
chicago style bibliography for humanities

The Chicago Manual of Style is a foundational resource for academic writing, particularly within the

humanities. Understanding how to construct a proper Chicago style bibliography for humanities

research is crucial for scholars, students, and anyone engaging with scholarly literature in fields such

as history, literature, art history, philosophy, and cultural studies. This guide will delve into the

intricacies of creating a compliant and effective bibliography, covering the fundamental principles,

specific citation formats for various source types, and best practices for ensuring accuracy and clarity

in your scholarly work. Mastering the Chicago style bibliography not only lends credibility to your

research but also facilitates reader navigation and engagement with your sources.
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Understanding the Chicago Style Bibliography

A Chicago style bibliography serves as a comprehensive list of all the sources cited within a research

paper, essay, or book. In the context of humanities disciplines, the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)

offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both

require a bibliography at the end of the work, but the way sources are referenced within the text differs



significantly. The bibliography itself, however, shares many formatting conventions regardless of the in-

text system used, focusing on providing readers with complete publication details for each source to

facilitate verification and further research.

The purpose of a bibliography is multifaceted. It acknowledges the intellectual contributions of other

scholars, provides evidence for the claims made in the text, and allows readers to locate the original

sources for deeper understanding. For humanities research, where interpretive arguments and

engagement with existing scholarship are paramount, a meticulously prepared bibliography is an

indispensable component of academic integrity and scholarly rigor. This section will outline the

fundamental aspects of what constitutes a Chicago style bibliography for the humanities.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Bibliographies

At its heart, a Chicago style bibliography is an alphabetized list of sources that have been consulted

and cited in the body of the work. While the specific punctuation and order of elements can vary by

source type, certain overarching principles remain consistent. These principles ensure uniformity and

clarity, making it easier for readers to navigate and identify the cited materials. Adherence to these

core tenets is vital for maintaining academic standards and demonstrating a thorough engagement with

the relevant literature.

The primary goal is to provide sufficient information for a reader to find the source without ambiguity.

This includes author(s), title, publication information (publisher, date, journal name, volume, issue,

page numbers, URLs), and any other details necessary for precise identification. Consistency in

formatting throughout the bibliography is also a key principle. Minor deviations can detract from the

professionalism of the work and potentially confuse the reader.



Alphabetical Order

All entries in a Chicago style bibliography must be arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last

name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title, ignoring

articles like "A," "An," and "The." For works with multiple authors, the list is alphabetized by the last

name of the first author listed. This systematic ordering is a fundamental aspect of bibliography

construction, allowing readers to quickly locate specific entries.

Author Representation

The author’s name is typically the first element in a bibliography entry. In the notes-bibliography

system, the author’s first name appears first, followed by their last name (e.g., John Smith). In the

author-date system, the author’s last name is listed first, followed by their first name (e.g., Smith,

John). This inversion is a key distinguishing feature when using the author-date system in the text, but

for the bibliography itself, the standard is usually first name first, regardless of the in-text system

chosen. However, it is crucial to consult the specific edition of the CMOS being followed, as there can

be minor updates.

Title Importance

Titles of books and standalone works are italicized. Titles of shorter works, such as journal articles,

essays, or book chapters, are enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is critical for differentiating

between the container and the content of a source and is a consistent rule across most citation styles,

including Chicago. The full and accurate title is essential for readers to identify the specific work being

referenced.



Publication Details

Publication details provide the context for the source. For books, this includes the city of publication,

the publisher, and the year of publication. For journal articles, it involves the journal title (italicized),

volume, issue number, year, and page range. For online sources, the date of access or retrieval is

often included, along with a stable URL or DOI. These details allow readers to distinguish between

different editions or publications of the same work.

Author-Date System vs. Notes-Bibliography System

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for citing sources, and the choice of system

influences both in-text citations and the final bibliography. Understanding these differences is crucial

for selecting the appropriate method for your specific academic context or publication requirements.

Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system, often preferred in fields like history, literature, and the arts, uses

footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations. These notes provide numbered references to sources, and a

full bibliography appears at the end of the document. The first citation of a source in a note is typically

longer, providing more bibliographic detail than subsequent citations. The bibliography then lists these

sources alphabetically in full bibliographic form.

An advantage of this system is that it allows for extensive explanatory notes within the text without

disrupting the flow of the main argument. For complex scholarly arguments that require detailed

engagement with source material or tangential discussions, the notes-bibliography system offers a

clean and organized approach.



Author-Date System

The author-date system, more common in the social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations that

include the author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., Smith 2020, 45). This is directly

followed by a reference list, which is the equivalent of the bibliography in this system. The reference

list contains full bibliographic details for all sources cited in the text, arranged alphabetically by author's

last name. Unlike the notes-bibliography system, the author-date system does not typically include

explanatory notes.

This system is favored for its conciseness within the text, allowing readers to quickly identify the

source of information without extensive footnotes. It is particularly useful for disciplines where the

emphasis is on the currency of research and the attribution of specific ideas to particular scholars and

their publications.

Formatting General Bibliography Entries

Regardless of which of the two primary Chicago style systems you employ, the final bibliography

shares many common formatting guidelines. These guidelines are designed to ensure consistency,

readability, and adherence to scholarly conventions. Precision in these details reflects the

thoroughness of your research and respect for academic standards.

The bibliography should be presented as a distinct section at the end of your work, typically preceded

by a heading such as "Bibliography" or "Works Cited." All entries are double-spaced within and

between entries, though some instructors or publishers may request single-spacing within entries and

double-spacing between them. It is always best to clarify these specific requirements.



Indentation and Spacing

A key visual element of a Chicago style bibliography is the use of a hanging indent. This means that

the first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, while subsequent lines of the same entry are

indented. This formatting makes it easier for readers to scan the list and identify individual entries,

especially when entries are lengthy.

The standard indentation is typically five spaces or 0.5 inches. Spacing between entries is usually

double-spaced. However, as mentioned, variations can occur, so always confirm the required format

for your specific submission. The overall presentation should be clean and professional.

Punctuation and Capitalization

Punctuation within bibliography entries is specific to the Chicago style. Commas are frequently used to

separate elements, while periods mark the end of major components like the author's name and the

title. Titles of books and journals are italicized, while titles of articles or chapters are placed in

quotation marks. Capitalization of titles follows the "title case" convention, where major words are

capitalized.

Author Names

As noted previously, author names are generally presented with the first name appearing before the

last name (e.g., Eleanor Vance). For multiple authors, all authors are listed. If there are more than two

authors, some editions of the CMOS may suggest listing only the first author followed by "et al." in

subsequent entries, but the full bibliography should list all authors. When there are three or more

authors, the bibliography will list the first author's name in full (first name last name) and then use an

em dash followed by "et al." for subsequent authors. This is a common simplification for longer works.



Citing Books in Chicago Style

Books are foundational sources in many humanities disciplines. Accurately citing them in your Chicago

style bibliography is paramount. The specific details required will vary slightly depending on whether

it's a single-author work, edited volume, or a chapter within an edited book.

For a single-author book, the entry will typically begin with the author's name, followed by the title of

the book, and then the publication information. For edited books or works with multiple authors, the

structure will adapt to reflect these collaborative efforts. Always ensure you are citing the edition you

actually used.

Single-Author Book

A standard entry for a single-author book looks like this:

Vance, Eleanor. The Renaissance Art of Florence. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018.

Note the italicized title, the city of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. The author's

name is presented in first name-last name format. The hanging indent should be applied to this entry.

Edited Book

For an edited book, the editor(s) are listed first, often followed by the abbreviation "ed." or "eds."

Smith, John, and Jane Doe, eds. Readings in Modern Philosophy. Chicago: University of

Chicago Press, 2021.



