
chicago style bibliography formatting
examples
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style used in various academic
disciplines, particularly in the humanities and some social sciences. Mastering its bibliographic
entries is crucial for presenting your research ethically and professionally. This article will delve into
chicago style bibliography formatting examples, providing clear guidance on how to cite a
diverse range of sources accurately. We will explore the foundational principles of Chicago style
bibliography, discuss common source types with detailed examples, and offer practical tips for
ensuring consistency and correctness in your citations. Understanding these elements will not only
help you avoid plagiarism but also lend credibility to your scholarly work, making it easier for your
readers to locate the resources you’ve consulted.
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Understanding Chicago Style Bibliography Basics
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for citing sources: the Notes-Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. While this article primarily focuses on the bibliography, it's
important to understand that the bibliography format in both systems shares many fundamental
similarities. The bibliography, typically placed at the end of a paper or book, provides a
comprehensive list of all the sources consulted and cited within the text. The goal is to offer readers
a complete record of the material you have drawn upon, enabling them to verify your research and
explore the topic further. Key elements generally include author(s), title, publication information,
and access details if applicable. Consistency is paramount; once you choose a system, adhere to its
guidelines strictly throughout your work.

The structure of a bibliography entry in Chicago style is designed for clarity and comprehensiveness.
Each entry typically begins with the author's last name, followed by their first name. Titles of books
and periodicals are italicized, while titles of articles or chapters are enclosed in quotation marks.
Publication details, such as the place of publication, publisher, and year, are essential for books. For
articles, the journal title, volume and issue numbers, and date are crucial. Online resources require
specific attention to URLs and access dates to ensure readers can retrieve the cited material.

Formatting Core Elements for Chicago Style



Bibliography
The fundamental building blocks of any Chicago style bibliography entry revolve around presenting
information in a standardized order. For most sources, the core elements include the author's name,
the title of the work, and publication details. The order and punctuation of these elements can vary
slightly depending on the source type, but the underlying principle remains consistent: provide
enough information for a reader to locate the original source without ambiguity. Authors' names are
typically listed in reverse order for the first author (last name first) and then in normal order for
subsequent authors. Titles should be italicized if they represent a standalone work (like a book) and
placed in quotation marks if they are part of a larger work (like an article in a journal).

Punctuation plays a critical role in distinguishing between different elements within a bibliography
entry. Commas are used to separate the author's name from the title and to separate elements
within the publication information. Periods are used to mark the end of an entry or to separate major
sections of information. For example, the author’s name is usually followed by a comma, and the title
of the work is often followed by a period or a comma, depending on whether it is followed by
publication details or other identifying information. Mastering these punctuation nuances is
essential for creating professional-looking and correctly formatted Chicago style bibliographies.

Author(s) in Chicago Style Bibliography
The way author names are presented in a Chicago style bibliography depends on whether they are
the first author listed or a subsequent author, and also on whether you are using the Notes-
Bibliography system or the Author-Date system. In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first author's
name is inverted (last name, first name), while subsequent authors are listed in normal order (first
name last name). For instance, if a book has two authors, the entry might start with "Smith, John,
and Jane Doe." If there are more than two authors, you typically list the first author followed by "et
al." (meaning "and others") after the first citation in a note, but in the bibliography, you may list all
authors or up to ten.

In the Author-Date system, the inverted order for the first author is also used in the bibliography.
However, if there are more than two authors, you generally list the first author’s name followed by
"et al." in both notes and the bibliography. The specific number of authors to list before using "et al."
can vary, so consulting the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style is always recommended.
Regardless of the system, clarity and consistency in presenting author names are paramount for
accurate bibliographic referencing.

Title Formatting in Chicago Style Bibliography
Titles are a cornerstone of bibliographic entries, providing immediate identification of the source. In
Chicago style, the treatment of titles depends on the nature of the work being cited. For standalone
works, such as books, journals, magazines, and websites, the title is italicized. For example, a book
title would appear as The History of Chicago. Similarly, the title of a journal would be italicized, like
Journal of American History.

