
chicago manual theater citations
The Importance of Chicago Manual Theater Citations in Academic and
Professional Work

chicago manual theater citations are a cornerstone of rigorous academic
research and professional documentation within the field of theater studies.
Adhering to the guidelines set forth in the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS)
ensures clarity, consistency, and credibility when referencing plays,
performances, and scholarly works related to the dramatic arts. This
comprehensive article will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago style
for theater, covering everything from basic principles to advanced
application for various source types. We will explore the fundamental
differences between note-bibliography and author-date systems, essential for
anyone citing theatrical works. Furthermore, we will provide detailed
instructions on how to cite a wide array of resources, including plays in
published collections, individual play scripts, performance reviews,
interviews, and digital resources, all crucial for comprehensive theater
scholarship. Understanding these citation formats is vital for students,
scholars, critics, and practitioners alike, ensuring their work is properly
attributed and contributes meaningfully to the discourse.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Theater

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide used
across many academic disciplines, and its application to theater studies
demands careful attention to detail. For those working with theatrical texts
and performances, understanding how to properly attribute sources is
paramount. This involves more than just listing references; it's about
providing your audience with the precise information needed to locate and
verify the original material. Whether you are writing a thesis on



Shakespearean performance practices or a review of a contemporary Broadway
production, a consistent and accurate citation method is essential for
maintaining academic integrity. The CMOS offers two primary systems for
citation: the note-bibliography system and the author-date system, each with
its own strengths and applications within theater scholarship.

Core Principles of Chicago Style Citation

At its heart, the Chicago Manual of Style prioritizes clarity and
comprehensiveness in its citation guidelines. Regardless of whether you
choose the note-bibliography or author-date system, several core principles
remain consistent. These include providing full bibliographic details for all
sources used, ensuring uniformity in formatting, and making it easy for
readers to identify and find the original works. The goal is to avoid
plagiarism and to give credit where credit is due, thereby strengthening your
own arguments by grounding them in established scholarship and primary
evidence. For theater, this often means being highly specific about the
edition of a play used or the particular performance being analyzed.

The Note-Bibliography System in Theater Studies

The note-bibliography system, often favored in the humanities, including
theater studies, uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text.
Every time a source is referenced, a corresponding note is generated,
providing the reader with detailed information about that specific citation.
At the end of the work, a bibliography lists all sources cited, providing a
comprehensive overview of the research undertaken. This system is
particularly useful for theater scholars who may need to cite specific
passages from plays or detailed aspects of a performance that require more
contextual explanation within the main text. The detailed notes allow for
deeper engagement with the source material without interrupting the flow of
the narrative.

The Author-Date System for Theater Research

While less common in traditional humanities fields like theater studies
compared to the note-bibliography system, the author-date system also offers
a valid approach to citation. In this method, parenthetical in-text citations
include the author's last name and the publication year, followed by page
numbers if applicable. A corresponding reference list at the end of the work
provides full bibliographic details for all cited sources. This system is
often preferred in sciences and social sciences for its conciseness, but it
can be effectively adapted for theater research, particularly in fields that
blend theater studies with other disciplines or when a more streamlined in-
text reference is desired.



Citing Plays: Published Collections and
Individual Scripts

Citing plays, whether they appear in anthologies or as standalone
publications, requires specific attention to detail to ensure readers can
identify the exact text being referenced. The edition used is often critical,
especially for historical plays where different editions might contain
varying introductions, annotations, or textual variations. For published
collections, the editor or translator, the title of the collection, and the
publisher information are all necessary components, alongside the specific
play title and the page numbers where it can be found.

Citing Plays from Published Collections

When referencing a play included in a published collection or anthology, the
citation needs to clearly identify both the individual play and the larger
work it belongs to. The standard format generally includes the playwright's
name, the title of the play, followed by information about the collection.

Playwright's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Play." In Title of
Collection, edited by Editor's First Name Last Name, Page numbers.
Publisher, Year.

For instance, a note for Shakespeare's "Hamlet" found in a collection might
look something like this: William Shakespeare, "Hamlet." In The Norton
Shakespeare, edited by Stephen Greenblatt, 1234-1300. W. W. Norton & Company,
2008.

Citing Individual Play Scripts

When a play is published as a standalone script, the citation process is more
direct. The focus remains on the playwright, the title of the play, and the
publication details of that specific edition.

Playwright's Last Name, First Name. Title of Play. Publisher, Year.

An example of a standalone play citation could be: Arthur Miller, Death of a
Salesman. Penguin Books, 1999. It is crucial to note the publisher and the
year of the specific edition you are consulting.



Citing Performances and Productions

Documenting theatrical performances presents a unique challenge because live
events are ephemeral. When citing a specific production, it's essential to
capture as much relevant information as possible to allow others to
understand the context of your analysis. This includes details about the play
itself, the theater company, the venue, the director, and key cast members.

