
chicago style bibliography for political
science
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide
used in academic writing across various disciplines, including political science. A properly
formatted Chicago style bibliography for political science is crucial for demonstrating
academic integrity, allowing readers to trace sources, and ensuring consistency within
scholarly work. This article will delve into the intricacies of creating an accurate and
compliant Chicago style bibliography, covering foundational principles, specific source
types, and common pitfalls to avoid. Understanding these guidelines ensures your research
is presented professionally and adheres to the high standards expected in political science
scholarship.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Bibliographies
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. For political science, the notes-bibliography system is
generally preferred, especially in disciplines that heavily rely on extensive textual analysis
and historical context, where footnotes or endnotes are commonly used to cite sources.
This system requires both in-text citations (as footnotes or endnotes) and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the work. The bibliography serves as a complete list of all
sources consulted and cited, providing full publication details for each entry.

The primary purpose of a bibliography is to give credit to the original authors whose work
has informed your research. It allows readers to verify your claims, explore your sources
further, and understand the intellectual lineage of your arguments. In political science,
where engaging with existing scholarship and theoretical frameworks is paramount, a well-
constructed bibliography is a testament to thorough research and intellectual engagement.
Adhering to the Chicago style ensures a standardized and recognizable format, facilitating
scholarly communication.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography
Entry
Regardless of the source type, most Chicago style bibliography entries share fundamental
components. These elements work together to uniquely identify a source and provide
sufficient information for a reader to locate it. Precision in these details is paramount to



creating an effective and accurate bibliography.

Essential Components of a Bibliography Entry
Every entry in your Chicago style bibliography will typically include the following core
pieces of information, though their order and specific formatting will vary based on the
source type:

Author(s) or Editor(s): The name(s) of the individual(s) or organization(s) responsible
for creating the work.

Title of the Work: The complete title of the book, article, chapter, or other publication.

Publication Information: Details such as the place of publication, publisher, and date of
publication for books, or journal title, volume, issue, and page numbers for articles.

Date of Access (for online sources): When applicable, the date you accessed the
digital material.

DOI or URL (for online sources): A persistent identifier or web address for online
resources.

The consistent and accurate application of these elements is the cornerstone of a strong
Chicago style bibliography. Errors in any of these areas can lead to ambiguity or make it
difficult for readers to find the original source, undermining the integrity of your work.

Formatting Rules for Different Source Types
The beauty and challenge of the Chicago style lie in its detailed prescriptions for formatting
a wide array of source materials. Political science research often draws from diverse
resources, from classic academic books to contemporary online articles and government
reports. Each requires specific attention to detail in the bibliography.

Books
Citing books is a fundamental skill. For a single-author book, the entry typically begins with
the author's last name, followed by their first name. The title of the book is italicized.
Following the title, you'll include the place of publication, the publisher's name, and the
year of publication. For example:

Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.

For edited volumes where you are citing a chapter, the format shifts to include the chapter
author, the chapter title, and then information about the larger edited volume, including its
editors, title, and publication details. This allows for precise attribution.



Journal Articles
Journal articles are a staple in political science research. The format for a journal article in a
Chicago style bibliography requires the author's name, the article title (in quotation marks),
the name of the journal (italicized), the volume number, the issue number, and the page
range of the article. If the article is online and has a DOI, that should also be included.

Author Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year):
Page numbers. DOI or URL.

The inclusion of volume and issue numbers is crucial for identifying the specific publication
within a journal's history, and the page range helps readers pinpoint the article's location.

Websites and Online Resources
The digital age has made citing online resources increasingly common and essential. For
websites, you'll typically include the author or organization responsible, the title of the
specific page or document, the name of the website (if distinct from the
author/organization), and the URL. Crucially, you must also include the date of access for
these materials, as web content can change or disappear.

Author Last Name, First Name (or Organization). “Title of Web Page.” Name of Website.
Last modified Date (if available) or Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

When dealing with online government reports, think tanks, or databases, adapt these
principles to include any identifying numbers, report titles, and official publication dates.
Accuracy in URLs and access dates is vital for reproducibility.

Government Documents and Reports
Political science heavily relies on government documents. Citing these can be complex due
to varying publication formats and issuing bodies. Generally, you'll start with the name of
the government body or agency that issued the document, followed by the title of the
report or document. Include publication dates and any report numbers or identifiers.

Issuing Agency. Title of Report. Report Number (if applicable). Place of Publication:
Publisher (if applicable), Year of Publication.

For legislative documents, such as congressional hearings or committee reports, the format
might include the name of the legislative body, session, bill number, and specific
committee. Precision here ensures that researchers can locate the exact legislative text
being referenced.

Common Challenges in Chicago Style Political
Science Bibliographies
While the Chicago style offers clear guidelines, several common challenges can arise when
compiling a bibliography for political science research. These often stem from the nature of
scholarly sources and the nuances of citation.



