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Chicago Style Author-Date Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago style author date examples are crucial for academic and professional writing, offering a
clear and consistent method for acknowledging sources within the text. This author-date citation
system, distinct from the Notes-Bibliography style, requires an in-text citation consisting of the
author’s last name and the publication year, often accompanied by a page number. Mastering this
system ensures proper attribution, avoids plagiarism, and allows readers to easily locate the full
source information in a corresponding reference list. This guide will delve deeply into the nuances of
the Chicago Manual of Style’s author-date system, providing practical examples for various source
types and scenarios. We will explore the fundamental principles, examine how to cite different
publication formats, and discuss common challenges and their solutions. Understanding these
examples will empower you to confidently apply the author-date system in your own work,
enhancing its credibility and scholarly rigor.
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Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago Style
Author-Date

The author-date system in the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is designed for clarity and ease of
use, particularly in fields where frequent citations are common, such as the social sciences and
sciences. Unlike the notes-bibliography system, which relies on footnotes or endnotes, the author-
date method embeds citation information directly within the text. This approach allows readers to
quickly identify the source of information without having to constantly refer to separate notes. The
fundamental principle is to provide enough information in the in-text citation to uniquely identify the
source in the reference list at the end of the document. This necessitates a tight coupling between
the parenthetical citations and the compiled list of works consulted.

The system is built on two primary components: the in-text citation and the reference list. The in-text
citation typically includes the author's last name and the year of publication. When quoting directly
or referring to a specific part of a source, a page number is also included. The reference list, on the
other hand, provides the complete bibliographic details for every source cited in the text. This list is
crucial for readers to locate and verify the information presented. Both components must be
meticulously formatted according to CMOS guidelines to maintain consistency and professionalism.



The Purpose of the Author-Date System

The primary purpose of the author-date system is to provide a concise yet comprehensive method of
academic referencing. It serves to give credit where credit is due, acknowledging the intellectual
contributions of other scholars and authors. By citing sources accurately, writers demonstrate their
engagement with existing research and build upon a foundation of established knowledge.
Furthermore, this system helps readers to critically evaluate the evidence presented by allowing
them to trace the origins of ideas and arguments. The author-date approach is particularly favored
for its efficiency in managing a large volume of citations within a text.

Key Differences from Notes-Bibliography Style

The most significant difference between the author-date system and the notes-bibliography style lies
in the presentation of citations. In the author-date system, citations are parenthetical within the text
(Author Year, Page). The notes-bibliography system, conversely, uses superscript numbers in the
text that correspond to footnotes or endnotes, which contain the citation information. While the
content of the citations is similar (author, title, publication details, page numbers), their placement
and format diverge significantly. The author-date system often leads to a cleaner, less interrupted
text flow, especially in scientific and social science disciplines.

In-Text Citations: The Basics

In-text citations are the cornerstone of the Chicago author-date system. They are brief references
embedded directly within the prose of your paper. The standard format for an in-text citation
includes the author's last name and the year of publication. When you are paraphrasing or
summarizing information, the citation usually appears at the end of the sentence or clause that
contains the borrowed material. For direct quotations, the page number is indispensable. Proper
placement of these citations is vital to ensure that all borrowed ideas and words are correctly
attributed.

Basic Parenthetical Citations

The most common form of in-text citation involves placing the author's last name and the year of
publication in parentheses. For instance, if you are referencing a work by John Smith published in
2020, the citation would appear as (Smith 2020). If you are quoting a specific passage, you would
include the page number: (Smith 2020, 45). The page number is separated from the year by a
comma. It is important to be consistent with the placement of the citation; typically, it follows the
end of the sentence or the specific phrase being referenced.



Integrating Author Names into the Text

You can also integrate the author's name directly into your sentence, which can improve the flow of
your writing. In such cases, only the year of publication and, if necessary, the page number need to
be in parentheses. For example, "As Smith (2020) argues, the economic indicators were
overwhelmingly positive." If you are directly quoting, you would add the page number: "Smith (2020)
stated, 'The market experienced unprecedented growth' (45)." This method can make your writing
sound more narrative and less like a string of citations.

Citing Multiple Authors

When a work has multiple authors, the citation format changes slightly. For two authors, both last
names are typically included, connected by "and": (Smith and Jones 2019). For three or more
authors, you cite only the first author's last name followed by "et al." (Latin for "and others"):
(Williams et al. 2021). The reference list will, however, list all authors up to a certain limit, as per
CMOS guidelines.

