
chicago style bibliography examples
for scholarly writing
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected citation style,
particularly prevalent in the humanities and some social sciences. For
scholarly writing, mastering its intricacies for bibliographies is crucial
for academic integrity and presenting research effectively. This article
delves deep into understanding Chicago style bibliography examples for
scholarly writing, covering the fundamental principles and providing
practical, detailed illustrations for various source types. We will explore
how to correctly format books, journal articles, websites, and other common
academic resources, ensuring accuracy and adherence to CMOS guidelines. By
the end, you'll be equipped to construct robust and correctly formatted
bibliographies for your own scholarly endeavors, enhancing the credibility of
your work and demonstrating meticulous attention to detail.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Bibliography in
Chicago Style

A bibliography, in the context of Chicago style, serves as a comprehensive
list of all the sources consulted and cited within a scholarly work. It is
more than just a list; it is a testament to the author's research process,
providing readers with the tools to verify information, explore further, and
understand the intellectual foundation of the presented arguments. In
scholarly writing, a well-crafted bibliography signifies thoroughness and
intellectual honesty, allowing for the proper attribution of ideas and
information to their original creators.

The primary functions of a Chicago style bibliography include establishing
credibility by showcasing the breadth and depth of research undertaken,
enabling readers to locate and consult the original sources for verification
or further study, and demonstrating adherence to academic conventions and
ethical citation practices. It is an integral part of the scholarly
conversation, placing your work within the existing body of knowledge and
acknowledging the contributions of others. Without a properly formatted



bibliography, even the most insightful research can be undermined by a
perceived lack of rigor.

Core Elements of a Chicago Style Bibliography
Entry

Each entry in a Chicago style bibliography, regardless of the source type,
typically comprises a set of core elements arranged in a specific order.
While the exact punctuation and formatting may vary slightly depending on the
source, understanding these fundamental components is key to constructing
correct entries. These elements work together to provide a complete
bibliographic record, allowing for precise identification and retrieval of
the source.

The essential components generally include: Author(s) or Editor(s), Title of
the work, Publication information (including place of publication, publisher,
and year for books; journal title, volume, issue, and year for articles; or
URL and access date for online resources), and sometimes specific details
like page numbers for specific citations (though these are more common in
notes than the bibliography itself). Consistency in presenting these elements
is paramount for a professional and scholarly bibliography.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples: Books

Books are foundational sources in many academic disciplines, and their
correct citation in a Chicago style bibliography is essential. The format for
a book entry prioritizes the author's name, the title of the book, and its
publication details. Understanding variations, such as edited collections or
books with multiple authors, is crucial for comprehensive scholarly writing.

Single-Author Books
For a book authored by a single individual, the entry begins with the
author's last name, followed by a comma, then their first name. The title of
the book is italicized, and the publication details include the city of
publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication. A period
concludes the entry.

Tuchman, Barbara W. The Guns of August. New York: Ballantine Books,
1962.



Edited Books
When citing an edited book, the editor's name takes the place of the author's
name, often with an "ed." abbreviation following their name. The title
remains italicized, followed by the publication information. If you are
citing a specific chapter within an edited book, the format will differ
slightly, including the chapter title and page range.

Greenblatt, Stephen, ed. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 9th
ed. Vol. 1. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2012.

Books with Multiple Authors
For books with two or three authors, all author names are included. The first
author is listed last name first, followed by first name. Subsequent authors
are listed first name first. For works with more than three authors, the
first author's name is listed, followed by "et al."

Smith, John, and Jane Doe. The Art of Research. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2018.

Miller, David, Robert Johnson, Sarah Williams, and Emily Brown. Advanced
Statistical Methods. London: Academic Press, 2020.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples: Journal
Articles

Journal articles are critical for staying current with research in a field.
Chicago style dictates a specific format for citing these articles,
emphasizing the author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, and
publication date, along with page numbers. Proper formatting ensures readers
can easily locate the specific article within its journal issue.

Standard Journal Article
The format for a standard journal article in a Chicago style bibliography
includes the author's name (last name first), the article title in quotation
marks, the journal title in italics, followed by the volume number, issue
number (if applicable), and the publication year. Page numbers for the entire
article are typically included.

Johnson, Emily R. "The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse."



Journal of Communication Studies 35, no. 2 (2019): 112–130.

Online Journal Articles
When citing journal articles accessed online, additional information is
required, such as the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available, or the
journal's website URL and the date the article was accessed. The DOI is
preferred as it provides a stable link.

Williams, Sarah L. "Rethinking Urban Planning in the 21st Century."
Urban Affairs Review 50, no. 1 (2021): 45–62.
doi:10.1177/1078254220976543.

Brown, Peter. "The Evolution of Artificial Intelligence." AI Magazine
40, no. 3 (2018): 78–95.
https://www.aimagazine.org/article/evolution-ai. Accessed October 26,
2023.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples: Websites
and Online Sources

The proliferation of online resources necessitates clear guidelines for their
citation. Chicago style provides a framework for citing websites, including
web pages, online reports, and other digital content. The key is to provide
enough information for the reader to find the source, which often includes
the author, title of the page or article, name of the website, and the URL,
along with an access date.

