chicago style author date bibliography examples for

scholarly writing

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems for scholarly writing: notes-
bibliography and author-date. This article will focus exclusively on the author-date system, providing
comprehensive chicago style author date bibliography examples for scholarly writing. Understanding the
nuances of this system is crucial for academic integrity and clarity. We will delve into the structure of in-
text citations and the detailed formatting required for a bibliography, covering various source types
commonly encountered in academic research. Mastering these elements ensures your work is correctly
attributed and easily navigable for your readers, reflecting a strong command of scholarly convention. This
guide aims to equip researchers with the confidence to apply the Chicago author-date system accurately,

from initial research to final submission, guaranteeing proper academic citation practices.
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Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style's author-date system is designed for ease of use in disciplines where frequent
citation is necessary, such as the sciences and social sciences. Unlike the notes-bibliography system, which
relies on footnotes or endnotes, the author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations within the text.
These in-text citations direct the reader to a full bibliographic entry at the end of the document. This
method provides a concise yet comprehensive way to acknowledge sources and allows readers to quickly
locate the original material for verification or further exploration. The core principle is to offer enough
information in the parenthetical citation to identify the source and its specific location, while the

bibliography provides the complete publication details.

The author-date system prioritizes efficiency in referencing. When a scholar is writing extensively and
needs to cite multiple sources, the parenthetical method avoids interrupting the flow of the text with
lengthy footnotes. Instead, a concise author-page number or author-year notation is used. This approach is
particularly beneficial in fields where the focus is on the data and arguments presented, rather than on

detailed historical or interpretive notes. The corresponding bibliography then serves as a complete catalog



of all cited works, meticulously organized for reader access. This duality of citation—brief in-text and

comprehensive in the bibliography—is the hallmark of the Chicago author-date system.

Crafting Author-Date In-Text Citations

In-text citations within the Chicago author-date system are typically enclosed in parentheses and include
the author's last name and the year of publication. If page numbers are relevant (e.g., for direct quotes or
specific information), they are also included, separated by a comma. The placement of the citation is
generally at the end of the sentence or clause where the information is presented, before the period. For
instance, a citation might look like (Smith 2020) or (Jones 2019, 45). When the author's name is mentioned
in the text, only the year of publication needs to be included in the parenthetical citation, such as: Smith
(2020) argues that...

Citations with Multiple Authors

When a source has two authors, both last names are included in the in-text citation, joined by "and.” For
example: (Garcia and Lee 2021). For sources with three or more authors, the first author's last name is
followed by "et al." and the year. This convention streamlines the citation process for works with many
contributors. For instance, if a paper has authors A, B, C, and D, the citation would appear as (Miller et al.

2018). It is important to ensure consistency in this practice throughout your scholarly writing.

Citations for Works with No Author

If a work lacks a specific author, the in-text citation uses a shortened version of the title of the work,
italicized if it's a book or play, or in quotation marks if it's an article or chapter, followed by the year. For
example, a book titled "The History of Modern Art" might be cited as (History of Modern Art 2017). If it's
an article like "New Discoveries in Astronomy," it would be cited as ("New Discoveries" 2022). This
approach ensures that the reader can still identify the specific source being referenced without an author's

name.

Citations for Subsequent Editions or Volumes



‘When referencing a work that has gone through multiple editions or comprises several volumes, you
should include the relevant edition or volume number in the in-text citation, along with the author and
year. For example, if you are citing the third edition of a book, the citation might be (Davis 2015, 3rd ed.,
112). For specific volumes, it would look like (Chen 2018, vol. 2, 78). This precision is vital for guiding your

readers to the exact information within a multi-part work.

Building Your Chicago Style Author-Date Bibliography

The bibliography, appearing at the end of your document, is a cornerstone of the Chicago author-date
system. It provides the complete publication details for every source cited in the text. Entries are listed
alphabetically by the author's last name (or by title if no author is listed). Each entry must contain specific
information presented in a precise format, including author, publication date, title, and publication
information. The goal is to provide a clear and unambiguous record of all sources consulted, enabling readers

to easily locate and verify the information.

The arrangement of elements in a bibliography entry is crucial. Generally, the author's name is listed last
name first, followed by a comma, then the first name. The publication year follows, enclosed in
parentheses. The title of the work is then presented, with major words capitalized. Finally, publication
details such as the publisher and place of publication are included. Consistency in formatting throughout the
bibliography is paramount for a professional and scholarly presentation. This meticulous organization aids

both the reader and the author in maintaining a clear academic trail.