Citing Different Types of Sources

The Chicago author-date system provides specific guidelines for citing various types of sources, from
books and journal articles to websites and unpublished works. Consistency in formatting these
diverse materials is key to a well-organized and professional document. Each source type requires a
unique presentation in both the in-text citation and the reference list to accurately convey its origin.

Books

Citing a book in the author-date system is straightforward. For a book by a single author, the in-text
citation is (AuthorLastName Year). For example, a citation for a book by Jane Doe published in 2018
would be (Doe 2018). If you are referencing a specific passage, you add the page number: (Doe
2018, 112).

Journal Articles

Journal articles are frequently cited in academic writing. The author-date in-text citation for a
journal article follows the same pattern as for a book: (AuthorLastName Year). For instance, an
article by Robert Green published in 2022 would be cited as (Green 2022). Page numbers are
included for direct quotations: (Green 2022, 345).



Websites and Online Sources

Citing online sources can be more complex due to the varying availability of publication dates and
author information. When citing a website, prioritize the author's name (if available) and the
publication date. If no author is listed, use the organization or title of the website. The year of
publication or last update is essential. For example, a webpage authored by the “Environmental
Protection Agency” updated in 2023 might be cited as (Environmental Protection Agency 2023). If
the exact date is not available, use the most specific date that is (e.g., Fall 2023, or simply 2023 if no
further detail is present).

Edited Volumes and Chapters

When citing a chapter in an edited volume, the in-text citation typically refers to the author of the
chapter, not the editor of the volume. The format remains (ChapterAuthorLastName Year). For
example, if a chapter by Emily White was published in an edited book in 2021, the citation would be
(White 2021). The reference list entry will provide details for both the chapter author and the edited
volume.

Creating the Reference List

The reference list, also known as a bibliography or works cited list, is an alphabetical compilation of
all the sources you have cited in your paper. This section is crucial for the author-date system, as it
provides the full bibliographic details that the in-text citations point to. Each entry must be
meticulously formatted according to the specific rules of the Chicago Manual of Style for the author-
date system.

Alphabetical Order

All entries in the reference list must be arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last name. If a
source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. For multiple works
by the same author, the works are listed chronologically by publication year, with the earliest work
appearing first. If multiple works by the same author were published in the same year, subsequent
works are distinguished by adding a lowercase letter to the year (e.g., 2023a, 2023b).

Formatting Book Entries

A typical book entry in the reference list for the author-date system includes the author's last name
and first initial(s), the publication year in parentheses, the title of the book (italicized), and the place
of publication and publisher. For example:



Smith, John. 2020. The History of Ideas. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

If there are multiple authors, they are listed in the same order as they appear on the title page, with
the first author listed last name first and subsequent authors listed first name first. For edited books,
the editors are listed, followed by "(ed.)" or "(eds.)" after their names, and the book title is followed
by "edited by [Editor's Name]."

Formatting Journal Article Entries

Journal article entries in the reference list include the author's last name and first initial(s), the
publication year in parentheses, the title of the article (in quotation marks), the name of the journal
(italicized), the volume and issue numbers, and the page numbers. For example:

Green, Robert. 2022. "Analyzing Economic Trends." Journal of Applied Economics 45 (2):
340-360.

If the journal is paginated by issue, both volume and issue numbers are provided. If the journal is
continuously paginated, only the volume number and page range are needed.

Formatting Online Sources

For online sources, the reference list entry should include the author (or organization), publication
date, title of the page or article (in quotation marks), the website name (italicized), and the URL. If a
publication date is unavailable, use the last accessed date. For example:

Environmental Protection Agency. 2023. "Air Quality Index." Environmental Protection
Agency. Accessed October 26, 2023. https://www.epa.gov/air-quality-index.

It is crucial to include the URL and the access date to help readers locate the online material, as web
content can change or be removed.

Handling Specific Citation Scenarios

Beyond the basic rules, the Chicago author-date system addresses numerous specific scenarios to
ensure accurate and complete referencing. These can include citing personal communications, legal
documents, or sources with missing information. Understanding these nuances is critical for
scholarly integrity and avoiding common citation errors.



