
chicago style bibliography vs works
cited conclusion

chicago style bibliography vs works cited conclusion can be a source of
confusion for many writers, especially those new to academic writing or
transitioning between different citation styles. While both are essential
components of a research paper, detailing the sources consulted, they serve
distinct purposes and adhere to specific formatting conventions.
Understanding their differences is crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication. This article will delve into the nuances of the Chicago Manual
of Style's bibliography and compare it with the "Works Cited" page commonly
found in other styles, like MLA. We will explore the specific requirements,
typical content, and the overarching purpose of each, ensuring writers can
confidently differentiate and correctly implement them. Furthermore, we will
examine the subtle yet significant distinctions in their scope and
organization.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) presents a comprehensive system for
academic citation, and within this system, the bibliography holds a pivotal
role. Unlike some other styles that might exclusively focus on in-text
citations, Chicago offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For the purpose of this
discussion, we will primarily focus on the Notes-Bibliography system, where
the bibliography is a key component. This bibliography is not merely a list
of sources; it is a curated compilation reflecting the engagement a writer
has had with their research material.

The Purpose of a Bibliography in Chicago Style

The fundamental purpose of a Chicago-style bibliography is to provide a
complete and organized record of all the sources that have been consulted and
referenced in the research project. This includes not only the sources
directly cited in the footnotes or endnotes but also any sources that were
influential or informative, even if they were not directly quoted or
paraphrased. The bibliography allows readers to locate the original sources,



verify information, and explore the research further. It acts as a testament
to the depth and breadth of the research undertaken, giving credit to the
original authors and contributing to the scholarly conversation.

Content and Organization of a Chicago Style
Bibliography

A Chicago-style bibliography typically includes a detailed list of all
sources used, formatted according to specific Chicago guidelines. Each entry
provides essential bibliographic information necessary for identification and
retrieval, such as author(s), title of the work, publication information
(city, publisher, year), and page numbers for specific citations if
applicable. The entries are generally arranged in alphabetical order by the
author's last name. In cases where an author has multiple works included,
those entries are sub-alphabetized by title. The bibliography is typically
titled "Bibliography" and appears at the end of the paper.

Differentiating Chicago Style from Other
Citation Pages

The distinction between a Chicago-style bibliography and a "Works Cited"
page, common in styles like MLA, lies primarily in their scope and the
underlying citation system they support. While both aim to list sources,
their inclusion criteria and the way they integrate with in-text citations
can differ significantly. Understanding these differences is crucial for
adhering to the conventions of academic disciplines and specific journals or
publishers.

The "Works Cited" Page: A Comparative Overview

The "Works Cited" page, most prominently used in the Modern Language
Association (MLA) style, is a list of all the sources that have been cited
within the text of a paper. This is a key differentiator. If a source is
consulted but not directly referenced through a quotation, paraphrase, or
summary, it does not appear on the Works Cited page. This creates a direct
link between the in-text parenthetical citations and the final list of
sources, ensuring that every citation in the text corresponds to an entry on
the page and vice versa.

Purpose and Scope of a Works Cited Page

The primary purpose of a Works Cited page is to acknowledge the specific
sources that have contributed directly to the author's work and to enable
readers to easily locate these sources. Its scope is strictly limited to
those works that have been explicitly cited within the body of the paper.
This concise approach emphasizes the direct lineage of ideas and information
presented in the text. It is generally titled "Works Cited" and is positioned
at the end of the document, with entries alphabetized by the author's last



name.

MLA's Works Cited: Key Characteristics

In MLA, the Works Cited page requires specific formatting for each entry,
including author's name, title of source, title of container (e.g., a journal
or website), publisher, publication date, and location (often page numbers or
a URL/DOI). The emphasis is on providing enough information for the reader to
find the source. Each entry must be meticulously formatted to align with MLA
guidelines, ensuring consistency and clarity.

Key Differences: Chicago Bibliography vs. Works
Cited

The most significant divergence between a Chicago-style bibliography and a
Works Cited page lies in their inclusivity and the breadth of sources they
document. This difference stems from the fundamental approaches of the
respective citation systems.

Scope and Inclusivity

A crucial difference is the scope of sources included. The Chicago-style
bibliography, especially within the Notes-Bibliography system, is often more
comprehensive. It can include not only all the sources cited in the notes but
also any sources that were influential or foundational to the research, even
if they were not directly quoted or paraphrased. This broader scope allows
for a more robust acknowledgment of the research landscape. Conversely, an
MLA Works Cited page strictly lists only those sources that are directly
cited within the paper. This narrower scope focuses solely on the textual
evidence used.

