
chicago manual style for political science research

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a cornerstone for academic writing, and its application in

political science research is both crucial and multifaceted. Adhering to CMOS ensures clarity,

consistency, and credibility in presenting complex political theories, empirical data, and policy

analyses. This guide will delve into the essential elements of the Chicago Manual of Style specifically

tailored for political science research, covering everything from citation practices to formatting nuances.

We will explore the dual citation systems, the intricacies of citing various sources common in political

science, and best practices for structuring your research papers, dissertations, and articles.

Understanding these guidelines is paramount for any scholar aiming to contribute meaningfully to the

field.
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Conclusion: Elevating Political Science Research with CMOS

Understanding Chicago Manual Style for Political Science

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers a comprehensive framework for academic writing, and its

adoption within political science research signifies a commitment to rigorous scholarship and clear

communication. Political science, by its nature, involves engaging with a wide array of textual

evidence, theoretical frameworks, and empirical data, making a standardized citation and formatting

system indispensable. CMOS provides the necessary structure to present these elements accurately

and effectively, ensuring that readers can easily trace sources and understand the provenance of

arguments. This manual addresses the specific needs of disciplines like political science by offering

detailed guidance on citing a diverse range of materials, from historical documents to contemporary

online sources.

Embracing the Chicago Manual of Style for political science research means more than just following

rules; it’s about cultivating a scholarly discipline that enhances the integrity and impact of your work.

Whether you are a graduate student crafting a thesis or a seasoned researcher preparing a journal

article, a thorough understanding of CMOS principles will elevate your writing. This guide will unpack

the core components of CMOS as they apply to political science, from fundamental citation methods to

the specific challenges of referencing materials unique to the discipline.

Core Principles of CMOS in Political Science

At its heart, the Chicago Manual of Style champions clarity, consistency, and precision in academic

writing. For political science research, these principles translate into several key considerations. Firstly,

accuracy in citation is paramount; any deviation can lead to misinterpretation or accusations of

scholarly misconduct. Secondly, consistency in formatting ensures that a paper is not only legible but

also adheres to the expected standards of academic publishing. Political science often deals with



complex arguments that build upon intricate theoretical foundations, and a consistent presentation aids

in the logical progression of these ideas.

Furthermore, CMOS emphasizes the importance of providing readers with all the necessary

information to locate and verify sources. This is particularly vital in political science, where debates

often hinge on the interpretation of specific texts, speeches, or policy documents. By adhering to

CMOS, researchers demonstrate respect for the intellectual contributions of others and build a

foundation of trust with their audience. The manual’s detailed guidelines cover everything from the

minutiae of punctuation to the structure of complex bibliographies, offering a robust system for

scholarly communication.

Citation Systems in Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary citation systems, both widely accepted in academic

circles, but one is generally preferred for political science research. Understanding the distinctions

between these systems is the first step in effectively applying CMOS to your work. The choice of

system often depends on the specific requirements of a journal, publisher, or academic department.

Political scientists frequently opt for a system that allows for detailed commentary and nuanced

argumentation, which the Notes and Bibliography system facilitates.

However, the Author-Date system also has its place, especially in fields that emphasize rapid

information dissemination and clear attribution of data. Regardless of the chosen system, the

overarching goal remains the same: to provide clear, accurate, and comprehensive information about

the sources used.

Notes and Bibliography System

The Notes and Bibliography system is a cornerstone of Chicago style and is particularly favored in



many humanities and social science disciplines, including political science. This system uses

numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources directly within the text. Each note provides full

bibliographic information for the first citation of a source, and subsequent citations of the same source

are shortened. This method allows for a clean, uncluttered text, keeping the narrative flow

uninterrupted.

Following the main body of the text, a comprehensive bibliography lists all the sources cited in the

notes, presented in alphabetical order by author’s last name. This dual approach—detailed notes within

the text and a complete list at the end—offers readers multiple ways to access source information. For

political science research that often involves extensive engagement with primary sources and

secondary literature, the Notes and Bibliography system provides a flexible and thorough way to

manage citations and integrate scholarly commentary.