Conversely, titles of shorter works that are part of a larger whole, such as articles within a journal,
chapters within a book, or essays on a website, are enclosed in quotation marks. For instance, an



article title might be presented as "The Economic Impact of the Great Fire." This distinction between
italicized and quoted titles is a fundamental rule in Chicago style and helps readers differentiate
between primary works and their constituent parts, ensuring ease of access and understanding.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Books
Citing books is a common task when constructing a Chicago style bibliography. The format requires
specific elements to be included in a precise order. Generally, a book entry will include the author's
name, the title of the book, and publication details. The author's name is presented with the last
name first, followed by a comma. The title of the book is italicized and followed by a period. After the
title, you include the place of publication, followed by a colon, the publisher's name, and finally, the
year of publication, all separated by commas, with the year followed by a period. Ensuring accuracy
in these details is crucial for proper citation.

For books with multiple authors, the first author's name is inverted, and subsequent authors are
listed in normal order. If there are more than two authors, the practice can vary, but often the first
author is listed followed by "et al." in notes, while the bibliography might list all authors or up to ten
depending on the specific guidelines and the number of authors. Edited volumes follow a similar
structure but will indicate the editor(s) instead of the author(s), often using "ed." or "eds." after their
names.

Single-Author Book Example
Here is an example of how to format a bibliography entry for a book with a single author in Chicago
style. This format is foundational for many other book citations.

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.

Example: Smith, John. The Architecture of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020.

Two-Author Book Example
When citing a book with two authors, you will invert the first author's name and list the second
author in normal order. This ensures clarity regarding the contributions of each author.

Author One Last Name, First Name, and Author Two First Name Last Name. Title of Book.
Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example: Johnson, Emily, and David Lee. Chicago's Culinary History. New York: Penguin
Books, 2018.



Edited Book Example
For books that have been compiled or edited by one or more individuals, the entry begins with the
editor's name(s), followed by "ed." or "eds." to indicate their role.

Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.

Example: Williams, Sarah, ed. A Century of Chicago Literature. Boston: Beacon Press, 2015.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Periodicals
Periodicals, including academic journals, magazines, and newspapers, are essential sources in many
research projects. Chicago style bibliography formatting for periodicals requires specific details to
help readers locate the exact article cited. Key information includes the author(s) of the article, the
title of the article, the title of the periodical, the volume and issue numbers, the date of publication,
and page numbers.

The author's name is presented in the standard Chicago format (last name first for the first author).
The article title is enclosed in quotation marks. The periodical title is italicized. Volume and issue
numbers are critical for precise identification, especially for academic journals, as issues within a
volume are sequentially numbered. The publication date, often including the month and year for
magazines and newspapers, and just the year for some journals, is also vital. Page numbers help
readers find the article within the periodical's issue.

Journal Article Example
Citing a journal article requires careful attention to detail, as these are often primary sources for
academic research. The format guides users to list the author, article title, journal title, volume,
issue, date, and page numbers.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Month
Year): Page numbers.

Example: Brown, Michael. "The Urban Renewal of Downtown Chicago." Journal of Urban
Studies 45, no. 2 (Spring 2019): 112-130.



Magazine Article Example
Magazine articles, while less formal than journal articles, still require a precise citation. The key
difference in formatting often lies in the inclusion of the month alongside the year for the publication
date.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Magazine, Month Day, Year, Page
numbers.

Example: Garcia, Maria. "Chicago's Blues Scene Revival." Rolling Stone, October 20, 2021,
45-48.

Newspaper Article Example
Citing newspaper articles is similar to magazine articles, with a focus on the author, article title,
newspaper title, date, and page numbers. For newspapers, the date is particularly important for
pinpointing the specific issue.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Newspaper, Month Day, Year, Page
numbers.

Example: Davis, Robert. "Impact of New Transit Lines on Chicago Commutes." Chicago
Tribune, November 5, 2022, A1, A4.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Online
Resources
In today's digital age, citing online resources is an indispensable part of academic writing. Chicago
style provides specific guidelines for formatting these citations to ensure that readers can access the
information you have used. The core elements for online resources typically include the author (if
available), the title of the specific page or document, the name of the website, the publication date
or last updated date, and crucially, the URL and an access date. Including the access date is
particularly important for online content, as web pages can be modified or removed without notice.

