CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE FOR WIKIPEDIA ENTRY

THE CHICAGO MANUAL oF STYLE (CMOS) IS A WIDELY RESPECTED AND COMPREHENSIVE STYLE GUIDE, AND ITS AUTHOR-DATE
CITATION SYSTEM IS PARTICULARLY PREVALENT IN ACADEMIC AND SCIENTIFIC WRITING. WHEN CREATING A W IKIPEDIA ENTRY,
ADHERENCE TO A CONSISTENT AND RECOGNIZED CITATION STYLE IS PARAMOUNT FOR CREDIBILITY AND CLARITY. UNDERSTANDING
THE NUANCES OF THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE FORMAT FOR W IKIPEDIA ENTRIES ENSURES THAT YOUR REFERENCES ARE
ACCURATE, EASY TO FOLLOW, AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL RELIABILITY OF THE INFORMATION PRESENTED. THIS ARTICLE
WILL DELVE INTO THE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF IMPLEMENTING THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM WITHIN THE
CONTEXT OF WIKIPEDIA, COVERING IN-TEXT CITATIONS, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR VARIOUS
SOURCE TYPES.
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UNDERSTANDING CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-DATE. FOR
\X/IKIPEDIA, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS OFTEN PREFERRED FOR ITS CONCISENESS AND DIRECT LINK BETWEEN THE IN-TEXT
CITATION AND THE FULL REFERENCE. THIS SYSTEM RELIES ON EMBEDDING A BRIEF PARENTHETICAL CITATION DIRECTLY WITHIN THE
TEXT OF THE ARTICLE, TYPICALLY CONSISTING OF THE AUTHOR’S LAST NAME AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. THIS IS
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED BY A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF ALL SOURCES CITED, PRESENTED ALPHABETICALLY BY AUTHOR'S LAST
NAME, WHICH IS COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OR WORKS CITED PAGE. THE GOAL IS TO ALLOW READERS TO
QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE SOURCE OF INFORMATION AND EASILY LOCATE THE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS.

THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM PROMOTES A STREAMLINED READING EXPERIENCE. INSTEAD OF LENGTHY FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES
INTERRUPTING THE FLOW OF THE NARRATIVE, A QUICK GLANCE AT THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION GUIDES THE READER TO THE
RELEVANT ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. THIS METHOD IS ESPECIALLY BENEFICIAL FOR ARTICLES WITH A HIGH VOLUME OF
CITATIONS, AS IT KEEPS THE MAIN BODY OF TEXT UNCLUTTERED. IT'S CRUCIAL TO REMEMBER THAT THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM
REQUIRES ABSOLUTE PRECISION IN MATCHING IN-TEXT CITATIONS WITH THEIR CORRESPONDING BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES TO AVOID
READER CONFUSION AND MAINTAIN SCHOLARLY INTEGRITY.

Key CoMPONENTS OF CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE

THE corRe OF THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM REVOLVES AROUND TWO MAIN ELEMENTS: THE PARENTHETICAL IN-TEXT
CITATION AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. THE IN-TEXT CITATION TYPICALLY INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S SURNAME AND THE YEAR OF
PUBLICATION. FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU ARE CITING A WORK BY JOHN SMITH PUBLISHED IN 2020, THE IN-TEXT CITATION WOULD
APPEAR AS (SMITH 2020). |F THE AUTHOR'S NAME IS ALREADY MENTIONED IN THE SENTENCE, ONLY THE YEAR IS NEEDED IN THE
PARENTHESES: SMITH (2020) ARGUES THAT...

THe BIBLIOGRAPHY, ON THE OTHER HAND, PROVIDES THE FULL PUBLICATION DETAILS FOR EVERY SOURCE CITED IN THE TEXT.
EACH ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK, ALLOWING ANYONE TO LOCATE AND VERIFY THE
SOURCE. THIS INCLUDES INFORMATION SUCH AS THE AUTHOR'S NAME, THE FULL TITLE OF THE WORK, PUBLICATION DETAILS
(CITY, PUBLISHER), AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. THE ORDER AND FORMATTING OF THESE ELEMENTS ARE CRITICAL FOR
ADHERING TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GUIDELINES.