Author-Date System

The Author-Date system, while less common in traditional political science scholarship than the Notes

and Bibliography system, is a viable and often preferred option in certain subfields and for specific

publications. In this system, citations appear in parentheses within the text, typically including the

author’s last name, the year of publication, and page numbers (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)). This in-text

citation immediately directs the reader to the corresponding full entry in a reference list, which is found

at the end of the paper and organized alphabetically by author’s last name.

The Author-Date system is known for its conciseness and efficiency, making it easy to track sources

quickly, especially in empirical studies or research that relies heavily on quantitative data. While it may

not allow for the extensive explanatory notes possible with the other system, it ensures that the core

bibliographic information is readily accessible without disrupting the reading experience. Political

science researchers who find themselves publishing in journals that favor this system should

familiarize themselves with its specific conventions.



Citing Specific Political Science Sources

Political science research frequently draws upon a diverse range of materials, from foundational texts

in political theory to contemporary policy analyses and government reports. The Chicago Manual of

Style provides detailed guidelines for citing these varied sources, ensuring that each is presented with

the necessary bibliographic detail for verification and further study. Accurate citation is not merely a

formality; it is fundamental to academic integrity and the advancement of knowledge in the field.

Understanding how to cite specific types of documents is crucial for maintaining consistency and

credibility. The following sections will detail the correct methods for citing common sources

encountered in political science research, offering practical examples for both the Notes and

Bibliography and Author-Date systems where applicable.

Books and Book Chapters

Books are foundational to political science scholarship, offering in-depth analysis of theories, historical

events, and political systems. When citing a whole book in Chicago style, you will need the author(s),

title (italicized), publication city, publisher, and year. For a chapter within an edited volume, you must

also include the chapter author(s), the chapter title, and the editor(s) of the volume. Precision in these

details is essential for both systems.

For the Notes and Bibliography system, a full note would look something like this:

1. John Smith, Theories of Democracy (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019), 78.

A subsequent note for the same source might be:

2. Smith, Theories of Democracy, 95.



The bibliography entry would be:

Smith, John. Theories of Democracy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019.

When citing a chapter:

1. Jane Doe, “Comparative Political Systems,” in Foundations of Political Analysis, ed. Richard

Roe (New York: Academic Press, 2021), 112.

The bibliography entry for the chapter:

Doe, Jane. “Comparative Political Systems.” In Foundations of Political Analysis, edited by

Richard Roe, 105–130. New York: Academic Press, 2021.

For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (Smith 2019, 78) and (Doe 2021, 112). The

reference list entry would follow a similar format to the bibliography entry above.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are a primary vehicle for disseminating current research in political science. Citing

them accurately ensures that readers can access the latest findings and theoretical debates. The key

elements include the author(s), article title (in quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume and

issue numbers, year of publication, and page range.

Using the Notes and Bibliography system, a full note might appear as:

3. David Lee, “The Evolution of Presidential Power,” Journal of American Politics 45, no. 2

(2020): 155.



A shortened subsequent note:

4. Lee, “Evolution of Presidential Power,” 160.

The bibliography entry:

Lee, David. “The Evolution of Presidential Power.” Journal of American Politics 45, no. 2 (2020):

155–175.

In the Author-Date system, the in-text citation would be (Lee 2020, 155). The reference list entry would

mirror the bibliography entry’s structure.

Government Documents and Reports

Government documents, legislative records, and policy reports are indispensable primary sources in

political science. Their citation can be complex due to varying formats and issuing bodies. The general

principle is to identify the authoring body, the title of the document, and the date of publication. For

official publications, often the government agency itself serves as the author.

Consider citing a report from a congressional committee:

5. United States, Congress, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Report on International

Security Challenges, 117th Cong., 2d sess., 2022.

The bibliography entry would be:

United States. Congress. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. Report on International

Security Challenges. 117th Cong., 2d sess., 2022.



For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation might be (United States, Senate Committee on Foreign

Relations 2022). When citing online government documents, include a stable URL if available.

