
chicago style bibliography tutorial example
The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected and frequently utilized citation style, particularly in
the humanities and social sciences. Understanding how to construct a bibliography in Chicago style
can seem daunting, but with a clear tutorial and practical examples, it becomes an manageable and
essential skill for any student or researcher. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the
intricacies of creating a Chicago style bibliography, covering common source types and offering
detailed instructions to ensure accuracy and adherence to academic standards. We will explore the
fundamental principles of bibliographic entries, differentiate between the two main citation
systems—Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date—and provide a step-by-step Chicago style bibliography
tutorial with numerous examples. Mastering this style is crucial for properly acknowledging your
sources and strengthening your academic work.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes-Bibliography vs.
Author-Date
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct systems for citation: the Notes-Bibliography
(NB) system and the Author-Date (AD) system. The NB system is prevalent in the humanities, using
footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at the end of the work that lists all
sources cited. Conversely, the AD system, common in the social sciences and sciences, uses
parenthetical author-date citations within the text, also accompanied by a reference list (which
functions similarly to a bibliography but with a slightly different emphasis on currency).

While both systems require a bibliography or reference list, the specific formatting and the way
sources are referenced in the text differ significantly. This tutorial will primarily focus on the Notes-
Bibliography system, as it is the more common of the two for general academic writing and the term
"Chicago style bibliography" often implicitly refers to this system. However, understanding the
existence and application of the Author-Date system is vital for recognizing which style is required for
a particular academic context.



Core Principles of a Chicago Style Bibliography
A Chicago style bibliography is an alphabetical list of all the sources you have consulted and cited
within your paper. Its primary purpose is to provide readers with enough information to locate and
retrieve the original sources. This means accuracy and completeness are paramount. Every entry
must be meticulously formatted according to CMOS guidelines, paying close attention to punctuation,
capitalization, and the order of information presented.

The bibliography is typically presented on a separate page at the end of your document. It should be
titled "Bibliography." Each entry begins with the author's last name, followed by their first name. The
core principle is to present the publication details in a consistent and logical manner that allows for
easy identification and retrieval of the source material, thereby upholding academic integrity.

Crafting Bibliographic Entries: Essential Components
Regardless of the source type, most Chicago style bibliography entries will include several key pieces
of information. These components work together to provide a complete bibliographic record for each
source. While the exact order and punctuation may vary slightly depending on the format,
understanding these fundamental elements is crucial.

The essential components generally include:

Author(s) or Editor(s)

Title of the work

Publication information (publisher, place of publication, year of publication for books)

Publication details for periodicals (journal title, volume, issue, date)

Access information (for online sources, including URLs and access dates)

Page numbers (where relevant, especially for articles or chapters)

Careful attention to each of these elements ensures that your bibliography is both functional and
compliant with Chicago style requirements. The consistent application of these components across all
entries is a hallmark of a well-crafted bibliography.

Chicago Style Bibliography Tutorial: Step-by-Step
Guide
Creating a Chicago style bibliography involves a systematic approach to ensure all necessary
information is included and formatted correctly. Begin by gathering all the bibliographic details for
each source you've cited in your notes. Then, arrange these sources alphabetically by the author's
last name. If a source has no author, alphabetize it by the first significant word of the title (ignoring
articles like "A," "An," and "The").

For each source, construct the entry following the specific guidelines for its type. The key is to



maintain consistency. For example, if you choose to italicize book titles, do so for all book titles. Pay
close attention to punctuation marks like periods, commas, and parentheses, as they play a crucial
role in distinguishing different elements of the entry. The formatting of the author's name is also
critical: last name first, followed by the first name. For multiple authors, consult the specific rules for
handling secondary authors.

Formatting Common Source Types: Examples Galore
This section provides detailed examples for some of the most frequently encountered source types in
academic writing. Following these examples precisely will greatly assist in building an accurate
Chicago style bibliography.

Books
When citing a book, the basic format includes the author's name, the full title of the book (italicized),
and the publication information. For a single-author book, the entry typically looks like this:

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

For books with two or three authors, list all authors in the entry. For more than three authors, list the
first author followed by "et al."

Example (Two Authors):

Johnson, Mary, and David Lee. Urban Planning in Practice. New York: Routledge, 2018.

Journal Articles
Journal articles require specific details to identify the publication precisely. This includes the author(s),
article title, journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, publication date, and page range of
the article.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Publication Date):
Page Numbers.

Example:

Williams, Sarah. "The Evolution of Public Spaces." Journal of Urban Studies 45, no. 2 (Spring 2019):
112-135.

If the journal uses continuous pagination throughout a volume, you might omit the issue number.
Always consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style or your instructor's guidelines.

Websites
Citing online sources requires clarity regarding authorship, title, website name, publication date (if
available), and the URL. It is also standard practice to include the date you accessed the material.



