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Mastering the Chicago Style Bibliography for Communication Studies

chicago style bibliography for communication studies is a crucial skill for any scholar in this dynamic

field. Ensuring accurate and consistent citation practices not only upholds academic integrity but also

allows readers to easily locate and verify your sources. This comprehensive guide will demystify the

process of creating a Chicago style bibliography specifically tailored for communication studies

research, covering everything from the fundamental principles to detailed examples for various source

types. We will explore the nuances of both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems,

highlighting key differences and best practices. Furthermore, we will delve into common challenges

and offer solutions for citing diverse and contemporary communication materials, such as digital media,

interviews, and conference presentations. Mastering these elements will equip you with the confidence

to produce polished and academically sound bibliographies for your communication studies work.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Style Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography (NB)

system and the Author-Date (AD) system. Both are widely accepted in academia, but their application

can vary depending on the discipline and specific journal or publisher requirements. For

communication studies, understanding these differences is paramount to selecting the appropriate

system and applying it correctly. The NB system, often favored in the humanities and some social

sciences, uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and a bibliography at the end. The AD system, more

common in the sciences and social sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations and a reference list at

the end.

The choice between the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems for your Chicago style

bibliography in communication studies often depends on the nature of your research and the

expectations of your academic community. The NB system allows for more extensive explanatory

notes within the text, which can be particularly useful for complex theoretical discussions or when

providing tangential information without disrupting the main narrative. Conversely, the AD system offers

a more streamlined in-text citation that keeps the reader focused on the primary text. Both systems

require a comprehensive bibliography or reference list that meticulously details all cited sources.

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) System Explained

The Notes-Bibliography (NB) system relies on numbered footnotes or endnotes to link text to sources.

Each citation in the notes provides a condensed version of the source information, with the first

mention being more complete than subsequent mentions. The bibliography then lists all sources cited

in the notes, presented in alphabetical order by author's last name. This system is often favored in

disciplines where authors may want to include extensive background information or commentary

without interrupting the flow of the main argument. In communication studies, this can be beneficial for

historical context or theoretical underpinnings that might otherwise clutter the main text.



The Author-Date (AD) System Explained

The Author-Date (AD) system, on the other hand, uses parenthetical citations directly within the text,

typically including the author's last name and the year of publication. For example, a citation might

appear as (Smith 2020, 15). The corresponding reference list at the end of the paper mirrors the

bibliography in the NB system, providing full bibliographic details for each source, arranged

alphabetically by author's last name. This system is highly efficient for readers who want to quickly

identify the source and publication date of an idea, making it a strong choice for research that builds

upon a substantial body of existing literature.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Bibliographies

Regardless of which Chicago style system you choose, several core principles underpin the creation of

a robust and accurate bibliography for communication studies. These principles ensure consistency,

clarity, and the proper attribution of scholarly work. Adherence to these guidelines is fundamental to

producing a professional and credible academic document. The goal is always to provide enough

information for a reader to confidently retrieve and consult the original source.

Consistency in formatting is paramount when constructing your Chicago style bibliography for

communication studies. This includes uniform capitalization, punctuation, and the order of elements

within each citation. Even minor deviations can detract from the overall professionalism of your work.

The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed instructions on these elements, and consulting the

latest edition is always recommended for definitive guidance.

Alphabetical Order and Sorting

All entries in your Chicago style bibliography must be arranged in strict alphabetical order by the



author's last name. If multiple works by the same author are included, they should be sub-alphabetized

by title. For works with no author, the entry is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title

(ignoring articles like "a," "an," and "the"). This systematic arrangement is a hallmark of scholarly

bibliographies and ensures that readers can easily locate specific sources.

Punctuation and Capitalization Rules

The Chicago Manual of Style has specific rules for punctuation and capitalization that must be applied

consistently. For titles of books and journals, title case capitalization is generally used. For article titles

within journals or chapters within books, sentence case capitalization is more common. Punctuation

marks, such as periods, commas, and colons, serve distinct roles in separating different pieces of

bibliographic information, and their correct placement is critical for clarity. Pay close attention to the

use of italics for titles of larger works.

Information Required for Each Entry

Each bibliographic entry must contain specific pieces of information to be complete and functional. This

typically includes the author(s)' full name(s), the full title of the work, publication information (city of

publication, publisher, year for books; journal title, volume, issue, year, and page numbers for articles),

and for online sources, a URL or DOI and access date. The exact order and format of this information

will vary slightly depending on the source type and the chosen Chicago style system, but the inclusion

of these core elements is non-negotiable.