Websites and Online Resources

In the digital age, political science research increasingly incorporates data and analysis from websites,

online archives, and digital databases. Citing these sources requires attention to author, title, website

name, publication date (if available), and the specific URL, along with an access date. The stability of

online content means an access date is crucial for reproducibility.

An example for a website:

6. Pew Research Center, “Democracy in America: 2022 Survey,” last modified October 15,

2022, https://www.pewresearch.org/democracy/2022/10/15/democracy-in-america-2022-survey/.

The bibliography entry:

Pew Research Center. “Democracy in America: 2022 Survey.” Last modified October 15, 2022.

https://www.pewresearch.org/democracy/2022/10/15/democracy-in-america-2022-survey/.

For the Author-Date system, the in-text citation could be (Pew Research Center 2022). Ensure the

URL is active and leads directly to the cited content.

Formatting Guidelines for Political Science Research

Beyond citation, the Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive formatting guidelines that are

essential for presenting political science research in a professional and academic manner. Adhering to



these conventions ensures that your work is not only clear and readable but also meets the expected

standards of academic journals, publishers, and institutions. Proper formatting contributes significantly

to the overall credibility and impact of your research, making complex ideas more accessible to your

audience.

These guidelines extend to various elements of your paper, including how to present supplementary

materials and how to structure your bibliographical apparatus. Consistency in formatting across your

entire document is key to demonstrating scholarly rigor and attention to detail.

Footnotes and Endnotes

Within the Notes and Bibliography system, footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) and

endnotes (appearing at the end of the chapter or document) serve as the primary mechanism for citing

sources and providing supplementary commentary. Each note is typically keyed to a superscript Arabic

numeral in the text. The content of a note can include full bibliographic details for an initial citation,

shortened citations for subsequent references, or explanatory material that is too detailed for the main

text but still relevant to the reader’s understanding.

For political science, these notes can be invaluable for clarifying theoretical nuances, providing brief

historical context, or engaging with tangential arguments without disrupting the main flow of the

research. It is crucial to maintain consistency in whether you use footnotes or endnotes and to ensure

that the numbering is sequential and accurate throughout the document.

Bibliographies

Whether you are using the Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date system, a bibliography

or reference list is a critical component of your political science research paper. This section provides

a complete alphabetical listing of all sources consulted and cited within your work. The purpose of the



bibliography is to allow readers to easily locate and verify the sources you have used, thereby

strengthening the trustworthiness of your arguments.

The structure of bibliography entries must strictly follow CMOS guidelines, including author names,

titles, publication details, and the order of elements. For political science, this means meticulously

listing all relevant books, articles, government documents, and online resources. A well-crafted

bibliography is a testament to thorough research and intellectual honesty.

Tables and Figures

Political science research often relies on data visualization through tables and figures to present

empirical findings, statistical analysis, and comparative data. The Chicago Manual of Style offers

specific guidance on how to format these elements to ensure clarity and professionalism. Each table

and figure should have a clear title and a number (e.g., Table 1, Figure 1). Notes below tables and

figures can provide additional context, define abbreviations, or indicate the source of the data.

It is important to ensure that tables and figures are legible, properly labeled, and integrated logically

within the text, often appearing shortly after their first mention. Consistency in the design and labeling

of tables and figures across your entire research paper enhances readability and reinforces the

professional presentation of your findings.

Incorporating Chicago Style into Your Political Science

Workflow

Successfully integrating the Chicago Manual of Style into your political science research workflow

requires a proactive approach. It’s not merely about applying rules at the end of the writing process

but about developing habits that ensure compliance from the outset. By making CMOS a natural part



of your research methodology, you can avoid significant revisions and ensure the highest quality of

academic presentation.

This involves not only understanding the rules but also adopting practices that facilitate their consistent

application. The goal is to make the process of adhering to CMOS as seamless as possible, allowing

you to focus on the intellectual content of your research.

Developing Good Citation Habits

Developing robust citation habits is arguably the most critical aspect of incorporating Chicago style into

your political science research. From the very beginning of your research process, it is advisable to

meticulously record all bibliographic information for every source you consult, even if you are unsure

whether you will ultimately cite it. This can be done using a notebook, a spreadsheet, or a dedicated

citation management software.

