
chicago style author date for
television program
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) author-date citation system provides a
clear and consistent method for citing sources, and its application to
television programs requires careful consideration of specific details.
Understanding the nuances of citing television as a source is crucial for
academic integrity and proper attribution in various writing contexts, from
essays to dissertations. This article will delve into the intricacies of
using the Chicago style author-date system for television programs, covering
everything from identifying the core components of a citation to handling
specific scenarios like documentaries, individual episodes, and series. We
will explore the rationale behind these citation choices and provide
practical guidance to ensure your references are accurate and compliant with
CMOS guidelines, making your research and writing process smoother and more
credible.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: notes-
bibliography and author-date. The author-date system, which is the focus
here, relies on brief parenthetical citations within the text and a
corresponding reference list at the end of the work. This system prioritizes
directness and ease of retrieval for the reader, allowing them to quickly
locate the source being referenced. The parenthetical note typically includes
the author's last name and the year of publication, followed by page numbers
if applicable. For television programs, the concept of "author" and "year"
can be interpreted in several ways, necessitating a nuanced approach.

The fundamental principle of the author-date system is to provide enough
information in the in-text citation for the reader to find the full
bibliographic entry in the reference list. This reference list, formatted
according to CMOS guidelines, contains all the necessary details to identify
and locate the cited source. When dealing with a medium like television,
which is often collaborative and has varying release structures, adapting the



standard author-date format requires careful attention to the specific
elements that best represent the source.

Citing Television Programs: Core Components

When citing a television program using the Chicago style author-date system,
several key pieces of information are essential. These components help to
uniquely identify the program and its specific content. The "author" in this
context can often be the producer, director, or the network responsible for
the program, depending on what is most salient for your research. The "year"
typically refers to the year of original broadcast or release.

Identifying the "Author" for Television
Determining the "author" for a television program can be more complex than
for a book or article. In the author-date system, the author is generally the
person or entity primarily responsible for the creation or dissemination of
the work. For television, this can be:

The producer or production company, especially for fictional series.

The director, if their directorial vision is paramount and consistently
credited.

The network or streaming service, particularly if the program is an in-
house production or if the network is considered the primary brand
associated with it.

The creator of the series, if that individual is consistently recognized
as the driving force behind the program's concept and development.

The choice of "author" should be consistent throughout your reference list
and should align with the emphasis of your argument. If you are analyzing a
director's stylistic choices, citing the director as the author might be most
appropriate. Conversely, if your focus is on the network's programming
strategy, citing the network could be more suitable.

Determining the "Year" of Publication/Broadcast
The "year" in an author-date citation refers to the year of original
publication or release. For television programs, this generally means the
year of the program's first broadcast or its initial availability on a
streaming platform. If you are citing a specific season or episode that aired
in a different year than the series' premiere, you should use the year
associated with that particular broadcast or season. For older programs, the



year of broadcast is typically used. For contemporary streaming content, the
year of its initial release on the platform is the relevant date.

Title of the Television Program
The title of the television program should be presented in italics in both
the in-text citation (though not directly in the parenthetical citation
itself) and the reference list. For series, the full series title is used. If
citing a specific episode, the episode title is also included, usually
following the series title. Ensuring accurate titles and correct
italicization is vital for clear identification.

Other Essential Information
Beyond the author and year, the reference list entry for a television program
may include other crucial details. These can include the network or streaming
service where the program was aired, the names of key cast members or the
director for specific episodes, and the date of access if citing a program
that is no longer readily available or if you are accessing it through a
specific, potentially temporary, online source. For documentary programs, the
distributor or production company is also important.

Citing Entire Television Series

When your research engages with an entire television series, the citation in
the author-date system needs to reflect this comprehensive approach. The goal
is to attribute the series as a whole to its primary creators or
disseminators and indicate the timeframe over which it was produced or
broadcast. This allows readers to understand that your references are to the
overarching work rather than a single episode or installment.

The reference list entry for a full series typically begins with the credited
producer, production company, or network as the "author." The year would then
be the year of the series' premiere. The title of the series, italicized,
follows. It is also good practice to include the network or streaming service
and the range of years the series aired. For instance, if you are referencing
the entirety of "The Sopranos," you would cite HBO as the network and
indicate the broadcast years. This provides a clear anchor for your textual
references to the series as a whole.

Citing Individual Television Episodes

Citing specific episodes of a television program is common when analyzing



particular scenes, dialogue, or thematic elements within a single
installment. The Chicago style author-date system requires a more detailed
reference for individual episodes to distinguish them from the series as a
whole and to pinpoint the exact content being referenced. This ensures
accuracy and allows readers to find the precise segment of the program you
are discussing.

Structure of an Episode Citation
A typical citation for an individual episode in the author-date system
includes the producer, director, or creator as the author, the year of the
episode's broadcast, the title of the episode (often in quotation marks), and
the title of the series (in italics). Following this, you would include the
network or streaming service, and potentially the episode number or season
number for further clarification. The in-text citation would then consist of
the author's last name and the year of broadcast.

For example, if you are citing a specific episode of "Breaking Bad," you
might cite the creators as the authors and the year that particular episode
first aired. The reference list entry would then detail the episode title,
the series title, and the network (AMC). This level of detail is crucial for
academic rigor, as it directs the reader to the exact content you are
analyzing and prevents confusion with other episodes or the series in
general.