IMPLEMENTING IN-TEXT CITATIONS IN WIKIPEDIA

\W/HEN INCORPORATING CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS INTO A \WIKIPEDIA ENTRY, THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE IS
CLARITY AND VERIFIABILITY. EVERY PIECE OF INFORMATION THAT IS NOT COMMON KNOWLEDGE OR DIRECTLY STATED IN THE
PRECEDING TEXT NEEDS A CITATION. FOR AUTHOR-DATE, THIS MEANS PLACING THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION AS CLOSE AS
POSSIBLE TO THE INFORMATION IT SUPPORTS, TYPICALLY AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE OR CLAUSE. THE FORMAT REMAINS
consISTENT: (AUTHOR's LAST NAME YEAR).

IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT \WIKIPEDIA'S COMMUNITY HAS ESTABLISHED SPECIFIC GUIDELINES FOR CITATION FORMATTING,
OFTEN UTILIZING TEMPLATES TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY AND EASE OF USE. WHILE THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF CHICAGO AUTHOR-
DATE ARE FOLLOWED, THESE TEMPLATES CAN AUTOMATE MUCH OF THE FORMATTING. FOR INSTANCE, A COMMON TEMPLATE
MIGHT LOOK SOMETHING LIKE ‘{{CITE JOURNAL |LAST=SMITH |[FIRST=J0oHN [DATE=2020 |TITLESAN INTERESTING STUDY
JOURNAL=)OURNAL OF ReSEARCH [VoLUME= 10 |issUe=2 |pPAGES=1-153}". THIS TEMPLATE GENERATES A FORMATTED
CITATION THAT CAN THEN BE LINKED TO IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY.

WHEN To CiTe AND WHERE TO PLACE CITATIONS

THE RULE OF THUMB FOR W/ IKIPEDIA CITATIONS IS TO CITE WHENEVER YOU INTRODUCE INFORMATION THAT IS NOT COMMON
KNOWLEDGE. THIS INCLUDES FACTS, STATISTICS, SPECIFIC CLAIMS, OPINIONS, THEORIES, AND ANALYSES ATTRIBUTED TO A
PARTICULAR AUTHOR OR SOURCE. CITATIONS SHOULD BE PLACED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CLAIM THEY SUPPORT, BEFORE ANY
PUNCTUATION THAT ENDS THE SENTENCE OR CLAUSE. |[F MULTIPLE PIECES OF INFORMATION IN A SINGLE SENTENCE COME FROM THE
SAME SOURCE, ONLY ONE CITATION IS NEEDED AT THE END OF THE SENTENCE.

MISPLACING CITATIONS CAN LEAD TO AMBIGUITY ABOUT WHICH SPECIFIC STATEMENT IS BEING REFERENCED. FOR EXAMPLE, IF
YOU HAVE A SENTENCE WITH TWO DISTINCT FACTS FROM DIFFERENT SOURCES, YOU WOULD NEED TWO CITATIONS, EACH
PLACED APPROPRIATELY TO INDICATE ITS RESPECTIVE SOURCE. GENERALLY, THE CITATION FOLLOWS THE PHRASE OR CLAUSE IT
SUPPORTS. FOR DIRECT QUOTES, THE CITATION SHOULD FOLLOW THE QUOTATION MARKS.

HANDLING MULTIPLE AUTHORS AND EDITORS

THe CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM HAS SPECIFIC RULES FOR CITING WORKS WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS OR EDITORS. FOR
WORKS WITH UP TO THREE AUTHORS, ALL NAMES ARE TYPICALLY LISTED IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION, SEPARATED BY COMMAS,
WITH “AND” BEFORE THE LAST NAME: (SMITH, JONES, AND BROWN 2019). FOR WORKS WITH FOUR OR MORE AUTHORS, IT IS
COMMON PRACTICE TO LIST ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR: (JOHNSON ET AL.
2018).

\WHEN CITING EDITED VOLUMES, THE IN-TEXT CITATION GENERALLY REFERS TO THE EDITOR(S) FOLLOWED BY “ED.” OR “EDS.”
AND THE YEAR, OR IT MIGHT REFER TO THE AUTHOR OF A SPECIFIC CHAPTER WITHIN THE VOLUME IF THE CHAPTER IS BEING CITED.
THE PRECISE FORMAT FOR EDITED WORKS IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY WILL DIFFER FROM THAT OF SINGLE-AUTHORED BOOKS,
REFLECTING THE EDITORIAL ROLE. ALWAYS CONSULT THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE OR

W IKIPEDIA’S ESTABLISHED CITATION TEMPLATES FOR THE MOST ACCURATE FORMATTING.

