
chicago style bibliography for journalism
The Chicago Manual of Style is a cornerstone for academic and professional writing, and
understanding its application to bibliographies, particularly within the dynamic field of
journalism, is crucial. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of creating a
Chicago style bibliography for journalism, covering essential elements, common source
types, and best practices to ensure accuracy and credibility in your reporting. We will
explore the fundamental principles of the Chicago style, differentiate between its author-
date and notes-bibliography systems, and provide detailed examples for a wide array of
journalistic sources, from interviews and press releases to online articles and broadcast
media. Mastering these principles will not only enhance the clarity and professionalism of
your published work but also solidify your commitment to journalistic integrity by properly
attributing all your research.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Journalism

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a comprehensive set of guidelines for writing,
citation, and formatting. While widely adopted in academic disciplines, its principles are
equally applicable and highly beneficial in the field of journalism. A well-formatted
bibliography, often referred to as a "Works Cited" or "References" page depending on the
system used, is essential for journalistic integrity. It allows readers to trace the origin of
information, verify facts, and understand the depth of research undertaken by the
journalist. Adhering to CMOS standards demonstrates a commitment to accuracy and
transparency, which are paramount in building trust with an audience.

For journalists, the Chicago style offers a robust framework for citing diverse sources
encountered in daily reporting. From interviews with eyewitnesses to data gleaned from
government websites, the manual provides clear instructions on how to present this
information accurately. The goal is to make the research process transparent and the
information accessible, enhancing the credibility of the journalistic piece. This includes



understanding how to format various types of media, ensuring that every source, no matter
how unconventional, is properly credited.

The Two Chicago Style Systems: Notes-
Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for citation: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Journalists, depending on the publication's guidelines
or personal preference, may encounter or be required to use either. The notes-bibliography
system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a comprehensive
bibliography appearing at the end of the work. This system is often favored for its ability to
provide detailed contextual information in notes without disrupting the flow of the main
text.

Conversely, the author-date system places a brief in-text citation (author's last name and
year of publication) directly in the narrative, followed by a reference list at the end that
provides full publication details. This method is often preferred in scientific and social
science fields but can also be adapted for journalistic use where brevity and immediate
source identification are key. Regardless of the chosen system, the core principle remains
the same: to provide clear and consistent attribution for all borrowed material. For
journalists, the choice between these two systems often comes down to the editorial style
of the publication for which they are writing.

Core Components of a Chicago Style Bibliography
Entry

A foundational understanding of the core components of a Chicago style bibliography entry
is crucial for accurately citing any source. While specific details vary by source type, most
entries will include a consistent set of information elements. These elements allow readers
to locate the original source and understand its context. Understanding these building
blocks is the first step toward mastering journalistic citation.

The essential components typically include:

Author(s) or Editor(s): The name(s) of the individual(s) or organization(s)
responsible for the work.

Title of Source: The full title of the specific article, book, chapter, or webpage being
cited.

Title of Container: The title of the larger work in which the source is found, such as
a journal, magazine, newspaper, or website.

Publisher: The name of the organization that published the work (for books and



some other media).

Publication Date: The year, and sometimes the month and day, of publication.

Location Information: This can include page numbers, volume and issue numbers
for periodicals, URLs for online sources, or access dates.

Crafting Bibliography Entries for Common
Journalistic Sources

Journalism involves a wide range of source materials, and the Chicago Manual of Style
provides specific guidance for each. Properly citing these diverse sources is vital for
maintaining credibility and allowing readers to follow up on your reporting. The following
sections will break down the creation of bibliography entries for the most frequently
encountered types of journalistic sources.

Interviews and Personal Communications

Citing interviews, whether conducted in person, over the phone, or via video conference,
requires careful attention to detail. Since these are typically unpublished works, the focus is
on providing enough information for the reader to understand the nature of the
communication and, if possible, to reconstruct the context. For direct quotes, journalists
often rely on notes or transcripts, which should be accurately represented.

