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Mastering the Chicago Style
Bibliography for Sociology Research
chicago style bibliography sociology demands meticulous attention to detail,
ensuring your research is properly attributed and academically credible. This
guide offers a comprehensive walkthrough of creating accurate and compliant
Chicago-style bibliographies for sociological studies, covering everything
from fundamental principles to specific source types. We will delve into the
nuances of the author-date and notes-bibliography systems, explore the
essential components of a bibliographic entry, and provide practical examples
for a wide array of sociological materials, including journal articles,
books, edited volumes, and online resources. Understanding these elements is
crucial for any sociology student or researcher aiming to present their work
according to established academic standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Style for Sociology

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted citation style in the
humanities and social sciences, including sociology. It provides a
comprehensive framework for presenting academic research, ensuring clarity,



consistency, and proper credit to original sources. For sociologists,
adhering to Chicago style is not merely a formality; it demonstrates a
commitment to scholarly integrity and facilitates the reader's ability to
locate and verify the sources used in their research. This style is known for
its two primary systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date
system, both of which can be effectively applied to sociological research.

Sociology, as a discipline, often engages with complex theoretical
frameworks, extensive empirical data, and diverse methodological approaches.
A well-formatted bibliography is thus essential for navigating this
complexity. It allows readers to trace the intellectual lineage of arguments,
explore the evidence base, and understand the theoretical underpinnings of
the research. Whether you are citing seminal sociological texts, contemporary
journal articles, or qualitative interview data, a consistent application of
Chicago style is paramount.

Key Components of a Chicago Style Bibliography
Entry

Regardless of the specific system used (notes-bibliography or author-date), a
Chicago style bibliography entry for any source type generally includes
several core pieces of information. These elements work together to uniquely
identify a source and provide the necessary details for retrieval. The
precise order and punctuation may vary slightly between the two systems, but
the fundamental information remains consistent. Accuracy in these details is
crucial for the credibility of your sociological research.

The essential components typically include:

Author(s) or Editor(s) names

Title of the work (book, article, chapter, website)

Publication information (publisher, place of publication, year of
publication)

For articles: Journal title, volume number, issue number, and page
numbers

For online sources: URL and date of access

Understanding how to assemble these components for different types of sources
is the foundation of creating a correct Chicago style bibliography for
sociology. Each element serves a purpose in guiding the reader to the exact
source material.



The Notes-Bibliography System in Sociology

The notes-bibliography system, often preferred in the humanities and some
social sciences, uses numbered notes (footnotes or endnotes) within the text
to cite sources. The bibliography at the end of the paper then provides a
full alphabetical list of all the sources cited in the notes. For
sociological research that heavily relies on theoretical discussions or
extensive quotations from primary texts, this system can be particularly
effective in seamlessly integrating citations without disrupting the flow of
prose.

In this system, the first time a source is cited in a note, the entry is
often more detailed, including full publication information. Subsequent
citations of the same source can be shortened. The bibliography entry,
however, always provides the complete publication details for each source,
presented in alphabetical order by the author's last name. This dual approach
offers both immediate citation support and a comprehensive overview of the
research materials used.

Notes vs. Bibliography Entries

The distinction between a note entry and a bibliography entry is a key
characteristic of this system. A note often includes the author's first and
last name, the title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks
for articles), publication details, and specific page numbers. A bibliography
entry, while containing the same information, typically presents the author's
last name first, followed by their first name, and often uses different
punctuation and formatting conventions. For example, a note might look like:
John Scott, Sociological Theory: Contemporary Debates (Oxford: Blackwell
Publishing, 2015), 45. The corresponding bibliography entry would appear as:
Scott, John. Sociological Theory: Contemporary Debates. Oxford: Blackwell
Publishing, 2015.

Applying Notes-Bibliography to Sociological Texts

When applying the notes-bibliography system to sociological texts, you might
find yourself citing numerous theoretical works or historical documents. For
instance, when discussing Durkheim's concept of anomie, you would cite his
original work using a note and then include the full bibliographic entry in
your final list. This system is excellent for keeping detailed track of which
specific points or passages are drawn from particular sources, which is vital
in nuanced sociological arguments. The bibliography provides an easy
reference for readers who wish to explore your source material further.



The Author-Date System in Chicago Style for
Sociology

The author-date system, more common in the natural and social sciences, uses
parenthetical citations within the text that include the author's last name
and the year of publication. This system is streamlined and often preferred
for research where the emphasis is on the currency of information and the
specific findings of studies. For sociological research that draws heavily on
empirical studies and statistical data, the author-date system can provide a
more direct and less intrusive way of citing sources.

Following the parenthetical citation in the text, a reference list (often
called a "Works Cited" or "Reference List" rather than a "Bibliography") is
provided at the end of the paper. This list is also alphabetized by the
author's last name and contains full publication details for each source
cited. The brevity of the in-text citation allows the narrative to flow more
smoothly, while the reference list provides the complete bibliographic
information for all consulted works.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date

An in-text citation in the author-date system typically looks like this:
(Smith 2020, 78). This immediately tells the reader who is responsible for
the information and when it was published, along with the specific page
number. If you mention the author's name in your sentence, you only need to
include the year and page number in parentheses: Smith (2020, 78) argues that
social capital is essential for community development. This efficiency is a
key benefit of the author-date system for empirical sociological work.

