
chicago style bibliography examples for a
book with an editor
chicago style bibliography examples for a book with an editor citation can seem daunting, but
mastering it is crucial for academic integrity and clear communication. When referencing a book
where a specific individual has curated or compiled the content, rather than being the sole author,
the citation format requires careful attention to detail. This article will demystify the Chicago
Manual of Style's approach to bibliographies for edited volumes, providing clear examples and
explanations. We will delve into the specifics of citing books with editors, exploring variations in the
format and offering practical advice for accurate referencing. Understanding these nuances will help
you avoid common pitfalls and ensure your bibliography is both accurate and compliant with
Chicago style.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Bibliographies
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. For most humanities disciplines, the Notes-Bibliography system
is prevalent, requiring both footnotes or endnotes in the text and a comprehensive bibliography at
the end of the work. The bibliography serves as an alphabetical list of all sources consulted and
cited, providing full publication details for each entry. This allows readers to easily locate and verify
the information used by the author. The goal is to provide complete and accurate bibliographic
information that is easily accessible.

When constructing a bibliography in Chicago style, the fundamental principle is consistency and
completeness. Every entry must contain specific pieces of information, presented in a particular
order and with specific punctuation. The structure ensures that all necessary details – such as
author or editor, title, publisher, and publication date – are readily available. This meticulous
approach is what lends credibility and authority to academic writing. For books with editors, this
means acknowledging the editor's role prominently in the citation, distinguishing it from a book with
a single or multiple authors.

The Core Components of a Chicago Style Bibliography
Entry for an Edited Book
Regardless of whether a book has authors or editors, certain fundamental pieces of information are
required for a complete bibliography entry. These components ensure that any reader can identify



and find the source material. Key elements typically include the name(s) of the responsible party
(author or editor), the title of the work, and publication details such as the place of publication,
publisher, and the year the book was published. For edited volumes, the role of the editor is
paramount and must be clearly indicated.

When citing a book with an editor, the editor's name is presented first, followed by an indicator of
their role. This is a critical distinction from citing a book with authors, where the author's name(s)
appear first. The format ensures clarity regarding who is responsible for the compilation and
organization of the content within the book, as opposed to who wrote the individual chapters or
sections. The subsequent information, such as the title and publication details, follows a
standardized pattern.

Standard Format for a Book with an Editor
The standard format for a Chicago style bibliography entry for a book with an editor places the
editor's name first, followed by "ed." (or "eds." for multiple editors). The title of the book is then
italicized, followed by the publication city, publisher, and the year of publication. This structure
clearly distinguishes the role of the editor from that of an author, which is essential for accurate
scholarly referencing. Pay close attention to the use of commas and periods, as they are crucial for
the correct formatting.

Example of a Single Editor
When a single individual has edited a book, the citation begins with their last name, followed by a
comma, their first name, and then the abbreviation "ed." for editor. This is immediately followed by
the italicized title of the book. After the title, the place of publication, the publisher's name, and the
year of publication are listed, separated by commas and a period at the end. Consistency in
punctuation and the use of abbreviations is key to adhering to Chicago style.

Here is a clear example:

Smith, John, ed. The Art of the Renaissance. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018.

Example of Multiple Editors
For books with two or three editors, all editors' names are listed in the entry. The first editor is listed
in reverse order (last name, first name), and subsequent editors are listed in normal order (first
name, last name). The abbreviation "eds." is used after the last editor's name to indicate that there
are multiple editors. The rest of the bibliographic information follows the same pattern as for a
single editor.

Consider this example for multiple editors:

Davis, Eleanor, Robert Lee, and Maria Garcia, eds. Global Economic Trends. London: Penguin
Books, 2020.



When an Editor is Also an Author of a Chapter
In instances where the editor has also contributed a chapter to the volume, the bibliography entry
primarily focuses on the book as a whole, listing the editor(s) as responsible for the volume. If you
are citing a specific chapter written by the editor, you would create a separate citation for that
chapter within the edited book, following the guidelines for citing a chapter in an edited book.
However, the main entry for the book itself will still list the editor(s).

The primary entry for the book would look similar to the examples above. If you were to cite a
specific chapter by the editor, the format would differ, but for the bibliography entry of the book
itself, the editor(s) are the key figures listed first.

Variations and Special Cases in Chicago Style
Bibliographies
While the core format for citing books with editors is straightforward, variations can arise depending
on the specific details of the publication. These can include editions other than the first, or the
presence of translators if the book is a translation. Understanding these nuances ensures that your
bibliography is as accurate as possible and reflects the true nature of the source material you have
consulted.

