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CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE FOR MULTIPLE AUTHORS: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR DATE FOR MULTIPLE AUTHORS PRESENTS A UNIQUE SET OF CHALLENGES AND REQUIREMENTS WITHIN
ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING. NAVIGATING THE INTRICACIES OF CITING MULTIPLE SOURCES, PARTICULARLY WHEN
DEALING WITH SEVERAL AUTHORS, DEMANDS PRECISION AND A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF
STYLE’S GUIDELINES. THIS GUIDE WILL DELVE DEEP INTO THE PRINCIPLES OF AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS FOR WORKS FEATURING
TWO, THREE, FOUR, OR EVEN MORE AUTHORS, OFFERING CLEAR EXPLANATIONS AND PRACTICAL EXAMPLES. WE WILL COVER THE
NUANCES OF IN-TEXT CITATIONS, THE CORRESPONDING BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES, AND ADDRESS COMMON VARIATIONS AND
POTENTIAL PITFALLS. MASTERING THESE RULES IS ESSENTIAL FOR ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND FOR PRESENTING YOUR RESEARCH IN
A CREDIBLE AND CONSISTENT MANNER, ENSURING YOUR READERS CAN EASILY TRACE YOUR SOURCES.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CHICAGO STYLE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM

THe CHicAGo MANUAL oF STYLE (CMOS) OFFERS TWO PRIMARY CITATION SYSTEMS: NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND AUTHOR-
DATE. THIS ARTICLE FOCUSES EXCLUSIVELY ON THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM, WHICH IS OFTEN PREFERRED IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES
AND SCIENCES. IN THIS SYSTEM, CITATIONS APPEAR DIRECTLY WITHIN THE TEXT, TYPICALLY IN PARENTHESES, AND CONSIST OF
THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME(S) AND THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. THIS METHOD PROVIDES IMMEDIATE CONTEXT FOR THE READER,
ALLOWING THEM TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY THE SOURCE OF INFORMATION WITHOUT NEEDING TO REFER TO FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES
FOR EVERY CITATION. THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM ALSO REQUIRES A CORRESPONDING BIBLIOGRAPHY AT THE END OF THE WORK,
LISTING ALL CITED SOURCES ALPHABETICALLY BY AUTHOR. THIS DUAL APPROACH ENSURES BOTH CONCISENESS IN THE TEXT AND
THOROUGHNESS IN THE REFERENCE LIST.

THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM IS TO PROVIDE ENOUGH INFORMATION IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION TO
UNIQUELY IDENTIFY THE SOURCE IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. FOR A SINGLE AUTHOR, THIS IS STRAIGHTFORW ARD: (AUTHOR LAsT
NAME YEAR). HO\X/EVER, WHEN MULTIPLE AUTHORS CONTRIBUTE TO A SINGLE WORK, THE RULES BECOME MORE DETAILED. THESE
RULES ARE DESIGNED TO BE EFFICIENT WITHOUT SACRIFICING CLARITY. ADHERING TO THESE GUIDELINES IS CRUCIAL FOR AVOIDING
PLAGIARISM AND FOR DEMONSTRATING DUE DILIGENCE IN YOUR RESEARCH. THE GOAL IS TO MAKE THE RESEARCH PROCESS
TRANSPARENT AND ACCESSIBLE FOR YOUR AUDIENCE, ALLOWING THEM TO VERIFY YOUR FINDINGS OR EXPLORE YOUR SOURCES
FURTHER.

CITING SoUrCESs WITH Two AUTHORS IN CHICAGO STYLE

\W/HEN A SOURCE IS AUTHORED BY TWO INDIVIDUALS, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE MANDATES THE INCLUSION OF BOTH
AUTHORS' LAST NAMES IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION. THESE NAMES ARE CONNECTED BY THE AMPERSAND () symeoL. For
EXAMPLE, IF A BOOK WAS WRITTEN BY JANE SMITH AND JOHN DOE AND PUBLISHED IN 2022, THE IN-TEXT CITATION WOULD
APPEAR AS (SMITH & Doe 2022). THIS FORMAT IS CONSISTENT WHETHER THE CITATION IS USED IN A NARRATIVE
CONSTRUCTION, SUCH AS “SMITH AND Dok (2022) ARGUE THAT...” OR IN A PARENTHETICAL CITATION AT THE END OF A
SENTENCE OR CLAUSE.

