
chicago notes bibliography examples
term paper
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely adopted citation style, particularly
prevalent in the humanities and social sciences. When working on term papers,
dissertations, or any academic writing requiring meticulous referencing, understanding
Chicago notes bibliography examples is paramount. This guide delves into the intricacies of
creating accurate Chicago-style bibliographies and notes, providing essential examples for
various source types to ensure academic integrity and proper attribution. We will explore
the fundamental differences between notes and bibliography entries, cover common source
materials, and offer practical tips for formatting your Chicago notes bibliography for a term
paper. Mastering these elements will not only enhance the credibility of your research but
also demonstrate a strong command of academic conventions.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Notes vs.
Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For term papers, the Notes and
Bibliography system is often preferred, especially in fields like history, literature, and art.
This system utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text and a bibliography
at the end of the document to list all sources consulted and cited. The key difference lies in
the placement and presentation of the citation information.

In the Notes and Bibliography system, footnotes (or endnotes) provide the full citation
information the first time a source is referenced. Subsequent references to the same source
can be shortened to a “brief note” format, including the author’s last name, a shortened
title, and the page number. The bibliography, on the other hand, is an alphabetical list of all
sources cited in the paper. It provides a more comprehensive overview of the research
undertaken, allowing readers to easily locate and verify the sources you have used.
Understanding when to use which element is crucial for adhering to Chicago style
guidelines.



Essential Components of Chicago Style Citations

Regardless of whether you are creating a note or a bibliography entry, certain core pieces
of information are generally required for proper citation in Chicago style. The specific order
and punctuation will vary depending on the source type, but recognizing these fundamental
elements will form the bedrock of your referencing efforts. Accuracy in capturing these
details is paramount for avoiding plagiarism and giving credit where it is due.

Key Information for Chicago Style

The following are the essential components typically found in Chicago style citations:

Author's full name (last name first for bibliography entries)

Title of the work (italicized for books and journals, in quotation marks for articles and
chapters)

Publication information (place of publication, publisher, year of publication for books;
journal title, volume, issue, and year for articles)

Page numbers or range of pages cited

Date of publication

URLs or DOIs for online sources

Ensuring that all these details are present and accurately transcribed is the first step
towards creating correct Chicago notes and bibliography entries for your term paper.
Missing information can render a citation incomplete and less helpful to your readers.

Chicago Notes Bibliography Examples for
Common Source Types

Navigating the specific formatting requirements for different types of sources can be
challenging. Fortunately, the Chicago Manual of Style provides clear guidelines. Here, we
offer practical examples for some of the most frequently encountered source materials in
academic term papers.

Books



Citing a book in Chicago style requires attention to the author, title, and publication details.
The format differs slightly between a note and a bibliography entry.

Book Note Example:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New
York: Vintage Books, 1995), 32.

Book Bibliography Example:

Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by Alan
Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1995.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are common sources for academic research. The citation for an article will
include the author, article title, journal title, volume, issue, and publication date, along with
page numbers.

Journal Article Note Example:

2. Emily V. Corran, "The Rise and Fall of the 'Chastity Belt': Gender, Power, and the
Renaissance," Journal of Medieval Studies 45, no. 2 (2018): 210.

Journal Article Bibliography Example:

Corran, Emily V. "The Rise and Fall of the 'Chastity Belt': Gender, Power, and the
Renaissance." Journal of Medieval Studies 45, no. 2 (2018): 205-230.

Websites and Online Sources

With the prevalence of online research, citing digital sources is essential. Chicago style
mandates the inclusion of URLs and access dates for web content.

Website Note Example:

3. National Endowment for the Humanities, "The History of the Statue of Liberty," accessed
October 26, 2023, NEH.gov, https://www.neh.gov/story/history-statue-liberty.

Website Bibliography Example:

National Endowment for the Humanities. "The History of the Statue of Liberty." Accessed
October 26, 2023. NEH.gov. https://www.neh.gov/story/history-statue-liberty.



Chapters in Edited Books

When citing a chapter from an edited collection, you need to include the chapter author,
chapter title, editor(s), book title, and publication details.

Edited Book Chapter Note Example:

4. Judith Butler, "Critique of Security," in Living with Contradictions: Critical Essays on',), ed.
Janet R. Jakobsen and Ann Pellegrini (Durham: Duke University Press, 1997), 275.

Edited Book Chapter Bibliography Example:

Butler, Judith. "Critique of Security." In Living with Contradictions: Critical Essays on',),
edited by Janet R. Jakobsen and Ann Pellegrini, 273-288. Durham: Duke University Press,
1997.

Formatting Your Chicago Notes Bibliography for a
Term Paper

Proper formatting is just as important as accurate citation details. The presentation of your
notes and bibliography directly impacts the overall professionalism and readability of your
term paper. Adhering to Chicago's specific guidelines ensures consistency and clarity for
your readers.