Citing Subsequent Editions
If you are referencing a book with an editor that is not the first edition, you must indicate the edition
number. This is typically placed after the title of the book, usually in the form of "2nd ed.," "3rd ed.,"
and so on. The editor's name, title, and publication details remain the same, but the edition
information provides crucial context for the reader, especially if there are significant differences
between editions.

An example of citing a subsequent edition:

Williams, Sarah, ed. Foundations of Psychology. 3rd ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,
2019.

Books with Both Editors and Authors of Chapters
When citing an entire book that has an editor, the editor's name appears first in the bibliography.
However, if you are citing a specific chapter within that edited book, the format changes
significantly. In that case, the author of the chapter is listed first, followed by the chapter title (in
quotation marks), then the editor's name preceded by "edited by," and finally the details of the book
(title, publication information). It is essential to differentiate between citing the whole volume and
citing a part of it.

Here's how you would cite a chapter by a specific author within an edited book:

Miller, David. "The Impact of Globalization." In Global Economic Trends, edited by Eleanor



Davis, Robert Lee, and Maria Garcia, 112-45. London: Penguin Books, 2020.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Navigating Chicago style citation for edited books can lead to occasional errors if not approached
with careful attention. One of the most frequent mistakes is conflating the role of an editor with that
of an author, leading to incorrect placement of names or missing the "ed." or "eds." designation.
Another common pitfall is inconsistent punctuation, such as using periods instead of commas or vice-
versa, which can disrupt the flow and legibility of the entry.

Furthermore, forgetting to italicize the book title is a recurring issue. The italicization of titles is a
fundamental aspect of bibliographical formatting in Chicago style, serving to visually distinguish the
work itself from other bibliographic information. Additionally, inaccuracies in publisher names or
publication dates can also occur, underscoring the need for thorough proofreading of all
bibliographic entries. Ensuring the correct order of elements is also paramount.

Here are some common errors to watch out for:

Confusing editors with authors.

Missing the "ed." or "eds." designation.

Incorrect punctuation (e.g., wrong placement of commas and periods).

Failure to italicize the book title.

Inaccurate publisher information or publication year.

Incorrect order of names for multiple editors.

Finalizing Your Chicago Style Bibliography
The process of compiling a Chicago style bibliography for a book with an editor requires diligence
and a thorough understanding of the stylistic conventions. By carefully following the established
formats for single and multiple editors, and by paying close attention to variations like subsequent
editions and individual chapter citations, you can create accurate and professional bibliographical
entries. Remember that consistency and precision are the cornerstones of effective academic
citation, ensuring that your work adheres to the highest standards of scholarly practice.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a book by an



author and a book with an editor in Chicago style
bibliography?
A: The primary difference lies in whose name appears first and how their role is indicated. For a
book by an author, the author's name (last name, first name) starts the entry. For a book with an
editor, the editor's name (last name, first name) starts the entry, followed by "ed." or "eds." to
denote their role.

Q: How do I cite a book with two editors in a Chicago style
bibliography?
A: When a book has two editors, you list both names. The first editor is listed in reverse order (last
name, first name), followed by a comma and the second editor in normal order (first name, last
name). The abbreviation "eds." follows the last editor's name.

Q: If I am citing a specific chapter within an edited book, does
the editor's name still come first in my Chicago style
bibliography?
A: No, if you are citing a specific chapter, the author of that chapter is listed first. The editor's name
will appear later in the citation, introduced by "edited by," along with the title of the book and
publication details.

Q: Should I italicize the title of the book when citing it in my
Chicago style bibliography?
A: Yes, the title of the book should always be italicized in a Chicago style bibliography entry. This
applies whether you are citing the entire book or a chapter within it (the book title, not the chapter
title, is italicized in the latter case).

Q: What if the book I'm citing has an editor but was
translated? How do I format that in a Chicago style
bibliography?
A: If a book with an editor is also a translation, you would typically list the editor first, followed by
the translated title (italicized), and then the translator's name preceded by "translated by."
Publication details would follow.

Q: What is the correct abbreviation for "editors" in a Chicago
style bibliography when there are three or more editors?
A: The abbreviation "eds." is used for two or more editors. For a book with three or more editors,
you list all names and conclude with "eds." after the last editor's name.



Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style specify the place of
publication in a bibliography entry for an edited book?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style requires the place of publication to be included in the
bibliography entry. This is usually the city where the publisher is located.

Q: What if an editor also wrote a significant portion of the
book? How does this affect the bibliography entry?
A: If the editor is also the author of substantial parts or the entire book, the primary citation will still
list them as the editor. However, if you are specifically referencing their authorial contribution, you
might also cite them as an author for that specific section or chapter, depending on your citation
needs. For the bibliography entry of the book itself, the editor's role is paramount.
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