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Chicago Style Author Date for Video Recording: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style author date for video recording presents a unique challenge for
academic and professional writers who adhere to the Chicago Manual of Style. While
familiar for print sources, adapting the author-date system to non-traditional media like
video requires careful attention to detail and a clear understanding of the core principles of
citation. This guide will meticulously break down the requirements for citing video
recordings, from identifying the essential elements of a citation to formatting them
correctly for both in-text citations and the reference list. We will explore common scenarios,
including documentaries, lectures, online videos, and films, ensuring you can confidently
and accurately represent these sources in your work. Mastering this aspect of Chicago style
is crucial for maintaining academic integrity and providing readers with the necessary
information to locate your sources.
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Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago
Style Author-Date for Video

The Chicago Manual of Style's author-date system is built on the premise of providing
concise in-text citations that directly correspond to a more detailed entry in a reference list.
For video recordings, this means identifying the most relevant "author" or responsible
party, the year of publication or release, and sufficient information to pinpoint the specific
work. Unlike books or articles with clear page numbers, video citation often relies on other
markers like timestamps or specific episode/segment titles to direct readers to the precise
moment of content being referenced.

The primary goal is clarity and traceability. When a reader encounters an in-text citation,
they should be able to immediately locate the corresponding full bibliographic entry and,
ideally, the specific part of the video that the citation refers to. This requires a systematic
approach to gathering information from the video itself and understanding how to translate
that information into the standardized format of Chicago style.



Essential Elements for Citing Video Recordings

Successfully citing a video recording in Chicago style author-date hinges on identifying and
accurately presenting several key pieces of information. These elements form the backbone
of both your in-text citations and your full reference list entries, ensuring that your readers
can easily understand and locate your sources.

Identifying the Author or Creator

Determining the "author" for a video recording can be more complex than for a traditional
text. The Chicago Manual of Style typically prioritizes the individual or entity with the most
creative control or responsibility for the work's content. This could be:

e The director of a film or documentary.
e The producer of a lecture or presentation.
e The organization responsible for a corporate video or instructional material.

e The individual who uploaded the video to a platform like YouTube, if they are acting as
the primary disseminator and content creator.

If no single individual or entity stands out, the title of the work can sometimes serve as the
primary entry point, though this is less common in the author-date system.

Year of Publication or Release

The year is a crucial component of the author-date system. For video recordings, this
usually refers to the year the specific version of the video was released or published. This
could be the original theatrical release date for a film, the year a lecture was recorded, or
the year a video was uploaded to an online platform. Distinguishing between original
release dates and re-release dates is important for accuracy, especially when citing older
media.

Title of the Video Recording

The full and accurate title of the video recording is essential for identification. For films and
documentaries, this is straightforward. For lectures, webinars, or online videos, it might be
the title of the presentation, the episode title, or a descriptive title given by the uploader. If
the video is part of a larger series, including the series title and episode/segment title can
be beneficial for clarity.



Distributor or Publisher Information

Similar to print sources, identifying the entity responsible for distributing or publishing the
video is important. This could be a film studio, a television network, an educational
institution, or the platform hosting the video (e.g., YouTube, Vimeo). This information helps
readers understand the origin and context of the recording.

Access Information and Date

For online video recordings, providing access information is critical. This includes the URL
where the video can be found. Importantly, it also includes the date you accessed the
video. This is because online content can be updated or removed, and the access date
indicates when you viewed the specific version you are citing.

Timestamps for Specific Content

When you are referencing a particular segment, quote, or idea within a video recording,
including a timestamp is highly recommended. This allows your reader to quickly navigate
to the exact point in the video you are discussing, greatly enhancing the usability of your
citation.

In-Text Citations for Video Recordings

In the author-date system, in-text citations are designed to be brief and point directly to the
full reference list entry. For video recordings, this typically involves the author's last name
and the year of publication, followed by a timestamp if necessary.

Basic In-Text Citation Structure

The standard format for an in-text citation in Chicago author-date style is (Author Last
Name Year). For instance, if you are referencing a documentary by Jane Doe released in
2022, an in-text citation might look like (Doe 2022). This format is maintained even for
video recordings, adapting the elements as identified in the previous section.

Including Timestamps

When referring to specific content within a video, such as a direct quote or a pivotal
moment, it is crucial to include a timestamp. This practice significantly improves the
precision of your citation. The timestamp typically follows the year, separated by a colon
and space, or simply by a comma and space, depending on the specific edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style you are following. A common format is (Author Last Name Year,
00:15:30). For example, if Jane Doe's 2022 documentary discusses a key concept at the 15-
minute and 30-second mark, your citation would be (Doe 2022, 00:15:30).