When citing a specific page on a website, you will treat its title similarly to an article title—enclosed
in quotation marks. The overall website name is then treated like a publication title and is italicized.
If there is no identifiable author for the web page, you begin the entry with the title of the page. For
websites that are essentially electronic versions of print publications (like online newspapers or
journals), you will often include the print publication details along with the online access
information.



Website Page Example
Citing a specific page from a website requires including the author, page title, website name, and
access information. This ensures your readers can locate the exact content you referenced.

Author Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of Specific Page." Name of Website.
Publication Date or Last Updated Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example: Chen, Li. "Chicago's Historic Bridges." Explore Chicago History. Last updated March
15, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.explorechicagohistory.com/bridges.

Online Journal Article (with DOI)
When an online journal article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it is preferred over a URL as it
provides a stable and persistent link to the article.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Month
Year): Page numbers. DOI.

Example: Rodriguez, Sofia. "The Impact of the L Train on Chicago Neighborhoods." Urban
Geography Quarterly 15, no. 1 (January 2022): 55-72. doi:10.1177/12345678901234567.

Blog Post Example
Blog posts are increasingly common sources. The format for a blog post entry generally includes the
author, the post title, the blog name, the publication date, and the URL.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Blog Post." Name of Blog, Month Day, Year. Accessed
Month Day, Year. URL.

Example: Patel, Anjali. "Hidden Gems in Chicago's Art Scene." The Artful Wanderer,
September 10, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.artfulwanderer.com/chicago-art-gems.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples for Other Source
Types
Beyond books and periodicals, a comprehensive Chicago style bibliography may need to include a
variety of other source types, such as dissertations, government documents, conference



proceedings, and even interviews. Each of these has its own specific formatting requirements to
ensure clarity and accessibility for the reader. The underlying principle of providing complete and
accurate information remains consistent across all source types.

For dissertations and theses, you'll typically need to include the author's name, the title of the
dissertation, the degree sought, the university that granted the degree, and the year. Government
documents require careful attention to the issuing agency, the title of the document, and publication
details. Conference proceedings often involve listing the conference title, location, date, and the
authors and titles of the individual papers. Interviews, whether published or unpublished, need
information about the interviewee, interviewer, date, and the format of the interview (e.g., personal,
phone, recorded).

Dissertation or Thesis Example
When citing a dissertation or thesis, it’s important to include the author, title, degree, institution,
and year of completion.

Author Last Name, First Name. "Title of Dissertation." PhD diss. or MA thesis, University
Name, Year.

Example: Kim, Ji-hoon. "The Evolution of Chicago's Public Parks System." PhD diss.,
Northwestern University, 2017.

Government Document Example
Citing government documents requires identifying the responsible agency and the specific
publication details accurately.

Issuing Agency. Title of Document. Publication details (place, publisher, year).

Example: United States. Congress. House. Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
Report on the Future of Chicago's Infrastructure. Washington, DC: Government Printing
Office, 2021.

Interview Example (Unpublished)
For unpublished interviews, you need to provide enough information for the reader to understand
the context and potentially access the interview if it is available.

Interviewee Last Name, First Name. Interview by Interviewer First Name Last Name. Month
Day, Year. Type of interview (e.g., personal interview, phone interview).



Example: Miller, Susan. Interview by Robert Davis. January 15, 2022. Personal interview.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style
Bibliography
Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style bibliography formatting can present several challenges
for writers. One of the most common issues is maintaining consistency, especially when dealing with
a wide array of source types or when collaborating on a project. Another frequent hurdle is the
accurate citation of electronic or digital resources, which can be prone to changes or may lack
traditional publication information. Ensuring that every element—from author names and titles to
publication dates and URLs—is correctly presented and punctuated requires meticulous attention to
detail.