When including interviews in a Chicago style bibliography using the notes-bibliography
system, they are often cited in the notes themselves rather than the bibliography,
especially if they are the only source of information for a specific point. However, if the
interview represents a substantial contribution to the work or if the publication's style guide
dictates, it can be included in the bibliography. The entry would typically include the
interviewee's name, the interviewer's name (if different from the author of the work), the
type of interview (e.g., "interview by [Interviewer's Name]"), the date of the interview, and
the location or medium (e.g., "telephone," "Zoom," "in person at [Location]").

For example:

Smith, Jane. Interview by John Doe. October 26, 2023. Telephone interview.

Doe, John. Personal interview with Jane Smith. November 1, 2023. New York City.



Print and Digital News Articles

Citing news articles, whether from physical newspapers or their online counterparts, is a
frequent requirement for journalists. The key is to provide clear attribution to the
publication, the author, and the specific article. For digital articles, including the URL and
access date is also important, especially if the content is prone to change or is behind a
paywall.

For print articles, the entry typically includes the author's name, the title of the article, the
name of the newspaper (italicized), the date of publication, and the page number(s). For
digital articles, the format is similar, but it also incorporates the website name (if different
from the newspaper name), the URL, and the date of access.

Here are examples:

Doe, John. "Local Election Results Announced." The Daily Chronicle, October 27, 2023,
A1.

Smith, Jane. "New City Park Opens to Public." The Urban Herald Online, October 28,
2023. https://www.urbanherald.com/news/park-opening. Accessed November 2, 2023.

Broadcast and Multimedia Sources

Journalists often incorporate information from television, radio, podcasts, and videos. Citing
these multimedia sources requires specifying the program or episode title, the network or
platform, the date of broadcast or release, and the relevant segments or timestamps if
possible. This ensures that the reader can find the specific content being referenced.

For a television news report, an entry might include the program title, the reporter's name,
the network, the date, and a brief description of the segment. For podcasts, it would include
the episode title, the podcast series name, the host(s), the release date, and the URL.
Properly identifying the producer or distributor can also be important for these types of
sources.

Example for a podcast episode:

Miller, Sarah. "Investigating Local Water Quality." Interview with David Lee. City
Sounds Podcast, episode 15. August 1, 2023.
https://citysoundspodcast.com/episode15.



Books and Reports

While not always the primary source for breaking news, books and in-depth reports
frequently provide background information, historical context, or expert analysis for
journalistic pieces. Citing these sources follows standard Chicago style for books, requiring
the author(s), title, publisher, and publication year.

For reports published by organizations or government agencies, the organizational name
often serves as the author. If an editor is credited, their name should be included. For
chapters within edited books, both the chapter author and the book editor(s) should be
cited, along with the book's overall title and publication details.

Example for a book:

Johnson, Robert. The History of Journalism in Chicago. Chicago: University Press, 2020.

Websites and Online Content

The vastness of online content necessitates clear citation practices for websites, blogs, and
other digital platforms. When citing a general website, the organization's name and the
website's title are primary. For specific pages, include the author (if any), the page title, the
website title, the publisher (if different from the website name), the publication date, and
the URL.

It is crucial to include the access date for online sources, as web content can be updated or
removed without notice. This allows readers to know when the information was current. Be
mindful of citing specific sections or articles on a website rather than just the homepage,
unless the homepage itself is the subject of the citation.

Example for a specific webpage:

“About Us.” Global News Network. Accessed November 3, 2023.
https://www.globalnewsnetwork.com/about.

Government Documents and Official Reports

Government documents, policy papers, and official reports are critical sources for
investigative journalism. Citing these requires identifying the issuing government body as
the author, followed by the title of the document, the publication date, and any relevant
identifying numbers (like report numbers or bill numbers). The specific format will depend
on whether the document is published online or in print.



For official reports from agencies, the agency's name should be listed as the author. If an
individual author is named, they should be credited as such. When dealing with legislative
documents, specific bill numbers or act titles are essential for accurate citation. Including
the URL for online government documents is a standard practice.

Example for a government report:

United States. Department of Commerce. National Trade Statistics Report.
Washington, DC: Government Publishing Office, 2022.
https://www.commerce.gov/reports/national-trade-statistics-2022.