Reference List Structure in Author-Date

The reference list in the author-date system follows a similar principle to
the notes-bibliography system in terms of providing complete information, but
the formatting and purpose are slightly different. Each entry is meticulously
constructed to allow easy identification and retrieval of the source. The
primary goal is to provide a comprehensive overview of the research
foundation upon which the sociological argument is built, emphasizing the
chronological development of ideas and findings in the field.

Citing Books in Chicago Style for Sociology

Books are foundational to sociological scholarship, from classic theoretical



texts to contemporary empirical studies. Properly citing books in Chicago
style is therefore a fundamental skill for any sociology researcher. The
exact format depends on whether you are using the notes-bibliography or
author-date system, but the core information remains the same. Pay close
attention to the order of names, titles, and publication details.

Notes-Bibliography: Book Citation

When citing a book using the notes-bibliography system, a typical note entry
might appear as follows: 1. Anthony Giddens, The Constitution of Society:
Outline of the Theory of Structuration (Berkeley: University of California
Press, 1984), 25. The corresponding bibliography entry would be: Giddens,
Anthony. The Constitution of Society: Outline of the Theory of Structuration.
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984.

Author-Date: Book Citation

For the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Giddens 1984, 25).
The reference list entry would be structured as: Giddens, Anthony. 1984. The
Constitution of Society: Outline of the Theory of Structuration. Berkeley:
University of California Press.

Multiple Authors and Editors for Books

When a book has multiple authors or editors, the Chicago Manual of Style
provides specific guidelines. For two authors, both names are listed. For
three or more authors, the first author's name is given, followed by "et al."
(meaning "and others") in the notes. In the bibliography or reference list,
the convention for three or more authors can vary depending on the specific
edition of CMOS, but typically, all authors are listed or the first author
followed by et al. is used. Similarly, if a book is edited, the editor's
name(s) appear in place of the author's name, often followed by "ed." or
"eds."

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style for
Sociology

Sociological research frequently relies on the latest findings published in
academic journals. Accurate citation of these articles is crucial for
demonstrating an awareness of current scholarship and for allowing readers to
access the studies you reference. The details required for journal articles



are more extensive than for books, including information about the specific
issue and pagination.

Notes-Bibliography: Journal Article Citation

A typical note entry for a journal article in the notes-bibliography system
would be: 2. Michele Lamont, "How to Become a Sociologist," American
Sociological Review 78, no. 2 (April 2013): 227. The bibliography entry would
be: Lamont, Michele. "How to Become a Sociologist." American Sociological
Review 78, no. 2 (April 2013): 225–40.

Author-Date: Journal Article Citation

In the author-date system, the in-text citation would be (Lamont 2013, 227).
The reference list entry would appear as: Lamont, Michele. 2013. "How to
Become a Sociologist." American Sociological Review 78 (2): 225–40.

Essential Elements for Journal Articles

Key elements for citing journal articles include the author(s), the title of
the article (in quotation marks), the title of the journal (italicized), the
volume number, the issue number (often preceded by "no."), the date of
publication (month or season and year), and the page numbers for the entire
article. Including the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is also increasingly
standard and highly recommended, especially for online articles, as it
provides a stable link.

Citing Edited Volumes and Chapters in Chicago
Style

Sociological research often draws from collected works or chapters within
edited volumes. These sources present unique challenges in citation, as you
need to credit both the editor(s) of the volume and the author(s) of the
specific chapter. Chicago style provides clear guidelines for handling these
situations to ensure proper attribution.

Notes-Bibliography: Chapter in an Edited Volume

For a note entry in the notes-bibliography system: 3. Pierre Bourdieu, "The



Forms of Capital," in Handbook of Theory and Research for the Sociology of
Education, ed. John G. Richardson (New York: Greenwood Press, 1986), 241–51.
The bibliography entry would be: Bourdieu, Pierre. "The Forms of Capital." In
Handbook of Theory and Research for the Sociology of Education, edited by
John G. Richardson, 241–51. New York: Greenwood Press, 1986.

Author-Date: Chapter in an Edited Volume

The author-date in-text citation: (Bourdieu 1986, 245). The reference list
entry: Bourdieu, Pierre. 1986. "The Forms of Capital." In Handbook of Theory
and Research for the Sociology of Education, edited by John G. Richardson,
241–51. New York: Greenwood Press.

Distinguishing Editors and Authors

It is crucial to correctly identify who is the author of the chapter and who
is the editor of the entire volume. The author of the chapter is listed
first, followed by the title of the chapter. Then, the word "In" signals the
beginning of the information about the edited volume, followed by the
editor(s) names, the title of the edited volume, and the publication details.
This careful distinction ensures that credit is given appropriately to all
involved parties.

