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The Essential Guide to Chicago Manual Style for
Political Science Papers

chicago manual style political science papers demand meticulous attention to
detail, ensuring clarity, credibility, and academic rigor. Mastering the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is crucial for political science scholars, as
it governs everything from citation practices to formatting and grammar. This
comprehensive guide will demystify the complexities of applying CMOS to
political science research, offering practical advice and in-depth
explanations. We will explore the nuances of footnote and endnote citations,
the intricacies of bibliography construction, and best practices for
presenting your research in a polished, professional manner. Understanding
these elements is paramount for any student or researcher aiming to
effectively communicate their findings within the discipline.
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Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago
Style in Political Science

The Chicago Manual of Style, often referred to as CMOS, provides a robust
framework for academic writing, and its application in political science is
particularly significant. The overarching goal of CMOS is to achieve clarity,
consistency, and precision in scholarly communication. For political science
papers, this translates to clearly attributing sources, presenting evidence
transparently, and maintaining a professional academic tone. The style's



emphasis on detailed citation practices helps readers verify your claims and
explore your research further, fostering a culture of academic integrity
essential to the discipline.

Political science, with its reliance on a diverse range of sources from
historical documents and legal texts to contemporary media and statistical
data, benefits greatly from a flexible yet standardized citation system. CMOS
accommodates this diversity through its two primary citation systems: the
notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. While the author-date
system is prevalent in some social sciences, the notes-bibliography system is
more commonly encountered and preferred in many political science subfields,
particularly those with a historical or theoretical bent. Understanding when
and how to employ each is a fundamental skill for political science scholars.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Cornerstone of
Political Science Citations

The notes-bibliography system, central to the Chicago Manual of Style,
utilizes footnotes or endnotes to cite sources. In political science papers,
this system is invaluable for allowing extensive commentary and in-depth
discussion within the main text without disrupting the narrative flow. Each
note provides a precise reference to the source material, including author,
title, publication details, and specific page numbers. This granular level of
citation is critical for political scientists who often engage with complex
arguments and detailed evidence that require precise sourcing.

When to Use Footnotes vs. Endnotes
The choice between footnotes and endnotes is largely a matter of preference,
often dictated by institutional guidelines or individual instructor
requirements. Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the reference
is made, offering immediate context for the reader. Endnotes, conversely, are
compiled at the end of the paper. For political science research, footnotes
can be particularly effective when you want to provide supplementary
information or extensive annotations that would otherwise interrupt the main
body of your argument. Endnotes, however, can present a cleaner, more
streamlined main text.

Formatting Notes in Chicago Style
The specific formatting of notes in CMOS is highly detailed. The first
citation of a source in a note will include all bibliographic information,
whereas subsequent citations of the same source will use a shortened form.
This includes the author's last name, a shortened title of the work, and the
page number. For example, a first citation might look like this: John Smith,



Theories of Democracy (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45. A
subsequent citation for the same work would be: Smith, Theories of Democracy,
112.

It is crucial to pay close attention to punctuation, capitalization, and the
order of information within each note. For instance, book titles are
italicized, while article titles are enclosed in quotation marks. Commas and
periods are used in specific sequences. Deviations from these rules, no
matter how minor, can detract from the professionalism of your political
science paper and, in some cases, may even lead to accusations of sloppiness
or lack of attention to detail.

Citing Different Source Types in Notes
Political science papers frequently draw upon a wide array of sources,
including books, journal articles, government documents, archival materials,
and online resources. CMOS provides specific guidelines for each type:

Books: Author's full name, Title of Book (Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year), page number(s).

Journal Articles: Author's full name, "Title of Article," Title of
Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): page number(s).

Government Documents: Include the issuing agency, title of the document,
publication details, and relevant page numbers. For official
proceedings, cite the official record.

Websites and Online Resources: Author (if available), "Title of Specific
Page/Article," Title of Website, publication date (if available), URL,
accessed Date.

Remember to consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for the
most up-to-date formatting requirements, as these can be updated
periodically. Accuracy in these details is paramount for establishing your
credibility as a political science researcher.