Citing Secondary Sources and Edited Collections
One frequent hurdle involves citing works within larger edited collections or books that
have multiple contributors. It's crucial to distinguish between citing the entire edited
volume and citing a specific chapter or essay within it. For a chapter, the chapter author's
name comes first, followed by the chapter title in quotation marks. Then, information about
the edited volume, including its editors and title, is provided. This differentiation is vital for
proper attribution and ensures that the work of the specific author is credited correctly.

Handling Works with No Author or Publication Date
Occasionally, you might encounter sources lacking a clear author or publication date. For
sources without an author, you begin the entry with the title of the work. If a publication
date is missing, you use "n.d." (no date) in its place. For online sources without a date,
providing the accessed date becomes even more critical. This ensures that the absence of
information is clearly communicated and doesn't lead to reader confusion or the
assumption that the information is current.

Ensuring Consistency in Names and Titles
Maintaining absolute consistency in how author names and titles are presented is a
persistent challenge. Small variations in spelling, abbreviations, or capitalization can
detract from the professionalism of your bibliography. It's essential to check for consistency
across all entries, paying close attention to the exact spelling of author names as they
appear on the title page and the precise wording of titles. For foreign language sources,
ensure correct transliteration and diacritics if applicable.

Tips for Maintaining Accuracy and Consistency
Creating a meticulous Chicago style bibliography requires a systematic approach.
Employing specific strategies can help you avoid errors and ensure a polished final product
that enhances the credibility of your political science research.

Utilize Citation Management Software
Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be invaluable for managing your sources and
generating bibliographies. While these programs require initial setup and correct data
input, they can significantly reduce manual errors and ensure adherence to formatting
rules. Learning to use one of these tools effectively can save considerable time and
improve accuracy.

Proofread Meticulously
Even with software assistance, thorough manual proofreading is indispensable. Read



through your bibliography entry by entry, comparing each one against your source
materials and the guidelines in the Chicago Manual of Style. Pay close attention to
punctuation, italics, quotation marks, and capitalization. A fresh set of eyes can also be
beneficial in catching mistakes you might have overlooked.

Consult the Latest Edition of the Chicago Manual of
Style
The Chicago Manual of Style is periodically updated to reflect changes in publishing
practices and technological advancements. Always refer to the most current edition of the
manual for the authoritative guidance on citation practices. Online versions or digital
resources can also provide quick access to specific rules and examples, which is particularly
helpful for nuanced situations encountered in political science scholarship.

Create a Style Sheet for Your Project
For larger projects or when collaborating, developing a simple style sheet can be beneficial.
This document can outline specific decisions made regarding common issues, such as how
to handle specific types of government documents or the preferred format for citing
particular online databases. This ensures uniformity, especially if multiple individuals are
contributing to the bibliography.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for political science?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text
citations (Author Year, Page) and a reference list at the end that is alphabetically sorted by
author's last name. Political science often favors the notes-bibliography system due to its
capacity for detailed commentary and the extensive use of historical and theoretical
sources.

Q: How do I format an edited book where I am citing the
entire book, not just a chapter?
A: When citing an entire edited book, you begin with the editor(s) names. The format is:
Editor Last Name, First Name, ed. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of
Publication.



Q: What is the correct way to cite a legal case in a
Chicago style bibliography for political science?
A: Legal cases are typically cited in a separate list of cases within legal scholarship, but if
included in a general bibliography, they are usually listed by case name followed by the
reporter citation. For example: Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803).

Q: How do I cite a government report that was
published by a specific agency within a larger
department?
A: You should cite the most specific issuing agency. For example, if a report is from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics within the Department of Labor, you would list the Bureau of
Labor Statistics as the issuing agency. The format would generally be: Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Title of Report. Report Number. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Labor, Year
of Publication.

Q: What is the correct procedure if a source has
multiple authors (more than two) for a Chicago style
bibliography?
A: For a Chicago style bibliography entry with more than two authors, list all authors in the
order they appear on the title page. For example: Author Last Name, First Name, Author
Last Name, First Name, and Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. In footnotes/endnotes, if there are three or more
authors, you can list the first author followed by "et al." after the first note.

Q: Should I include DOIs or URLs for all online sources
in my Chicago style bibliography?
A: Yes, if a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is available for an online article or book, it should
be included as it is a persistent link. If no DOI is available, provide the URL. For online
sources, also include the date of access.

Q: How do I handle recurring citations of the same
source in the notes-bibliography system?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, subsequent citations of a source in the footnotes or
endnotes are typically shortened. The first note for a source will be the full citation.
Subsequent notes will include the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if
necessary to distinguish from other works by the same author), and the page number. The
bibliography, however, will always contain the full, complete citation for every source listed.
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