
chicago style bibliography format
examples
The Chicago Manual of Style provides a highly respected and widely adopted citation style
for academic and professional writing. Understanding the intricacies of its bibliography
format is crucial for ensuring academic integrity and presenting your research in a clear,
standardized manner. This comprehensive guide will delve into various Chicago style
bibliography format examples, covering common source types like books, journal articles,
websites, and more. We will explore the essential components of each entry, the specific
punctuation and capitalization rules, and offer practical examples to illustrate correct
formatting. Whether you are a student, researcher, or seasoned writer, mastering these
Chicago style bibliography format examples will enhance the credibility and professionalism
of your work.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Bibliographies

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct but related citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This article primarily focuses on the
bibliography component, which is common to both, though the full entries within the
bibliography may differ slightly depending on the chosen system. A bibliography, in
essence, is an alphabetical list of all the sources consulted and cited in a paper. It serves as
a roadmap for your readers, allowing them to locate and verify the information you have
presented. The core principle behind a Chicago style bibliography is to provide enough
information for each source so that it is uniquely identifiable and retrievable by your
audience.

Key elements typically include author(s), title of the work, publication information (city,



publisher, year), and for articles, the journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers. The
exact order and punctuation are critical for adherence to the Chicago style. Consistency is
paramount; once you choose a format for a particular source type, you must apply it
uniformly throughout your bibliography. This section will lay the groundwork for
understanding the fundamental structure before diving into specific examples.

Chicago Style Bibliography Format Examples for
Common Sources

This section provides detailed Chicago style bibliography format examples for the most
frequently encountered source types in academic writing. Each example demonstrates the
correct order of information, punctuation, and capitalization as prescribed by the Chicago
Manual of Style. Familiarizing yourself with these examples will significantly simplify the
process of creating your own bibliography.

Books

When citing a book in your Chicago style bibliography, you'll typically include the author's
name, the full title of the book (italicized), and the publication details. For the notes-
bibliography system, the author's name is inverted (Last Name, First Name). For the author-
date system, it remains First Name Last Name. The city of publication, publisher, and year
of publication follow the title.

Here is a standard format for a book in a Chicago style bibliography (notes-bibliography
system):

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Smith, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

If there are multiple authors, the first author's name is inverted, and subsequent authors
are listed in normal order. For edited volumes, the editor(s) are listed instead of the
author(s).

Ebooks

Citing ebooks in Chicago style requires including information about its digital availability.
While the core bibliographic details remain similar to print books, you will need to add
information about the ebook format and a persistent identifier like a DOI (Digital Object



Identifier) or a URL. This ensures readers can access the same edition of the work.

The format for an ebook generally includes the author, title, publication details (if available
or relevant), the ebook format, and a DOI or URL.

Last Name, First Name. Title of Ebook. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication. Format (e.g., Kindle, PDF). DOI or URL.

Example:

Garcia, Maria. Digital Humanities: A New Era. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018.
Kindle. https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190887654.001.0001.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a common source in academic research, and their citation format in
Chicago style is specific. You will need to include the author(s), the article title (in quotation
marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, and the page range of
the article. Including the DOI is also crucial for easy retrieval.

The general format for a journal article in Chicago style is:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
range. DOI.

Example:

Lee, David. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." Journal of Communication
Studies 45, no. 2 (2022): 112-130. https://doi.org/10.1177/00219916211054321.

Magazine and Newspaper Articles

Articles from magazines and newspapers, while often shorter in scope than academic
journal articles, still require proper citation. The key difference lies in the publication details
and the inclusion of the date of publication for magazines and newspapers, which is more
specific than for academic journals.

For magazine articles:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Magazine, Month Day, Year. Page
numbers.



Example:

Brown, Sarah. "The Future of Renewable Energy." Science Today, June 2023, 45-48.

For newspaper articles:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Newspaper, Month Day, Year. Section
and page numbers.

Example:

Williams, Robert. "City Council Approves New Park Project." Chicago Tribune, May 15, 2023.
Metro, A1.

Websites and Webpages

Citing online sources has become increasingly important. For websites and webpages, you
should provide as much identifying information as possible, including the author (if
available), the title of the specific page, the website name, and the URL. Including the date
of access is often recommended, especially for content that might change.

A common format for a webpage is:

Author Last Name, First Name (if known). "Title of Webpage." Name of Website. Last
Modified or Copyright Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

National Archives. "Documents from the Civil War Era." National Archives. Accessed July 20,
2023. https://www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/documents.

If no author is listed, you start with the title of the webpage. If there is no specific author
and no clear title for the webpage itself, you can begin with the name of the website.

Other Source Types in Chicago Style

Beyond the common sources, Chicago style also provides guidelines for citing a variety of
other materials, such as book chapters, conference proceedings, dissertations, films,
interviews, and government documents. The principles remain the same: provide clear and
sufficient information for identification and retrieval. For instance, a book chapter citation
would include the chapter author, chapter title, book title, editor(s), publication information,
and page range of the chapter.



Example for a Book Chapter:

Last Name, First Name. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, edited by Editor First Name
Last Name, Page range of chapter. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

Chen, Wei. "The Evolution of Artificial Intelligence." In Innovations in Technology, edited by
Sarah Johnson, 88-105. London: Tech Publishing House, 2021.

Specific Formatting Considerations for Chicago
Bibliographies

Adhering to the specific formatting nuances of Chicago style is crucial for a polished and
professional bibliography. These details, while seemingly minor, contribute significantly to
the clarity and consistency of your citations, making them easier for your readers to
navigate and understand. This section will elaborate on key formatting elements.