CRAFTING THE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, OR WORKS CITED LIST, IS THE BACKBONE OF THE AUTHOR-DATE CITATION SYSTEM. T PROVIDES THE
COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION FOR ALL SOURCES REFERENCED IN THE \W/IKIPEDIA ENTRY. THIS SECTION IS CRUCIAL FOR
VERIFIABILITY, ALLOWING READERS TO FIND AND CONSULT THE ORIGINAL SOURCES. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SHOULD BE PLACED AT
THE END OF THE ARTICLE, UNDER A HEADING SUCH AS “REFERENCES” oR W/ orks CITED.”



ENTRIES IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ARE ARRANGED ALPHABETICALLY BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. THIS ALPHABETICAL ORDER IS
CRITICAL FOR USABILITY, ENABLING READERS TO QUICKLY LOCATE THE FULL DETAILS OF A SPECIFIC IN-TEXT CITATION. EAcH
ENTRY SHOULD BE FORMATTED CONSISTENTLY ACCORDING TO CHICAGO STYLE GUIDELINES, ENSURING ALL NECESSARY
PUBLICATION INFORMATION IS INCLUDED. W/ IKIPEDIA'S CITATION TEMPLATES ARE DESIGNED TO GENERATE THESE ENTRIES
AUTOMATICALLY, BUT UNDERSTANDING THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES IS STILL BENEFICIAL.

FORMATTING PRINCIPLES FOR BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES

EACH BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY BEGINS WITH THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME, FOLLOWED BY A COMMA, AND THEN THEIR FIRST NAME (OR
INITIALS). THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION IS THEN PLACED IN PARENTHESES. THE TITLE OF THE WORK IS TYPICALLY ITALICIZED FOR
BOOKS AND ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS FOR ARTICLES AND CHAPTERS. FOR JOURNAL ARTICLES, THE JOURNAL TITLE IS
ITALICIZED, FOLLOWED BY THE VOLUME AND ISSUE NUMBERS, AND THEN THE PAGE RANGE. For ONLINE SOURCES, URLs AND
ACCESS DATES ARE INCLUDED.

THE HANGING INDENT IS A DISTINCTIVE FEATURE OF CHICAGO STYLE BIBLIOGRAPHIES. THIS MEANS THAT THE FIRST LINE OF EACH
ENTRY IS FLUSH WITH THE LEFT MARGIN, AND SUBSEQUENT LINES ARE INDENTED. THIS FORMATTING HELPS TO DISTINGUISH
INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES CLEARLY, ESPECIALLY WHEN TITLES OR AUTHORS' NAMES ARE LENGTHY. WHILE MANUAL FORMATTING IS
POSSIBLE, W IKIPEDIA'S CITATION TEMPLATES HANDLE THE HANGING INDENT AUTOMATICALLY.

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR DIFFERENT SOURCE T YPES IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY

THE SPECIFIC DETAILS REQUIRED IN A BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY VARY DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF SOURCE. FOR A BOOK, YOU'LL NEED
THE AUTHOR(S), FULL TITLE, PLACE OF PUBLICATION, PUBLISHER, AND YEAR. For A JOURNAL ARTICLE, YOU'LL NEED THE
AUTHOR(S), ARTICLE TITLE, JOURNAL TITLE, VOLUME, ISSUE NUMBER, YEAR, AND PAGE RANGE. For A WEBSITE, YOU'LL NEED THE
AUTHOR (IF AVAILABLE), PAGE TITLE, WEBSITE NAME, PUBLICATION DATE, AND URL, OFTEN WITH AN ACCESS DATE. ENSURING
ALL THESE ELEMENTS ARE PRESENT AND CORRECTLY FORMATTED IS KEY.

e Books: AUTHOR, YEAR, TITLE, PLACE OF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER.
® JOURNAL ARTICLES: AUTHOR, YEAR, “ARTICLE TITLE,” JournaL TITLE, VoLUME(ISSUE): PAGES.
o \WessiTes: AUTHOR (IF AVAILABLE), YEAR, “PAcGE TITLE,” WessiTe Name, URL (Accessep DATE).

o CHAPTERS IN EDITED Books: CHAPTER AUTHOR, YEAR, “CHAPTER TITLE,” IN Book TITLE, ep. EDITOR(S), PAGE
RANGE. PLACE OF PUBLICATION: PUBLISHER.

