
chicago style bibliography examples

Mastering Chicago Style Bibliography
Examples: A Comprehensive Guide
Chicago style bibliography examples are crucial for academic and professional writing, ensuring
proper attribution and avoiding plagiarism. This guide delves deep into the intricacies of
constructing accurate bibliographical entries according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS),
covering a wide array of source types. Understanding these principles not only upholds academic
integrity but also enhances the credibility of your research. We will explore the fundamental
components of a Chicago bibliography, the nuances of citing common sources like books and journal
articles, and the specific formatting required for less frequent materials such as websites,
interviews, and unpublished works. Mastering these Chicago style bibliography examples will
empower you to present your research with clarity and precision.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Bibliographies
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for citation: the notes-bibliography system
and the author-date system. While both require a bibliography at the end of a work, the formatting
of individual entries and the in-text citations differ. This guide primarily focuses on the bibliography
as it appears in the notes-bibliography system, which is common in the humanities. A Chicago style
bibliography, also known as a Works Cited or References page depending on the specific system
used, is an alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited within a document.

The fundamental principle behind any bibliography is to provide enough information for a reader to
locate the original source. Key elements generally include the author’s name, the title of the work,



publication details (publisher, date, journal volume and issue, URL), and sometimes page numbers.
Consistency is paramount; once you establish a format for a specific type of source, adhere to it
throughout your bibliography. Understanding these core components is the first step in constructing
accurate Chicago style bibliography examples.

Key Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography Entry
Each entry in a Chicago style bibliography is meticulously constructed. While the exact order and
punctuation can vary slightly based on the source type, several core pieces of information are almost
always present. These include the author's full name, the full title of the work (italicized for books
and standalone works, in quotation marks for articles and chapters within larger works), publication
information such as the city of publication, publisher, and year of publication for books, and for
articles, the journal title, volume, issue number, and date. For digital sources, the URL and access
date become essential.

The careful arrangement of these elements is what distinguishes a well-formatted bibliography.
Punctuation, such as periods, commas, and colons, plays a critical role in delineating different parts
of the citation. Pay close attention to whether author names are presented with the last name first
(standard for bibliographies) or in standard order, and how titles are treated. These details are
crucial for creating effective Chicago style bibliography examples.

Alphabetical Order and Indentation
The bibliography itself is always arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last name. If a work
has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title (excluding articles like "A,"
"An," and "The"). Each entry typically uses a hanging indent, meaning the first line of the citation is
flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented. This formatting convention makes it
easier for readers to scan the list and locate specific entries quickly. Adhering to this structure is
vital for professional Chicago style bibliography examples.

Citing Common Sources: Books and Articles
Books and journal articles are among the most frequently cited sources in academic writing.
Therefore, understanding their correct formatting in a Chicago style bibliography is essential. The
structure for these entries, while seemingly straightforward, has specific requirements that must be
met for accuracy and adherence to CMOS standards.

Citing Books
When citing a book in your Chicago style bibliography, you'll need to include the author's full name
(last name first), the full title of the book (italicized), and the publication details. For a single-author
book, the format is generally:

Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.



For example:

Smith, John. The Art of Research. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

If there are multiple authors, the first author's name is inverted, but subsequent authors are listed in
normal order. If a book has more than two authors, you may list only the first author followed by "et
al." in the bibliography, though CMOS generally prefers listing all authors if space permits. For
edited volumes, the editor's name takes the place of the author's name, often preceded by "ed." or
"eds."

Citing Journal Articles
Journal articles require a slightly different format, emphasizing the publication details of the
periodical. The standard format for a journal article in your Chicago style bibliography is:

Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
Numbers.

For instance:

Doe, Jane. “The Impact of Digital Media.” Journal of Communication Studies 45, no. 2 (2019):
112-130.

It is important to use quotation marks for the article title and italics for the journal title. The volume
and issue numbers are crucial for locating the specific article. If the article is accessed online, you
will also include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL and an access date.