Personal Communications

Personal communications, such as emails, interviews, or phone conversations, are generally not
included in the reference list because they are not retrievable by readers. However, they must be
cited in the text. The in-text citation includes the type of communication, the person communicating,
and the date. For example: (email to author, January 15, 2023) or (Jane Doe, interview by author,
October 20, 2023). This approach credits the source without requiring a full entry in the reference
list.

Legal Citations

Legal citations follow a distinct format separate from the general author-date system. While this
guide focuses on the standard author-date examples, it's important to note that legal documents like
court cases, statutes, and regulations have their own established citation methods, often detailed in
separate legal style guides. For general reference within a paper that uses author-date for other
sources, you might cite a legal case briefly in the text and provide a full citation in the reference list
if it's a primary source for your argument.

Works with No Author or Date

When a source lacks an author, the citation begins with the title of the work. If the title is short, it
can be included in the parenthetical citation. If it's a longer title, you might abbreviate it. For
example, for a book titled The Art of Research, without an author, you might cite (Art of Research
2021). If there is no publication date, use "n.d." for "no date." For example: (Smith n.d.). The
reference list entry will also reflect these omissions.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating citation styles can be complex, and even experienced writers can encounter challenges.
Awareness of common pitfalls in applying the Chicago author-date system can significantly improve
the accuracy and professionalism of your work. Proactive attention to detail is the best strategy for
avoiding these errors.

Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistent formatting between in-text citations and the
reference list, or even within the reference list itself. For instance, using different styles for
punctuation, italics, or the order of elements can create confusion. Always consult the latest edition
of the Chicago Manual of Style or a reliable style guide to ensure adherence to the prescribed format
for every element.



Missing or Incorrect Page Numbers

For direct quotations, providing the correct page number is non-negotiable. Omitting page numbers
for quotes or misattributing them to the wrong page can lead to misrepresentation of the source
material. Double-check all page numbers against the original source, especially when using digital
versions where pagination might differ from print copies.

Plagiarism Due to Improper Attribution

The ultimate pitfall to avoid is plagiarism, which stems from failing to properly attribute borrowed
ideas, words, or data. This includes not only direct copying but also paraphrasing too closely without
citation. Every piece of information that is not common knowledge and originates from another
source must be cited, both in the text and in the reference list.

Over-reliance on Generic Website Information

When citing online sources, ensure they are credible and that you are providing the most accurate
publication and author information available. Avoid citing generic blog posts or unverified sources
without critically assessing their authority. If specific details like an author or date are missing, and
cannot be reasonably inferred, be transparent about it in your citation.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago author-
date and notes-bibliography styles?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented. Chicago author-date uses in-text
parenthetical citations (Author Year, Page), while the notes-bibliography style uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes in the text that correspond to a bibliography.

Q: Do I need to include the page number every time I cite a
source in Chicago author-date?
A: No, page numbers are typically only required for direct quotations or when referring to a very
specific part of a source. For paraphrases or general references to a work, the author and year are
usually sufficient.



Q: How do I cite a source with multiple editions using the
Chicago author-date style?
A: If you are citing a specific edition that differs from the original, you should include the edition
number in your reference list entry, often after the title. The in-text citation remains the same
(Author Year).

Q: What is the correct way to cite two works by the same
author published in the same year in Chicago author-date?
A: When citing two or more works by the same author published in the same year, you should
append a lowercase letter to the year in both the in-text citation and the reference list entry (e.g.,
Smith 2023a, Smith 2023b).

Q: Can I use "et al." for works with two authors in Chicago
author-date?
A: No, "et al." is reserved for works with three or more authors. For works with two authors, you
should list both authors' last names in the in-text citation (e.g., Smith and Jones 2021).

Q: How should I format a citation for a book chapter in
Chicago author-date?
A: In-text, you cite the author of the chapter (ChapterAuthorLastName Year). In the reference list,
you provide details for the chapter author, the chapter title, the book title, and information about the
editor and publisher.

Q: What does "n.d." mean in a Chicago author-date citation?
A: "n.d." stands for "no date," and it is used when a source does not have a publication date
available. This applies to both the in-text citation and the reference list entry.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher in the in-text citation?
A: No, the publisher is only included in the full reference list entry. The in-text citation is concise,
typically containing only the author's last name, the year, and the page number if applicable.
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