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Article Title: Mastering Chicago Manual Style Linguistics Citation: A Comprehensive Guide

Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Linguistics

chicago manual style linguistics citation is a critical skill for any academic or researcher
working within the field of linguistics. Navigating the intricacies of this widely adopted citation
system ensures academic integrity and allows for clear, consistent attribution of sources. This guide
will delve into the core principles of Chicago style as applied to linguistic research, covering both
the author-date and notes-bibliography systems. We will explore common source types encountered
in linguistics, such as journal articles, books, conference proceedings, and dissertations, providing
detailed instructions on how to cite them accurately. Understanding these nuances is paramount for
producing polished, scholarly work that adheres to established academic standards.

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. While both achieve the goal of proper source attribution, they
differ in their presentation. The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite
sources, with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the work. The author-date system,
conversely, uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and the
publication year, followed by a reference list. For linguistic research, the choice between these
systems often depends on the specific journal, publisher, or academic department's requirements.
This article will provide a comprehensive overview of both, with a focus on common linguistic source
materials and their correct formatting.

Effectively implementing Chicago Manual Style for linguistics demands attention to detail. This
guide aims to demystify the process, offering practical advice for citing a broad spectrum of
linguistic materials. From seminal linguistic texts to cutting-edge journal articles and specialized
dissertations, mastering these citation conventions will enhance the credibility and readability of
your scholarly contributions. We will cover the essential elements of bibliographic entries and in-text
citations, ensuring you can confidently attribute all borrowed ideas, data, and theories.
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Notes-Bibliography System in Linguistics Citation

The notes-bibliography system is favored in many humanities and some social science disciplines,
and it finds application in linguistics, particularly when detailed commentary or extensive source
engagement is required. This system involves superscript numbers within the text that correspond
to either footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes (collected at the end of the
document). Each note provides the bibliographic information for the cited source. The subsequent
bibliography then lists all sources consulted, alphabetized by the author's last name.

In the notes-bibliography system, the first note for a given source typically includes full bibliographic
details. Subsequent notes for the same source can be shortened, usually including the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page number. For example, a first note might be: "1. Noam
Chomsky, Syntactic Structures (The Hague: Mouton, 1957), 15." A subsequent note could be: "7.
Chomsky, Syntactic Structures, 42." This approach allows for clear attribution without excessive
repetition in the main text.

The bibliography, a crucial component of this system, provides a complete alphabetical listing of all
sources cited in the notes. Each entry in the bibliography should be formatted consistently according
to Chicago style guidelines. For books, this typically includes the author's full name, title (italicized),
publication place, publisher, and year of publication. For journal articles, it would include the
author, article title, journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, date, and page range of the
article.

Footnotes and Endnotes in Linguistics

Footnotes and endnotes serve as the primary mechanism for source attribution in the notes-
bibliography system. They are crucial for indicating precisely where specific ideas, quotations, or
data have been drawn from. For linguistic research, this means meticulously linking every assertion
or piece of evidence to its original source, whether it be a theoretical framework, an empirical study,
or a linguistic example.

When creating footnotes or endnotes, precision is key. The note number should immediately follow
the word or punctuation mark it refers to. The content of the note should accurately reflect the
source. For direct quotations, the page number is essential. For paraphrased ideas, the page number
is still recommended if the idea is specific, or it can be omitted if the entire work is being
referenced. The formatting within the notes, particularly the punctuation and capitalization, must
strictly adhere to CMOS standards.

The Bibliography in Notes-Bibliography System

The bibliography is an indispensable element of the notes-bibliography system, offering a
comprehensive and organized list of all referenced works. It allows readers to easily locate and



consult the original sources. The organization is strictly alphabetical by the author's last name. If
multiple works by the same author are cited, they are listed chronologically by publication date, with
earlier works appearing first. If the same author has multiple works from the same year, they are
distinguished by adding a lowercase letter (a, b, c) after the year, both in the notes and the
bibliography.

