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Mastering Chicago Style Bibliographies for Linguistic Research

chicago style bibliography linguistics is a crucial skill for any scholar
working within the field. Accurate and consistent citation practices are the
bedrock of academic integrity, allowing readers to trace sources, verify
claims, and engage with the existing body of linguistic knowledge. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of
Style (CMOS) when applied to linguistic research, covering everything from
foundational principles to the specific challenges of citing diverse
linguistic sources. We will explore the differences between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems, detail how to format various types of
linguistic materials, and provide practical tips for ensuring your
bibliography is both correct and clear. Understanding these elements is vital
for presenting your research professionally and contributing meaningfully to
the academic discourse in linguistics.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in
Linguistics

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive
style guide that dictates how academic works should be formatted, cited, and
presented. For linguists, adhering to CMOS ensures clarity, facilitates
scholarly communication, and upholds academic rigor. The manual provides
detailed instructions on grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and, most
importantly for this discussion, citation. In the realm of linguistic
research, where sources can range from ancient texts and phonetic
transcriptions to complex computational models and sociolinguistic
interviews, a standardized citation method is indispensable.

Linguistic studies often draw upon a vast array of primary and secondary



sources. These can include published books and articles, unpublished
dissertations, archival materials, audio-visual recordings, linguistic
corpora, and even personal communications or fieldwork data. The Chicago
style's flexibility and detailed guidance make it particularly well-suited to
accommodate this diversity, allowing researchers to present their
bibliographical information in a standardized, easily navigable format.

The Two Chicago Citation Systems: Notes-
Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. While both are accepted
within academic circles, the notes-bibliography system is generally preferred
in the humanities, including many subfields of linguistics such as historical
linguistics, literary linguistics, and theoretical linguistics that
frequently engage with extensive textual analysis. The author-date system, on
the other hand, is more common in the social sciences and is often favored in
fields like psycholinguistics, computational linguistics, and
sociolinguistics where empirical data and frequent citations to studies are
paramount.

The Notes-Bibliography System

In the notes-bibliography system, citations are provided both in endnotes or
footnotes and in a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work.
Footnotes or endnotes offer a concise citation the first time a source is
mentioned, with subsequent citations to the same source being shortened. The
bibliography, however, is an alphabetized list of all sources consulted and
cited in the text. This system allows for detailed explanatory notes and
tangential discussions without disrupting the flow of the main text, while
the bibliography provides a complete overview of the research's foundation.

The Author-Date System

The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations consisting of the
author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., Chomsky 1957). This is
often followed by a page number for direct quotes. Correspondingly, the
bibliography is an alphabetized list of all sources, ordered by author's last
name and then by publication year for authors with multiple works. This
system is efficient for in-text referencing and is particularly useful for
fields that rely heavily on empirical research and require frequent
referencing to specific studies.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Bibliographies

Regardless of which of the two systems is employed, certain core principles
underpin the construction of a Chicago-style bibliography. These principles
ensure consistency, clarity, and completeness. The bibliography is always an



alphabetized list of all sources that have been cited within the body of the
work. The primary sorting element is the author's last name. If a work has
multiple authors, the primary author's last name is used for alphabetization.

Key components typically include the author's name, the title of the work,
publication details (publisher, place of publication, year), and for
articles, the journal title, volume, issue number, and page range. For online
sources, URLs and access dates are often required. The precise formatting of
each element can vary based on the type of source, but the goal is always to
provide enough information for the reader to easily locate the original work.

Alphabetization Rules

Alphabetization in a Chicago bibliography follows standard conventions. Names
are alphabetized by the last name of the author. If two authors share the
same last name, the works are alphabetized by the first initial of their
first name. For works with no author, the entry is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "a," "an," and "the").
When an author has published multiple works, these are then arranged
chronologically by publication year.

Formatting Author Names

In the bibliography, the author's name is typically inverted for the first
author listed: Last Name, First Name. Subsequent authors in a multi-author
work are usually listed in normal order: First Name Last Name. If there are
more than two authors, CMOS generally allows for listing the first author
followed by "et al." after the first mention in the text, but the
bibliography should ideally list all authors up to a certain limit (often
ten) or use "et al." consistently after the first author as per specific
editorial guidelines or the latest edition of CMOS.

Capitalization and Punctuation

Titles of books and journals are generally capitalized using title case (the
first letter of each major word is capitalized). Punctuation within
bibliography entries is crucial for separating different elements. Commas are
used to separate the author's name from the title, and periods are used to
separate the title from publication details and subsequent elements.
Italicization is used for the titles of books and journals, while the titles
of articles within journals or chapters within books are typically enclosed
in quotation marks.