The "eds." abbreviation indicates that Smith and Doe are the editors of the collection.

Chapter or Article in an Edited Book

When citing a specific chapter or article within an edited collection, you need to include the author of

the chapter, the title of the chapter (in quotation marks), the word "in," the title of the book (italicized),

the editor(s), and the page numbers of the chapter.

Garcia, Maria. "Thematic Development in Romantic Poetry." In Essays on Nineteenth-Century

Literature, edited by Robert Chen, 112-145. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2019.

This format clearly distinguishes the specific contribution from the larger collection.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Journal articles are vital for accessing current research and scholarly debates in the humanities.

Proper citation ensures that readers can find these peer-reviewed sources.

The key elements for a journal article citation include the author(s), the article title, the journal title, the

volume and issue numbers, the publication year, and the page range. For online journals, a DOI or

URL may also be included.

Standard Journal Article

A typical entry for a journal article is formatted as follows:



Williams, Sarah. "The Evolution of Symbolism in Medieval Art." Journal of Art History 45, no. 3

(2020): 301-325.

Notice that the journal title is italicized, the article title is in quotation marks, and the volume and issue

numbers are followed by a comma. The year is in parentheses.

Article with a DOI

If a digital object identifier (DOI) is available, it should be included as it provides a persistent link to the

article.

Lee, David. "Postmodernism and the Literary Canon." Literary Studies Quarterly 33, no. 1

(2019): 55-78. https://doi.org/10.1086/701234.

The DOI is typically presented as a URL, making the article easily accessible.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

In the digital age, many humanities researchers rely on online resources, including websites, digital

archives, and electronic versions of texts. Citing these sources correctly is essential for academic

integrity.

When citing websites, it's important to include as much identifying information as possible. This

typically involves the author or organization responsible, the title of the specific page or document, the

website name, and the date of publication or last update, if available. Crucially, you should also include

the URL and, often, the date you accessed the material.



Web Page

An example of a web page citation:

National Archives. "Declaration of Independence." Accessed October 26, 2023.

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration.

In this case, there's no specific author, so the organization name is used. The "Accessed" date is

important for online resources as content can change.

Online Article from a News Source or Magazine

For articles from online newspapers or magazines:

Miller, Emily. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse." The Atlantic, March 15, 2022.

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2022/03/social-media-political-discourse/.

Here, the publication date of the article is included, followed by the URL.

Citing Other Common Humanities Sources

The humanities encompass a wide array of source materials, from primary historical documents to

creative works and multimedia. Chicago style provides guidelines for many of these less common, but

equally important, sources.

This section will touch upon citing archival materials, interviews, and potentially other unique forms of



scholarly output encountered in humanities research. The principle remains the same: provide enough

information for the reader to locate and verify the source.

Archival Material

Citing archival material requires specific details about the collection, the item within the collection, and

the repository where it is housed.

Adams, John. Letter to Abigail Adams, June 15, 1776. John Adams Papers, Massachusetts

Historical Society, Boston.

This example specifies the author of the letter, its recipient, the date, the collection name, and the

location of the archives.

Interviews

For interviews, whether conducted by the author or accessed through a published source, the following

information is generally included:

Doe, Jane. Personal interview. June 10, 2022.

Smith, John. Interview by Emily Davis. The Literary Journal Podcast, August 5, 2021.

The first example is for a personal, unpublished interview. The second is for an interview that has

been published or broadcast.



Dissertations and Theses

Citing a dissertation or thesis, whether published or unpublished, requires specific information about

the author, title, and institution.

Brown, Robert. "Thematic Analysis of Early American Literature." PhD diss., University of

California, Berkeley, 2017.

This format clearly identifies the work as a dissertation and provides the necessary institutional and

temporal context.

Building Your Chicago Style Bibliography Effectively

Creating a well-formatted Chicago style bibliography is not just about following rules; it's about

contributing to the clarity and credibility of your research. Effective bibliography building involves

careful organization, meticulous attention to detail, and a systematic approach to source management.

