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Chicago Manual Style for Political Science Papers: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual style for political science papers is a critical component for academic success
in the discipline, demanding precision, clarity, and adherence to established scholarly conventions.
This guide delves into the intricacies of applying the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) to political
science research, covering essential aspects from in-text citations and bibliography formatting to
manuscript preparation and specific stylistic considerations. Mastering these elements ensures your
research is presented professionally and credibly, allowing your arguments about governance,
international relations, political theory, and public policy to resonate with your audience. We will
explore the nuances of both author-date and notes-bibliography systems, common citation pitfalls,
and best practices for crafting a polished final paper.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and
the author-date system. While both systems are widely accepted, the choice often depends on the
specific requirements of a journal, publisher, or academic department. For political science papers,
understanding the fundamental differences and appropriate applications of each is paramount to
adhering to scholarly standards.

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of footnotes or endnotes to cite sources,
accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This system is often favored
in humanities and some social science disciplines, including certain areas of political science, as it
allows for detailed commentary and elaboration within the notes without disrupting the main text's
flow. Conversely, the author-date system utilizes in-text citations consisting of the author's last name
and the publication year, with a corresponding reference list at the end. This method is frequently
preferred in natural sciences and in fields where brevity and directness in citation are prioritized,
making it a common choice for many political science subfields.

Author-Date System for Political Science Papers



The author-date system in CMOS provides a concise and straightforward method for citing sources
directly within the text. This system is particularly well-suited for political science research where
frequent referencing is necessary and the integrity of the argument relies on clearly attributed
evidence. The core of this system involves parenthetical citations, which appear immediately after
the information they support.

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System

When citing a source in the author-date system, the basic format includes the author's last name and
the year of publication. For example, a citation might appear as (Smith 2020). If the author's name is
mentioned in the sentence, only the year needs to be included in parentheses. For instance, "As
Smith (2020) argued, the policy had unintended consequences." When referencing specific parts of a
work, such as a particular page or range of pages, the page number(s) are added after the year,
separated by a comma: (Smith 2020, 45). For works with multiple authors, the rules vary slightly:
two authors are listed with an ampersand (Jones and Lee 2019), while three or more authors are
cited using the first author's last name followed by "et al." (Davis et al. 2021).

The Reference List in the Author-Date System

At the conclusion of your political science paper, the author-date system requires a comprehensive
reference list. This list is alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry in the reference list
provides full bibliographic details for every source cited in the text, enabling readers to locate the
original materials. The format for each entry is specific and varies depending on the type of source
(book, journal article, website, etc.). For instance, a book entry typically includes the author's name,
the full title of the book in italics, the place of publication, and the publisher. A journal article entry
would include the author(s), the year, the article title, the journal title (italicized), the volume and
issue numbers, and the page range. Careful attention to detail in constructing the reference list is
crucial for maintaining academic integrity.

Notes-Bibliography System for Political Science Papers

The notes-bibliography system, a hallmark of traditional academic scholarship, offers a more
detailed approach to source attribution. In political science, this system is often employed when
scholarly discourse involves extensive analysis, historical context, or the integration of theoretical
nuances that benefit from explanatory footnotes or endnotes.

Footnotes and Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, citations are presented as superscripts in the text, corresponding
to a numbered footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the paper. The first
time a source is cited, a full note is provided, containing all necessary bibliographic information.
Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened, typically including the author's last



name, a shortened title, and the page number. This system allows for the inclusion of supplementary
information, authorial asides, or further discussion that does not fit into the main body of the paper,
enriching the academic dialogue.

The Bibliography in the Notes-Bibliography System

Complementing the notes, a bibliography is essential for the notes-bibliography system. It is an
alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited within the paper. Unlike the reference list in the
author-date system, the bibliography in the notes-bibliography system uses a slightly different
formatting convention for entries, particularly concerning the ordering of names (last name, first
name for the first author, then first name, last name for subsequent authors) and the inclusion of
publication details. The bibliography serves as a complete inventory of the scholarly resources that
underpin the political science research presented.

Formatting Your Political Science Paper in Chicago
Style

Beyond citation practices, the Chicago Manual of Style provides comprehensive guidelines for the
overall presentation of academic papers. Adhering to these formatting conventions contributes to a
professional appearance and demonstrates attention to detail, which are highly valued in political
science scholarship.

Manuscript Preparation

A well-formatted manuscript is crucial for readability and professional presentation. This includes
general guidelines for margins, font type and size, line spacing, and pagination. Typically, political
science papers written in Chicago style require 1-inch margins on all sides, a 12-point readable font
such as Times New Roman or Arial, double-spacing throughout the entire document (including block
quotations and the bibliography), and page numbers in the upper right-hand corner of each page,
starting from the first page of the text.