Citing Online Resources and Websites in Chicago
Style

In contemporary sociology, online resources, digital archives, and websites
are increasingly important sources of data and information. Chicago style
offers guidelines for citing these often-ephemeral materials, emphasizing the
need for accessibility and clarity. For online sources, the date of access is
particularly important as content can change or be removed.

Notes-Bibliography: Online Source

A note entry for a website: 4. Pew Research Center, "Social Media Use 2021,"
accessed June 15, 2023,
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/04/07/social-media-use-2021/. The
bibliography entry: Pew Research Center. "Social Media Use 2021." Accessed
June 15, 2023.
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/04/07/social-media-use-2021/.



Author-Date: Online Source

For the author-date system, the in-text citation might be: (Pew Research
Center 2021). The reference list entry: Pew Research Center. 2021. "Social
Media Use 2021." Accessed June 15, 2023.
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/04/07/social-media-use-2021/.

Handling Website Variations

When citing websites, aim to include as much identifying information as
possible: the author (individual or organization), the title of the specific
page or document, the name of the website if different from the author, the
date of publication or last update if available, and the URL. If no
publication date is available, use the date of access. For online journal
articles or e-books, follow the guidelines for those respective formats and
include the URL or DOI.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices in Chicago
Style Bibliographies

Creating a Chicago style bibliography can seem daunting, and it's easy to
fall into common traps. Awareness of these pitfalls and adherence to best
practices will significantly improve the quality and accuracy of your
sociological research citations. Consistency is key, as is careful attention
to detail in every entry.

Common Errors to Avoid

Inconsistent formatting: Mixing punctuation, italics, or capitalization
between entries.

Incorrect order of information: Forgetting to place author's last name
first in bibliography entries, or misordering publication details.

Missing essential elements: Omitting page numbers for articles,
publication dates, or URLs for online sources.

Incorrect use of "et al.": Applying it too early or not at all when
required.

Misattributing sources: Confusing author and editor roles in edited



volumes.

Failure to update access dates for online sources.

Tips for Accuracy and Consistency

To ensure your Chicago style bibliography for sociology is accurate and
consistent, follow these best practices:

Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or a
reliable guide for specific formatting rules.

Create your bibliography as you write your paper; don't leave it until
the last minute.

Use citation management software if you are working with a large number
of sources, but always double-check its output.

Proofread your bibliography meticulously, comparing each entry against
your notes or original sources.

Maintain a consistent style (notes-bibliography or author-date)
throughout your entire paper.

When in doubt, err on the side of providing more information rather than
less.

By diligently applying these principles, you will produce bibliographies that
are not only compliant with academic standards but also serve as valuable
tools for your readers, enhancing the credibility and impact of your
sociological research.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in
Chicago style for sociology?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations, with a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date
system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author, year), and a reference



list at the end.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location for
books in a Chicago style bibliography for sociology?
A: Yes, the publisher's location (city of publication) is generally a
required element for book citations in both the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems in Chicago style.

Q: How do I cite a source with three or more authors
in a Chicago style bibliography for sociology?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, you typically list all authors in the
first note and subsequent notes may use "et al." For the bibliography,
depending on the edition of CMOS, you might list all authors or use the first
author followed by "et al." The author-date system generally uses "et al."
for three or more authors in both in-text and reference list citations,
though full listings are sometimes preferred or required by instructors.

Q: Is it necessary to include the DOI for online
journal articles in my Chicago style bibliography
for sociology?
A: Including the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for online journal articles
is highly recommended and often considered standard practice in Chicago
style. It provides a persistent and stable link to the article, ensuring
readers can easily locate it.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website that
has no author or publication date in a Chicago style
bibliography for sociology?
A: If a website has no author, use the name of the organization responsible
for the site. If there is no publication date, use the date of access and
clearly indicate it as such.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a journal in a
Chicago style bibliography for sociology?
A: Yes, the titles of journals (and magazines, newspapers, etc.) are
italicized in Chicago style bibliographies and reference lists.



Q: How do I format the bibliography if I use the
notes-bibliography system versus the author-date
system?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, the list is called a "Bibliography" and
entries generally start with the author's last name, followed by the first
name. In the author-date system, the list is usually called a "Reference
List" and the year of publication follows the author's name, before the
title.

Q: What if I'm citing a translated work in my
sociology research using Chicago style?
A: For translated works, you will typically cite the original author,
followed by the title of the work, then the translator's name (often
introduced with "trans."), and finally the publication details.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing government
documents in a Chicago style bibliography for
sociology?
A: Yes, citing government documents can be complex, often involving the
issuing agency as the author, followed by the title of the document, and
specific publication details. It's best to consult CMOS or a specific guide
for government publication formatting.

Q: How can I ensure consistency in my Chicago style
bibliography for sociology?
A: The best way to ensure consistency is to use a reliable citation style
guide (like CMOS), create entries as you go, and proofread meticulously.
Citation management software can also help, but manual checks are still
essential.
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