When you first encounter a source, immediately create a record that includes all necessary details for

a full citation (author, title, publisher, date, journal information, URL, etc.). As you write, input citations

directly into your document using either the Notes and Bibliography system or the Author-Date system.

This practice minimizes the risk of errors, forgotten sources, or the daunting task of reconstructing

bibliographic data late in the process.

Tools and Resources for Chicago Style Compliance

Fortunately, numerous tools and resources are available to assist political science researchers in

adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style. Citation management software, such as Zotero, Mendeley, or

EndNote, can automate the process of generating bibliographies and in-text citations in various styles,

including Chicago. These tools help maintain consistency and accuracy, saving considerable time and

effort.



Additionally, online resources like the CMOS website itself, university writing center guides, and style

manuals specifically tailored for social sciences can provide valuable quick references and

clarifications. Referring to these resources regularly, especially when encountering a new type of

source or a complex citation scenario, is an effective strategy for maintaining compliance. The Chicago

Manual of Style Online is an indispensable and authoritative source for addressing any query.

Conclusion: Elevating Political Science Research with CMOS

The Chicago Manual of Style provides a rigorous and comprehensive framework that significantly

enhances the quality and credibility of political science research. By mastering its citation systems,

understanding the nuances of referencing diverse scholarly materials, and adhering to its formatting

guidelines, political scientists can ensure their work is presented with clarity, accuracy, and academic

integrity. The adoption of CMOS is not merely a matter of compliance but a strategic choice that

elevates the presentation and impact of research, facilitating deeper engagement with complex ideas

and fostering trust among readers and peers.

The emphasis on precision in sourcing and consistency in presentation allows for the robust

exploration of political phenomena, from theoretical debates to empirical analyses. By internalizing the

principles of the Chicago Manual of Style and integrating it effectively into the research workflow,

scholars can confidently contribute to the ongoing discourse within political science, ensuring their

contributions are both impactful and enduring.

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes and Bibliography

system and the Author-Date system in Chicago style for political

science?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The Notes and Bibliography

system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations, allowing for extensive commentary, while



the Author-Date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)) for concise

referencing. Political science often leans towards the Notes and Bibliography system for its flexibility.

Q: How should I cite a primary source like a speech from a political

leader in Chicago style?

A: For a speech, you typically need the speaker's name, the title of the speech (if it has one, otherwise

a descriptive title), the date it was delivered, and the location or context of delivery (e.g., a specific

event or publication where it appeared). If citing a published version, include publication details. If

citing from a broadcast or online recording, provide that information and the URL with an access date.

Q: Is it acceptable to use a hybrid citation method if my political

science research combines elements typically found in both notes and

author-date systems?

A: No, it is generally not acceptable to mix these two distinct Chicago style systems within the same

document. You must choose one system and apply it consistently throughout your work. Consult your

professor or publisher to determine which system is preferred for your specific research context.

Q: How do I cite a government report that has no clear individual

author, only an agency?

A: When citing a government report without an individual author, the government agency itself serves

as the author. You would list the specific department or sub-agency (e.g., Department of Justice,

Bureau of Labor Statistics) as the author in your citation and bibliography. Ensure you include the full

title of the report and relevant publication details.



Q: What is the importance of the "access date" when citing online

resources in Chicago style for political science research?

A: The "access date" is crucial for online resources because web content can be updated or removed

without notice. Including the date you accessed the material provides a specific point in time for your

citation, allowing readers to find the content as it existed when you consulted it, even if it has changed

since then.

Q: When citing a book with multiple authors in Chicago style, what is

the rule for listing them?

A: For books with two authors, list both names in the order they appear on the title page, separated by

"and." For books with three or more authors, list only the first author’s name followed by "et al." in the

note (but list all authors in the bibliography). This rule applies to both the Notes and Bibliography and

Author-Date systems.

Q: How should I format the title of a journal in Chicago style?

A: Journal titles in Chicago style should be italicized. For example, when citing an article from the

American Political Science Review, the journal title would appear in italics. This applies to both

footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography.
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