chicago style author date for
newspaper article online

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. When focusing on the
latter, specifically for citing a newspaper article found online,
understanding the nuances of the chicago style author date for newspaper
article online is crucial for academic and professional writing. This article
delves deeply into the correct formatting for in-text citations and the
corresponding reference list entries. We will explore the essential
components of each citation, including author, publication date, article
title, newspaper name, and the crucial details for online access, such as
URLs. Mastering these guidelines ensures clarity, credibility, and adherence
to academic standards for any research involving contemporary media.
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Understanding Chicago Style Author-Date
Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) author-date system is a widely adopted
method for academic and professional citation. It prioritizes a concise in-
text citation that directs the reader to a full bibliographic entry at the
end of the work. This system is particularly useful for disciplines that
frequently reference contemporary sources, such as journalism, social
sciences, and some humanities fields. Unlike the notes-bibliography system,
which uses footnotes or endnotes, the author-date system relies on
parenthetical references directly within the text, followed by a
comprehensive list of all cited sources.

The core principle of the author-date system is to provide enough information
in the in-text citation for a reader to quickly locate the full source
details in the reference list. This typically involves the author's last name
and the year of publication, though the specific format can vary depending on
the number of authors and the availability of information. For online
newspaper articles, the method for constructing these citations requires
careful attention to detail to ensure accuracy and completeness.



Essential Components for Newspaper Articles
Online

Citing a newspaper article that originates online requires identifying
several key pieces of information. These elements are critical for both the
in-text citation and the full reference list entry, allowing readers to
accurately trace the source. Missing any of these components can lead to
ambiguity and hinder the reader's ability to verify the information.

Author or Authoring Body

The primary identifier for any citation is the author. For newspaper
articles, this is typically an individual journalist. If an article is
published without a byline, the authoring body, which is usually the
newspaper itself, should be used instead. When citing an organization as the
author, use the organization's full name. It is important to be consistent in
how you record author names throughout your work.

Publication Date

The date of publication is a critical piece of information, especially for
timely news articles. For online newspaper articles, this is the date the
article was originally published or last updated online. This date is
essential for the author-date system as it forms a key part of the in-text
citation. Ensure you record the full date, including the month and day, if
available.

Article Title

The title of the article provides specific context about the content being
referenced. It should be accurately transcribed as it appears in the
publication. For newspaper articles, the title is typically enclosed in
quotation marks in the reference list entry. This helps distinguish the
article title from the larger publication it belongs to.

Newspaper Name

The name of the newspaper is crucial for identifying the publication. When
citing a newspaper that is primarily a print publication but also has an
online presence, you should still treat it as a newspaper. The newspaper's
name in the reference list entry is usually italicized. For online-only
publications that function like newspapers, the same principle applies.



URL and Access Information

Since the article is accessed online, providing the Uniform Resource Locator
(URL) is vital for locating the specific article. The CMOS author-date system
generally requires the URL for online sources. In some cases, especially if
the source might be behind a paywall or prone to changing, including the date
of access can also be beneficial, though CMOS is moving away from requiring
it for stable online sources unless absolutely necessary.

In-Text Citations for Online Newspaper Articles

In the Chicago author-date system, in-text citations are concise
parenthetical references placed within the body of your text. These citations
immediately follow the information being referenced, typically at the end of
a sentence or clause. The primary goal is to provide the author's last name
and the year of publication, allowing readers to find the full citation in
the reference list.

Basic In-Text Citation Format

The standard format for an in-text citation in the author-date system for a
newspaper article is (Author Last Name Year). For instance, if you are
referencing an article by Jane Smith published in 2023, your in-text citation
would appear as (Smith 2023).

Citing an Article with No Author

When a newspaper article lacks a specific author's byline, you should use the
name of the newspaper as the authoring entity in your citation. For example,
if an article from The Chicago Tribune has no byline and was published in
2022, the in-text citation would be (Chicago Tribune 2022).

Citing an Article with Multiple Authors

For articles with two authors, list both last names connected by "and":
(Smith and Jones 2023). For three or more authors, list the first author's
last name followed by "et al.": (Miller et al. 2023).

Referencing Specific Parts of the Article

While the author-date system prioritizes conciseness, if you need to direct
the reader to a specific page or section, you can include it. However, for
online articles, page numbers are often unavailable. In such cases, a
paragraph number or a specific locator (like a timestamp for a video embedded



in the article) might be more appropriate if the source supports it, though
this is less common for standard newspaper articles.

Crafting the Reference List Entry

The reference list, located at the end of your paper, provides the full
bibliographic details for every source cited in the text. Each entry must be
complete and accurate, allowing readers to locate and consult the original
material. For online newspaper articles, the reference list entry requires a
specific structure that includes all the essential components identified
earlier.

Standard Format for Online Newspaper Articles

The general structure for an online newspaper article in the Chicago author-
date reference list is as follows:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Newspaper Name,
Month Day. URL.

Let's break down each element with an example.