Alphabetical Ordering of Entries

All entries in the bibliography must be arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If multiple works
by the same author are cited, they should be listed chronologically by publication year, with the earliest
work appearing first. In cases where two works by the same author have the same publication year, the
works are distinguished by adding "a" and "b" after the year, both in the in-text citation and in the
bibliography. For example, (Johnson 2019a) and (Johnson 2019b). This systematic approach ensures clarity

and ease of navigation through the list of references.

Formatting of Author Names



For individual authors, the last name is listed first, followed by a comma, and then the first name. For
example: Smith, John. Subsequent authors in the same entry are typically listed with their first name first.
When citing an organization or group as an author, the organization's full name is used. If an author has a
suffix like "Jr." or "IIL," it is typically included after the first name. For example: Williams Jr., Robert. The

consistent application of these rules ensures uniformity in the bibliography.

Common Source Types and Their Bibliography Entries

Scholarly writing draws from a diverse range of sources, and the Chicago author-date system provides
specific formats for each. Mastering these variations ensures accuracy and adherence to academic standards.

The following sections detail the most common source types and their correct bibliography entry formats.

Books

For a book with a single author, the format is: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher.
Example:

Smith, John. 2020. Theories of Modern Sociology. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

For a book with two or three authors:

Author Last Name, First Name, and Author First Name Last Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

Example:

Garcia, Maria, and David Lee. 2021. Global Economic Trends. New York: Oxford University Press.

For a book with more than three authors, list the first author followed by "et al.™:
Author Last Name, First Name, et al. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.
Example:

Miller, Sarah, et al. 2018. Research Methods in Psychology. Boston: Pearson.

Journal Articles



For a journal article, the format typically includes the author(s), year, article title, journal title, volume,
issue number, and page range.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page Range.
Example:

Davis, Robert. 2015. "The Impact of Technology on Education." Educational Research Quarterly 38 (2):
110-125.

When citing an article accessed online, include a DOI if available, or the URL.

Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page Range. DOI or
URL.

Example:

Chen, Li. 2018. "Advances in Artificial Intelligence." Journal of Computer Science 45 (3): 75-90.
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2018.987654.

Websites and Web Pages

Citing online content requires careful attention to detail, especially when page numbers are absent.
Author Last Name, First Name (if available). Year. "Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Last accessed
Month Day, Year. URL.

Example:

Anderson, Emily. 2023. "Understanding Climate Change." National Geographic. Last accessed October 26,
2023. https://www.nationalgeographic.org/climate-change.

If no author or date is readily available, use the organization name and the date of access.
Name of Organization. Year. "Title of Web Page." Last accessed Month Day, Year. URL.
Example:

World Health Organization. 2022. "Global Health Statistics." Last accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/topic-details/GHO/global-health-statistics.

Chapters in Edited Books

When referencing a chapter within a larger edited work, you need to cite both the chapter author and the
editors of the book.

Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Edited Book, edited by Editor
First Name Last Name and Editor First Name Last Name, Page Range. Place of Publication: Publisher.



Example:
Clark, Benjamin. 2019. "The Renaissance Period." In A Survey of European History, edited by Sarah
Johnson and Michael Brown, 150-175. London: Penguin Books.

Variations and Special Cases in Chicago Author-Date Citation

While the core principles of the Chicago author-date system are straightforward, certain situations require
specific adjustments. These variations ensure that even complex sources are cited accurately and
comprehensively, maintaining the integrity of your scholarly work. Understanding these nuances is key to

avoiding citation errors.

Works with No Author or Editor

When a work, such as a report or a government document, does not have an individual author or editor, it
is cited by the organization responsible for its publication. The organization's name functions as the author.
If the organization is also the publisher, the organization's name is still listed first, followed by the
publication information.

Example:

United Nations. 2021. Report on Global Development. New York: United Nations Publications.

Works with Corporate Authorship

For works authored by corporations, institutions, or government agencies, the name of the entity is used as
the author. It's important to use the full, official name of the organization.

Example:

American Psychological Association. 2019. Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association.

7th ed. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

Citing Indirect Sources

Occasionally, you may encounter a work that you did not read directly but is cited within another work

you have consulted. Chicago style advises against citing indirect sources if at all possible. However, if you



must, you should cite the indirect source in your bibliography but indicate in your in-text citation that you
are citing it indirectly.