Details for Performance Citations

A robust citation for a live performance should ideally include the title of
the play, the playwright, the name of the producing company, the theater
where it was staged, the city, the dates of the run, and the director. If you
are discussing a specific aspect of the staging or a particular actor's
portrayal, including details about set design, costume design, or
choreography can also be beneficial, though these are often included in the
body of the text with reference to the performance itself.

Citing Recorded or Filmed Productions

For recorded or filmed theatrical productions, the citation format will more
closely resemble that of other audiovisual materials. Key information
includes the title of the play, the playwright, the director of the filmed
version, the production company, the release year, and the format (e.g., DVD,
streaming service).

Playwright's Last Name, First Name. Title of Play. Directed by
Director's First Name Last Name. Production Company, Year. Format.

For example: Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire. Directed by Elia
Kazan. Warner Bros., 1951. DVD.

Citing Reviews and Critiques of Theater

Reviews and scholarly critiques are vital secondary sources in theater
studies, offering interpretations and analyses of plays and performances.
When citing these materials, accuracy in identifying the publication, the
author of the review, the title of the piece, and the date of publication is
paramount.



Citing Newspaper and Magazine Reviews

Reviews published in newspapers and magazines are common sources. The
citation should include the reviewer's name, the title of the review (if
any), the name of the publication, the date of publication, and the page
numbers or URL if accessed online.

Reviewer's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Review." Name of
Publication, Month Day, Year, Page numbers.

An example might be: John Smith, "A Riveting 'Hamlet'." The New York Times,
October 27, 2023, C1.

Citing Scholarly Journal Articles

Scholarly articles that analyze theater offer in-depth critical perspectives.
These require a citation format that includes the author, article title,
journal title, volume and issue numbers, and publication date, along with
page numbers.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page numbers.

For instance: Jane Doe, "Postmodern Deconstruction in Contemporary
Performance." Theater Journal 65, no. 2 (2013): 187-205.

Citing Interviews and Personal Communications
in Theater

Interviews with actors, directors, playwrights, designers, or anyone involved
in the theatrical process can provide invaluable primary source material.
Personal communications, such as emails or conversations, also fall into this
category. These are typically cited in notes rather than in the bibliography,
as they are often unique and may not be accessible to the general reader.

Guidelines for Citing Interviews

When citing an interview, it's important to specify whether it was conducted



by you or if you are referencing a published interview. For unpublished
interviews, the citation should include the interviewee's name, the type of
communication (e.g., "interview by author"), the date of the interview, and
any relevant details about its location or recording.

Interviewee's Full Name, interview by Author's Full Name, Month Day,
Year.

A note might read: Maria Garcia, interview by John Lee, November 15, 2023.

Citing Published Interviews

If you are citing an interview that has been published, it should be treated
similarly to other published works, with details of the publication included.

Interviewee's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Interview" (if
applicable). Interview by Interviewer's First Name Last Name. Title of
Publication, Month Day, Year, Page numbers.

An example: Ian McKellen. "On Playing Macbeth." Interview by Sarah Jones.
Stage & Screen Magazine, December 2022, 45-50.

Citing Digital and Online Theater Resources

The digital landscape has expanded the ways we access and interact with
theater resources, from online archives and databases to digital play texts
and video recordings of performances. Citing these online sources requires
attention to URLs, access dates, and any specific archival or database
information.

Citing Online Play Texts and Archives

When referencing play texts found online, it is crucial to provide the
author, title, and the specific website or archive where it was found, along
with a stable URL and the date you accessed it.

Playwright's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Play." Name of
Website/Archive. Last modified Date (if available). Accessed Month Day,
Year. URL.



A citation might appear as: William Shakespeare, "Othello." Folger Digital
Texts. Accessed November 1, 2023.
https://www.folger.edu/explore/shakespeares-works/othello/read/.

Citing Online Performance Recordings and Streaming
Services

For recorded performances viewed online, the citation needs to reflect the
play, playwright, director, platform, and access details.

Playwright's Last Name, First Name. Title of Play. Directed by
Director's First Name Last Name. Production Company, Year. Name of
Streaming Service/Platform. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

For example: August Wilson, Fences. Directed by Denzel Washington. Paramount
Pictures, 2016. Netflix. Accessed November 1, 2023.
https://www.netflix.com/watch/80105311.

Special Considerations for Theater Citations

Beyond the general guidelines, theater citations often involve unique
elements that require specific handling to ensure accuracy and completeness.
These can include variations in play scripts, the nature of performance as a
transient event, and the collaborative nature of theatrical production.

Handling Different Editions of Plays

For plays, especially those in the public domain or with a long performance
history, multiple editions and editorial interpretations exist. It is
imperative to cite the specific edition you consulted. This helps readers
understand any textual variations, annotations, or introductory essays that
might influence your interpretation. Always include editor or annotator
information if it is significant.