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR A WORK WITH TWO AUTHORS ALSO CLEARLY LISTS BOTH INDIVIDUALS. THEIR LAST NAMES ARE



PROVIDED, FOLLOWED BY THEIR FIRST INITIALS OR FULL FIRST NAMES, DEPENDING ON THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY. THE ORDER OF AUTHORS IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SHOULD PRECISELY MATCH THEIR ORDER ON THE TITLE PAGE OF
THE SOURCE. FOR THE EXAMPLE ABOVE, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY WOULD BEGIN WITH “SMITH, JANE, AND JOHN DoE.” THE
INCLUSION OF BOTH AUTHORS IS CRUCIAL FOR ACCURATELY REPRESENTING THE AUTHORSHIP AND FOR DISTINGUISHING THE
SOURCE FROM OTHER WORKS THAT MAY HAVE SIMILAR TITLES OR PUBLICATION YEARS BUT DIFFERENT AUTHORIAL TEAMS.

CITING SoURCES WITH THRee To FIvVE AUTHORS IN CHICAGO STYLE

THe CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE INTRODUCES A SPECIFIC CONVENTION FOR SOURCES AUTHORED BY THREE TO FIVE
INDIVIDUALS. INSTEAD OF LISTING ALL AUTHORS' NAMES IN EVERY IN-TEXT CITATION, THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR
AN ABBREVIATED FORMAT AFTER THE FIRST MENTION. FOR THE FIRST CITATION OF A WORK WITH THREE TO FIVE AUTHORS, ALL
AUTHORS' LAST NAMES SHOULD BE LISTED, CONNECTED BY COMMAS AND AMPERSANDS, AND FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR. FOR
INSTANCE, IF A PAPER IS CO-AUTHORED BY ALICE BRowN, Bos GREEN, AND CAROL W/HITE AND PUBLISHED IN 2023, THE FIRST
IN-TEXT CITATION WouLD 8 (BRowN, GreeN, § WHITE 2023).

FOLLOWING THIS INITIAL CITATION, ALL SUBSEQUENT IN-TEXT CITATIONS FOR THE SAME SOURCE SHOULD USE ONLY THE FIRST
AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR. SO, FOR THE BROWN, GREEN, AND \WHITE EXAMPLE, ANY
SUBSEQUENT REFERENCES WouULD BE (BrRowN ET AL. 2023). THE TERM “ET AL.” 1S A LATIN ABBREVIATION MEANING "~ AND
OTHERS.” THIS PRACTICE STREAMLINES IN-TEXT CITATIONS, ESPECIALLY WHEN A WORK WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS IS REFERENCED
FREQUENTLY, PREVENTING OVERLY LONG AND CUMBERSOME PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS. IT'S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT "“ET
AL.” SHOULD ALWAYS BE FOLLOWED BY A PERIOD, AS IT IS AN ABBREVIATION.

IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, HOWEVER, ALL AUTHORS’ NAMES FOR A SOURCE WITH THREE TO FIVE AUTHORS ARE LISTED. THE ORDER
REMAINS CONSISTENT WITH THE TITLE PAGE OF THE SOURCE. THEREFORE, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR THE BROWN, GREEN, AND
\W/HITE PUBLICATION WOULD FULLY LIST: BROWN, ALICE, Bog GREEN, AND CAROL W/HITE. THIS ENSURES THAT THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY PROVIDES COMPLETE ATTRIBUTION, WHILE THE IN-TEXT CITATIONS OFFER A MORE CONCISE REFERENCE POINT
WITHIN THE FLOW OF THE TEXT. THIS DISTINCTION BETWEEN IN-TEXT AND BIBLIOGRAPHY FORMATTING IS A KEY ASPECT OF THE
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM.

