chicago notes bibliography examples

Chicago Notes Bibliography Examples: A
Comprehensive Guide for Academic
Writers

Chicago notes bibliography examples are crucial for academic integrity and
proper citation. This guide provides a detailed exploration of how to
construct both notes and bibliography entries according to the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS), the widely accepted standard in many humanities and social
science disciplines. Understanding the nuances of both systems is key to
avoiding plagiarism and allowing readers to easily locate your sources. We
will delve into the essential components of each citation type, explore
common source formats like books, journal articles, and websites, and offer
practical examples to illustrate correct usage. Mastery of these citation
styles will significantly enhance the credibility and scholarly rigor of your
work.
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Understanding the Chicago Style: Notes vs.
Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. This article focuses
exclusively on the Notes-Bibliography system, which is favored in fields such
as history, literature, and the arts. In this system, direct quotations,
paraphrased ideas, and factual information drawn from external sources are
cited using either footnotes or endnotes. These notes appear at the bottom of
the page (footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). Complementing
the notes is a bibliography, a comprehensive alphabetical list of all the
sources consulted and cited in the work, presented at the end of the
document.

The purpose of the notes is to provide immediate attribution for specific
claims or pieces of information within the text, allowing readers to identify
the source of that particular detail without disrupting the flow of the main
body of your writing. The bibliography, on the other hand, serves as a
complete reference list, offering full bibliographic details for every source
mentioned in the notes. This dual approach ensures both precision in
referencing individual points and a holistic view of the research foundation.

Crafting Chicago Style Footnotes and Endnotes

Footnotes and endnotes function identically in terms of content and
formatting, differing only in their placement. Footnotes appear at the bottom
of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled at the
end of the manuscript, usually before the bibliography. Both systems use
superscript numbers within the text to correspond with numbered notes. When a
note is cited for the first time, it typically includes full bibliographic
information. Subsequent citations of the same source are often shortened,
using a shortened title and page number, or even the author's last name and a
shortened title if a considerable number of sources by the same author are
used.

The numbering of notes should be consecutive throughout the entire document.
While some instructors or publications might allow for renumbering per
chapter or section, continuous numbering is generally preferred for
consistency. The first note for a particular source will contain the most
complete bibliographic information, while subsequent notes will be
abbreviated to avoid redundancy and improve readability. This iterative
approach to citation streamlines the reader's experience while maintaining
rigorous attribution.



Essential Elements of a Chicago Note Citation

Regardless of the source type, a Chicago style note citation typically
includes several key pieces of information to accurately identify the source.
The specific order and inclusion of elements can vary slightly based on the
medium of publication, but a general structure can be observed. These
elements are designed to provide enough detail for a reader to locate the
original source without extensive searching.

The core components generally include:

e Author's full name (first name first)

e Title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for articles
or chapters)

Publication information (city of publication, publisher, year of
publication for books)

Specific page number(s) referenced

For articles: Journal title (italicized), volume number, issue number,
and date of publication

For online sources: URL and date of access

Chicago Note Examples for Common Source Types

To illustrate the application of these principles, let's examine Chicago
notes examples for frequently encountered source materials. These examples
demonstrate how to structure citations for books, journal articles, and
websites, adhering to the first-citation format which includes more detail.

Book Example (First Note)

For a book, the initial note typically includes the author's full name, the
title of the book in italics, the place of publication, the publisher, the
year of publication, and the specific page number(s) being cited.

e 1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison,
trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1995), 17.



Journal Article Example (First Note)

Citing a journal article in a note requires the author's name, the article
title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, the volume and issue
numbers, the publication date, and the page number(s) of the article and the
specific page(s) cited.

e 2. Martha Nussbaum, "The Use and Abuse of the Emotional Realism in
Political Philosophy," Nomos 47 (2006): 201, 205.

Website Example (First Note)

For a website, the note should include the author (if known), the title of
the specific page or document, the website name (if distinct), and the URL,
along with the date of access. If a publication date is available, it should
also be included.

e 3. "About the Chicago Manual of Style," The Chicago Manual of Style
Online, accessed October 26, 2023,
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/about.html.

Subsequent Citations in Chicago Notes

Once a source has been cited in a full note, subsequent references to the
same work can be abbreviated. This practice is essential for maintaining
conciseness within the notes section. The most common method involves using
the author's last name, a shortened version of the title (italicized if it's
a book, in quotes if it's an article), and the relevant page number. If an
author has multiple works cited, it's crucial to include the shortened title
to differentiate them.

For example, a subsequent note for Foucault's book might look like this:

e 4. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 45.

And for the journal article:

e 5. Nussbaum, "Emotional Realism," 210.