In-text: (Author of Original Work, as cited in Author of Secondary Work Year, page number)
Bibliography: Author of Secondary Work, First Name Last Name. Year. Title of Secondary Work. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

Example in-text: (Smith 1995, as cited in Jones 2010, 35)

Example bibliography entry: Jones, Emily. 2010. Understanding Social Theories. London: Routledge.

Citing Works Published in the Same Year

When you cite multiple works by the same author published in the same year, you differentiate them by
appending lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) to the year in both the in-text citations and the bibliography
entries.

Example in-text: (Miller 2017a) and (Miller 2017b)

Example bibliography entries:

Miller, Jane. 2017a. The Art of Writing. New York: Artisan Books.

Miller, Jane. 2017b. Creative Writing Techniques. Boston: Beacon Press.

Best Practices for Chicago Author-Date Scholarly Writing

Adhering to the Chicago author-date style is not merely about following rules; it's about ensuring clarity,
credibility, and accessibility in your scholarly writing. Consistent application of the guidelines for both in-
text citations and bibliography entries significantly enhances the reader's experience and upholds academic
integrity. Familiarize yourself with the specific requirements of your discipline or publication, as minor

variations may exist.

Always double-check every citation against the original source. Errors in citations can undermine the
trustworthiness of your research. Utilize citation management software if it assists you, but always review
its output for accuracy according to the Chicago manual. The goal is not just to cite, but to cite well, making

your research a valuable contribution to your field that is both easily verifiable and robustly supported.

FAQ



Q What is the primary difference between the Chicago author-date
system and the notes-bibliography system?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The author-date system uses brief
parenthetical citations (author, year, page number) directly in the text, referring to a full bibliography at
the end. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations, with a bibliography also

provided at the end.

Q How do I cite a source when I use a direct quote in Chicago author-
date style?

A: When using a direct quote, you must include the author's last name, the year of publication, and the
specific page number(s) where the quote appears, all enclosed in parentheses. For example: (Smith 2020,
15). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year and page number are needed in

parentheses: Smith (2020, 15) stated that...

Q What is the rule for citing works with three or more authors in the
Chicago author-date bibliography?

A: For works with three or more authors, the Chicago author-date system requires you to list the first
author's last name followed by "et al." in both the in-text citations and the bibliography. For example, in-

text would be (Garcia et al. 2022), and the bibliography entry would start with Garcia, Maria, et al.

Q: How should I format a bibliography entry for a website if there is no
specific author listed?

A: If a website lacks an author, you should use the name of the organization or the website itself as the
author. Include the year of publication or last update if available. If no year is found, use "n.d." (no date). The
citation would typically look like: Organization Name. Year. "Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Last
accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Q When is it appropriate to use "et al." in Chicago style author-date
citations?

A: The abbreviation "et al." (which means "and others") is used in Chicago style author-date citations for
works with three or more authors. This applies to both in-text citations and the initial listing in the

bibliography entry.



Q How do I cite a source that has no publication date in Chicago author-
date?

A: If a source lacks a publication date, you should use the abbreviation "n.d." in place of the year in both the
in-text citation and the bibliography entry. For example: (Johnson n.d.) or in the bibliography: Johnson,
Emily. n.d. Title of Work. Publisher.

Q: Should I include the publisher's location in Chicago author-date
bibliography entries?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style generally requires the inclusion of the place of publication for books

and edited works. If multiple locations are listed, typically the first one is used.

Q How do I cite a specific chapter or section of a book in Chicago author-
date style?

A: When citing a specific chapter or section within a larger work, you will provide the chapter author and
year in the in-text citation, along with the page number. In the bibliography, you'll cite the chapter author
and title, followed by the book title, editors, and page range for the chapter. For example, in-text: (Clark
2019, 155). Bibliography entry: Clark, Benjamin. 2019. "The Renaissance Period." In A Survey of European
History, edited by Sarah Johnson and Michael Brown, 150-175. London: Penguin Books.

Chicago Style Author Date Bibliography Examples For
Scholarly Writing

Chicago Style Author Date Bibliography Examples For Scholarly Writing

Related Articles

e chicago style abstract requirements writing example
e chicago style acknowledgments for a book chapter
e chicago style appendix requirements

Back to Home


https://www.chem.study/textbooks-028/chicago-style-author-date-bibliography-examples-for-scholarly-writing.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-028/chicago-style-author-date-bibliography-examples-for-scholarly-writing.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-028/chicago-style-abstract-requirements-writing-example.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-028/chicago-style-acknowledgments-for-a-book-chapter.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-028/chicago-style-appendix-requirements.pdf
https://www.chem.study