Websites and Web Pages
For a specific page on a website, the author (if known), the title of the
page or article, the name of the website, and the URL are essential.
Including the date of publication or last update, if available, and the date
of access is also recommended for online sources, as content can change.

National Park Service. "Visitor Information for Yosemite National Park."
National Park Service, last modified April 15, 2023.
https://www.nps.gov/yose/planyourvisit/index.htm. Accessed October 26,
2023.



Online Reports and Documents
Reports or documents published online by organizations often have a
designated author or sponsoring organization. The format should clearly
indicate the authoring entity, the title of the report (often italicized),
and the URL. Including a publication date is also important.

World Health Organization. Global Status Report on Road Safety 2023.
Geneva: World Health Organization, 2023.
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240062792. Accessed October
26, 2023.

Chicago Style Bibliography Examples: Other
Common Sources

Scholarly research often draws from a diverse range of sources beyond books
and journal articles. Chicago style offers guidelines for citing various
other materials, ensuring consistency and completeness in your bibliography.
This includes referencing newspapers, magazines, interviews, and even
unpublished works.

Newspaper and Magazine Articles
Similar to journal articles, newspaper and magazine citations require author,
title, publication name, date, and page numbers. For online versions, URLs
and access dates are included.

Miller, Robert. "The Future of Renewable Energy." The Daily Chronicle,
October 25, 2023, A1.

Davis, Anna. "Innovations in Sustainable Agriculture." Modern Farmer,
September 2023, 45–48.

Interviews
Citing interviews in a bibliography requires identifying the interviewee, the
interviewer (if relevant), the date of the interview, and the medium (e.g.,
personal interview, recorded interview). For unpublished interviews, provide
details about where the interview can be accessed or stored.

Garcia, Maria. Personal interview with John Lee. October 20, 2023.



Smith, Jane. Recorded interview by Robert Johnson. August 15, 2023.
Private collection of Robert Johnson.

Theses and Dissertations
When referencing a thesis or dissertation, include the author's name, the
title of the work (italicized), the type of work (e.g., PhD dissertation,
Master's thesis), the degree-granting institution, and the year of
completion. If accessed online, include the URL or database information.

Chen, Wei. Essays on Behavioral Economics. PhD dissertation, Stanford
University, 2022.

Formatting Your Bibliography Page

Beyond individual entry formatting, the overall presentation of the
bibliography page in Chicago style is crucial for a professional academic
document. This includes the title, indentation, and spacing, all of which
contribute to readability and adherence to the style guide's conventions. A
well-formatted bibliography enhances the overall presentation of your
scholarly work.

The bibliography page should be titled "Bibliography" and centered at the top
of a new page. Entries are typically arranged in alphabetical order by the
author's last name. For entries by the same author, arrange them
alphabetically by title. A key formatting element is the use of a hanging
indent: the first line of each entry is flush with the left margin, and
subsequent lines are indented. Double-spacing is generally recommended
throughout the bibliography, though some instructors or publishers may prefer
single-spacing with a blank line between entries.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Style
Bibliographies

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and
a works cited page in Chicago style?
A: In Chicago style, a bibliography is a comprehensive list of all sources
consulted during research, whether or not they were directly cited in the
text. A "Works Cited" page, by contrast, typically lists only those sources



that were actually cited within the body of the paper. However, many
instructors and publishers in fields that follow CMOS may use "Bibliography"
to refer to the list of cited sources, so it's always best to clarify
specific requirements.

Q: How do I handle sources with no author in a
Chicago style bibliography?
A: When a source has no identifiable author, the entry in the bibliography
begins with the title of the work. The title is then alphabetized as if it
were the author's last name. For example, a book titled "The History of
Computing" would be listed under "H".

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website if the
publication date is unknown?
A: If a publication date for a website is unknown, use "n.d." (for "no date")
in place of the publication year. For example, "Author Name. 'Title of Page.'
Website Name, n.d. https://www.example.com. Accessed October 26, 2023."

Q: How do I format a bibliography entry for a
chapter in a book where the chapter has a different
author than the book?
A: For a chapter in an edited book by a different author, the entry typically
starts with the chapter author's name, followed by the chapter title in
quotation marks, then "in," the title of the book (italicized), the
editor(s)' name(s), and the page range of the chapter, followed by
publication details. Example: Smith, John. "Theories of Knowledge." In
Philosophical Essays, edited by Jane Doe, 55–78. New York: Academic Press,
2018.

Q: Should I use "et al." in my Chicago style
bibliography?
A: Yes, for books with more than three authors, you generally use "et al."
after the first author's name in the bibliography entry. The full names of
all authors are listed in the footnotes or endnotes in the first instance,
but the bibliography entry is condensed.

Q: How do I alphabetize entries in a Chicago style



bibliography if two authors have the same last name?
A: If two authors share the same last name, you alphabetize their entries by
their first name. For example, if you have works by "Smith, John" and "Smith,
Sarah," you would list "Smith, John" before "Smith, Sarah."

Q: What is the role of the DOI in online journal
articles for Chicago style bibliographies?
A: The DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent identifier that
provides a stable link to an online journal article, even if the website
hosting the article changes. In Chicago style bibliographies, the DOI is
preferred over a URL when available, as it ensures the reader can reliably
access the source. It is typically placed at the end of the entry.
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