Citing Books in Chicago Style for Communication Studies

Books are foundational sources in communication studies, and correctly citing them in your Chicago



style bibliography is essential. Whether you are referencing classic texts on media theory or recent

monographs on digital communication, accurate bibliographic entries ensure readers can access these

vital resources. The specific format will depend on whether you are using the Notes-Bibliography

system or the Author-Date system.

When citing books, remember that the author's name is typically presented as Last Name, First Name.

For edited volumes, the editor's name is listed similarly. The title of the book should be italicized and

presented in title case. The place of publication, publisher, and year of publication follow, separated by

commas. For the NB system, the first note entry will include more detail than subsequent notes for the

same source, while the bibliography will list the full details.

Single-Authored Books

For a single-authored book in the Notes-Bibliography system, a full note would typically include the

author's first and last name, the title of the book in italics, followed by the place of publication,

publisher, and year of publication, and then the specific page number(s) referenced. In the

bibliography, the author's name is reversed (Last Name, First Name), followed by the title, publication

information, and page range for the entire work. For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation is

(Author Last Name Year, Page Number), and the reference list entry follows a similar structure to the

NB bibliography but without the explicit note numbering.

Edited Volumes and Chapters

Citing chapters within edited volumes requires listing the chapter author, the chapter title (often in

quotation marks), followed by "in" and the editor's name(s), the title of the book in italics, publication

details, and page numbers for the chapter. For the bibliography, the structure is similar, ensuring all

contributors and the overarching work are clearly identified. This is particularly relevant in

communication studies, where edited collections often explore diverse subfields.



Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style for Communication

Studies

Academic journal articles are a cornerstone of research in communication studies, providing current

findings and theoretical advancements. Accurate citation of these articles in your Chicago style

bibliography is crucial for demonstrating the breadth of your research and enabling readers to find the

studies you’ve referenced. The format for journal articles differs significantly from books, focusing on

the journal’s title, volume, issue, and page numbers.

When citing journal articles, the author’s name is listed first, followed by the article title in quotation

marks. The journal title is then italicized, followed by the volume number, issue number (often in

parentheses), year of publication, and the specific page range for the article. For online journals,

including a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is preferred if available, otherwise, a URL and access date

are necessary. This detail ensures that even contemporary research is easily retrievable.

Articles from Print Journals

For a print journal article cited in the Notes-Bibliography system, a full note would include the author's

full name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, followed by the volume number,

issue number, publication date, and specific page number. The bibliography entry would reverse the

author's name and provide the full page range of the article. For the Author-Date system, the in-text

citation is (Author Last Name Year, Page Number), and the reference list entry is similar to the NB

bibliography.

Articles from Online Journals (with DOI)



When citing an article from an online journal that has a DOI, this identifier is considered the most

stable way to locate the source. The format in the Notes-Bibliography system would include the author,

article title, journal title, volume, issue, date, page numbers, and the DOI. The bibliography entry would

also include the DOI. For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation remains consistent, and the

reference list entry prioritizes the DOI for retrieval. This is increasingly important as communication

studies research often appears first in online formats.

Citing Websites and Online Resources in Chicago Style

The digital landscape is a rich and ever-evolving source for communication studies research,

encompassing websites, blogs, social media, and online news articles. Citing these ephemeral and

dynamic sources requires careful attention to detail in your Chicago style bibliography to ensure their

traceability. The dynamic nature of online content means that including access dates is often crucial.

When citing websites, it's important to provide as much identifying information as possible. This

includes the author or organizational author, the title of the specific page or article, the name of the

website, and the publication date (if available). Crucially, you must include the URL and the date you

accessed the content, as online materials can change or disappear. This practice is vital for the

credibility of your research in communication studies.

Web Pages and Online Articles

For a typical web page or online article, a Chicago style bibliography entry in the NB system would

include the author (or organization), title of the page/article, website name, publication date (if found),

URL, and accessed date. In the bibliography, the structure would mirror the note, but with the author's

name reversed. For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would include the author and year, and

the reference list would present the full details including the URL and access date.



Social Media Posts and Multimedia

Citing social media posts, videos, or podcasts in Chicago style for communication studies presents

unique challenges. For a tweet, for example, you would include the author's name, the content of the

tweet, the platform name, the date, and the URL. For YouTube videos, you might include the uploader,

video title, platform name, publication date, and URL. Ensuring these entries are clear and provide

sufficient detail is key to navigating the complexities of digital communication sources.