Alphabetical Order and Formatting

Both bibliographies and Works Cited pages are generally alphabetized by the
author's last name. However, the specific formatting of each entry can vary.
Chicago style, for instance, often places the author's last name first,
followed by their first name, while MLA also follows this convention. The
details of other elements like publication titles, italics, and punctuation
can differ. For example, Chicago style in the Notes-Bibliography system
requires a slightly different order of information for certain source types
compared to MLA. Moreover, the Chicago Manual of Style offers flexibility,
sometimes allowing for a "shortened bibliography" that includes fewer details
for commonly consulted sources if the full bibliography is extensive.



Notes vs. Parenthetical Citations: A Crucial
Distinction

The way sources are referenced within the text also impacts the final list.
The Chicago Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for
citations, which provide detailed information upon first mention and can be
more conversational or explanatory. The bibliography then provides the full
bibliographic details for all noted sources. In contrast, the MLA system uses
parenthetical citations (Author Page) directly in the text, referring readers
to the Works Cited page for full details. This reliance on parenthetical
citations directly links the in-text mention to the specific entry on the
Works Cited page, reinforcing its role as a list of cited works.

When to Use Which: Practical Application

The decision of whether to use a Chicago-style bibliography or a Works Cited
page is typically dictated by the academic discipline, the specific journal
or publisher's guidelines, or the instructor's requirements. Humanities
disciplines, such as literature and history, often favor the Chicago Manual
of Style, with its comprehensive bibliography being a hallmark of scholarly
research. Conversely, disciplines within the humanities and social sciences,
like English and modern languages, frequently adopt the MLA style, with its
concise Works Cited page.

Understanding these conventions is paramount. A history paper following
Chicago style will likely require a bibliography that reflects all consulted
sources, signaling a deep engagement with the historical record. An English
literature essay using MLA will present a Works Cited page that meticulously
lists only the texts analyzed and cited. Adhering to the correct style
ensures clarity, professionalism, and academic integrity in your writing.

Ultimately, both the Chicago-style bibliography and the Works Cited page
serve the vital function of guiding readers to the sources that underpin a
piece of academic work. The key takeaway is to always consult the specific
style guide or requirements provided for your assignment or publication
venue. This diligence will prevent common errors and ensure your research is
presented in the most appropriate and effective manner, fulfilling the
expectations of scholarly discourse.

FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between a Chicago
style bibliography and an MLA Works Cited page?
A: The main difference lies in their scope. A Chicago style bibliography
often includes all sources consulted and influential to the research, even if
not directly cited in the text. An MLA Works Cited page, however, exclusively
lists sources that have been directly cited within the body of the paper.



Q: When would I typically use a Chicago style
bibliography?
A: You would typically use a Chicago style bibliography in academic papers in
disciplines like history, art history, and some areas of the humanities,
especially when following the Notes-Bibliography citation system.

Q: When would I typically use an MLA Works Cited
page?
A: You would typically use an MLA Works Cited page in academic papers for
disciplines like English, literature, and composition, where parenthetical
citations are the norm.

Q: Does a Chicago style bibliography include sources
that were read but not directly quoted?
A: Yes, a Chicago style bibliography, particularly in the Notes-Bibliography
system, often includes sources that were consulted and informative to the
research, even if they were not directly quoted, paraphrased, or summarized
in the text.

Q: Does an MLA Works Cited page include sources that
were read but not directly quoted?
A: No, an MLA Works Cited page strictly includes only those sources that have
been explicitly cited within the text of the paper.

Q: How is a Chicago style bibliography organized?
A: A Chicago style bibliography is typically organized alphabetically by the
author's last name, with entries providing detailed bibliographic information
for each source.

Q: How is an MLA Works Cited page organized?
A: An MLA Works Cited page is also organized alphabetically by the author's
last name, with each entry formatted to include specific elements required by
MLA style, corresponding directly to the parenthetical citations in the text.

Q: Can the Chicago Manual of Style have a list of
only cited works?
A: Yes, if a writer chooses the Author-Date system within the Chicago Manual
of Style, the final list of sources is called a "References" page and
functions similarly to an MLA Works Cited page, listing only sources cited in
the text.



Q: Is one style considered "more complete" than the
other?
A: Neither style is inherently "more complete"; they serve different purposes
based on the citation system and disciplinary norms. The Chicago
bibliography's broader scope reflects a different approach to acknowledging
research than the direct citation focus of an MLA Works Cited page.
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