chicago style bibliography for sociology

The Chicago style bibliography for sociology is a fundamental element for academic integrity and
clear communication within the discipline. Properly formatting citations is not merely a stylistic
choice; it's crucial for attributing sources, allowing readers to locate the original research, and
demonstrating a thorough understanding of academic conventions. This guide will delve into the
intricacies of creating a comprehensive Chicago style bibliography specifically tailored for
sociological research, covering common source types and essential formatting principles. Mastering
this citation style ensures your work adheres to scholarly standards, enhancing its credibility and
impact.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive
rules for writing, citation, and general manuscript preparation. For sociologists, adhering to CMOS
is essential for producing polished, professional research papers, theses, dissertations, and
publications. It offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system. The choice between these often depends on the specific journal, publisher, or
instructor’s requirements.

The Notes-Bibliography system, common in the humanities, uses numbered footnotes or endnotes
within the text to cite sources, followed by a bibliography at the end of the work that lists all cited
sources alphabetically. The Author-Date system, more prevalent in the social sciences, uses in-text
parenthetical citations (Author Year, page number) and a reference list at the end, also alphabetical,
containing all sources cited in the text. Both systems aim for clarity, accuracy, and consistency in
presenting scholarly work.

Key Principles of Chicago Style Citations in Sociology



Regardless of which system is chosen, several core principles underpin the Chicago style
bibliography for sociology. Accuracy is paramount; every detail of the source must be correctly
transcribed, including author names, titles, publication dates, and page numbers. Consistency is
equally vital; once a format is chosen for a particular source type, it must be applied uniformly
throughout the bibliography and any corresponding in-text citations.

Attribution is the primary purpose of citation, ensuring that ideas, data, and words borrowed from
others are properly credited. This prevents plagiarism and allows readers to verify your research.
Furthermore, a well-formatted bibliography enhances the reader’s experience by providing a clear
roadmap to the sources that informed your sociological arguments and analysis. Understanding
these foundational principles is the first step toward mastering Chicago style for sociological
research.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes

The Notes-Bibliography system relies on either footnotes, which appear at the bottom of the page, or
endnotes, which are compiled at the end of the document. Each citation in the text is marked with a
superscript Arabic numeral. The first time a source is cited, the note provides full bibliographic
information. Subsequent citations of the same source may be shortened, often using the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page number.

The full citation in a footnote or endnote typically includes the author’s name (first name first), the
title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles), publication information (city of
publication, publisher, year for books), and the specific page number(s) being referenced. For
journal articles, it includes the journal title, volume and issue numbers, and the page range of the
article. This detailed approach ensures that readers can pinpoint the exact information being
referenced.

Author-Date System Overview

The Author-Date system offers a more concise in-text citation method. When referencing a source
within the narrative of a sociological paper, the citation appears in parentheses, typically at the end
of the sentence or clause. The standard format is (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For
example, a citation might look like (Giddens 1997, 45).

This system necessitates a corresponding "Reference List" at the end of the paper. Unlike the
bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography system, the Reference List in the Author-Date system
includes only those sources that were actually cited in the text. The entries in the Reference List are
arranged alphabetically by the author's last name and follow specific formatting rules for each
source type, mirroring the information required in the Notes-Bibliography system but presented in a
slightly different order and format.



Common Source Types and Their Chicago Style
Bibliography Formatting

Sociological research draws from a diverse range of sources, each requiring specific formatting
within a Chicago style bibliography. Understanding these distinctions is crucial for accuracy and
completeness. Below are common source types and their typical Chicago style representations.

Books

When citing a book in a Chicago style bibliography (Notes-Bibliography system), the general format
is: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

For example:

e Becker, Howard S. Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance. New York: Free Press,
1963.

e Bourdieu, Pierre. Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste. Translated by
Richard Nice. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1984.

In the Author-Date system, the reference list entry would be: Author Last Name, First Name. Year.
Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Journal Articles

Citing journal articles in a Chicago style bibliography requires attention to detail regarding volume,
issue, and page numbers. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the format is: Author Last Name, First
Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.

An example would be:

e Granovetter, Mark. "The Strength of Weak Ties." American Journal of Sociology 78, no. 6
(1973): 1360-1380.

e Du Bois, W. E. B. "The Souls of Black Folk." The Independent, March 1903.

For the Author-Date system, the reference list entry would be: Author Last Name, First Name. Year.
"Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page numbers.



Websites and Online Resources

Citing online resources in a Chicago style bibliography has become increasingly important. The
format generally includes author (if available), title of the specific page or document, name of the
overall website, publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. For the Notes-
Bibliography system, it is crucial to include an access date.

Example:

 Ritzer, George. "Sociological Theory." Accessed August 15, 2023.
https://www.routledge.com/Sociological-Theory/Ritzer-George/p/book/9781138193784.

¢ Pew Research Center. "Social Media Use in 2022." Last modified November 15, 2022.
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2022/11/15/social-media-use-in-2022/.

In the Author-Date system, the reference list entry would be: Author Last Name, First Name. Year.
"Title of Page." Website Name. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Interviews

Interviews are often crucial primary sources in sociological research. When citing an interview in a
Chicago style bibliography, the format depends on whether it was published or unpublished, and
whether it is personal or public. For unpublished personal interviews, the note typically includes the
interviewee's name, designation, date of interview, and location of the interview or the collection
where it is housed.

