
chicago style bibliography for social sciences
The chicago style bibliography for social sciences is a crucial element for academic integrity and clear
communication within various disciplines. Mastering its nuances ensures that your research is
properly attributed, allowing readers to trace your sources and build upon your findings. This
comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of creating a robust Chicago-style bibliography
specifically for social science research, covering everything from fundamental principles to advanced
formatting for diverse source types. We will explore the essential components of a Chicago
bibliography, the differences between author-date and notes-bibliography systems, and provide
detailed examples for commonly encountered social science sources such as books, journal articles,
websites, and interviews. Understanding these guidelines will empower you to present your work
professionally and adhere to scholarly standards.
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Understanding the Chicago Style in Social Sciences

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and frequently used citation style in
academic writing, particularly within the humanities and social sciences. For social science
researchers, adhering to a consistent citation method is paramount. It not only demonstrates
meticulousness in research but also aids in the transparent acknowledgment of intellectual
contributions. The social sciences, encompassing fields like sociology, political science, anthropology,
psychology, and economics, often involve complex arguments supported by empirical data and
theoretical frameworks derived from a variety of sources. A well-constructed Chicago-style
bibliography ensures that these sources are easily identifiable and verifiable by readers.

The social sciences rely heavily on a broad spectrum of information, from peer-reviewed journals and
scholarly monographs to government reports, interviews, and digital archives. Each of these source
types presents unique challenges when it comes to proper citation. The Chicago style, with its
inherent flexibility and detailed guidelines, provides a robust framework for managing this diversity.
By following the prescribed format, scholars can ensure that their citations are accurate, consistent,
and meet the rigorous standards expected in academic discourse. This consistency is key to building
credibility and facilitating further research within the scholarly community.



The Two Chicago Style Systems: Author-Date vs.
Notes-Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for managing citations and bibliographies: the
author-date system and the notes-bibliography system. Both are acceptable within the social
sciences, but the choice often depends on the specific discipline or the requirements of a particular
publication or instructor. Understanding the fundamental differences between these two systems is
the first step toward effectively implementing the Chicago style.

Author-Date System

The author-date system is characterized by in-text citations that include the author's last name and
the year of publication, often accompanied by a page number for direct quotations. For example, a
parenthetical citation might look like (Smith 2020, 45). The bibliography at the end of the paper lists
all cited sources alphabetically by the author's last name. This system is generally favored in the
empirical social sciences, where it is common to reference findings from specific years and to quickly
identify the origin of data or arguments.

Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes within the text to refer readers
to sources, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work that lists all cited materials
alphabetically. The initial note for a source provides full publication details, while subsequent notes
for the same source are typically shortened. This system is more common in historical and other
humanistic disciplines but is also used in some social science fields, particularly those with a strong
theoretical or historical component.

Core Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry

Regardless of which of the two Chicago systems you employ, a bibliography entry for any source in
the social sciences will generally include a set of core elements. These elements provide the essential
information needed for a reader to locate and identify the source. The order and punctuation of these
elements are crucial for maintaining consistency and adhering to the Chicago style guidelines.

The fundamental components typically include:

Author(s) or Editor(s)



Title of the work

Publication information (publisher, place of publication, year)

For articles: Journal title, volume, issue number, and page range

For online sources: URL and access date

Formatting Books for a Social Science Bibliography

Books are foundational sources in many social science disciplines, and their correct citation in a
Chicago-style bibliography is essential. The specific format will vary slightly depending on whether the
book is a single-authored work, edited collection, or has multiple authors. Adhering to the correct
punctuation, capitalization, and order of elements is critical for clarity.

Single-Authored Book

For a single-authored book, the bibliography entry begins with the author's last name, followed by
their first name. The title of the book is italicized. Following the title comes the publication
information: the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication, separated by colons
and commas as appropriate.

Example (Author-Date):
Smith, John. 2020. Theories of Social Change. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):
Smith, John. Theories of Social Change. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Edited Collection

When citing an edited collection of essays or chapters, you list the editor(s) instead of an author. The
editor's name is typically presented in the format "First Name Last Name, ed." or "First Name Last
Name, eds." for multiple editors. The title of the book is italicized, followed by the publication details.

Example (Author-Date):
Davis, Angela, and Patrick J. Smith, eds. 2019. Contemporary Issues in Political Sociology. New York:
Oxford University Press.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):



Davis, Angela, and Patrick J. Smith, eds. Contemporary Issues in Political Sociology. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2019.