Author Last Name, First Name (if applicable). "Title of Page/Article." Name of Website. Publication
Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

Doe, Jane. "Understanding Citation Styles." Academic Writing Hub. Last modified October 26, 2022.
Accessed March 15, 2024. https://www.academicwritinghub.com/citations.

If no author is listed, begin with the title of the page. If no publication or modification date is present,
use "n.d." for "no date."

Magazine and Newspaper Articles
Similar to journal articles, magazine and newspaper articles need author, article title, publication
name, date, and page numbers. The formatting distinguishes between weekly/monthly publications
and daily ones.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of Magazine, Month Day, Year, Page Numbers.

Example (Magazine):

Brown, Emily. "The Future of Green Cities." Modern Living Magazine, July 2021, 45-49.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of Newspaper, Month Day, Year, Section and
Page Numbers.

Example (Newspaper):

Davis, Robert. "Local Elections Update." The Daily Chronicle, November 5, 2023, A1, A5.

Chapters in Edited Books
When citing a specific chapter written by an author within a larger book edited by someone else, you
need to include both the chapter author and the book editor(s), along with the book's title and
publication details.

Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by Editor Last Name,
First Name, Chapter Page Numbers. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Miller, Susan. "The Impact of Technology on Education." In Contemporary Educational Trends, edited
by Alan Green, 78-102. Boston: Pearson, 2017.

Formatting Notes and Citations in Text
While this tutorial focuses on the bibliography, it's crucial to remember its connection to in-text
citations. In the Notes-Bibliography system, each citation in your text (usually as a footnote or
endnote) corresponds to an entry in the bibliography. The first time you cite a source, the note should
be extensive, providing full publication details. Subsequent notes for the same source can be
shortened to include the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The bibliography, however, lists all sources alphabetically. The level of detail in the bibliography entry
is typically more comprehensive than in the subsequent notes, but less so than the first full note. The
goal is for the reader to use the note to find the corresponding entry in the bibliography for complete



publication details.

Common Errors to Avoid in Chicago Style
Bibliographies
Several common pitfalls can detract from the professionalism and accuracy of a Chicago style
bibliography. One frequent error is inconsistent formatting across different source types or even
within the same source type. For instance, mixing italicized and non-italicized titles, or inconsistently
capitalizing author names. Another is incorrect punctuation; misplacing periods, commas, or
parentheses can fundamentally alter an entry.

Additionally, failing to include all necessary information, such as a website's access date or the full
publication details for a book, is a common oversight. Skipping sources that were actually cited in the
text, or including sources that were not cited at all, also undermines the bibliography's purpose.
Finally, neglecting to alphabetize the entries correctly can confuse readers and indicate a lack of
attention to detail. Always double-check your alphabetization and ensure every cited source has a
corresponding bibliography entry.

Final Thoughts on Chicago Style Bibliography
Excellence
Achieving excellence in your Chicago style bibliography is a testament to your diligence and respect
for academic conventions. It requires meticulous attention to detail, a systematic approach to
formatting, and a thorough understanding of the various source types. By consistently applying the
principles and examples provided in this tutorial, you will be well-equipped to create accurate,
comprehensive, and professional bibliographies that enhance the credibility and readability of your
scholarly work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The Author-Date system uses parenthetical author-date
citations within the text and a reference list at the end.

Q: How do I alphabetize entries in a Chicago style
bibliography if a source has no author?
A: If a source has no author, you should alphabetize it by the first significant word of the title, ignoring
articles like "A," "An," and "The."



Q: Should I italicize the titles of journal articles in my Chicago
style bibliography?
A: No, you should italicize the title of the journal itself. The title of the article within the journal is
enclosed in quotation marks.

Q: What is the purpose of the "Accessed" date for online
sources in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: The "Accessed" date is crucial for online sources because web content can change or be removed.
It indicates when you viewed the material, providing a stable point of reference for the information
you accessed.

Q: How do I format the names of multiple authors in a Chicago
style bibliography?
A: For two or three authors, list all of them in the bibliography entry. For four or more authors, list the
first author followed by "et al."

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location in a Chicago
style bibliography entry for a book?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style generally requires the place of publication for books, typically the
city.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: While often used interchangeably in practice, a bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system aims
to list all sources consulted, while a reference list in the Author-Date system typically lists only
sources cited in the text. The formatting conventions also have subtle differences.

Q: How should I handle a source that has both an author and
an organization as the author in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: If a specific person is credited as the author, list them by name. If the organization is the primary
author and no individual is named, list the organization's name as the author.

Q: Is it acceptable to use abbreviated titles for frequently
cited sources in the bibliography itself?
A: No, abbreviated titles are generally reserved for subsequent notes in the Notes-Bibliography
system. The bibliography entry should contain the full, complete title of the work.
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