Crafting a Comprehensive Bibliography for
Political Science Research

Complementing the notes-bibliography system is the bibliography, a crucial
component of any Chicago-style political science paper. The bibliography,
also known as a works cited page, provides a complete alphabetical list of
all the sources you have cited in your paper. This allows readers to easily
locate the original materials and conduct their own research, fostering a



transparent and reproducible academic process. For political science, where
grounding arguments in empirical evidence and theoretical frameworks is
vital, a well-constructed bibliography is a testament to thorough research.

Structure and Alphabetization
The bibliography should be organized alphabetically by the author's last
name. If multiple works by the same author are cited, they should be listed
chronologically by publication date. If there are multiple works by the same
author in the same year, subsequent works should be designated with lowercase
letters (e.g., 2020a, 2020b). This systematic approach ensures that your
bibliography is not only comprehensive but also easily navigable for your
readers.

Formatting Bibliography Entries
Bibliography entries in CMOS share many similarities with the first citation
in a note but have distinct formatting conventions. Notably, the author's
last name is listed first, followed by their first name. Book titles are
italicized, and article titles are placed in quotation marks. The publisher
and year of publication are also included. For example, a book entry in a
bibliography would appear as: Smith, John. Theories of Democracy. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2020.

The precise formatting extends to punctuation and capitalization. For
instance, the title of the journal in which an article appears is italicized,
and the volume and issue numbers are presented in a specific order. Adhering
strictly to these guidelines ensures that your bibliography is consistent
with the rest of your paper and with academic standards in the field of
political science. Familiarize yourself with the CMOS guidelines for
different source types to avoid common errors.

Key Elements of Bibliography Entries
Each entry in your bibliography should contain essential information to
identify the source fully. For books, this includes:

Author's name

Full title of the book (italicized)

Place of publication

Publisher's name

Year of publication



For journal articles, the entry will include:

Author's name

Article title (in quotation marks)

Journal title (italicized)

Volume and issue number

Year of publication

Page range of the article

It is imperative to check your bibliography against your notes and vice versa
to ensure that every cited source appears in the bibliography and that every
entry in the bibliography corresponds to a citation within the text. This
cross-referencing is vital for academic integrity in political science
research.

Formatting Your Political Science Paper
According to Chicago Style

Beyond citation, the Chicago Manual of Style provides guidelines for the
overall presentation of your political science paper. Proper formatting
enhances readability and conveys a sense of professionalism, which is crucial
when presenting scholarly arguments. Adhering to these formatting conventions
demonstrates your respect for academic standards and your commitment to
presenting your research in the clearest possible manner.

Manuscript Preparation
Chicago style generally recommends a double-spaced manuscript for
readability. This applies to the main text, block quotations, notes, and the
bibliography. Margins should typically be set at one inch on all sides. Page
numbers are usually placed in the upper right-hand corner, starting from the
title page (though some instructors may request numbering to begin with the
first page of the text).

Title Page and Running Heads
While a formal title page is often required, its specific format can vary.
Generally, it should include the title of the paper, your name, the course
name, the instructor's name, and the date. Running heads, or headers, are



less common in Chicago style compared to other citation systems but may be
requested by your instructor. If required, the running head typically
includes a shortened version of your paper's title and the page number.

Tables, Figures, and Illustrations
Political science research often incorporates data presented in tables,
figures, and illustrations. CMOS provides guidance on how to format these
elements. Each table or figure should have a clear title and be numbered
sequentially (e.g., Table 1, Figure 1). Notes accompanying tables and figures
should be placed directly below them and formatted according to Chicago
style. Ensure that all visual elements are clearly labeled and referenced
within the main text of your paper.

Block Quotations
When quoting passages longer than approximately five lines (or 100 words),
Chicago style dictates the use of block quotations. These are indented from
the left margin without quotation marks. The citation for a block quotation
follows the quotation directly and is usually placed after the final
punctuation mark of the quote.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for
Political Science Papers

Navigating the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style can present
challenges, and political science students and researchers often encounter
common pitfalls. Being aware of these can help you avoid them and ensure a
polished final product. Meticulous proofreading and careful attention to
detail are your most powerful tools.