Book with Multiple Authors

For books with two or three authors, list all authors in the order they appear on the title page. For
books with more than three authors, you can list the first author followed by "et al." (and others) in
the bibliography, but it is generally preferred to list all authors in the first note if using the notes-
bibliography system.

Example (Author-Date):
Johnson, Robert K., Maria Garcia, and David Lee. 2021. Research Methods in Psychology. Boston:
Pearson.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):
Johnson, Robert K., Maria Garcia, and David Lee. Research Methods in Psychology. Boston: Pearson,
2021.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style for Social
Sciences

Journal articles are a cornerstone of current social science research, disseminating new findings and
theoretical debates. Citing them accurately is vital for academic credibility and for allowing readers to
access the latest scholarship. The Chicago style provides specific formats for journal articles,
distinguishing between the author-date and notes-bibliography systems.

Key Components of a Journal Article Citation

A standard journal article citation in Chicago style includes the author(s), the article title (in quotation
marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page
range of the article. For online access, a DOI or URL and access date are also included.

Example (Author-Date)

Lee, Sarah, and Michael Chen. 2018. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Polarization." Journal of
Communication Studies 45 (2): 112-130.



Example (Notes-Bibliography)

Lee, Sarah, and Michael Chen. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Polarization." Journal of
Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2018): 112-130.

Online Journal Articles

When citing an article accessed online, include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, as it
provides a stable link to the article. If a DOI is not available, provide the URL and the date you
accessed the article.

Example (Author-Date, with DOI):
Garcia, Elena. 2022. "Cross-Cultural Perceptions of Justice." International Journal of Sociology 50 (3):
201-225. doi:10.1080/00207111.2022.2034567.

Example (Notes-Bibliography, with URL):
Garcia, Elena. "Cross-Cultural Perceptions of Justice." International Journal of Sociology 50, no. 3
(2022): 201-225. https://www.examplejournal.com/article/12345 (accessed October 26, 2023).

Referencing Online Resources and Websites

The digital age has made websites and online reports indispensable resources for social science
research. Citing them accurately in Chicago style requires attention to the author or organization
responsible, the title of the specific page or document, the website name, and the date of publication
or last update, along with the access date.

Websites and Online Reports

When citing a webpage, begin with the author or organization, followed by the title of the specific
page or document. Then, include the name of the website (if different from the author/organization),
and the publication date or last updated date. Crucially, include the URL and the date you accessed
the page.

Example (Author-Date):
United Nations. 2023. "Global Development Trends Report." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.un.org/development/reports/2023.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):
United Nations. "Global Development Trends Report." Accessed October 26, 2023.



https://www.un.org/development/reports/2023.

Government Publications Online

Government agencies often publish reports and data online. Treat these similarly to other website
citations, identifying the specific government agency as the author.

Example (Author-Date):
U.S. Census Bureau. 2022. "Demographic Shifts in Metropolitan Areas." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.census.gov/data/reports/2022/demographics.html.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):
U.S. Census Bureau. "Demographic Shifts in Metropolitan Areas." Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.census.gov/data/reports/2022/demographics.html.

Including Other Social Science Source Types

Social science research often draws upon a diverse range of materials beyond books and journal
articles. Properly citing these materials ensures a comprehensive and accurate representation of your
research foundation. This includes interviews, conference presentations, dissertations, and other
unpublished materials.

Interviews

Interviews are a primary source method in many social sciences. When citing an interview, include
the interviewee's name, the type of interview (e.g., "personal interview," "email interview"), and the
date it was conducted. For unpublished interviews, you may also include the location where the
interview took place or where the recording/transcript is housed.

Example (Author-Date):
Chang, Mei (personal interview with author), October 10, 2023.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):
Chang, Mei. Personal interview with author. October 10, 2023.

Dissertations and Theses

When citing doctoral dissertations or master's theses, include the author's name, the title of the



dissertation (italicized), the type of work (e.g., "Ph.D. dissertation," "M.A. thesis"), the university that
granted the degree, and the year of completion. If available, include the database where the
dissertation was accessed.

Example (Author-Date):
Rodriguez, Carlos. 2021. Urban Gentrification Patterns in Latin American Cities. Ph.D. dissertation,
University of California, Berkeley.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):
Rodriguez, Carlos. Urban Gentrification Patterns in Latin American Cities. Ph.D. dissertation, University
of California, Berkeley, 2021.

Conference Presentations

Citing conference presentations involves identifying the presenter, the title of the presentation (in
quotation marks), the name of the conference, the location, and the date of the conference.