Navigating Digital Resources: Websites and Online
Content
In today's digital age, citing online resources is as important as citing traditional print materials.
Chicago style provides clear guidelines for incorporating websites, online articles, and other digital
content into your bibliography. These examples demonstrate how to provide sufficient information
for readers to access the material you've referenced.

Citing Websites and Web Pages
When citing an entire website, you typically include the name of the website, the author or
organization responsible (if known), the title of the specific page, the date it was last updated or
published, and the URL. If no author is listed, the organization or website name may serve as the
author. The format often looks like this:

Author or Organization. “Title of Specific Page.” Name of Website. Last Modified or Published



Date. URL. Accessed Date.

A practical Chicago style bibliography example for a web page might be:

National Park Service. “About Us.” National Park Service. Last modified March 15, 2023.
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/index.htm. Accessed October 26, 2023.

The access date is particularly important for web content, as it can change or be removed without
notice.

Citing Online Articles and Other Digital Media
For articles found online that are part of a larger publication (like a newspaper or magazine
website), you'll follow a format similar to print articles but include web-specific details. If an article
has a DOI, that is preferred over a URL. If no DOI is available, provide the URL and an access date.

Author, First Name Last Name. “Article Title.” Publication Title (Online). Publication Date.
URL. Accessed Date.

An example of an online magazine article in a Chicago style bibliography:

Davis, Robert. “The Future of Renewable Energy.” Global Science Magazine (Online). October
20, 2023. https://www.globalsm.com/future-energy. Accessed October 26, 2023.

For other digital media like podcasts or videos, you would adapt the principles to include the
creator, title, platform, and access information.

Documenting Other Essential Sources: Interviews,
Dissertations, and More
Beyond books and articles, researchers often consult a variety of other sources, including personal
interviews, academic dissertations, and various forms of unpublished material. Chicago style
provides specific guidelines for each of these to ensure comprehensive and accurate citation.

Citing Interviews
Interviews, whether conducted in person, by phone, or via email, are considered personal
communications and are typically cited in the notes. However, if an interview has been formally
published or archived, it may be included in the bibliography. If citing an unpublished interview in
your bibliography, the format usually includes the interviewee's name, the type of interview, and the
date it occurred. Personal communications are generally not included in the bibliography unless they
are archived or published.



Interviewee Name. Personal interview by Interviewer Name. Month Day, Year.

If the interview has been published or is part of a collection, it would be treated more like a chapter
or article depending on the context.

Citing Dissertations and Theses
Dissertations and theses are academic works that require specific citation details. You will need to
include the author's name, the title of the dissertation (italicized), the degree for which it was
written, the university that granted the degree, and the year of completion. If accessed online
through a database like ProQuest, you would also include the database name and accession number
or URL.

Last Name, First Name. “Title of Dissertation.” PhD diss. (or Master’s thesis). University
Name, Year.

An example of a Chicago style bibliography entry for a dissertation:

Williams, Sarah. “The Evolution of Urban Planning.” PhD diss. Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, 2021.

Citing Unpublished Works and Reports
Unpublished works, such as manuscripts, letters, or internal reports, require clear documentation.
The format generally includes the author's name, the title of the work (italicized), a description of its
format (e.g., “unpublished manuscript”), and its location or collection where it can be found, along
with the date. For internal reports, include the organization and report number if applicable.

Author. Title of Work. Month Day, Year. Location (e.g., collection name, archive).

For example:

Brown, Emily. Notes on Early American Dialects. 1955. Unpublished manuscript. Collection of
American Linguistics, University of Chicago Archives.

Formatting and Presentation of Your Bibliography
Beyond the individual entries, the overall presentation of your bibliography is critical for clarity and
professionalism. Consistent formatting ensures that your work adheres to the standards expected in
academic and professional writing, making it easier for your readers to navigate your sources.