Inconsistent Citation Practices
One of the most frequent errors is inconsistency in applying citation rules.
This can manifest as variations in formatting between footnotes and the
bibliography, or within different types of sources. Always refer to your
primary CMOS guide or a reliable secondary source for consistent application
across your entire paper. Double-check every note and bibliography entry
against your style guide.



Incorrectly Formatted Punctuation and Capitalization
The specific use of commas, periods, capitalization, and italics is crucial
in CMOS. For instance, the distinction between italicizing book titles and
using quotation marks for article titles must be consistently maintained. Pay
close attention to the punctuation within notes and bibliography entries, as
these are often overlooked but are critical for adherence to the style.

Omitting Essential Bibliographic Information
Another common mistake is leaving out vital pieces of information in
citations, such as the publication year, publisher, or page numbers. For
political science papers, precise sourcing is non-negotiable. Ensure that all
required elements for each source type are present and correctly formatted.
This includes accurate retrieval dates for online sources.

Tips for Success

Consult the Latest Edition: Always use the most recent edition of The
Chicago Manual of Style. Styles evolve, and older editions may contain
outdated information.

Use Citation Management Software Wisely: Tools like Zotero or EndNote
can be helpful, but they are not foolproof. Always review and correct
their output to ensure it conforms precisely to CMOS.

Proofread Meticulously: Read through your paper multiple times,
specifically looking for citation errors, formatting inconsistencies,
and grammatical mistakes.

Seek Clarification: If you are unsure about a specific formatting rule,
consult your instructor or a writing center. It is better to ask than to
make a persistent error.

Practice Regularly: The more you apply Chicago style, the more
comfortable and proficient you will become. Treat each paper as an
opportunity to hone your skills.

By understanding these common issues and adopting best practices, you can
confidently apply Chicago Manual of Style to your political science papers,
enhancing the credibility and impact of your research. This dedication to
accuracy and presentation reflects positively on your scholarly endeavors.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes
and endnotes in Chicago style for political science
papers?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled
at the end of the paper. Both serve the same purpose of citing sources and
providing commentary.

Q: Should I use the notes-bibliography system or the
author-date system for my political science paper?
A: The notes-bibliography system is generally more common and often preferred
in political science, especially in fields with historical or theoretical
components. However, always check your specific course or publisher
guidelines, as some disciplines or instructors may prefer the author-date
system.

Q: How do I cite a government document in a Chicago-
style political science paper?
A: Citing government documents requires including the issuing agency, the
title of the document, publication details (place, publisher, year), and the
specific page numbers. The exact format can vary depending on whether it is a
legislative act, a report, or a hearing.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in a
Chicago-style political science paper?
A: The bibliography provides a comprehensive, alphabetized list of all
sources cited in the paper. Its purpose is to allow readers to easily locate
and consult the original materials, thereby supporting academic transparency
and enabling further research.

Q: How do I handle subsequent citations of the same
source in Chicago style notes?
A: After the first full citation of a source in a note, subsequent citations
for that same source use a shortened form. This typically includes the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the relevant page
number.



Q: Are there specific rules for citing online news
articles in Chicago style for political science?
A: Yes, for online news articles, you generally need to include the author's
name (if available), the title of the article, the name of the news
publication, the publication date, and the URL. It's also advisable to
include an access date.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when
formatting a bibliography in Chicago style for
political science?
A: Common mistakes include incorrect alphabetization, inconsistent formatting
of titles (italicized vs. quoted), missing publication details, and errors in
punctuation. It is crucial to be precise with every element.

Q: Can I use citation management software for my
Chicago-style political science paper?
A: Yes, citation management software like Zotero or EndNote can be helpful
for organizing sources. However, it is essential to always review and
manually adjust the generated citations to ensure they precisely adhere to
the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines.
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