
chicago style article examples
Mastering Chicago Style: Comprehensive Article Examples and Guidelines

chicago style article examples serve as invaluable blueprints for writers seeking to adhere to one
of the most widely respected and comprehensive style guides in academic and professional
publishing. Understanding and applying the principles of Chicago style is crucial for ensuring clarity,
consistency, and credibility in any written work, particularly within academic papers, research articles,
and certain journalistic contexts. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of Chicago
style, providing clear explanations and illustrative examples of its core components, including in-text
citations, bibliographies, and the nuances of formatting. We will explore how to effectively cite various
types of sources, the distinctions between notes-bibliography and author-date systems, and practical
advice for applying these rules to create polished, professional articles.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted style guide that provides comprehensive
recommendations on grammar, usage, punctuation, and citation. Developed by the University of
Chicago Press, it is known for its thoroughness and flexibility, offering two primary citation systems:
the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While often associated with academic
writing, particularly in the humanities, its principles extend to various professional writing contexts,
demanding precision and adherence to established conventions.

The manual is regularly updated to reflect changes in language and publishing practices. Its detailed
index and clear explanations make it an indispensable resource for authors, editors, and publishers
alike. Adopting Chicago style ensures that your work is presented in a professional and universally
understood format, enhancing its readability and credibility among scholars and general audiences.

Key Components of Chicago Style Article Formatting
Effective Chicago style article formatting involves several critical elements that contribute to the
overall clarity and professionalism of the document. These components range from the overall
structure of the article to the specific details of how information is presented. Mastering these aspects
is fundamental to producing work that meets Chicago style's rigorous standards.



Title and Author Information
A Chicago style article typically begins with a clear and concise title. Beneath the title, the author's
name(s) should be prominently displayed. In academic articles, affiliations (university, institution,
etc.) may also follow the author's name, often in a slightly smaller font or as a footnote, depending on
the publication's specific guidelines. Ensuring this information is presented according to the
established norms is the first step in proper formatting.

Abstract and Keywords
Many academic articles, including those following Chicago style, include an abstract. This is a brief
summary of the article's content, typically ranging from 150 to 250 words, outlining the main
argument, methodology, and key findings. Following the abstract, a list of keywords is often provided
to help readers and search engines identify the article's core topics. This section is vital for
discoverability and for providing a quick overview of the article's scope.

Main Body of the Article
The core of the article is structured into logical sections, each typically introduced by a clear heading
or subheading. Paragraphs should be well-developed, with a consistent style of indentation or spacing
between them, as per Chicago guidelines. The content itself must be presented clearly, supported by
evidence, and cited appropriately to avoid plagiarism and acknowledge sources.

Notes and Bibliography
Chicago style’s emphasis on detailed source attribution is evident in its robust system of notes and
bibliographies. Whether using the notes-bibliography system or the author-date system, meticulous
record-keeping of sources is paramount. The notes (footnotes or endnotes) provide immediate
context for citations within the text, while the bibliography or reference list offers a comprehensive
overview of all consulted materials.

In-Text Citation Methods in Chicago Style
Chicago style offers two primary methods for in-text citations, each serving a slightly different
purpose and requiring distinct formatting. Choosing the appropriate method often depends on the
discipline or the specific publication's requirements. Both methods are designed to direct readers to
the full source information found in the notes or reference list.

Notes-Bibliography System
This system, favored in literature, history, and the arts, uses superscript numbers within the text to
indicate a citation. These numbers correspond to footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or
endnotes (appearing at the end of the article or book). The first citation of a source in a note is
typically full, while subsequent citations of the same source are shortened.



For example, a footnote might look like this:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New
York: Vintage Books, 1979), 23.

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45.

This system allows for extensive commentary within the notes, making it ideal for scholarly works
where detailed explanations or digressions are common.

Author-Date System
More common in the sciences and social sciences, the author-date system places a parenthetical
citation directly within the text, typically including the author's last name and the year of publication.
A corresponding reference list at the end of the article provides full bibliographic details for each cited
source. This method is often preferred for its conciseness within the main body of the text.