Consistency in Punctuation and Style
As emphasized throughout this guide, consistency is the cornerstone of a strong bibliography.
Ensure that punctuation marks like periods, commas, and colons are used uniformly across all
entries. If you choose to italicize book titles, do so for every book. Similarly, if you use quotation
marks for article titles, apply this consistently. CMOS provides detailed punctuation rules, and it’s
advisable to consult the latest edition of the manual for precise guidance. This uniformity is a
hallmark of well-crafted Chicago style bibliography examples.

Using Hanging Indents and Spacing
The standard formatting for a Chicago style bibliography includes a hanging indent for each entry.
This means that the first line of each citation begins at the left margin, and all subsequent lines are
indented. This visual cue helps readers quickly distinguish between different sources in an
alphabetized list. Ensure that there is appropriate spacing between entries, typically a double space,
although single spacing within entries with double spacing between them is also common. Confirm
your specific style guide or instructor’s preference for exact spacing requirements.

A properly formatted bibliography not only demonstrates meticulous attention to detail but also
significantly enhances the readability and credibility of your research. By following these guidelines
for Chicago style bibliography examples, you ensure that your sources are presented with the utmost
clarity and professionalism, facilitating the reader's journey through your cited materials.

Frequently Asked Questions About Chicago Style Bibliography
Examples

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, the term "bibliography" is typically used in conjunction with the
notes-bibliography system. It includes all sources cited in the text as well as any other sources
consulted and considered relevant, even if not directly cited. The term "reference list" is used with
the author-date system and includes only those sources that are actually cited within the body of the
text.

Q: How do I cite a source with no author in a Chicago style
bibliography?
A: If a source has no author, the entry in your Chicago style bibliography is alphabetized by the first
significant word of the title. You would typically begin the entry with the title itself, treating it as if it
were the author's name for the purpose of alphabetization. For example, an entry might start with
the title, followed by publication information.



Q: Should I italicize book titles in my Chicago style
bibliography?
A: Yes, according to the Chicago Manual of Style, book titles, as well as titles of major standalone
works like journals, magazines, newspapers, and websites, should be italicized in a bibliography
entry. Titles of shorter works, such as articles, chapters, and essays, are enclosed in quotation
marks.

Q: What is the correct way to format the publisher and
publication date for a book in Chicago style?
A: For a book entry in your Chicago style bibliography, the publisher and publication date follow the
title. The format is generally: City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. For example: New
York: Oxford University Press, 2022. If there are multiple cities listed, use the first one. If no place of
publication is listed, use “n.p.” (no place).

Q: How do I include a URL and access date for online sources
in my Chicago style bibliography?
A: When citing online sources in your Chicago style bibliography, you should include the URL. If the
content is likely to change or be removed, it is also essential to include an access date. The format
often looks like this: URL. Accessed Month Day, Year. For example:
https://www.example.com/article.html. Accessed October 26, 2023. If a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) is available, it is preferred over a URL.

Q: What if I need to cite a chapter from an edited book in my
Chicago style bibliography?
A: To cite a chapter from an edited book in your Chicago style bibliography, you will include the
chapter author's name, the chapter title (in quotation marks), the title of the edited book (italicized),
the editor(s) name(s), the page numbers for the chapter, and the publication information for the
book. The format is generally: Author Last Name, First Name. “Chapter Title.” In Book Title, edited
by Editor First Name Last Name, Page Numbers. City of Publication: Publisher, Year.

Q: How should I format a bibliography entry for a government
document in Chicago style?
A: For government documents in a Chicago style bibliography, you typically cite the issuing
government agency as the author. Follow this with the title of the document (italicized), and then
publication details including the place and publisher, and the year. If the document has an
identifying number (like a report number), include that as well. For example: United States.
Department of Health and Human Services. National Health Survey. Washington, DC: Government
Printing Office, 2020. HHS Publication No. 20-2011.
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