Citing Other Common Communication Studies Sources

Beyond books and journal articles, communication studies research frequently draws upon a diverse

array of sources, each requiring specific citation practices within the Chicago style framework. These

can include interviews, conference proceedings, dissertations, and even unpublished works. Properly

citing these materials ensures academic rigor and allows your readers to follow your research trails.

The key to citing less common sources lies in identifying the essential components of the original work

and presenting them in a logical and standardized manner, following the general principles of the

Chicago Manual of Style. This often involves adapting the basic book or article formats to

accommodate the unique characteristics of the source type.

Interviews and Personal Communications

When citing an interview, whether conducted by you or others, the Chicago style requires providing the

interviewee's name, the type of communication (e.g., "personal interview," "email correspondence"), the

date, and location (if applicable). For unpublished interviews or personal communications, these are

often cited in notes only and not included in the bibliography, as they are not retrievable by the reader.

However, if an interview has been published in a book or journal, it is cited as such.



Conference Papers and Presentations

For conference papers and presentations, which are increasingly common in communication studies,

you should provide the author's name, the title of the paper (in quotation marks), the name of the

conference, the date of the conference, and the location. If the paper is published in proceedings, that

information should also be included. If it is an unpublished presentation, it may be cited in notes and

potentially in the bibliography if it is accessible through an institutional repository or other means.

Dissertations and Theses

Citing dissertations and theses follows a format similar to books. You'll need the author's name, the

title of the dissertation or thesis (in italics), the degree sought (e.g., Ph.D. dissertation, M.A. thesis), the

university, and the year of completion. If the dissertation or thesis is available through a database like

ProQuest, include the database name and accession number. For the Author-Date system, the in-text

citation would be (Author Last Name Year).

Formatting and Presentation of Your Chicago Style

Bibliography

The final presentation of your Chicago style bibliography for communication studies is as important as

the accuracy of the individual entries. Proper formatting ensures a professional appearance and aids

readability. This involves consistent indentation, spacing, and the use of elements like hanging indents,

which are standard in Chicago style bibliographies.

A well-formatted bibliography not only adheres to academic standards but also reflects the care and

attention to detail you have applied throughout your research and writing process. Familiarity with



these formatting conventions will elevate the overall quality of your work.

The Hanging Indent

A hallmark of Chicago style bibliographies is the use of the hanging indent. In this format, the first line

of each bibliographic entry is flush with the left margin, and all subsequent lines of that entry are

indented. This convention makes it easier for readers to identify the beginning of each new source and

to scan the list quickly.

Spacing and Font

Typically, Chicago style bibliographies are double-spaced, though publishers or instructors may specify

single spacing with a blank line between entries. The font used should be consistent with the rest of

your document, usually a standard, readable serif font like Times New Roman or Arial. Consistency in

spacing and font choice contributes to the overall professional appearance of your academic work.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced scholars can encounter challenges when constructing a Chicago style bibliography

for communication studies. Awareness of common mistakes can help you avoid them and ensure the

accuracy and professionalism of your citations. Vigilance and careful proofreading are your greatest

allies in this process.

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency. Whether it's in capitalization, punctuation, or the

order of elements, a lack of uniformity can undermine the credibility of your bibliography. Another pitfall

is the omission of crucial information, leaving readers unable to locate the source. Always double-



check that all necessary components are present for each entry.

Inconsistency in Formatting

As mentioned, consistency is key. This applies to everything from the capitalization of titles to the

placement of commas and periods. A common oversight is varying the format for different types of

sources within the same category (e.g., using different punctuation for two journal articles from

different databases). Always refer back to your chosen Chicago style guide or established examples to

maintain uniformity.

Missing or Incorrect Publication Details

Forgetting to include essential publication details like the year of publication, publisher, or page

numbers is a frequent error. For online sources, neglecting the URL or access date can render the

citation useless. Always review your sources to ensure all required information is accurately recorded

and transcribed into your bibliography.

Over-reliance on Secondary Sources Without Acknowledging Primary

Ones

In communication studies, it’s important to engage with primary sources whenever possible. If you are

citing a secondary source that discusses a primary source, your bibliography should ideally reflect that

engagement. If you are unable to consult the primary source directly, you must clearly indicate that

you are citing it indirectly, typically by noting "as cited in" in your note. The bibliography should reflect

the source you actually consulted.



Advanced Citation Scenarios in Communication Studies

The evolving nature of communication means that scholars often encounter unique source types that

require specialized citation approaches. Navigating these advanced scenarios in your Chicago style

bibliography demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of contemporary research practices. These

situations often demand creativity and a solid grasp of the underlying citation principles.