An example of an author-date in-text citation:

(Foucault 1979, 23)

And the corresponding reference list entry would be:

Foucault, Michel. 1979. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by Alan
Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books.

This system keeps the flow of the narrative uninterrupted while still providing immediate access to
source information.

Bibliography and Works Cited Entries
The bibliography or reference list is a crucial component of any Chicago style article, providing a
comprehensive record of all the sources consulted and cited within the work. The format of these
entries varies depending on the source type (book, journal article, website, etc.) and the chosen
citation system.

Formatting Books
For books, the entry typically includes the author's name, the title of the book (italicized), publication
information (city, publisher, year), and page numbers if a specific edition is referenced. When using
the notes-bibliography system, the author's name is inverted in the bibliography (Last Name, First
Name) and not inverted in the notes.

Author, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.



Formatting Journal Articles
Journal articles require specific details, including the author's name, the title of the article (in
quotation marks), the name of the journal (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, the year of
publication, and the page range of the article. If citing from an online database, the DOI (Digital
Object Identifier) or URL should also be included.

Author, First Name. "Title of Article." Name of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page range.

Formatting Online Sources
Citing online sources, such as websites or articles found online, requires careful attention to detail.
This includes the author or organization responsible, the title of the specific page or document, the
name of the website, the publication date (if available), and the date accessed. A URL or DOI is
essential for online sources.

Author, First Name. "Title of Web Page." Name of Website. Publication Date. Accessed Month
Day, Year. URL or DOI.

Consistency in formatting these entries is paramount for the bibliography to be clear and effective.

Formatting Elements: Titles, Paragraphs, and
Punctuation
Beyond citations and bibliographies, Chicago style offers detailed guidance on the formatting of the
article itself. These stylistic choices contribute significantly to the readability and professional
presentation of the work.

Article Titles and Headings
Article titles are typically centered and presented in title case (capitalizing principal words).
Subheadings within the article should also follow specific capitalization rules, often using sentence
case (capitalizing only the first word and proper nouns) or title case, depending on the hierarchy and
publication preference. Consistent use of formatting for headings ensures a clear hierarchy of
information.

Paragraph Formatting
In Chicago style, paragraphs can be formatted in two primary ways: by indenting the first line or by
using a full block format with a skipped line between paragraphs. The first line indent is traditionally
set at half an inch. When using the full block format, no indentation is used, and the spacing between
paragraphs is increased. The choice between these often depends on the publisher's guidelines or the



nature of the document.

Punctuation and Grammar
Chicago style provides extensive rules for punctuation, including the use of commas, semicolons,
colons, and apostrophes. It also offers guidance on hyphenation, capitalization, and the treatment of
numbers and abbreviations. Adhering to these rules ensures grammatical correctness and stylistic
consistency throughout the article, reducing ambiguity and improving clarity.

Common Scenarios and Chicago Style Examples
Navigating the various types of sources and common writing scenarios can be challenging. Here are
some practical examples to illustrate Chicago style in action for frequently encountered situations.

Citing a Secondary Source
When you cite a work that was itself based on another source, it's important to be clear about this in
your citation. In the notes-bibliography system, you would typically cite the secondary source and
indicate that the information came from a prior work. For instance:

1. John Smith, History of the World (London: Press, 2020), 112, citing Mary Jones, Ancient
Civilizations (New York: Publisher, 2018), 55.

In the author-date system, it would look similar:

(Smith 2020, 112, citing Jones 2018, 55)

Citing a Chapter in an Edited Book
When referencing a specific chapter written by an author other than the editor of the entire book, the
citation needs to reflect this structure. For a note-bibliography entry:

2. Jane Doe, "The Impact of Technology," in Modern Society, ed. Robert Brown (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2021), 78–95.

For the author-date system:

(Doe 2021, 78–95)

Citing a Personal Communication
Personal communications, such as emails or interviews, are generally not included in the bibliography
because they are not retrievable by the reader. They are cited in the notes or in-text citations only.
For a note:



3. Interview with the author, May 15, 2023.

In the author-date system, this would be handled differently, often with a parenthetical mention if
absolutely necessary, but generally avoided in the reference list.