To overcome these challenges, the most effective solution is to consult the latest edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style directly. Having a reliable citation guide readily available and referring to it
consistently for each source type will prevent errors and ensure adherence to the established rules.
Furthermore, utilizing citation management software can be incredibly helpful in generating
accurate bibliographic entries and maintaining consistency, although it's always wise to double-
check the software's output against official guidelines. Practicing with different source types and
reviewing examples will also build confidence and accuracy over time.

Ensuring Consistency Across Entries
Consistency is the bedrock of a well-formatted bibliography. This applies not only to the overall
structure of each entry but also to the treatment of punctuation, capitalization, and the inclusion or
exclusion of certain details. For instance, if you italicize book titles, do so for all book titles listed. If
you abbreviate states in publication locations, apply this rule uniformly. Inconsistent formatting can
distract readers and detract from the professionalism of your work, suggesting a lack of carefulness
in your research process.

To ensure consistency, it is advisable to create a style sheet for your project, outlining specific
formatting decisions you will make based on the Chicago Manual of Style. This document can serve
as a reference point for yourself and any collaborators. Regularly reviewing your bibliography as you
add new entries can also help catch inconsistencies before they become entrenched. A final
proofread focused solely on bibliographic formatting is an essential step in the writing process.

Handling Ambiguous or Missing Information
Sometimes, sources may lack crucial bibliographic information, such as a publication date, an
author, or a clear publisher. In such cases, Chicago style provides specific conventions for indicating
this missing information. For example, if a publication date is unknown, you might use "n.d." (no
date). If an author is not identified, the entry typically begins with the title of the work. If a publisher
is not listed, you might omit it if it can be reasonably inferred or follow specific guidelines for that
source type.



It is important to consult the Chicago Manual of Style for the precise guidelines on handling missing
information for each specific source type. Avoid simply guessing or leaving blanks. Using the correct
abbreviations or alternative formatting methods clearly signals to your readers that you have
encountered incomplete information and have followed established academic conventions to
represent it. When in doubt, it is always better to consult the manual or a trusted academic advisor.









Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The Notes-Bibliography system
uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a bibliography at the end listing all sources. The
Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Last Name Year, Page Number) and
also includes a bibliography at the end, though it is often called a "reference list" in this system.

Q: How do I cite a website that has no author or publication
date?
A: If a website has no author, begin the entry with the title of the page or article. If there is no
publication date or last updated date, you will use "n.d." (no date) where the date would normally
appear. Always include the access date and the URL.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a chapter in an edited book?
A: No, you should not italicize the title of a chapter in an edited book. In Chicago style, chapter titles
(or article titles within a larger work) are enclosed in quotation marks. The title of the overall book
would be italicized.

Q: What is the correct way to list three or more authors in a
Chicago style bibliography?
A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, for the first author, you list their name in reverse order (Last
Name, First Name). For subsequent authors, you list them in normal order (First Name Last Name).
If there are many authors (typically more than ten), you may list the first author followed by "et al."
in the bibliography. Always consult the latest edition of the CMOS for precise guidance on the
number of authors to list.

Q: When should I use a DOI instead of a URL for online
articles?
A: You should use a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) when it is available for an online article,
especially for journal articles. The DOI is a persistent identifier that provides a stable link to the
content, making it more reliable than a URL, which can change or become broken.

Q: How do I cite a personal communication, like an email or
conversation, in Chicago style?
A: Personal communications are generally not included in the bibliography because they are not
retrievable by the reader. They are cited in footnotes or endnotes within the text, including the name
of the communicator, the type of communication, and the date.



Q: What is the purpose of the "accessed" date for online
sources?
A: The "accessed" date is included for online sources because web content can be altered or
removed at any time. This date indicates when you, the author, viewed the material, providing a
point of reference for your citation should the online content change or disappear before a reader
can access it.

Q: How do I cite a republished book in Chicago style?
A: For a republished book, you will typically list the original publication information first, followed by
the information for the new edition you are using. For example, "Author Last Name, First Name.
Original Title (Original Publication Year). Reprinted edition, Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Reprint." The edition you are using should be clearly indicated.
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