Example Entry and Component Breakdown

Consider this example entry:

Davis, Michael. 2023. "New Study Reveals Impact of Climate Change on Great
Lakes." Chicago Sun-Times, October 26.
https://www.chicagosun.com/news/climate-change-study-great-lakes-20231026.

e Author: Davis, Michael. The author's last name comes first, followed by
their first name.

e Year: 2023. This is the year of publication.

e Article Title: "New Study Reveals Impact of Climate Change on Great
Lakes." The title is enclosed in quotation marks.

e Newspaper Name: Chicago Sun-Times. The name of the newspaper is
italicized.

e Publication Date: October 26. The full date, including month and day, is
provided.

e URL:
https://www.chicagosun.com/news/climate-change-study-great-lakes-2023102



6. This is the direct link to the article.

Handling Articles Without a Byline

If an article lacks an author, the newspaper name begins the entry, and the
year follows. The title then appears in quotation marks, followed by the
newspaper name (again, italicized), the date, and the URL.

Example:

2023. "City Council Approves New Zoning Laws." The Daily Chronicle, November
1. https://www.dailychronicle.com/news/zoning-laws-20231101.

When the Newspaper is Primarily Online

For publications that are exclusively online and function as newspapers, the
same citation format applies. The key is to identify the publication as a
newspaper or a news source functioning as one.

Handling Specific Scenarios

While the core principles of citing online newspaper articles in Chicago
author-date style are straightforward, certain situations may require
adjustments. These often involve variations in the information available or
the nature of the online source itself. Being prepared for these variations
ensures consistent and accurate citation practices.

Articles with Updated Information

If an online newspaper article has been significantly updated after its
initial publication, it is good practice to note this. You can indicate the
update date after the original publication date, or if the update replaces
the original content, the latest date might be more prominent. The CMOS
generally advises to use the most relevant date for the information you are
referencing.

Articles Accessed Through a Database

When an online newspaper article is accessed through a research database
(like LexisNexis or ProQuest), you typically still cite it as a newspaper
article. However, if the database provides a stable, persistent identifier
(like a document number or DOI), it can be included. If no such identifier is
available and the article might not be easily retrievable via a simple URL,
you may include the database name.



No Date Provided

If, in the rare case, an online newspaper article provides no publication
date whatsoever, you should use "n.d." (for no date) in place of the year in
both the in-text citation and the reference list entry. For example, the in-
text citation would be (Smith n.d.), and the reference list entry would be
Smith, Jane. n.d. "Article Title." Newspaper Name, Month Day. URL.

Shortened Newspaper Names

Some major newspapers are commonly referred to by shortened names (e.g.,
"NYT" for The New York Times). However, in formal citations, it is always
best to use the full, official name of the publication unless the newspaper
itself consistently uses a shortened form as its primary identifier.

Why Accurate Citation Matters

The meticulous application of citation guidelines, such as those for the
chicago style author date for newspaper article online, is not merely an
academic exercise; it is fundamental to academic integrity and the
credibility of your work. Proper citation acknowledges the intellectual
contributions of others, allowing your readers to verify your sources and
explore the subject matter further. It demonstrates a commitment to
transparency and scholarly rigor.

Furthermore, consistent and accurate citation builds trust with your
audience. When your sources are clearly and correctly identified, your
arguments are perceived as more authoritative and well-supported. This is
especially true when referencing contemporary sources like online newspaper
articles, which are dynamic and can change or disappear. Providing precise
URLs and publication details ensures that your readers can access the
information you relied upon, reinforcing the validity of your research.
Adhering to a style guide like CMOS instills a habit of carefulness that
extends beyond citation to all aspects of your writing.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the
Chicago author-date system and the notes-
bibliography system for newspaper articles online?

A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented. The author-
date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year) followed by a
reference list, while the notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or
endnotes for citations and a bibliography at the end. For online newspaper
articles, both systems require similar bibliographic information but present



it differently within the text.

Q: How do I cite an online newspaper article if
there is no author listed?

A: If an online newspaper article lacks a byline, you should use the name of
the newspaper as the authoring body in both your in-text citation and your
reference list entry. For example, in-text would be (New York Times 2023) and
in the reference list, it would begin with "New York Times."

Q: Should I include the URL for every online
newspaper article I cite in Chicago style author-

date?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style generally requires the URL for online
sources in the author-date system. This allows readers to easily access the
specific article you are referencing.

Q: What is the correct format for the publication
date in a Chicago author-date citation for an online
newspaper article?

A: The full publication date, including the month and day, should be used.
For example, if an article was published on March 15, 2023, the reference
list entry would include "March 15, 2023."

Q: How do I handle articles that have been updated
after their initial online publication?

A: If an online newspaper article has been updated, Chicago style suggests
using the most relevant date for the information you are citing. If the
update significantly changes the content, you might indicate the update date.
However, for most cases, the original publication date is sufficient unless
the update is critical to your point.

Q: What if I can't find a publication date for an
online newspaper article?

A: If an online newspaper article has no discernible publication date, you
should use "n.d." (meaning "no date") in place of the year in both your in-
text citation and your reference list entry.



Q: How do I cite multiple articles from the same
newspaper by the same author in the same year?

A: To distinguish between multiple articles by the same author from the same
newspaper in the same year, you would add lowercase letters after the year in
both the in-text citation and the reference list entry (e.g., Smith 2023a,
Smith 2023b). The reference list entries would then be alphabetized by the
article title.

Q: Do I need to italicize the newspaper name in the
reference list entry for online articles?

A: Yes, in Chicago style author-date, the name of the newspaper is italicized
in the reference list entry. For example: The Wall Street Journal.
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