CITING DIFFERENT SOURCE T YPES

W IKIPEDIA ENTRIES DRAW INFORMATION FROM A WIDE VARIETY OF SOURCES, AND THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM
PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR CITING EACH TYPE ACCURATELY. PROPERLY CITING DIVERSE SOURCES, FROM BOOKS AND JOURNALS TO
WEBSITES AND INTERVIEWS, IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING THE INTEGRITY AND COMPREHENSIVENESS OF AN ARTICLE.

Books AND Book CHAPTERS

\W/HEN CITING A BOOK IN CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE STYLE, THE IN-TEXT CITATION WiLL BE (AUTHOR LAST NAME YEAR). THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY WILL INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME, YEAR OF PUBLICATION, THE FULL TITLE OF THE BOOK IN ITALICS,



THE PLACE OF PUBLICATION, AND THE PUBLISHER. FOR EXAMPLE: SMITH, JoHN. 2020. THe HisTory of CITATION STYLES.
CHicago: UNIVERSITY oF CHICAGO PREss.

CITING A CHAPTER WITHIN AN EDITED BOOK REQUIRES ACKNOWLEDGING BOTH THE CHAPTER AUTHOR AND THE EDITORS. THE IN-
TEXT CITATION MIGHT REFER TO THE CHAPTER AUTHOR (CHAPTER AUTHOR LAST NAME YEAR) OR THE EDITOR IF REFERRING TO
THE OVERALL WORK. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY WILL LIST THE CHAPTER AUTHOR, CHAPTER TITLE IN QUOTATION MARKS,
FOLLOWED BY “IN" AND THE BOOK TITLE IN ITALICS, ALONG WITH EDITOR INFORMATION, PAGE RANGE OF THE CHAPTER,
PUBLICATION DETAILS, AND PUBLISHER. FOR EXAMPLE: JONES, MARY. 2019. “EARLY DEVELOPMENTS IN REFERENCING.” IN
CoMPENDIUM OF ACADEMIC PRACTICES, EDITED BY JANE DOE AND RICHARD RoE, 45-67. New York: ACADEMIC PRESS.

JOURNAL ARTICLES AND PERIODICALS

JOURNAL ARTICLES ARE A COMMON SOURCE IN ACADEMIC W/ IKIPEDIA ENTRIES. THE IN-TEXT CITATION FOLLOWS THE STANDARD
FORMAT: (AUTHOR LAST NAME YEAR). THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE INCLUDES THE AUTHOR'S FULL NAME,
YEAR OF PUBLICATION, THE ARTICLE TITLE IN QUOTATION MARKS, THE JOURNAL TITLE IN ITALICS, FOLLOWED BY THE VOLUME
AND ISSUE NUMBERS, AND THE PAGE RANGE. FOR INSTANCE: W/ILLIAMS, ROBERT. 202 1. “THe IMPACT OF DIGITAL MEDIA ON
RESEARCH.” JOURNAL OF DiGITAL STupies, 15(3): 112-130.

CITING ARTICLES FROM NEWSPAPERS OR MAGAZINES FOLLOWS A SIMILAR PATTERN, THOUGH THE SPECIFIC FORMATTING MIGHT
VARY SLIGHTLY. THE KEY IS TO IDENTIFY THE AUTHOR, DATE, ARTICLE TITLE, AND THE PUBLICATION NAME. FOR ONLINE
PERIODICALS, THE URL AND ACCESS DATE ARE ALSO CRUCIAL.

\WEeBSITES AND ONLINE RESOURCES

CITING ONLINE RESOURCES REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DETAIL, AS THE INFORMATION CAN BE MORE EPHEMERAL. THE IN-
TEXT CITATION GENERALLY USES (AUTHOR LAST NAME YEAR) IF AN AUTHOR IS CLEARLY IDENTIFIED. IF NO AUTHOR IS LISTED,
THE TITLE OF THE PAGE OR ORGANIZATION NAME MAY BE USED. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR A WEBSITE SHOULD INCLUDE THE
AUTHOR (IF AVAILABLE)/ THE TITLE OF THE SPECIFIC PAGE OR ARTICLE, THE NAME OF THE WEBSITE, THE PUBLICATION OR LAST
UPDATED DATE, AND THE URL. IT IS ALSO STANDARD PRACTICE TO INCLUDE THE DATE THE PAGE WAS ACCESSED.