If a source has no author, the shortened title (or full title if brief) is
used instead. If only one page number is cited in a note, it follows the



title. If multiple page numbers are cited, they are usually indicated with a
comma separating them, or a range using a hyphen.

Building Your Chicago Style Bibliography

The bibliography is an indispensable component of the Chicago Notes-
Bibliography system. It serves as a comprehensive and alphabetized list of
all the sources that have been cited in the notes. Unlike the notes, which
focus on individual points of reference, the bibliography provides full
bibliographic details for each source, allowing readers to easily locate and
consult the original materials. This section is crucial for academic
transparency and enabling further research.

Every source cited in your notes must appear in your bibliography, and
conversely, every source listed in your bibliography must have been cited in
your notes. The bibliography is typically arranged alphabetically by the
author's last name. If a source has no author, it is alphabetized by the
first significant word of the title (ignoring articles like "A," "An," or
"The"). This systematic organization ensures that readers can efficiently
find any given source.

Key Differences Between Notes and Bibliography
Entries

While notes and bibliography entries refer to the same sources, their format
and content differ significantly. This distinction is fundamental to

understanding the Chicago Notes-Bibliography system. The primary differences
lie in the order of names, punctuation, and the inclusion of certain details.

Key distinctions include:

e Author's Name Order: In notes, the author's name is typically listed as
First Name Last Name. In the bibliography, it is reversed to Last Name,
First Name, allowing for alphabetical sorting.

e Punctuation: Notes often use commas to separate elements, while
bibliography entries frequently employ periods to create distinct
sections.

e Completeness of Information: While both aim for accuracy, bibliography
entries often provide a more complete set of publication details,
including all co-authors, editors, and full publication information,
without specific page numbers unless citing a specific edition or
collection.



e Placement of Page Numbers: Page numbers are essential in notes to
pinpoint the exact location of information. In the bibliography, page
numbers are generally omitted unless they refer to the entire work
(e.g., a range for an essay within a collection) or a specific edition.

Chicago Bibliography Examples for Books

Crafting bibliography entries for books follows a structured format that
prioritizes clarity and completeness. These examples demonstrate the standard
Chicago bibliography format for single-author books, edited volumes, and
books with multiple authors.

Single-Author Book

The standard format for a single-author book in the bibliography is the
author's last name, followed by their first name, the title of the book in
italics, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of
publication.

e Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison.
Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1995.

Edited Book

For an edited book, the editor's name is included, followed by "ed." (or
"eds." for multiple editors), before the title and publication details.

e Smith, John, ed. Essays on Modern Literature. London: University Press,
2018.

Book with Multiple Authors

When a book has two or three authors, all names are listed in the
bibliography. For four or more authors, typically only the first author's
name is listed, followed by "et al." (meaning "and others").

e Johnson, Emily, and Robert Lee. The History of Art Movements. Chicago:
Art Institute Press, 2010.

e Williams, Sarah, David Chen, Maria Garcia, and Kevin Patel. Urban
Planning and Development. Boston: Cityscape Publishers, 2020.



Chicago Bibliography Examples for Journal Articles

Journal articles require specific details to ensure they are easily
locatable. The Chicago bibliography format for journal articles includes the
author's name, the article title, the journal title, volume and issue
numbers, the publication date, and the page range of the article. If the
article was accessed online, the DOI or URL and access date may also be
included.

Print Journal Article

This format provides the essential details for a printed journal article
citation.

e Nussbaum, Martha. "The Use and Abuse of the Emotional Realism in
Political Philosophy." Nomos 47 (2006): 200-225.

Online Journal Article with DOI

Including the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) is highly recommended for
online articles as it provides a stable link.

e Lee, David, and Sarah Chen. "Climate Change Impacts on Coastal
Ecosystems." Environmental Science Journal 15, no. 3 (2021): 112-135.
https://doi.org/10.1080/12345678.2021.1234567.

Chicago Bibliography Examples for Websites and
Online Sources

Citing online sources in Chicago style requires careful attention to detail,
as website structures can vary greatly. The goal is to provide enough
information for a reader to find the content. This includes the author (if
known), the title of the specific page or document, the website's name, and
the URL. Including the date of publication or last update, and the date of
access, is also crucial, as online content can change or be removed.

Web Page with Author

When an author is clearly identified for a web page, their name is listed
first.

e Adams, Emily. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Insights
Blog, October 20, 2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.



https://www.techinsightsblog.com/future-of-ai.

Web Page Without Author

If no individual author is apparent, the entry is alphabetized by the title
of the page or document.

e "Understanding Citation Styles." Academic Writing Center, 2022. Accessed
October 26, 2023. https://www.academicwritingcenter.edu/citation-styles.