CITING SOURCES WITH SiX oR MoRe AUTHORS IN CHICAGO STYLE

\W/HEN A SOURCE HAS SIX OR MORE AUTHORS, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE'S AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM EMPLOYS A
SIMPLIFIED APPROACH FOR BOTH IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES. FOR ANY SOURCE WITH SIX OR MORE
AUTHORS, THE IN-TEXT CITATION SHOULD ALWAYS CONSIST OF THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND
THE YEAR OF PUBLICATION. FOR EXAMPLE, IF A LENGTHY REPORT IS AUTHORED BY DAVID LEE, MARIA GARCIA, KENJI TANAKA,
SopHiE DUBOIS, AHMED KHAN, AND ISABELLA ROSSI, AND PUBLISHED IN 2024, THE IN-TEXT CITATION WOULD ALWAYS BE (LeE
ET AL. 2024).

THIS RULE APPLIES FROM THE VERY FIRST CITATION OF THE SOURCE. T HERE IS NO NEED TO LIST ALL AUTHORS INITIALLY, AS IS
THE CASE FOR SOURCES WITH THREE TO FIVE AUTHORS. THE “ET AL.” CONVENTION IS USED CONSISTENTLY THROUGHOUT THE
DOCUMENT TO REFER TO THIS WORK. THIS SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCES THE LENGTH OF PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS, ENHANCING
READABILITY, ESPECIALLY IN WORKS THAT RELY HEAVILY ON SOURCES WITH NUMEROUS CONTRIBUTORS, SUCH AS
COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PAPERS OR EXTENSIVE EDITED VOLUMES WHERE MULTIPLE EDITORS ARE LISTED AS AUTHORS.

IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE'S AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM FOR SOURCES WITH SIX OR MORE AUTHORS
DICTATES THAT ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR'S NAME BE LISTED, FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THEN THE YEAR AND TITLE OF THE
WORK. THIS DIFFERS FROM THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM, WHERE ALL AUTHORS ARE TYPICALLY LISTED UNTIL A SPECIFIED
NUMBER IS REACHED. FOR THE EXAMPLE OF THE REPORT AUTHORED BY LEE, GARCIA, TANAKA, DuBols, KHAN, AND RosSsI, THE
BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY WOULD START WITH “LEE, DAVID, ET AL.” FOLLOWED BY THE PUBLICATION YEAR AND THE REST OF THE
BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION. THIS STREAMLINED APPROACH ENSURES CONSISTENCY AND EFFICIENCY IN REFERENCING
COLLABORATIVE WORKS.



V ARIATIONS AND SPecIAL CASES IN AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS

\WHILE THE CORE RULES FOR CITING MULTIPLE AUTHORS ARE CLEAR, CERTAIN VARIATIONS AND SPECIAL CASES MAY ARISE. ONE
COMMON SCENARIO INVOLVES MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR OR GROUP OF AUTHORS PUBLISHED IN THE SAME YEAR. IN
SUCH INSTANCES, LOWERCASE LETTERS ARE APPENDED TO THE YEAR TO DISTINGUISH THE SOURCES, BOTH IN THE IN-TEXT
CITATION AND IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. FOR EXAMPLE, IF SMITH AND DOE PUBLISHED TWO BOOKS IN 2022, THE CITATIONS
wouLD BE (SMITH § Doe 2022A) anp (SMITH § Doe 20228).

ANOTHER CONSIDERATION IS WHEN CITING MULTIPLE SOURCES WITHIN A SINGLE PARENTHETICAL CITATION. THE SOURCES
SHOULD BE SEPARATED BY SEMICOLONS, AND EACH CITATION SHOULD FOLLOW ITS RESPECTIVE RULES FOR MULTIPLE AUTHORS.
FOR INSTANCE, A CITATION REFERENCING WORKS BY A SINGLE AUTHOR, A PAIR OF AUTHORS, AND A GROUP OF THREE TO FIVE
AUTHORS MIGHT LOOK LIKE THIS: (ADAMS 2020; Baker § CHen 202 1; Davis, Evans, § FosTer 2023). THE ORDER
WITHIN THE PARENTHESIS IS GENERALLY CHRONOLOGICAL, BUT CONSISTENCY IS KEY.