Beyond understanding the specific formatting rules for different source types, it’s essential to adopt

practices that make the process smoother and less prone to error. This involves utilizing tools and

maintaining good habits throughout the research and writing process, ensuring that your bibliography is

a testament to your scholarly diligence.

Utilize Citation Management Software

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can significantly streamline the process of creating and

managing bibliographies. These programs allow you to store citation information, organize your



sources, and automatically generate bibliographies in Chicago style (and other styles) based on your

in-text citations. While they require initial setup and accuracy in data entry, they can save considerable

time and reduce the risk of formatting errors.

Maintain a Detailed Research Log

Keeping a running record of all sources consulted, even those not ultimately cited, can be beneficial.

For each source, record its bibliographic details, a brief summary or key takeaways, and notes on how

it might be relevant to your research. This log can then be used to populate your bibliography,

ensuring that all necessary information is readily available.

Proofread Meticulously

Even with the best tools and practices, errors can slip through. It is absolutely crucial to proofread your

bibliography thoroughly. Check for consistent formatting, correct alphabetization, accurate punctuation,

and complete information for each entry. Reading your bibliography aloud can sometimes help catch

inconsistencies.

A strong Chicago style bibliography for humanities research is a hallmark of scholarly excellence. By

understanding its core principles, mastering the specific formats for various source types, and adopting

effective building strategies, you can ensure your work meets the highest academic standards and

effectively guides your readers through your scholarly landscape.

FAQ



Q: What is the main difference between the Chicago notes-

bibliography and author-date systems for bibliographies?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes-bibliography system

uses footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations. Both

systems culminate in a bibliography at the end of the work, but the notes-bibliography system's

footnotes can also contain explanatory material beyond simple source attribution.

Q: Should I italicize the titles of journal articles in my Chicago style

bibliography?

A: No, titles of journal articles are placed in quotation marks in a Chicago style bibliography. Only the

titles of books, journals, and other standalone major works are italicized.

Q: How do I format an entry for a book with more than two authors in

a Chicago style bibliography?

A: For a book with more than two authors, the Chicago Manual of Style generally requires listing all

authors in the bibliography. The first author is listed with their first name followed by their last name,

and subsequent authors are listed in the same format. Ensure you follow the most recent edition of the

CMOS for specific guidance on how many authors to list before using "et al." in certain contexts,

although the full bibliography usually lists all.

Q: What is a hanging indent, and why is it used in Chicago style

bibliographies?

A: A hanging indent means the first line of a bibliography entry aligns with the left margin, while all

subsequent lines of that entry are indented. This formatting makes it easier for readers to distinguish

between individual entries in a densely packed list and to quickly find an author's name at the



beginning of an entry.

Q: Do I need to include the date I accessed an online source in my

Chicago style bibliography?

A: Yes, it is highly recommended and often required to include the date you accessed an online

source. This is because online content can be updated or removed without notice, and the access date

provides a fixed point for when the information was available to you.

Q: What is a DOI, and when should I include it in my Chicago style

bibliography?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique string of characters that identifies a digital object, such

as an electronic journal article. You should include the DOI in your Chicago style bibliography entry

whenever it is available for a source, as it provides a stable and persistent link to the resource.

Q: How should I handle sources with no author in a Chicago style

bibliography?

A: When a source has no discernible author, the entry is alphabetized by the first significant word of

the title. Ignore articles like "A," "An," and "The" at the beginning of the title for alphabetization

purposes. The title then becomes the first element of the citation.

Q: Are there specific rules for citing translated books in a Chicago

style bibliography?

A: Yes, when citing a translated book, you should include the original author's name, the title of the

book (italicized), the name of the translator (often preceded by "trans."), the publication city, publisher,



and year. The exact order and punctuation can vary slightly based on the edition of the CMOS, but all

necessary information for locating the source should be present.
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