Documentaries and Non-Fiction Television

Documentaries and other non-fiction television programs often have a
different attribution structure than fictional series. The "author" is
frequently the director or the production company responsible for creating
the documentary. The year of release or broadcast is also essential, as is
the distributor or network that aired it. When citing a documentary, it is
important to capture the essence of its creation and dissemination to ensure
proper credit and allow for accurate retrieval.

For documentaries, the director is often considered the primary author,
especially if their unique perspective and storytelling are central to the
work. The title of the documentary, in italics, would follow the author and
year. Details such as the production company and the network or platform
where it was released are also important inclusions in the reference list.
For instance, if you are referencing a documentary produced by a specific
film studio and released on a major streaming service, both pieces of
information should be present in your citation.



Handling Special Cases and Variations

The dynamic nature of television production and distribution can lead to
various scenarios that require careful consideration when applying the
Chicago style author-date system. These might include programs with multiple
credited directors or producers, or content that is distributed across
different platforms and at different times. Adapting the standard guidelines
ensures that your citations remain accurate and informative, regardless of
these complexities.

Programs with Multiple Authors
In cases where a television program has multiple credited directors or
producers, CMOS suggests choosing the most prominent or the first-named
individual as the author for in-text citations. In the reference list, you
would list all credited individuals, separated by commas, or, if there are
many, you might opt to list the production company as the author. The key is
consistency in your approach throughout the document. This ensures that the
reader is aware of the collaborative nature of the production while still
providing a clear point of reference.

Live Broadcasts and Special Events
Citing live broadcasts or special events, such as award ceremonies or
significant news coverage, presents its own set of challenges. The "author"
might be the broadcasting network, and the "year" would be the year of the
live event. The title of the broadcast or event should be italicized. If you
are referencing specific moments, it might be helpful to include the date and
approximate time of the broadcast in your reference list entry for greater
precision. For archival footage, the archive itself might be considered a
source.

Archived Television Content
When citing television programs that are accessed through archival sources or
databases, it is crucial to include information about the archive. The
"author" could be the original creator or network, but the reference list
entry should also clearly state the name of the archive where the material
was accessed, along with the date of access. This is particularly important
for older or less commonly available programs, as it helps the reader
understand how you obtained the source material and where they might be able
to find it themselves.



The Importance of Consistency in Citations

The overarching principle in any citation style, including Chicago style
author-date, is consistency. Whichever method you adopt for attributing
authorship and providing dates for television programs, it must be applied
uniformly throughout your entire paper. Inconsistency can confuse readers and
undermine the credibility of your work. Whether you choose to prioritize the
director, producer, or network as the "author," stick to that decision for
all your television citations.

Ensuring that your in-text citations directly correspond to the entries in
your reference list is paramount. A well-structured reference list,
meticulously formatted according to CMOS guidelines, is the backbone of
effective academic writing. By paying close attention to the specific
requirements for citing television programs, you contribute to the clarity,
precision, and scholarly integrity of your research, making your work
accessible and verifiable for your audience.

The application of Chicago style author-date for television programs, while
requiring attention to detail, is a manageable process. By understanding the
core components of citation, carefully identifying the "author" and "year,"
and meticulously formatting your references, you can effectively integrate
television as a source in your academic work. Adhering to consistency and
clarity will ensure your research is both credible and easily navigable for
your readers.

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
style notes-bibliography and author-date for citing
television programs?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text
and compiled at the end. In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes or
endnotes are used for citations, with a full bibliography at the end. The
author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations (author, year) in the
text, with a corresponding reference list at the end that provides full
source details. For television programs, this means the in-text citation will
be simplified in author-date, directing the reader to the reference list for
the complete information.

Q: How do I determine the "author" for a television
program in Chicago style author-date?
A: The "author" for a television program can vary depending on what aspect of
the program is most relevant to your research. It can be the producer,
production company, director, creator, or even the network or streaming
service. For fictional series, the creator or producer is often chosen. For



documentaries, the director is commonly used. The key is to be consistent
with your choice throughout your work.

Q: Should I use the year of the series premiere or
the specific episode's broadcast year when citing a
television episode?
A: When citing a specific episode, you should use the year that particular
episode originally aired or was released. If you are citing the series as a
whole, the year of the series premiere is appropriate. Using the specific
episode's broadcast year is crucial for accurately pinpointing the source
material you are referencing.

Q: How do I cite a documentary television program in
Chicago style author-date?
A: For documentaries, the director is often considered the author. The
citation would include the director's last name, the year of release or
broadcast, the italicized title of the documentary, and the production
company or distributor. The in-text citation would follow the standard
(Author Year) format.

Q: What if I am citing a television program that is
no longer easily accessible or has been removed from
a streaming service?
A: If you are citing archived or no longer easily accessible content, it is
essential to include the date of access in your reference list entry. You
should also mention the source where you accessed the material, such as a
specific archive or database. This helps readers understand how you
encountered the source and if it might still be retrievable.

Q: Is it acceptable to use the network as the author
for a television program?
A: Yes, it can be acceptable to use the network or streaming service as the
author, especially if the network is strongly associated with the program's
identity or if you are analyzing the network's programming choices. However,
you must be consistent in using the network as the author for all television
citations in your work.



Q: How do I format the title of a television program
in the reference list?
A: Television series titles should be italicized in the reference list. If
you are citing a specific episode, the episode title is typically placed in
quotation marks following the italicized series title. For example: Series
Title, episode title (Year).
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