Online Report or Document

For reports or documents published online, the organization or corporate
author is often used if no individual author is credited.

e World Health Organization. Global Health Report 2023. Geneva: WHO Press,
2023. Accessed October 26, 2023.
https://www.who.int/reports/global-health-2023.

Citing Other Common Source Types in Chicago Style

Beyond books and articles, academic research often involves a variety of
other sources. Chicago style provides guidelines for citing these as well,
ensuring consistency across your bibliography. These include chapters in
edited books, interviews, and even unpublished works.

Chapter in an Edited Book

When citing a specific chapter within an edited collection, you will list the
author of the chapter, followed by the chapter title, then "in," the title of
the book, the editor's name(s), and the book's publication details and page
range of the chapter.

e Davis, Robert. "The Renaissance Artist's Patronage." In Art and Society
in the Renaissance, edited by Clara Bellweather, 45-78. Oxford:
Renaissance Books, 2019.

Interview

For interviews, the format typically includes the interviewee's name, the
type of interview (e.g., personal interview, email interview), the date of



the interview, and your location or contact information if it was a private
interview. For published interviews, you would cite the publication.

e Garcia, Maria. Personal interview. November 15, 2022.

Conference Paper

A paper presented at a conference, whether published or unpublished, requires
specific details about the conference itself.

e Chen, David. "Sustainable Urban Development Models." Paper presented at
the International Conference on Urban Planning, Berlin, Germany, June
10-12, 2021.

Formatting and Style Considerations for Chicago
Notes and Bibliography

Adhering to consistent formatting and style is paramount in Chicago notes and
bibliography examples. This includes proper indentation, spacing, and
punctuation. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidelines, but
some general principles can be observed.

Key formatting aspects include:

e Indentation: In bibliography entries, the first line of each entry is
flush with the left margin, and subsequent lines are indented (hanging
indent). This makes it easier to scan the list alphabetically. Notes, in
contrast, typically have the first line indented.

e Spacing: Single-space within each entry and double-space between entries
in the bibliography. Notes are usually single-spaced within the note and
double-spaced between different notes.

e Punctuation: Commas are commonly used in notes to separate elements,
whereas periods often mark the end of major components in bibliography
entries. Italics are used for titles of books and journals, while
quotation marks enclose titles of articles and chapters.

e Superscript Numbers: In the text, note numbers are indicated by
superscripted Arabic numerals.

Paying meticulous attention to these stylistic details not only demonstrates



professionalism but also ensures that your citations are clear, accurate, and
easy for your readers to follow, thereby upholding the integrity of your
scholarly work.

FAQ

Q: What is the fundamental difference between a
Chicago note and a Chicago bibliography entry for
the same source?

A: The primary differences lie in the order of the author's name (first name
first in notes, last name first in bibliography for alphabetization),
punctuation (commas in notes, periods often separating major components in
bibliography), and the inclusion of specific page numbers (essential in
notes, generally omitted or generalized in bibliography). Bibliography
entries also tend to be more complete in terms of publication details.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in my Chicago
bibliography?

A: Generally, no, you do not include specific page numbers in a Chicago
bibliography entry unless you are citing a specific edition of a work that
has been renumbered or if you are citing a chapter or essay within a larger
collection, in which case you would provide the page range of that specific
contribution.

Q: How do I cite a source that has no author in
Chicago style notes and bibliography?

A: When there is no author, the title of the work moves to the first position
in both the note and bibliography entry. For alphabetization in the
bibliography, ignore articles like "A," "An," or "The" at the beginning of
the title.

Q: What is the correct way to format a Chicago
bibliography entry for a website?

A: For a website, you typically include the author (if known), the title of
the specific page or document, the website's name, the publication date (if
available), and the URL, along with the date you accessed the page.



Q: How do I handle multiple sources by the same
author in my Chicago notes and bibliography?

A: In your bibliography, the entries will be alphabetized by title if the
author's last name is the same. In your notes, after the first full citation,
you can use a shortened version of the title to distinguish between works by
the same author. For example, "Foucault, Madness and Civilization," and
"Foucault, Discipline and Punish."

Q: Can I use footnotes and endnotes interchangeably
in Chicago style?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style permits the use of either footnotes or
endnotes. The choice often depends on personal preference or the requirements
of a specific publisher or instructor. The content and formatting of the
citations themselves remain the same, only their placement differs.

Q: What does "et al." mean in Chicago bibliography
examples?

A: "Et al." is a Latin abbreviation meaning "and others." In Chicago style,
if a book or article has three or more authors, you list the first author's
name in the bibliography and follow it with "et al." For a more detailed
explanation of author listings with multiple authors, consult the latest
edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.
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