Author-Date System in Linguistics Citation

The author-date system, widely used in the social sciences, is also a viable and increasingly popular
option for citation in linguistics. Its primary advantage lies in its conciseness within the text, making
it less intrusive to the flow of reading. In-text citations consist of the author's last name and the year
of publication, typically enclosed in parentheses. A corresponding reference list at the end of the
document provides full bibliographic details for each in-text citation.

The author-date system streamlines the citation process by integrating source information directly
into the narrative. For instance, a sentence might read: "This phenomenon has been extensively
documented (Smith 2019, 45)." Alternatively, if the author's name is part of the sentence, only the
year and page number are needed: "Smith (2019, 45) further elaborates on this phenomenon." This
system is particularly useful for studies that involve extensive empirical data or detailed
methodological descriptions, where frequent citation is necessary.

The reference list in the author-date system is crucial for providing the complete bibliographic
information for every source cited in the text. Unlike the bibliography in the notes-bibliography
system, the reference list is generally shorter, containing only the works that have been directly
referenced in the body of the paper. The entries are alphabetized by the author's last name, and
each entry follows a specific format dictated by CMOS for the author-date system.

In-Text Citations in Author-Date System

In-text citations in the author-date system are brief and informative, designed to give readers
immediate access to the source of information. They typically include the author's last name and the
year of publication. If you are quoting directly or referring to a specific part of the source, the page
number(s) should also be included. For example, (Johnson 2022, 112-115) or (Garcia 2021). When
the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, the year can follow directly, e.g., "As Garcia (2021)
argues..."

When citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, CMOS requires distinguishing
them by adding lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) to the year, both in the in-text citation and in the
reference list. For example, (Lee 2020a) and (Lee 2020b). Similarly, if multiple authors contributed
to a work, their names are included as they appear on the publication, often separated by an
ampersand (&) in parenthetical citations, e.g., (Kim & Park 2018). For works with three or more
authors, CMOS typically recommends citing the first author followed by "et al." (e.g., Brown et al.
2017).



The Reference List in Author-Date System

The reference list is the cornerstone of the author-date system, providing the full details for every in-
text citation. It is presented alphabetically by the author's last name at the end of the document.
Each entry must be meticulously formatted according to CMOS guidelines, ensuring consistency and
clarity. For example, a typical book entry might look like: Chomsky, Noam. 2002. The Architecture of
Language. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Journal article entries in the reference list are also specific. They include the author(s), year of
publication, article title, journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers, and the page range of
the article. For example: O'Grady, William, John Archibald, Michael Dobrovolsky, and Mark Aronoff.
1997. Contemporary Linguistics: An Introduction. 3rd ed. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's. This
detailed formatting ensures that any reader can readily retrieve the cited material.

Citing Common Linguistic Source Types

Linguistics research often involves a diverse range of source materials, and accurate citation for
each is paramount. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for citing various types
of publications, from foundational books to contemporary journal articles and ephemeral conference
papers.

Citing Books in Linguistics

Books are fundamental to linguistic scholarship, whether they are theoretical treatises,
comprehensive grammars, or collections of essays. When citing a book using the notes-bibliography
system, the note would include the author's name, title (italicized), publication details (place,
publisher, year), and relevant page numbers. In the bibliography, the format is similar but typically
omits page numbers unless referring to a specific chapter by a different author within an edited
volume.

For the author-date system, an in-text citation would be (Author Last Name Year, Page). The
reference list entry would include the author's full name, year of publication, book title (italicized),
and publication details. For example: Lightfoot, David W. 2006. Government and Binding Theory
Explained. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. This systematic approach ensures clarity and proper
attribution for all book-length works consulted.

Citing Journal Articles in Linguistics

Journal articles are a primary medium for disseminating new research in linguistics. Citing them
accurately is vital for acknowledging the work of fellow scholars. In the notes-bibliography system, a
note would include the author, article title, journal title (italicized), volume and issue numbers,
publication year, and specific page numbers. The bibliography entry would mirror this but generally
include the full page range of the article.

For the author-date system, an in-text citation would be (Author Last Name Year, Page). The
reference list entry would include: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. “Article Title.” Journal Title



Volume (Issue): Page range. For example: Labov, William. 1972. “Sociolinguistic Patterns.”
University of Pennsylvania Publications in Linguistics 1 (3): 1-114. Adhering to these formats
ensures that readers can easily locate the precise articles you have referenced.