IT’S IMPORTANT TO USE RELIABLE AND AUTHORITATIVE WEBSITES FOR W IKIPEDIA ENTRIES. CITATIONS FOR LESS FORMAL ONLINE
CONTENT, SUCH AS PERSONAL BLOGS OR FORUMS, MAY NOT BE ACCEPTABLE DEPENDING ON W/ IKIPEDIA’S NOTABILITY AND

VERIFIABILITY POLICIES. ALWAYS PRIORITIZE SOURCES THAT DEMONSTRATE A DEGREE OF EDITORIAL OVERSIGHT AND
CREDIBILITY.

CoMMON PITFALLS AND BEST PRACTICES

NAVIGATING THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOR W/ IKIPEDIA CAN PRESENT CHALLENGES. ONE OF THE MOST
COMMON PITFALLS IS INCONSISTENCY IN FORMATTING. [F YOU MIX CITATION STYLES OR FAIL TO APPLY THE AUTHOR-DATE
SYSTEM UNIFORMLY, IT UNDERMINES THE CREDIBILITY OF THE ENTRY.

ANOTHER PITFALL IS FAILING TO CITE PROPERLY. EVERY PIECE OF INFORMATION THAT REQUIRES ATTRIBUTION MUST HAVE A
CORRESPONDING CITATION. OVER-RELIANCE ON A SINGLE SOURCE CAN ALSO BE PROBLEMATIC; A WELL-CITED W IKIPEDIA ARTICLE
DRAWS FROM A DIVERSITY OF REPUTABLE SOURCES. ENSURING THAT THE IN-TEXT CITATIONS PERFECTLY MATCH THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES IS ALSO CRITICAL. MISSING OR INCORRECT LINKS BETWEEN THE TWO CAN FRUSTRATE READERS AND
RESEARCHERS.



ENSURING ACCURACY AND CONSISTENCY

BEST PRACTICE DICTATES THAT YOU SHOULD ALWAYS REFER TO THE LATEST EDITION OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
FOR DEFINITIVE GUIDANCE, THOUGH FOR \X/IKIPEDIA, UTILIZING THE PLATFORM’S BUILT=IN CITATION TEMPLATES IS HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED. THESE TEMPLATES ARE DESIGNED TO ADHERE TO ESTABLISHED CITATION STANDARDS, INCLUDING CHICAGO STYLE,
AND HELP MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY ACROSS ARTICLES. FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE AVAILABLE CITATION TEMPLATES FOR
VARIOUS SOURCE TYPES.

DOUBLE-CHECKING ALL DETAILS—AUTHOR NAMES, DATES, TITLES, PAGE NUMBERS, URLS—IS PARAMOUNT. A SINGLE TYPO CAN
RENDER A CITATION USELESS. BEFORE PUBLISHING, THOROUGHLY REVIEW ALL CITATIONS TO ENSURE THEY ARE ACCURATE,
COMPLETE, AND FORMATTED ACCORDING TO THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM AS IMPLEMENTED ON W/ IKIPEDIA.

LeVERAGING WIkIPEDIA'S CITATION TooLs

W IKIPEDIA PROVIDES ROBUST TOOLS TO AID IN CITATION. THE “CITE” BUTTON IN THE EDITING TOOLBAR OFFERS TEMPLATES
FOR VARIOUS SOURCE TYPES. USING THESE TEMPLATES SIGNIFICANTLY SIMPLIFIES THE PROCESS OF FORMATTING CITATIONS
CORRECTLY. THEY AUTOMATICALLY HANDLE MANY OF THE STYLISTIC NUANCES, SUCH AS ITALICIZING TITLES OR USING HANGING
INDENTS IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY.

LEARNING TO USE THESE TEMPLATES EFFECTIVELY WILL SAVE TIME AND REDUCE ERRORS. FOR INSTANCE, THE {{cITE BOOK}}',
{{carmejournaL}}, anp {{ciTe wEB}}' TEMPLATES ARE COMMONLY USED. PROPERLY FILLING OUT ALL THE REQUIRED FIELDS
WITHIN THESE TEMPLATES ENSURES THAT THE GENERATED CITATION IS COMPREHENSIVE AND ACCURATE, ADHERING TO THE
PRINCIPLES OF THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE STYLE.

THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, WHEN APPLIED TO W IKIPEDIA ENTRIES, DEMANDS METICULOUS ATTENTION TO
DETAIL AND A COMMITMENT TO CLEAR, VERIFIABLE SOURCING. BY UNDERSTANDING THE MECHANICS OF IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND
BIBLIOGRAPHY CONSTRUCTION, AND BY LEVERAGING THE AVAILABLE TOOLS, CONTRIBUTORS CAN CREATE WELL-REFERENCED
ARTICLES THAT UPHOLD THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND READER ACCESSIBILITY. THE CONSISTENT
APPLICATION OF THESE PRINCIPLES ENSURES THAT THE INFORMATION PRESENTED IN W/ IKIPEDIA IS TRUSTWORTHY AND EASILY
TRACEABLE TO ITS ORIGINAL SOURCES, FOSTERING A MORE INFORMED AND KNOWLEDGEABLE ONLINE ENVIRONMENT.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHICAGO STYLE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY
AND AUTHOR-DATE FOR W IKIPEDIA?

A: THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY STYLE USES FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES FOR CITATIONS, WITH A FULL BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END.
THE AUTHOR-DATE STYLE USES BRIEF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS IN THE TEXT (AUTHOR YEAR) AND A MORE DETAILED
BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END, ALPHABETICALLY ORGANIZED. For \X/IKIPEDIA, AUTHOR-DATE IS OFTEN PREFERRED FOR ITS
CONCISENESS IN THE ARTICLE BODY.

Q: How po | CITE A SOURCE WITH NO AUTHOR IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE FOR
Y IKIPEDIA?

A: IF A SOURCE HAS NO AUTHOR, YOU TYPICALLY USE THE FIRST FEW WORDS OF THE TITLE IN YOUR IN-TEXT CITATION. FOR
EXAMPLE, IF THE TITLE IS “THE HISTORY OF CHICAGO,” YOUR IN-TEXT CITATION MIGHT BE (“HisTorY oF CHicaGo” 2023).
IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, THE ENTRY BEGINS WITH THE TITLE OF THE WORK.



Q: WHAT IS THE CORRECT FORMAT FOR CITING A WEBSITE WITH NO PUBLICATION DATE
IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE FOR W/ IKIPEDIAP

A: FOR A WEBSITE WITH NO PUBLICATION DATE, YOU CAN USE “N.D.” (NO DATE) IN PLACE OF THE YEAR IN YOUR IN-TEXT
CITATION, LIKE (AUTHOR LAST NAME N.D.). IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, YOU WOULD ALSO USE “N.D.” AND SHOULD INCLUDE THE
ACCESS DATE.

Q: How DO | HANDLE MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR IN THE SAME YEAR IN A
CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE W/ IKIPEDIA ENTRY?

A: WHEN CITING MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR, YOU DIFFERENTIATE THEM BY ADDING
LOWERCASE LETTERS TO THE YEAR IN BOTH THE IN-TEXT CITATION AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY. FOR EXAMPLE: (SMITH
2023A), (SMITH 20238).

Q: SHouLp | Use WIKIPEDIA'S CITATION TEMPLATES OR MANUALLY FORMAT CHICAGO
STYLE CITATIONS?

A: |T IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO USE WIKIPEDIA'S BUILT-IN CITATION TEMPLATES. THESE TEMPLATES ARE DESIGNED TO
PRODUCE CITATIONS IN A CONSISTENT, STANDARDIZED FORMAT THAT ADHERES TO ESTABLISHED STYLE GUIDES LIKE CHICAGO,
AND THEY AUTOMATE COMPLEX FORMATTING, REDUCING ERRORS.

Q: How po | CITE A DIRECT QUOTE USING CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE FOR
Y IKIPEDIA?

A: FOR A DIRECT QUOTE, YOU INCLUDE THE AUTHOR, YEAR, AND PAGE NUMBER IN THE PARENTHETICAL CITATION: (SMITH
2020/ ]5) THE PAGE NUMBER IS ESSENTIAL FOR DIRECT QUOTES TO PINPOINT THE EXACT LOCATION OF THE MATERIAL.

Q: WHAT I1s “eT AL.” IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS?

A: "ET AL.” 1S LATIN FOR “AND OTHERS.” IN CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE, IT'S USED IN IN-TEXT CITATIONS WHEN A WORK
HAS FOUR OR MORE AUTHORS. YOU LIST THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR, LIKE
(JoHnsoN ET AL. 2018).

Q: WHERE SHOULD THE BIBLIOGRAPHY BE PLACED IN A \WIKIPEDIA ARTICLE?

A: THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, OR REFERENCES SECTION, SHOULD BE PLACED AT THE VERY END OF THE W/IKIPEDIA ARTICLE, TYPICALLY
UNDER A HEADING SUCH AS “REFERENCES” or “Works CiTep.”
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