Example for an unpublished interview:

e Interview with Dr. Jane Smith, sociologist, March 10, 2023, Chicago, IL.

If the interview has been published (e.g., in a book or online), it would be cited according to its
published format. For the Author-Date system, unpublished interviews are generally not included in
the reference list unless they are archival materials that are publicly accessible.

Government Documents

Government documents are essential for many sociological studies, providing statistics, policy
analysis, and historical context. The citation for these in a Chicago style bibliography typically
begins with the issuing agency, followed by the title of the document, and then publication details.



Example:

e United States. Census Bureau. Statistical Abstract of the United States: 2020. Washington,
DC: Government Printing Office, 2020.

e National Institute of Mental Health. Depression in Adults. NIH Publication No. 22-MH-8079.
Bethesda, MD: National Institute of Mental Health, 2022.

In the Author-Date system, the reference list entry would be: Issuing Agency. Year. Title of
Document. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Citing Sociological Theories and Concepts

When discussing foundational sociological theories or concepts, it is essential to cite the original
source or the most authoritative secondary source that clearly explains the concept. This might
involve citing a seminal work by a theorist or a widely accepted textbook.

For instance, to cite the concept of the looking-glass self, you would reference Charles Horton
Cooley's work:

¢ Cooley, Charles Horton. Human Nature and the Social Order. New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1902.

In-text, this might appear as (Cooley 1902, 152-153) or in a note, it would provide full details. The
goal is to ground theoretical discussions in established scholarly contributions.

The Importance of Consistency in Chicago Style
Bibliographies

The bedrock of a professional Chicago style bibliography for sociology is unwavering consistency.
Whether employing the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date system, the chosen format for each
element must be applied uniformly across all entries. Inconsistency can lead to confusion for the
reader and can detract from the perceived rigor of your research.

This means that if you choose to italicize book titles, you must do so for every book listed. Similarly,
if you use the author's full name in one entry, use it for all authors where that information is
available. This principle extends to punctuation, capitalization, and the order of information. A
consistent bibliography signals meticulous attention to detail, a hallmark of strong academic
practice.



Common Pitfalls to Avoid in Sociological Citations

While the Chicago style is comprehensive, several common errors can undermine the quality of a
sociological bibliography. One frequent mistake is failing to include all necessary publication
information, such as the publisher or the year of publication for books, or the journal volume and
issue for articles.

Another common pitfall is inconsistent formatting for similar source types. For example, some
entries for books might include the editor, while others omit it. Plagiarism, even unintentional, can
arise from incorrect or missing citations; always err on the side of caution and cite thoroughly.

Other errors include:

e Incorrectly abbreviating journal titles or publisher names.

e Omitting page numbers for direct quotes.

e Failing to update URLs for online sources.

e Mixing elements of the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems.

» Incorrectly capitalizing titles of books or articles.

Careful review and adherence to the specific guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style are essential
to avoid these mistakes and produce a polished, credible bibliography for your sociological work.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in Chicago style for
sociology?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text. The Notes-Bibliography
system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-
text citations (Author Year, page number). Both systems conclude with a list of sources, but the
Notes-Bibliography system'’s list is a bibliography of all sources consulted and cited, whereas the
Author-Date system’s list is a reference list of only those sources cited in the text.

Q: How do I cite a book chapter in a Chicago style
bibliography for sociology?

A: For a book chapter in a Chicago style bibliography (Notes-Bibliography system), you would cite it



as: Author Last Name, First Name. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor First Name Last
Name, Chapter Page Range. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a newspaper article in a
Chicago style sociology bibliography?

A: For a newspaper article in a Chicago style bibliography (Notes-Bibliography system), the format
is: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Newspaper Name, Month Day, Year.

Q: When should I use an access date for a website citation in
my Chicago style bibliography for sociology?

A: You should use an access date for website citations whenever the content is likely to change or be
updated, such as blogs, news articles, or web pages that do not have a clear publication or last
updated date. This helps readers understand when the information was current. For the Author-Date
system, it's still included in the reference list.

Q: How do I format citations for sociological research that
uses a dataset?

A: Citing datasets in a Chicago style bibliography for sociology requires identifying the creator or
responsible organization, the title of the dataset, the version or release number, the year of release,
and the source or repository from which it was accessed, along with a URL or DOI if available.

Q: Can I use abbreviations in my Chicago style bibliography
for sociology?

A: Generally, the Chicago Manual of Style recommends spelling out most words rather than using
abbreviations, especially for publisher names and journal titles, unless a specific, commonly
recognized abbreviation exists. Consistency is key; if you choose to abbreviate, do so consistently.

Q: What if I can’t find the publication date for a source when
creating my Chicago style bibliography for sociology?

A: If a publication date cannot be determined, you should use "n.d." (no date) in place of the year in
your Chicago style bibliography. This applies to both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
systems.



Chicago Style Bibliography For Sociology

Chicago Style Bibliography For Sociology

Related Articles

e chicago style citation examples for translations

e chicago style authorship ethics
e chicago style conclusion format

Back to Home


https://www.chem.study/textbooks-029/chicago-style-bibliography-for-sociology.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-029/chicago-style-citation-examples-for-translations.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-029/chicago-style-authorship-ethics.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-029/chicago-style-conclusion-format.pdf
https://www.chem.study