Citing Conference Proceedings and Papers

Conference proceedings and papers are increasingly important for sharing timely research in
linguistics. Citing these can be more complex due to varying publication formats. Generally, for
proceedings published as books or in journals, follow the standard book or journal article format. If
citing an unpublished paper presented at a conference, include the author, title of the paper,
conference name, location, and date. For published proceedings, ensure you cite the specific
publication within which the paper appears.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses represent significant scholarly contributions, especially for emerging
researchers. When citing a dissertation or thesis, include the author's name, title (italicized), the
degree sought (e.g., PhD dissertation, MA thesis), the university, and the year of completion. For the
notes-bibliography system, the note would include these details plus page numbers. In the author-
date system's reference list, the entry would be structured similarly, clearly indicating the type of
academic work and the awarding institution.

Special Considerations for Linguistics Citations

Linguistics, as a discipline, often deals with specific types of data and theoretical constructs that
require particular attention in citation practices. This includes citing linguistic examples, data sets,
software, and corpora. Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style's flexibility and principles is key to
accurately representing these specialized resources.

Citing Linguistic Examples and Data

When presenting linguistic examples within your text, whether they are phonetic transcriptions,
syntactic structures, or semantic representations, it is crucial to cite their origin. If the example is
original, you may not need a citation, but if it is borrowed, you must attribute it. For examples taken
directly from a source, provide the citation immediately following the example, often with a page
number. For instance: (Chomsky 1957, 10).

If you are presenting a corpus or a specific data set, the citation should reflect the nature of the
resource. This might involve citing the corpus name, its source (e.g., university, research group),
and its version or publication date. For instance, if referencing a corpus used in a specific study, you
would cite the study itself. For well-established corpora, a general citation of the corpus name and
its custodians might suffice, with further details in a note or the reference list.



Citing Software and Online Resources

The use of linguistic software and online resources is ubiquitous in modern research. When citing
software, include the software name, version number, and developer or company. For online
resources, cite the author or organization, the title of the specific page or resource, the website
name, and the URL. Crucially, include the date you accessed the resource, as online content can
change. For example, for a webpage: Linguistic Data Consortium. n.d. "Penn Parsed Corpora of
English." Accessed October 26, 2023. http://www.ldc.upenn.edu/corpora/english.

When citing linguistic software, like computational linguistics tools or statistical packages used for
analysis, provide sufficient detail for replication. For a note: “We used the R statistical package,
version 4.2.1, with the "lme4" package (Bates et al. 2022).” For a reference list entry in author-date:
Bates, Douglas, Micheluer, Sae, and Martin Maechler. 2022. "Ime4: Linear Mixed-Effects Models
using Eigen and S4°. R package version 1.1-29. https://CRAN.R-project.org/package=Ime4.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Chicago Style
Linguistics

Achieving accuracy and consistency in Chicago Manual Style for linguistics citations is not merely
about following rules; it's about upholding the principles of scholarly integrity and facilitating clear
communication within the academic community. Meticulous attention to detail across all source
types and citation formats is paramount.

One of the most effective strategies for ensuring accuracy is to maintain a consistent approach
throughout your document. Whichever system you choose (notes-bibliography or author-date), apply
its rules uniformly. This includes the formatting of names, titles, punctuation, and the use of italics
or quotation marks. Regularly consult the Chicago Manual of Style itself, especially the latest
edition, as guidelines can evolve. Online resources and university writing centers can also offer
valuable support and examples specific to linguistic contexts.

Proofreading is an indispensable step. After drafting your manuscript, dedicate specific time to
reviewing your citations. Check for any discrepancies between your in-text citations and your
bibliography/reference list. Ensure that every source cited in the text appears in the list, and vice
versa. Verify that page numbers are correct for direct quotations and that all names and dates are
accurately transcribed. A final check for consistent formatting according to CMOS will significantly
enhance the professionalism and credibility of your linguistic research.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Researchers often encounter common pitfalls when applying Chicago Manual Style to linguistic
citations. One frequent mistake is inconsistent formatting between notes and the bibliography, or
between the author-date in-text citations and the reference list. Another common issue is the
incorrect citation of electronic resources, particularly regarding access dates and URLs, or
forgetting to cite even when paraphrasing specific linguistic concepts or findings.