Citing Linguistic Sources: Specific Examples

The diverse nature of linguistic research necessitates specific approaches to
citing various types of sources. From venerable grammatical treatises to
cutting-edge computational corpora, each requires careful attention to detail



according to CMOS guidelines. This section provides practical examples for
some of the most common and challenging linguistic source types.

Formatting Books and Journal Articles

Books are a staple of linguistic scholarship. A typical Chicago-style
bibliography entry for a book might look like this:

Saussure, Ferdinand de. 1983. Course in General Linguistics. Edited by
Charles Bally and Albert Sechehaye, translated by Roy Harris. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Journal articles, which often report on specific findings or theoretical
developments, are cited as follows:

Chomsky, Noam. 1957. "A Formal Analysis of Grammar." Natural Language &
Linguistic Theory 1 (1): 1–26.

The emphasis here is on providing all necessary information for retrieval:
author, publication year, article title, journal title (italicized), volume,
issue, and page range. For older or less common journals, the year might be
more prominent, and formatting may need slight adjustments.

Citing Language Data and Fieldwork Materials

Linguists frequently work with primary data, such as recordings of
spontaneous speech, elicited data from native speakers, or transcriptions of
interviews. The citation for these materials needs to reflect their unique
nature. For unpublished fieldwork data, you might cite it as:

Jones, Sarah. 2022. Field notes on Mandarin Chinese tonal variations.
[Unpublished manuscript]. Personal collection.

If the data has been transcribed and is part of a collection or archive, the
citation would be more detailed:

Smith, John. 2019. "Interview with Elder Maria Rodriguez on Zapotec
Dialectal Variation." Transcribed by A. Garcia. Zapotec Language
Archive, Folder 3, Item 7.

When citing linguistic corpora, whether published or online, it's important
to identify the corpus by name and provide access information:

BNC Consortium. 2007. The British National Corpus (BNC). Oxford, UK:
Oxford University Computing Services. Accessed October 26, 2023.
http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/.

These examples highlight the need to adapt standard Chicago practices to



capture the specific provenance and nature of linguistic data.

Referencing Digital Resources and Software

The digital age has introduced a plethora of online resources and specialized
software that are integral to linguistic research. Citing these accurately is
crucial. For online dictionaries or encyclopedias:

"Phonology." 2023. In Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Linguistics.
Accessed October 26, 2023.
http://oxfordre.com/linguistics/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199384655.001.
0001/acrefore-9780199384655-e-52.

When citing software used for analysis, such as a corpus query tool or
statistical package, include the software name, version, and developer:

AntConc 3.5.8. 2014. Developed by Laurence Anthony. Accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.laurenceanthony.net/software.

Even if the software is not explicitly cited in the text, if it was
instrumental in the research, it should ideally be listed in the bibliography
or an appendix, especially if it's a specialized tool.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Linguistic
Bibliographies

Linguistics, with its interdisciplinary nature and focus on diverse
phenomena, presents unique challenges for bibliography creation. One common
issue is the citation of primary source texts in their original languages,
often accompanied by translations or scholarly editions. Another challenge
arises from the frequent use of specialized notation, such as IPA
(International Phonetic Alphabet) symbols or linguistic tree diagrams, which
can affect how source titles or descriptions are rendered.

A significant hurdle is the proper citation of linguistic fieldwork
materials, which can be unpublished, exist in various formats (audio, video,
written notes), and may have complex copyright or access restrictions.
Furthermore, the rapidly evolving landscape of digital linguistic resources,
including online corpora, databases, and analytical software, demands
constant attention to updated citation practices for web content and
software.

Citing Ancient and Non-Roman Scripts

When citing texts written in non-Roman scripts or ancient languages, CMOS
provides guidelines on transliteration and original script representation.
Typically, the full citation would include the author, title in the original
script (if feasible and supported by the medium), a transliteration, and the



title of the translation or edition being used. For example:

Plato. Politeia. In Platonis opera, edited by John Burnet, vol. 3, 473D.
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1903.

If the original title is essential, it would be included, often with a
transliteration: Πολιτεία (Politeia).

Handling Multiple Editions and Translations

Linguistic research often involves engaging with seminal works that have been
re-published or translated multiple times. When citing such works in your
bibliography, you should list the specific edition or translation that you
consulted. For example, if you are using a specific translation of Saussure's
work, you would cite that translation, not the original publication date if
you didn't read it in the original language. The publication details of the
specific edition and its editor/translator are crucial.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency

Accuracy and consistency are paramount in any academic bibliography, and this
is especially true for linguistic research, where subtle differences in
notation or citation can impact the clarity of a claim. Diligent proofreading
is essential, not just for typographical errors but also for ensuring that
every element of each citation conforms to the chosen Chicago style (notes-
bibliography or author-date).