Citing Online Videos with Creator/Uploader as Author

For videos found on platforms like YouTube, the uploader or the creator credited on the
platform often serves as the author. If the uploader's name is readily available and acts as
the primary identifier, use their name. For example, a video uploaded by "TechReviewsGuy"
in 2023 might be cited as (TechReviewsGuy 2023). However, if a more prominent creator is
credited within the video itself (e.g., a director or host), prioritize that name.

Citing Videos Without a Clear Author

In instances where a distinct author or creator is not apparent, the title of the video
recording (or a shortened version of it) can be used in place of the author's name. The year
of publication still follows. For example, if a corporate training video is simply titled
"Onboarding Procedures," and its release year is 2021, the in-text citation might be
("Onboarding Procedures" 2021). It is generally advisable to consult the specific guidelines
of your institution or publication if you encounter such ambiguity.

Reference List Entries for Video Recordings

The reference list provides the full bibliographic details for all sources cited in the text. For
video recordings, this requires a structured approach to ensure all necessary components
are present and correctly formatted according to Chicago author-date style.

Structure of a Full Reference Entry

A typical reference list entry for a video recording in Chicago author-date style follows this
general format: Author Last Name, First Name, or Organization Name. Year. Title of Video
Recording. Type of recording (e.qg., Film, Documentary, Lecture, Webinar). Distributor or
Publisher. If applicable, access information (URL and access date).

Formatting Films and Documentaries

For films and documentaries, the director is often treated as the author. The year refers to
the original release year. The type of recording is typically "Film" or "Documentary."

e Director Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Film. Directed by First Name Last Name.
Type of recording. Distributor.

Example: Nolan, Christopher. 2010. Inception. Film. Warner Bros. Pictures.

Formatting Lectures and Presentations

Lectures, talks, and presentations are often cited by the speaker or presenter as the author.



The year is the year of the recording or presentation. You should also include the context,
such as the event or institution where it was presented.

e Speaker Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Lecture." Type of recording. Presented
at Event Name or Institution Name, Location, Date of Presentation. If online,
Distributor/Platform.

Example: Smith, John. 2023. "The Future of Al in Education." Lecture. University of Chicago,
Chicago, IL, October 26, 2023. YouTube.

Formatting Online Videos (e.g., YouTube, Vimeo)

For videos on platforms like YouTube, the uploader or credited creator is often the author.
The year is the year of upload. It is crucial to include the URL and the date you accessed
the video.

e Creator Last Name, First Name, or Uploader Name. Year. "Title of Video." Type of
recording. Platform Name. Month Day, Year accessed. URL.

Example: National Geographic. 2021. "Amazing Animals: The Arctic Fox." Documentary.
YouTube. October 27, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxXXxXXXX.

Handling Corporate or Institutional Videos

When citing videos produced by organizations or institutions, the organization itself
typically serves as the author. The year and title are important, along with the distributor or
publisher if different from the author.

e Organization Name. Year. Title of Video. Type of recording. Distributor/Publisher.

Example: World Health Organization. 2022. Understanding Global Pandemics. Informational
Video. WHO.

Specific Examples and Scenarios

Applying Chicago style author-date to video recordings involves adapting to various formats
and contexts. Here are some specific examples to illustrate how to handle common
scenarios effectively.

Example 1: A Feature Film

Suppose you are citing the film "Parasite."



e In-Text Citation: (Bong 2019)

» Reference List Entry: Bong, Joon Ho. 2019. Parasite. Film. CJ Entertainment.

Here, Bong Joon Ho is the director, and 2019 is the year of its initial release.

Example 2: An Online Lecture on YouTube

Consider a lecture by Professor Eleanor Vance posted on YouTube.

¢ In-Text Citation: (Vance 2023, 00:45:10)

e Reference List Entry: Vance, Eleanor. 2023. "The Evolution of Renaissance Art."
Lecture. YouTube. May 10, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyyyyyyy.

In this case, Vance is the speaker, 2023 is the upload year, and the timestamp indicates a
specific point of reference.

Example 3: A Documentary from a Streaming Service

For a documentary available on a service like Netflix, the director is usually the author.

¢ In-Text Citation: (Davis 2020)

* Reference List Entry: Davis, Michael. 2020. The Last Frontier. Documentary. Netflix.

The year of release is crucial, and Netflix is the distributor/platform.

Example 4: A TED Talk

TED Talks are well-documented and usually have a clear speaker and year.

e In-Text Citation: (Brown 2015)
* Reference List Entry: Brown, Brené. 2015. "The Power of Vulnerability." TED Talk.