Example (Author-Date):
Williams, Olivia. 2022. "The Sociology of Remote Work." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Sociological Association, Chicago, IL, August 15-18.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):
Williams, Olivia. "The Sociology of Remote Work." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the
American Sociological Association, Chicago, IL, August 15-18, 2022.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Chicago
Bibliographies

Creating a Chicago-style bibliography, while systematic, can still present challenges. Awareness of
common errors and adherence to best practices will significantly improve the accuracy and
professionalism of your academic work in the social sciences. Paying close attention to detail is key to
avoiding these frequent missteps.

Common Errors to Avoid

Inconsistent punctuation: Ensure commas, periods, and colons are used precisely as dictated by
the Chicago Manual of Style.

Incorrect capitalization: Titles of books and articles should follow Chicago's title-case rules,
while journal titles are typically in title case as well.



Missing essential information: Always double-check that you have included all necessary
components for each source type, such as publication dates or URLs.

Incorrect order of elements: The sequence of author, title, and publication information is fixed
and must be followed.

Over-reliance on generic website citations: Be specific when citing online sources, identifying
authors, specific articles, or reports rather than just the homepage.

Best Practices for Social Science Bibliographies

To ensure your Chicago-style bibliography is impeccable, adopt these best practices.

Consult the official Chicago Manual of Style: For any ambiguities or specific formatting
questions, the CMOS is the definitive resource.

Use citation management software judiciously: Tools like Zotero or EndNote can help automate
the process, but always review generated citations for accuracy.

Maintain a consistent style: Whether you choose author-date or notes-bibliography, apply it
uniformly throughout your paper.

Proofread meticulously: A final, careful proofread of your bibliography can catch many minor
errors.

Understand the purpose: Remember that your bibliography is a tool for your readers to access
and verify your research. Make it as clear and useful as possible.

By internalizing these principles and practicing diligent citation, you will enhance the scholarly rigor
and readability of your social science research, ensuring your work contributes effectively to the
academic conversation.

Q: What is the primary difference between the author-date
and notes-bibliography systems in Chicago style for social
sciences?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented and how source information is
organized. The author-date system uses parenthetical citations (Author Year, Page) within the text
and a bibliography alphabetized by author. The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes
or endnotes for citations in the text, with a bibliography at the end that also lists sources
alphabetically by author.



Q: How do I cite a chapter from an edited book in a Chicago
style bibliography for social sciences?
A: For an edited book chapter, you typically cite the author of the chapter, followed by the chapter
title (in quotation marks), then "in" followed by the book title (italicized), the editor(s) (preceded by
"ed." or "eds."), the publication information (place, publisher, year), and finally the page range of the
chapter.

Q: What is the correct way to format a website in a Chicago
style bibliography for social sciences?
A: When citing a website, begin with the author or organization responsible, followed by the title of
the specific page or document (in quotation marks if it's an article or post, or italicized if it's a
standalone work). Then, include the website name, the publication or last updated date, and crucially,
the URL and the date you accessed the page.

Q: Should I use DOIs or URLs for online journal articles in my
Chicago style bibliography?
A: Whenever possible, you should use the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) for online journal articles.
DOIs provide a stable and permanent link to the article, even if the website's URL changes. If a DOI is
not available, then use the URL.

Q: How do I handle sources with no clear author in a Chicago
style bibliography for social sciences?
A: If a source has no identifiable author, you begin the citation with the title of the work. For the
author-date system, the title will be used in place of the author's name for alphabetization. For the
notes-bibliography system, the title will appear first in the bibliography entry.

Q: What is the rule for citing multiple works by the same
author in a Chicago style bibliography?
A: In a Chicago style bibliography, when you have multiple works by the same author, you list them
alphabetically by title. For subsequent works by the same author after the first entry, you replace the
author's name with three hyphens (---) followed by a period.

Q: How do I cite a government report in a Chicago style
bibliography for social sciences?
A: For a government report, you generally list the government agency as the author, followed by the
title of the report (italicized), and then the publication information, including the place of publication,
publisher (often the agency itself), and the year. If accessed online, include the URL and access date.



Q: What are the key differences in punctuation between the
author-date and notes-bibliography systems for journal
articles in Chicago style?
A: In the author-date system, the journal title is followed by the volume number, issue number in
parentheses, a colon, and the page range. In the notes-bibliography system, the journal title is
followed by the volume number, the issue number preceded by "no.", a comma, the year in
parentheses, and then the page range.
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