Citing Works that Inspire or Adapt Theatrical
Material

When a play is adapted from another source (e.g., a novel), or when a work is
inspired by an existing play, these relationships must be clearly documented.



The citation should acknowledge the original source material and how it has
been transformed in the theatrical adaptation, or conversely, how a later
work draws inspiration from an earlier theatrical piece. This acknowledges
intellectual lineage and the creative process involved.

The Ephemeral Nature of Live Performance

As live performances are unrepeatable, the challenge lies in providing enough
detail for the reader to reconstruct the context of what was observed. This
includes not just the play and production team but also specific details
about the staging, acting choices, and audience reception if relevant to your
argument. While direct citation of a live performance is rare unless it's a
recording, extensive descriptive text referencing the performance as the
object of study is common.

Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography for
Theater Works

A well-constructed bibliography is a roadmap for your research, enabling
readers to trace your sources and explore the topic further. For theater
scholarship, a bibliography should be meticulously organized and include all
primary and secondary sources cited in your notes. The Chicago Manual of
Style offers clear guidelines for formatting these bibliographies.

Organizing Your Bibliography

A typical bibliography in Chicago style is organized alphabetically by the
author's last name. For theater works, this means plays, scholarly articles,
books, reviews, and any other cited materials are listed in a single
alphabetical sequence. Each entry must contain all the necessary
bibliographic information to identify the source precisely.

Entries should be formatted consistently, with authors' names reversed
for the first entry.

Titles of books, journals, and plays should be italicized.

Titles of articles and chapters should be enclosed in quotation marks.

Publisher and publication year are essential for books and collections.

For articles, include journal title, volume, issue, year, and page
range.



Ensuring Accuracy and Completeness

Every source that appears in your notes must also be listed in your
bibliography, and conversely, every item in your bibliography should be
referenced in your notes. Double-checking each entry against your original
sources is a critical step in the writing process. Attention to punctuation,
capitalization, and italicization is key to adhering to CMOS standards and
presenting a polished, professional work.

Conclusion: Upholding Scholarly Standards in
Theater Documentation

Mastering chicago manual theater citations is an indispensable skill for
anyone engaged in serious study or discussion of the dramatic arts. By
adhering to the detailed guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style,
researchers and writers ensure the integrity of their work, provide clear
pathways for their readers to access source material, and contribute to a
scholarly environment built on precision and attribution. Whether citing a
foundational play text, a groundbreaking production, or a critical analysis,
the meticulous application of these citation standards elevates the quality
and credibility of your engagement with the vast and dynamic world of
theater.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the note-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago
style for theater?
A: The note-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text
citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end, which is common in
humanities. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations with
the author's last name and year, followed by a reference list. For theater
studies, the note-bibliography system is generally more prevalent due to its
capacity for detailed explanatory notes.



Q: How do I cite a play that has multiple versions
or editions?
A: When citing a play with multiple versions or editions, it is crucial to
specify which edition you consulted. Include the playwright's name, the title
of the play, the title of the collection (if applicable), the editor or
translator, the publisher, the year of publication, and the specific page
numbers. If you are referencing a particular critical introduction or notes
within an edition, you should also cite those.

Q: What information should I include when citing a
live theatrical performance?
A: Citing a live theatrical performance is challenging as they are ephemeral.
Typically, you would cite the play's title and playwright, the name of the
producing company, the theatre, the city, the dates of the run, and the
director. If you are discussing specific aspects like set design or costumes,
include those details in your text as observations of the performance you
attended, rather than trying to formalize them as a bibliography entry.

Q: How do I cite an interview with a theater
practitioner that I conducted myself?
A: For unpublished interviews you have conducted, it is standard practice to
cite them in a footnote or endnote rather than in the bibliography. The note
should include the interviewee's full name, indicate that it was an interview
conducted by you, and provide the date the interview took place. For example:
"Maria Garcia, interview by John Lee, November 15, 2023."

Q: What is the best way to cite a digital archive of
theatrical documents?
A: When citing digital archives, provide the author (if applicable), the
title of the document or collection, the name of the archive or website, a
stable URL, and the date you accessed the material. For example: "William
Shakespeare, 'Hamlet.' The Folger Shakespeare Library Digital Archive.
Accessed November 1, 2023. [URL]."

Q: Should I cite a specific actor's performance in a
review?
A: While a review might highlight an actor's performance, the primary
citation is for the review itself. In your text, you would discuss the
actor's performance based on your reading of the review, attributing the
interpretation to the reviewer. The citation would point to the review



article, not directly to the actor's appearance within the citation itself.

Q: How do I cite a theater review found online on a
newspaper's website?
A: To cite an online newspaper review, include the reviewer's name, the title
of the review (if it has one), the name of the newspaper, the full date of
publication, and the URL. If the review is behind a paywall, note that. For
example: "John Smith, 'A Riveting 'Hamlet'.' The New York Times, October 27,
2023. https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/27/arts/theater/hamlet-review.html."
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