Special Considerations for Journalistic Citations

Journalism often operates under tight deadlines and involves a diverse array of sources that
may not fit neatly into traditional academic categories. Therefore, journalists must be
adaptable while maintaining the rigor of citation standards. Special considerations include
citing unpublished materials, social media posts, and corporate or organizational
publications, which are increasingly common in reporting.

When citing social media, the platform (e.g., Twitter, Facebook), the username or account
holder, the content of the post (often with a description or partial quote), and the date are
essential. For corporate publications, the name of the corporation typically serves as the
author, followed by the title of the publication and its release date. The goal always remains
to provide enough information for the reader to locate the source, even if it is ephemeral or
unconventional.

Consistency and Accuracy in Your Chicago Style
Bibliography

The paramount principle in creating any bibliography, especially for journalism where
clarity and trust are vital, is consistency. Once a format for a particular type of source is
chosen, it must be applied uniformly throughout the bibliography. Inconsistencies can
confuse readers and detract from the professionalism of the work. Therefore, it is highly
recommended to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or a reputable
style guide derived from it.

Accuracy in transcription of titles, names, dates, and page numbers is non-negotiable. Even
minor errors can lead readers to the wrong source or give the impression of sloppy
research. For journalists working under pressure, establishing a reliable workflow for
citations, perhaps by using citation management software or meticulously detailing sources
as they are used, can prevent errors and ensure that the bibliography accurately reflects
the research conducted.



Resources for Further Guidance

While this article provides a comprehensive overview of Chicago style bibliographies for
journalism, the field of citation is nuanced. For journalists seeking to deepen their
understanding and ensure absolute adherence to standards, consulting the official Chicago
Manual of Style is the ultimate resource. Many publications also provide their own editorial
style guides, which may adapt CMOS principles to their specific needs.

Additionally, online resources from reputable universities and journalism organizations
often offer helpful summaries and examples. Familiarizing yourself with these tools will
empower you to cite any source with confidence, thereby strengthening the credibility and
impact of your journalistic work. Staying updated with the latest editions of style manuals is
also recommended, as citation practices can evolve.

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style
for journalism?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented within the text. The notes-
bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, while the author-date
system uses brief parenthetical citations (author's last name and year) within the text itself.
Both systems conclude with a comprehensive bibliography listing all cited sources.

Q: Can I cite social media posts in a Chicago style
bibliography for journalism?
A: Yes, social media posts can be cited. The key is to provide enough identifying
information, such as the platform, the username of the poster, the specific content of the
post (or a description of it), and the date it was posted. The URL is also essential if the post
is publicly accessible online.

Q: How do I cite an interview if it's not formally
published?
A: For unpublished interviews, the Chicago style generally recommends citing them in notes
rather than the main bibliography, especially if they are the sole source for specific
information. If included in the bibliography, it would typically include the interviewee's
name, the interviewer's name, the type of interview, and the date and location (or medium)
of the interview.



Q: What is the significance of the "Title of Container" in
a Chicago style bibliography entry?
A: The "Title of Container" refers to the larger work in which a specific source is found. For
example, if you are citing an article from a magazine, the magazine's title is the container.
If you are citing a chapter from a book, the book's title is the container. This helps readers
locate the specific piece of information within a larger publication.

Q: Should I include an access date for all online sources
in my Chicago style bibliography for journalism?
A: Yes, it is highly recommended to include an access date for all online sources. Web
content can be changed or removed without notice, so the access date indicates when you
viewed the material, providing a crucial point of reference for readers and ensuring the
integrity of your citation.

Q: How do I cite a broadcast news report in Chicago
style?
A: For broadcast news reports, you would typically include the program title, the reporter's
name (if applicable), the network or station, and the date of the broadcast. If citing a
specific segment, providing a brief description of the segment can also be helpful. For
online archives of broadcasts, a URL and access date would be included.

Q: What is the standard format for citing a government
report in Chicago style?
A: Government reports are typically cited with the issuing government body as the author,
followed by the title of the report, the publication date, and any identifying numbers (like
report or document numbers). If the report is available online, the URL and access date
should also be included.
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