The key to successfully citing complex sources is to break them down into their fundamental

components and apply the established Chicago style rules as logically as possible. Consulting the

latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or scholarly style guides specific to communication can

provide invaluable guidance for these less common, but increasingly relevant, citation challenges.

Citing Government Documents and Reports

Government documents and reports are significant sources in communication studies, particularly for

policy, regulation, and media studies. The citation will typically include the name of the government

agency, the title of the document, report numbers, and the publication date. If citing a specific section,

include that information. Online government reports should include URLs and access dates.

Referencing Digital Archives and Databases

Communication studies often relies on digital archives and specialized databases. Citing these requires

identifying the creator of the content, the title of the specific item, the name of the archive or database,

and the URL or accession number. The date of access is also crucial, given the potential for changes

in digital repositories. For example, citing historical newspaper articles accessed through a database

like ProQuest will require specific formatting to reflect this.



Citing Works in Translation

When citing a work that has been translated, it is customary to include both the original author and the

translator. In the Notes-Bibliography system, the original author is listed first, followed by the translated

title, the translator's name, and the publication details. The bibliography entry will also reflect this

structure. This is important for academic integrity and for acknowledging the contributions of translators

in making scholarly works accessible.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and

Author-Date systems in Chicago style for communication studies?

A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The Notes-Bibliography system

uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations

(Author Year, Page). Both systems conclude with a bibliography or reference list, but the overall

structure and flow of the text are influenced by the chosen citation method.

Q: When should I use the Notes-Bibliography system versus the

Author-Date system for my communication studies bibliography?

A: The choice often depends on the discipline, instructor, or publisher. The Notes-Bibliography system

is sometimes preferred in the humanities and for research that benefits from extensive explanatory

notes. The Author-Date system is more common in social and natural sciences and is favored when

direct, immediate source identification is paramount. For communication studies, both are widely

accepted, so check specific guidelines.



Q: How do I cite a website in my Chicago style bibliography if the

publication date is missing?

A: If a publication date is missing for a website, you should use the abbreviation "n.d." (for no date) in

place of the publication year. It is crucial, however, to always include the URL and the date you

accessed the website, as online content can change or be removed.

Q: What is a "hanging indent" and why is it important for Chicago

style bibliographies?

A: A hanging indent is a formatting style where the first line of each bibliographic entry is aligned with

the left margin, and all subsequent lines of that entry are indented. This convention makes it

significantly easier for readers to distinguish between individual entries and to quickly locate specific

sources within the bibliography.

Q: How should I format a Chicago style bibliography entry for a book

chapter by one author within an edited volume?

A: The entry should include the chapter author's full name, the chapter title in quotation marks,

followed by "in," the editor(s)' name(s), the title of the edited volume in italics, publication information

(city, publisher, year), and the page range of the chapter. For the Notes-Bibliography system, the

author's name in the bibliography is reversed (Last Name, First Name).

Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important when citing online journal

articles in Chicago style?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique string of characters used to identify a digital object, such

as an online journal article. It is essentially a persistent link that is less likely to break than a traditional

URL. Including the DOI in your Chicago style bibliography entry for online articles is highly



recommended as it provides a reliable method for readers to access the source.

Q: Can I cite social media posts in my Chicago style bibliography? If

so, how?

A: Yes, social media posts can be cited, but they require careful attention. You'll typically include the

author's name, the content of the post (often quoted directly, especially for short posts like tweets), the

platform name (e.g., Twitter, Facebook), the date of the post, and the URL. Be mindful that these are

often considered "unpublished" or "personal" communications and may only appear in notes,

depending on the context and retrievability.

Q: What is the preferred method for citing YouTube videos in a

Chicago style bibliography for communication studies?

A: For YouTube videos, you should include the uploader's name (or channel name), the title of the

video (in quotation marks), the platform name (YouTube), the publication date, and the URL. If the

video is part of a series or channel, that information can also be included for clarity.

Q: How do I cite a government document in my Chicago style

bibliography?

A: Cite government documents by the name of the issuing government agency, followed by the title of

the document (often italicized or in title case, depending on the specific document type and Chicago

style guidelines), any relevant report numbers, and the publication date. For online versions, include

the URL and access date.



Q: What if I'm citing multiple works by the same author in my Chicago

style bibliography?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author, list them alphabetically by title. For subsequent

works by the same author after the first one, you can use a three-em dash (—) in place of the author's

name to indicate repetition. The titles are then sub-alphabetized.
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