Placement and Presentation of Notes

In the Notes and Bibliography system, notes are typically placed at the bottom of the page
(footnotes) or at the end of the document (endnotes). Each note corresponds to a
superscript number in the text. The first time a source is cited, the note should include all
necessary bibliographic information. Subsequent references to the same source can use a
shortened form.

Arranging the Bibliography

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in your paper. It appears at the
end of your document. Entries are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If a
source has no author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. Consistent
indentation, typically a hanging indent where the first line of each entry is flush left and
subsequent lines are indented, is also a standard practice.



Consistency is Key

One of the most critical aspects of creating a Chicago notes bibliography for a term paper is
maintaining consistency. This means applying the same formatting rules for every source of
the same type throughout your entire document. Inconsistent punctuation, capitalization, or
the omission of certain details can detract from your work and lead to grading deductions.

Tips for Accuracy and Consistency in Chicago
Style

Achieving accuracy and consistency in your Chicago notes and bibliography requires careful
attention to detail and the use of reliable resources. Even experienced writers can make
mistakes, so adopting good habits is essential for producing a polished academic paper.

Utilize Reliable Resources

The most authoritative source for Chicago style is The Chicago Manual of Style itself.
However, for quick reference and common source types, online resources that specifically
address Chicago style (such as university writing center guides) can be invaluable. Always
cross-reference information if you are unsure.

Proofread Meticulously

After drafting your paper and compiling your bibliography, dedicate ample time to
proofreading your citations. Check for typos, incorrect punctuation, missing information,
and formatting errors. Reading your bibliography aloud can sometimes help catch mistakes.

Use Citation Management Software (with caution)

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help manage your sources and generate
bibliographies. While these tools can save time, they are not infallible. Always review the
generated citations to ensure they conform to Chicago style, as they sometimes produce
errors or use incorrect templates.

By understanding the core principles and practicing diligent application, you can confidently
construct accurate and well-formatted Chicago notes and bibliographies for all your
academic writing endeavors, particularly for your term papers.



FAQ

Q: What is the main difference between Chicago notes
and a Chicago bibliography entry?
A: In the Chicago Notes and Bibliography system, notes (footnotes or endnotes) provide the
citation details directly within the text, often in a slightly abbreviated format after the first
full citation. The bibliography is a separate, comprehensive list of all cited sources at the
end of the paper, presented alphabetically and providing fuller bibliographic details for each
entry.

Q: When should I use footnotes versus endnotes in
Chicago style?
A: Both footnotes and endnotes are acceptable within the Chicago Notes and Bibliography
system. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, while
endnotes are collected at the end of the paper. The choice often depends on personal
preference or specific instructor guidelines, with endnotes sometimes preferred for longer
works or when space at the bottom of the page is limited.

Q: How do I cite a source that has multiple authors in a
Chicago bibliography?
A: For a source with two authors, list both authors in the bibliography, separated by "and."
For sources with three or more authors, list the first author's name followed by "et al." in
the bibliography. In notes, however, you generally list all authors up to a certain number
(often three or four, check current CMOS edition) before using "et al."

Q: What is the correct way to cite a shortened Chicago
note for a previously cited source?
A: A shortened Chicago note typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version
of the title (if it's longer than a few words), and the relevant page number. For example:
Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 55. If the author has only one work cited in the
bibliography, you might omit the title.

Q: Do I need to include the URL and access date for all
online sources in a Chicago bibliography?
A: Yes, for online sources that might not have a permanent location or are subject to
change, including the URL and the date you accessed the material is crucial in your Chicago
bibliography. This allows readers to retrieve the exact version you consulted. For stable
online sources like e-books from reputable databases, this might be less critical, but it's
always a good practice for web pages.



Q: How should I handle a Chicago bibliography entry for
a source with no author?
A: If a source has no named author, you should alphabetize the entry in your Chicago
bibliography by the first significant word of the title. For example, if the title is "The Art of
Diplomacy," the entry would be alphabetized under "A." The title then becomes the first
element in the citation.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in Chicago
style?
A: The bibliography serves as a comprehensive list of all the works that you have cited in
your term paper. Its primary purpose is to give full credit to the original authors, allow
readers to locate your sources easily, and demonstrate the breadth of your research to your
instructor.

Q: Can I use a Chicago style generator for my term
paper's bibliography?
A: Citation generators can be helpful tools for creating Chicago style bibliographies, but
they should be used with caution. It is essential to review and edit any generated citations
carefully to ensure they are accurate and adhere strictly to the latest Chicago Manual of
Style guidelines, as these tools can sometimes produce errors or use outdated formatting.
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