\W ORKS WITH NO DISCERNIBLE AUTHOR, SUCH AS ANONYMOUS PUBLICATIONS OR GOVERNMENT REPORTS, ARE CITED BY THEIR
TITLE OR A SHORTENED VERSION OF THE TITLE. IF AN ORGANIZATION IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WORK, THE ORGANIZATION'S NAME
IS USED AS THE AUTHOR. FOR EXAMPLE, A REPORT FROM THE W ORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION MIGHT BE CITED AS (\W/ ORLD
HEALTH ORGANIZATION 202 1). WHEN A WORK HAS AN EDITOR OR COMPILER INSTEAD OF AN AUTHOR, THAT NAME IS USED IN
THE CITATION, FOLLOWED BY THE DESIGNATION “ED.” OR “COMP.” FOR A MULTI~AUTHOR WORK WITH AN EDITOR, THE CITATION
MIGHT Look LIKE (EDITOR LAST NAME, ED., 2019). THESE VARIATIONS HIGHLIGHT THE IMPORTANCE OF CAREFULLY EXAMINING
THE SOURCE AND APPLYING THE APPROPRIATE CITATION FORMAT.

CRAFTING THE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR MULTIPLE AUTHORS

THE BIBLIOGRAPHY SERVES AS THE COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF ALL SOURCES CITED WITHIN YOUR WORK AND IS ORGANIZED
ALPHABETICALLY BY THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME. FOR MULTIPLE AUTHORS, THE FORMATTING RULES APPLIED IN THE IN-TEXT
CITATIONS ARE EXPANDED UPON TO PROVIDE FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS. AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED, FOR WORKS WITH TWO
AUTHORS, BOTH NAMES ARE LISTED, SEPARATED BY “AND.” FOR WORKS WITH THREE TO FIVE AUTHORS, ALL NAMES ARE LISTED
IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. HO\X/EVER, FOR WORKS WITH SIX OR MORE AUTHORS, ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR'S NAME IS LISTED,
FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY.

THE STANDARD FORMAT FOR A BOOK ENTRY IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY , FOR EXAMPLE, INCLUDES THE AUTHOR(S), PUBLICATION
YEAR, TITLE OF THE BOOK (ITALICIZED), AND PUBLICATION INFORMATION (CITY AND PUBLISHER). FOR TWO AUTHORS, IT
wouLD BE: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, AND FIRST NAME LAST NAME. YEAR. Book TITLE. CITY: PUBLISHER. FOR THREE TO FIVE
AUTHORS: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, FIRST NAME LAST NAME, AND FIRST NAME LAST NAME. YEAR. Book TiTLE. CITY:
PUBLISHER. AND FOR SIX OR MORE AUTHORS: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, ET AL. YEAR. Book TITLE. CITY: PUBLISHER.
CONSISTENCY IN PUNCTUATION AND FORMATTING, SUCH AS THE USE OF PERIODS AND COMMAS, IS PARAMOUNT IN CREATING A
PROFESSIONAL AND ACCURATE BIBLIOGRAPHY THAT ADHERES STRICTLY TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE.

ENSURING THAT EVERY SOURCE MENTIONED IN THE TEXT IS PRESENT IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY, AND VICE VERSA, IS A CRITICAL
ASPECT OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY. DOUBLE-CHECKING AUTHOR NAMES, PUBLICATION DATES, AND TITLES AGAINST THE ORIGINAL
SOURCES WILL PREVENT ERRORS AND ENHANCE THE CREDIBILITY OF YOUR RESEARCH. THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IS NOT MERELY A LIST,
IT IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF YOUR RESEARCH NARRATIVE, GUIDING YOUR READERS TO THE FOUNDATIONAL MATERIALS YOU HAVE
ENGAGED WITH. THEREFORE, METICULOUS ATTENTION TO DETAIL IN ITS CONSTRUCTION IS INDISPENSABLE FOR EFFECTIVE
ACADEMIC COMMUNICATION.

FAQ



QI \WHAT IS THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY AND
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEMS IN CHICAGO STYLE WHEN CITING MULTIPLE AUTHORS?