Misinterpreting the distinction between primary and secondary sources can also lead to citation



errors. For instance, citing a commentary on a historical linguistic text as if it were the original text
itself. Furthermore, failing to cite linguistic examples or data properly, even when they are from a
published source, can be considered a breach of academic integrity. Diligent adherence to CMOS
guidelines for each source type is the best way to prevent these errors.

Leveraging CMOS Resources

The Chicago Manual of Style is a comprehensive resource, and its official website offers valuable
tools, including a Q&A section that addresses a wide array of citation questions. Many academic
institutions provide style guides tailored to their specific disciplines, which can offer further
clarification. For linguistic researchers, looking for guides specifically mentioning linguistics or
related fields can be particularly helpful in navigating genre-specific citation challenges.

Utilizing citation management software can also be beneficial. Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can help organize your sources and generate bibliographies in various styles, including
Chicago. However, it is crucial to remember that these are tools, and you are still responsible for
ensuring the accuracy and adherence to specific CMOS requirements, as software can sometimes
produce minor errors. A final manual review is always recommended.

FAQ:

Q: What is the difference between the notes-bibliography and
author-date systems in Chicago Manual Style for linguistics?

A: The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, with a
comprehensive bibliography at the end. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations
(Author Year, Page) and a reference list at the end. The choice often depends on the specific
publication or academic requirements.

Q: How do I cite a journal article in linguistics using Chicago
Manual Style?

A: For the notes-bibliography system, a note would include author, article title, journal title
(italicized), volume, issue, year, and page. The bibliography entry includes the full page range. For
the author-date system, an in-text citation is (Author Year, Page), and the reference list entry is
Author Last Name, First Name. Year. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page range.

Q: What is the correct way to cite linguistic examples in
Chicago Manual Style?

A: If a linguistic example is directly quoted or paraphrased from a source, it must be cited. The
citation should appear immediately after the example, including the author, year, and page number
(e.g., (Smith 2020, 15)). If the example is original to your work, no citation is needed unless you are
presenting novel data that requires attribution.



Q: How should I cite a dissertation or thesis in linguistics
using Chicago Manual Style?

A: For both systems, you'll need the author's name, title (italicized), degree sought (e.g., PhD
dissertation), university, and year of completion. The notes-bibliography system will include this in a
note with page numbers, and the bibliography will list it fully. The author-date system will have an
in-text citation and a reference list entry with these details.

Q: Can I use citation management software with Chicago
Manual Style for linguistics?

A: Yes, citation management software like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can generate citations and
bibliographies in Chicago style. However, it is essential to review the generated citations for
accuracy and adherence to specific CMOS guidelines, as these tools are not always perfect.

Q: What is the importance of citing software used in linguistic
research?

A: Citing software is crucial for academic integrity and reproducibility. It allows other researchers to
identify the specific tools and versions used in your analysis, ensuring transparency and the ability
to replicate your findings. The citation should include the software name, version number, and
developer.

Q: How do I handle citing multiple works by the same author
in the same year in Chicago Manual Style for linguistics?

A: In both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, you must distinguish multiple works by
the same author in the same year by adding lowercase letters (a, b, c) after the year. This is applied
to both the in-text citation (e.g., Smith 2021a) and the bibliography/reference list entry.

Chicago Manual Style Linquistics Citation

Chicago Manual Style Linguistics Citation

Related Articles

e chicago manual style for research papers
¢ chicago manual title page for book chapters
e chicago manual style copyright for blog posts

Back to Home


https://www.chem.study/textbooks-028/chicago-manual-style-linguistics-citation.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-028/chicago-manual-style-for-research-papers.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-028/chicago-manual-title-page-for-book-chapters.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-028/chicago-manual-style-copyright-for-blog-posts.pdf
https://www.chem.study