A systematic approach to managing references from the outset can prevent
errors. This includes keeping detailed records of all sources as they are
encountered, noting publication details, and applying citation rules
consistently throughout the writing process. Many scholars find that
reference management software can be invaluable in maintaining this
consistency and accuracy, automating much of the formatting process and
reducing the likelihood of human error.

Proofreading Checklist for Bibliographies

To ensure a polished and professional bibliography, consider using a
checklist during the final review stage:

Verify that every source cited in the text appears in the bibliography,
and vice versa.

Check alphabetization by author's last name.

Confirm correct formatting of author names (inverted for first author in
bibliography).

Ensure titles of books and journals are correctly italicized and
capitalized.



Verify that article titles are enclosed in quotation marks.

Check for correct punctuation (commas, periods) separating citation
elements.

Confirm publication details (publisher, place, year) are accurate.

For journal articles, ensure volume, issue, and page numbers are
correctly listed.

For online sources, verify URLs are correct and access dates are
included.

Maintain consistency in formatting throughout the entire bibliography.

The Role of Reference Management Software

Tools such as Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can significantly streamline the
process of creating and managing bibliographies. These applications allow
users to store bibliographic information, organize research materials, and
automatically generate bibliographies in various citation styles, including
Chicago. By importing or manually entering citation details once, researchers
can then generate formatted bibliographies and in-text citations with a few
clicks, drastically reducing the time spent on formatting and minimizing
errors.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for linguistics?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations
within the text and a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date
system uses parenthetical in-text citations (e.g., (Author Year)) and a
bibliography that corresponds to these in-text citations. The notes-
bibliography system is generally favored in humanities-focused linguistic
subfields, while author-date is more common in social science-oriented
linguistics.

Q: How should I cite a linguistic corpus in a Chicago
style bibliography?
A: When citing a linguistic corpus, you should provide the name of the
corpus, its developer or originating institution, the year of publication or
last update, and the URL if it is online. For example: British National
Corpus Consortium. 2007. The British National Corpus (BNC). Oxford, UK:
Oxford University Computing Services. Accessed October 26, 2023.
http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/.



Q: What is the best way to cite an unpublished
linguistic fieldwork recording?
A: For an unpublished fieldwork recording, you should include the name of the
speaker (if known and permission allows), the date of the recording, a brief
description of the content, and the name of the researcher or collector. For
example: Garcia, Maria. 2021. Recording of spontaneous speech about family
traditions. Fieldwork by J. Lee. [Unpublished audio recording]. Personal
collection of J. Lee.

Q: How do I handle citing texts with both original
and transliterated titles in Chicago style?
A: When citing texts with original scripts and transliterations, it is best
practice to include both if they are essential to your argument. The Chicago
Manual of Style generally suggests providing the title in the original script
followed by a transliteration in parentheses, particularly for classical or
foreign-language works. For instance: Plato. Πολιτεία (Politeia).

Q: Is it necessary to cite linguistic software in my
bibliography?
A: Yes, it is generally good practice to cite any specialized linguistic
software or tools that were instrumental in your research, especially if they
are not widely known or if a specific version was used. This would typically
include the software name, version number, developer, and access information.
For example: AntConc 3.5.8. 2014. Developed by Laurence Anthony. Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.laurenceanthony.net/software.

Q: What are the general rules for alphabetizing
entries in a Chicago style bibliography for
linguistics?
A: Entries are alphabetized by the last name of the author. If there are
multiple works by the same author, they are then listed chronologically by
publication year. If a work has no author, it is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title, ignoring articles like "a," "an," and "the."

Q: How should I format the titles of journals and
articles in a Chicago style bibliography for
linguistics?
A: In Chicago style, the titles of journals are italicized, and the titles of
articles published within those journals are enclosed in quotation marks. For
example: Smith, John. "An Analysis of Tonal Fluctuations." Journal of
Phonetics 45 (2): 123-145.

Q: What is the recommended approach for citing



multiple authors of a linguistic work in Chicago
style?
A: For a work with two authors, list both in the bibliography, separated by
"and." For works with three or more authors, list the first author followed
by "et al." in both the bibliography and the in-text citations, or list all
authors if the number is manageable and specific editorial guidelines require
it. The latest edition of CMOS offers specific guidance on the threshold for
using "et al."
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