A: THE PRIMARY DIFFERENCE LIES IN THE PLACEMENT AND FORMAT OF THE CITATION. IN THE NOTES-BIBLIOGRAPHY SYSTEM,
CITATIONS APPEAR AS FOOTNOTES OR ENDNOTES, WHICH INCLUDE MORE DETAILED BIBLIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION. IN THE AUTHOR-
DATE SYSTEM, CITATIONS ARE BRIEF PARENTHETICAL REFERENCES WITHIN THE TEXT, CONSISTING OF THE AUTHOR'S LAST
NAME(S) AND PUBLICATION YEAR, WITH FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS PROVIDED IN A SEPARATE BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Q: How po | CITE A SOURCE WITH THREE AUTHORS IN THE TEXT USING THE CHICAGO
AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM?

A: FOR THE FIRST IN-TEXT CITATION OF A SOURCE WITH THREE AUTHORS, YOU MUST LIST ALL AUTHORS' LAST NAMES,
CONNECTED BY COMMAS AND AN AMPERSAND, FOLLOWED BY THE YEAR. FOR EXAMPLE: (SMITH, JoNEs, § WiLLiams 2021).
SUBSEQUENT CITATIONS FOR THE SAME SOURCE USE THE FIRST AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOLLOWED BY “ET AL.” AND THE YEAR:
(SMITHET AL. 2021).

Q: WHEN DO | SWITCH TO USING “ET AL.” FOR MULTIPLE AUTHORS IN CHICAGO STYLE
AUTHOR-DATE CITATIONS?

A: YOU SWITCH TO USING “ET AL.” AFTER THE FIRST MENTION OF A SOURCE WITH THREE TO FIVE AUTHORS FOR ALL
SUBSEQUENT IN-TEXT CITATIONS. FOR SOURCES WITH SIX OR MORE AUTHORS, YOU USE “ET AL.” FROM THE VERY FIRST IN-
TEXT CITATION.

Q: DOES THE BIBLIOGRAPHY FORMAT CHANGE FOR MULTIPLE AUTHORS IN CHICAGO
STYLE AUTHOR-DATE?

A: YES, THE BIBLIOGRAPHY FORMAT CHANGES BASED ON THE NUMBER OF AUTHORS. FOR TwoO AUTHORS, BOTH ARE LISTED. For
THREE TO FIVE AUTHORS, ALL ARE LISTED. For six OrR MORE AUTHORS, ONLY THE FIRST AUTHOR IS LISTED, FOLLOWED BY “eT

"

AL.

Q: How SHOULD | HANDLE TWO SOURCES BY THE SAME AUTHORS PUBLISHED IN THE
SAME YEAR USING THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM?

A: TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN MULTIPLE WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHORS IN THE SAME YEAR, YOU APPEND LOWERCASE LETTERS
TO THE YEAR IN BOTH THE IN-TEXT CITATION AND THE BIBLIOGRAPHY. FOR EXAMPLE, (MILLER &§ DAvis 2023A) anp (MILLER §
Davis 20238).

QI \WHAT IF A SOURCE HAS A CORPORATE AUTHOR INSTEAD OF INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS,
HOW IS IT CITED WITH THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM?

A: IF A SOURCE HAS A CORPORATE AUTHOR (E.G., AN ORGANIZATION OR GOVERNMENT AGENCY), YOU USE THE NAME OF THE
CORPORATION AS THE AUTHOR IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION AND BIBLIOGRAPHY. FOR EXAMPLE: (\X/ORLD HeALTH ORGANIZATION
2022).

QI CAN | ABBREVIATE TITLES IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR MULTIPLE AUTHORS?

A: NO, YOU SHOULD NOT ABBREVIATE TITLES IN THE BIBLIOGRAPHY IN THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. THE FULL TITLE OF
THE WORK SHOULD ALWAYS BE PROVIDED TO ENSURE CLARITY AND ALLOW READERS TO ACCURATELY LOCATE THE SOURCE.



Q: Is THE USE oF “ET AL.” MANDATORY FOR SOURCES WITH SIX OR MORE AUTHORS IN
THE CHICAGO AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM?

A: Yes, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE MANDATES THE USE OF “ET AL.” FOR SOURCES WITH SIX OR MORE AUTHORS IN BOTH
IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRIES IN THE AUTHOR-DATE SYSTEM. THIS CONVENTION STREAMLINES REFERENCING AND
IMPROVES READABILITY.
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