Formatting Quotations
Longer quotations (typically more than five lines) should be set off from the main text as block
quotations. This means indenting the entire block of text and omitting quotation marks. Shorter
quotations are incorporated directly into the text and enclosed in quotation marks.

Short quotation example:

As Foucault famously argued, "The panopticon is a machine for reconceiving the power relation."
(Foucault 1979, 161)

Block quotation example:

The author further elaborates on the concept of disciplinary power:

The power relation is not a relation of communication, but of strategy. Even so, it is
always embodied in a position of power and implied in the practice of domination. The
effect of the exercise of power is to produce knowledge and discourse. (Foucault 1979,
220)

Tips for Effective Chicago Style Article Writing
Writing an article in Chicago style requires diligence and attention to detail. By following these tips,
writers can improve the quality and adherence to the style guide.

Consult the Manual: The most crucial tip is to have a current edition of The Chicago Manual of
Style readily accessible and to consult it frequently.

Maintain Consistency: Once you establish a formatting choice (e.g., block paragraphs versus
indented paragraphs, or title case versus sentence case for subheadings), maintain that
consistency throughout the entire article.

Track Your Sources Meticulously: Keep detailed records of all your sources as you research.
This will make creating your bibliography and notes much easier and prevent errors.

Understand Your Citation System: Be clear about whether you are using the notes-
bibliography system or the author-date system, and apply its rules strictly.

Proofread Carefully: After drafting, dedicate significant time to proofreading, specifically
checking for adherence to Chicago style formatting, punctuation, and citation accuracy.

Use Style Checkers Wisely: While grammar and style checkers can be helpful, they are not
infallible and cannot fully replace human judgment, especially for complex style guides like
Chicago.



By integrating these practices into your writing process, you can produce articles that are not only
well-written and informative but also impeccably formatted according to Chicago style.

---

FAQ: Chicago Style Article Examples

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style?
A: The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations, often allowing
for supplementary commentary, and is common in the humanities. The author-date system uses
parenthetical citations within the text (Author Year, Page) and is prevalent in the sciences and social
sciences, with a corresponding reference list at the end.

Q: How do I format a book title in Chicago style?
A: Book titles should be italicized in Chicago style, whether they appear in the text, in notes, or in the
bibliography. For example, The Great Gatsby.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a website in Chicago style?
A: Citing a website typically includes the author or organization, the title of the page in quotation
marks, the name of the website in italics, publication date (if available), and the date accessed,
followed by a URL or DOI. For example: "The History of Chicago." Explore Chicago. Last modified
October 26, 2023. Accessed May 15, 2024. https://www.explorechicago.com/history.

Q: Should I include personal communications in my
bibliography in Chicago style?
A: No, personal communications (like emails, personal interviews, or phone calls) are generally not
included in the bibliography because they are not retrievable by the reader. They are typically cited
only in footnotes or endnotes.

Q: How do I handle long quotations (block quotations) in
Chicago style?
A: Long quotations (generally more than five lines of prose) should be formatted as block quotations
by indenting the entire passage from the left margin and omitting quotation marks. The citation
follows the quotation.



Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style?
A: While often used interchangeably, in Chicago style, a "bibliography" is a broader term that may
include sources consulted but not directly cited. A "reference list" (used with the author-date system)
includes only those sources that are explicitly cited within the text of the article.

Q: How do I abbreviate states in Chicago style for addresses
and publishers?
A: For publisher locations and addresses, use standard two-letter postal abbreviations for U.S. states
(e.g., IL for Illinois, NY for New York). However, for U.S. cities that are well-known or if ambiguity might
arise, the state abbreviation is often omitted if the city is sufficiently identifiable.

Q: What are the common capitalization rules for article titles
and subheadings in Chicago style?
A: Article titles are typically in title case, capitalizing all principal words. Subheadings can follow either
title case or sentence case (capitalizing only the first word and proper nouns), depending on the
publication's established hierarchy and style. Consistency is key.
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