Author Names

As mentioned earlier, author names are a cornerstone of any citation. In the notes-
bibliography system, the first author listed in the bibliography is always inverted (Last
Name, First Name). Subsequent authors are listed in normal order (First Name Last Name).
If there are three or more authors, you can list the first author followed by "et al." in the
notes, but the full bibliography entry should list all authors.

For example, if a book has authors John Smith and Jane Doe:

Smith, John, and Jane Doe. Title of Work. Publisher, Year.

If there are more than two authors and you are using the notes-bibliography system, you
list them all in the bibliography, but you may use "et al." in the notes.

Titles

The treatment of titles in a Chicago style bibliography is standardized to differentiate
between different types of works. Book titles, journal titles, and magazine titles are typically
italicized. Titles of articles within these larger works, such as chapter titles or journal article
titles, are enclosed in quotation marks.



This distinction helps readers quickly identify whether a reference points to a standalone
publication or a part of a larger publication. For example, the title of a book is italicized, but
the title of a chapter within that book is placed in quotation marks.

Publication Information

Publication information provides essential context about where and when a work was
published. For books, this includes the city of publication, the name of the publisher, and
the year of publication. If a book has multiple publication cities, Chicago style generally
recommends using the first city listed. For journal articles, the relevant publication
information includes the journal title, volume number, and issue number.

It is important to be precise with publisher names and to use the most recent edition's
publication details if available and relevant to your research.

Dates

Dates are critical for establishing the timeliness and context of a source. For books, the
year of publication is typically used. For magazines and newspapers, the full date (Month
Day, Year) is generally required. For online sources, the date of publication or last
modification is important, along with the date of access, to indicate when the information
was retrieved.

The format of dates can vary slightly depending on the source type, but consistency within
your bibliography is key.

Page Numbers

Page numbers are vital for directing readers to the specific location of information within a
source. For books, if you are citing a specific passage, you will include the page number in
your note. In the bibliography, however, page numbers are typically included for articles
(indicating the full range of the article) or for specific parts of books if the bibliography
entry is for a chapter or an essay within an edited collection.

For journal articles, the page range covers the entire article, e.g., "112-130." For book
chapters, it would be the pages on which that specific chapter appears.

When to Use Footnotes/Endnotes vs. Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two systems for incorporating citations within your text:



the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While this article has focused
on the bibliography, understanding how it interacts with in-text citations is important.

In the notes-bibliography system, you use numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite your
sources directly within the text. These notes provide brief citation information and
correspond to more detailed entries in the bibliography at the end of your paper. The
bibliography in this system is an alphabetical list of all sources cited, and it can also include
sources consulted but not directly cited. The purpose of the bibliography here is to provide
a comprehensive record of your research and to assist readers in locating the sources.

Conversely, the author-date system uses parenthetical citations within the text, typically
including the author's last name and the year of publication (and page number if
necessary). This system also requires a reference list at the end of the paper, which is
alphabetically arranged and contains full bibliographic details for all sources cited in the
text. The reference list is usually limited to sources that have been directly cited.

Choosing between these systems often depends on the requirements of your professor,
publisher, or discipline. Both systems ultimately aim to provide accurate and accessible
source attribution, with the bibliography (or reference list) serving as the definitive
compilation of all sources used.

Mastering these Chicago style bibliography format examples and the underlying principles
will equip you with the skills to accurately and professionally cite your sources. Remember
to consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-date
guidelines and for specific situations not covered here.

Q: What is the primary difference between a Chicago
style bibliography and a reference list?
A: In the notes-bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style, a bibliography is an
alphabetical list of all sources cited in the text, and it may also include sources consulted
but not directly cited. In contrast, the author-date system uses a reference list, which is
also alphabetical and contains only those sources that have been directly cited within the
text.

Q: How do I format author names in a Chicago style
bibliography?
A: For the notes-bibliography system, the first author's name is inverted (Last Name, First
Name). Subsequent authors are listed in normal order (First Name Last Name). If there are
three or more authors, the bibliography entry will list all authors, but the note may use "et
al."



Q: Should I italicize the title of a journal article in my
Chicago style bibliography?
A: No, the title of a journal article should be enclosed in quotation marks. The title of the
journal itself, however, should be italicized.

Q: What information is essential for citing a website in
Chicago style?
A: Essential information for citing a website includes the author (if known), the title of the
specific webpage, the name of the website, and the URL. The date of access is also highly
recommended, especially for content that may change.

Q: How do I handle multiple editions of the same book
in my Chicago style bibliography?
A: If you consult multiple editions of the same book, cite the edition you used. Include the
edition number (e.g., 2nd ed., rev. ed.) after the title or before the publication information,
depending on the specific source type and edition details.

Q: Is it necessary to include the publisher's city in a
Chicago style bibliography?
A: Yes, the city of publication is a standard element for citing books and is typically included
in a Chicago style bibliography entry. If multiple cities are listed, generally the first one is
used.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important in Chicago
style citations?
A: DOI stands for Digital Object Identifier. It is a unique and persistent string of characters
used to identify an electronic document. Including the DOI for journal articles and other
online resources is crucial because it provides a stable and reliable way for readers to
locate the exact source online, even if the URL changes.

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a chapter in
an edited book?
A: A chapter in an edited book is cited by including the chapter author, the chapter title in
quotation marks, the title of the book (italicized), the editor(s), the page range of the
chapter, and the publication information for the book. The format is typically: Chapter
Author Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor First Name
Last Name, Page range of chapter. City: Publisher, Year.
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