TED Conferences.
https://www.ted.com/talks/bren_e_brown_the_power_of vulnerability.

The specific URL is often included for TED Talks due to their accessibility.



Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

While the principles of Chicago style author-date are consistent, applying them to video
recordings can present unique challenges. Being aware of common errors can help you
avoid them and ensure the accuracy and professionalism of your citations.

Inconsistent Identification of the Author

One of the most frequent issues is inconsistently identifying the "author" of a video. Always
try to determine who holds the primary creative or intellectual responsibility for the work. If
it's a film, it's typically the director. For online content, it might be the creator or the most
prominent individual associated with the content, not necessarily just the person who
uploaded it. Stick to the same identified author for both in-text citations and the reference
list.

Incorrect Year of Publication

Ensuring you use the correct year is vital. For films, this is usually the original release year.
For online videos, it's the year of upload or publication on the platform. Avoid using the
year you accessed the video as the publication year in the reference list entry; the access
date is for reference list entries of online resources only.

Missing or Inaccurate Access Information for Online
Videos

For any video accessed online, failing to provide the URL and the access date is a
significant omission. Online content is ephemeral, and these details are essential for your
readers to locate the source. Always double-check that the URL is active and that the
access date accurately reflects when you viewed the content.

Over-reliance on Timestamps vs. General References

While timestamps are excellent for direct quotes or specific moments, not every reference
requires one. If you are discussing a general theme or concept presented throughout a
video, a timestamp might not be necessary or even appropriate. Use your judgment to
determine when a timestamp genuinely aids the reader in locating the information.

Formatting Ambiguities

The Chicago Manual of Style is comprehensive, but specific nuances can arise with newer
media formats. When in doubt, consult the latest edition of the manual or your instructor's
or editor's specific guidelines. Consistency in formatting, even if you deviate slightly from a
strict interpretation, is often preferred over inconsistent application.



Failure to Differentiate Between Source Types

Treating all video recordings the same can lead to errors. A feature film citation will differ
from a lecture or a short webisode. Ensure you are using the appropriate format for the
specific type of video recording you are citing, paying attention to elements like the
director vs. speaker, studio vs. platform, and release year vs. upload year.

Misinterpreting "Publisher" for Online Videos

For online videos, the "publisher" is often the platform itself (e.g., YouTube, Vimeo). If a
distinct production company or distributor is also clearly credited, include that as well, but
the platform is generally the primary access point.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a
video and a book in Chicago style author-date?

A: The primary difference lies in identifying the "author" and the method of pinpointing
specific content. For books, it's usually a human author and page numbers. For videos, it
can be a director, creator, or organization, and timestamps are often used to locate specific
information instead of page numbers.

Q: When should | include a timestamp in my Chicago
style author-date in-text citation for a video recording?

A: You should include a timestamp when you are referencing a direct quote, a specific
event, a particular scene, or any other distinct piece of information within the video that
can be precisely located. It significantly aids the reader in finding the exact content you are
referring to.

Q: How do | determine the "author" for a YouTube video
in Chicago style?

A: For a YouTube video, the author is typically the individual or entity credited as the
creator or uploader. If a more prominent individual (like a director or host) is clearly
identified and responsible for the content, that person might be considered the author.
Consistency is key, so choose one and stick with it.

Q: What year should | use for a video recording in
Chicago style author-date?

A: The year used should be the year of publication or release of the specific version of the



video you are citing. For films, this is usually the original release year. For online videos, it's
the year the video was uploaded or published on the platform.

Q: Is it always necessary to include the URL and access
date for online video recordings in the reference list?

A: Yes, for online video recordings, it is essential to include both the URL and the date you
accessed the video. This is because online content can change or be removed, and these
details allow your readers to locate the exact version you consulted.

Q: How do | cite a video recording if there is no clear
author or creator credited?

A: If no clear author or creator is apparent, the title of the video recording (or a shortened
version of it) is used in place of the author's name in both the in-text citation and the
reference list entry. The year of publication follows the title.

Q: Can | cite a series of videos from the same creator as
one entry in my Chicago style reference list?

A: Generally, each distinct video recording should have its own separate entry in the
reference list, even if they are from the same creator or series. This ensures clarity and
allows for specific citations of individual works.

Q: What is the difference in formatting between a film
and a documentary in Chicago style author-date?

A: The fundamental formatting is very similar. Both typically treat the director as the author
and use the release year. The main distinction is in the descriptor used for the type of
recording, which would be "Film" for a feature film and "Documentary" for a documentary.
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