Tables and Figures

The effective inclusion of tables and figures can greatly enhance the analytical power of a political
science paper, allowing complex data to be presented clearly. Chicago style dictates specific
formatting for these elements. Tables and figures should be numbered consecutively and assigned
descriptive titles. Any abbreviations or symbols used within them should be explained in a note
directly below the table or figure. While tables are typically presented with horizontal rules, vertical
rules are often omitted unless necessary for clarity. Figures, such as charts and graphs, should be
clearly labeled and referenced in the text, with their placement generally following the first mention.



Block Quotations

Longer quotations, typically those exceeding five lines of prose or three lines of verse, should be
presented as block quotations. In Chicago style, this means indenting the entire quotation by half an
inch from the left margin, single-spacing the text within the quotation (though some instructors may
allow double-spacing), and omitting quotation marks. The citation follows the quotation, usually with
the punctuation mark preceding the citation. Proper handling of block quotations distinguishes
between your analysis and the words of others, a critical aspect of academic integrity in political
science.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Chicago Style for
Political Science

Navigating the detailed rules of the Chicago Manual of Style can present specific challenges for
political science students and researchers. Recognizing these common pitfalls and understanding
their solutions is key to producing accurate and polished work.

Citing Electronic and Online Sources

The proliferation of digital resources in political science research, including websites, online
journals, and digital archives, requires careful citation. When citing online sources, CMOS
emphasizes including as much identifying information as possible, such as the author, title of the
specific page or article, title of the overall website, publication date (if available), and the date of
access. A stable URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is also essential. For journal articles accessed
online, cite them as you would a print article, but include the DOI or URL if available, and note that
it is an online version.

Handling Government Documents and Legal Materials

Political science research frequently involves the analysis of government documents and legal
materials, which have their own specific citation conventions within CMOS. For government
documents, it's important to identify the issuing agency, the title of the document, and its
publication details. For legal materials, such as court cases and statutes, CMOS provides specialized
rules that differ significantly from standard book or article citations. Consulting the relevant sections
of the Chicago Manual of Style or specialized legal citation guides is recommended for accuracy.

Consistency in Abbreviations and Punctuation

Maintaining consistency in abbreviations, punctuation, and formatting throughout a political science
paper is vital. For example, CMOS has specific rules for using abbreviations for titles of works,



geographical locations, and academic institutions. Punctuation, such as the placement of commas
and periods relative to quotation marks or citation marks, also follows strict guidelines. A thorough
review of the manuscript to ensure consistent application of these stylistic elements can significantly
enhance its professional appearance.

Beyond Citations: Language and Tone in Political
Science Writing

While mastering the technical aspects of the Chicago Manual of Style is crucial, effective political
science writing also hinges on clarity, precision, and an appropriate scholarly tone. The goal is to
present research in a manner that is both persuasive and objective.

Clarity and Precision in Argumentation

Political science research often tackles complex concepts and intricate arguments. The language
used should be precise, avoiding ambiguity and jargon where possible, or defining it clearly when
necessary. Each sentence should contribute to the overall argument, ensuring a logical flow of ideas.
The use of strong verbs and clear sentence structures enhances readability and strengthens the
impact of your analysis on political phenomena.

Maintaining an Objective and Professional Tone

A hallmark of scholarly writing in political science is an objective and professional tone. While
passion for the subject matter is important, personal opinions and overly emotional language should
be avoided. The focus should remain on evidence-based analysis and reasoned argumentation.
Presenting diverse perspectives fairly, even those that contradict your own, demonstrates
intellectual rigor and contributes to a more robust scholarly conversation.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems in Chicago style for
political science papers?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and presented at the end. The
notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at the
end, while the author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (author, year) and a reference
list at the end.



Q: Which citation system is more commonly used in political
science?

A: Both systems are used, but the author-date system is generally more prevalent in many subfields
of political science, particularly those with a stronger empirical or quantitative focus. However, the
specific requirements of the journal, publisher, or professor should always be consulted.

Q: How should I cite a government report published online in
Chicago style?

A: You should provide the issuing government agency, the title of the report, the date of publication,
and the URL. If the agency is also the publisher, you may omit the publisher's name. For example:
United States, Department of State, Bureau of Intelligence and Research. "Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices for 2022." Published January 2023.
https://www.state.gov/reports/2022-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/.

Q: What is the rule for citing multiple authors in the author-
date system for political science papers?

A: For two authors, cite them as (Author A and Author B Year). For three or more authors, cite the
first author's last name followed by "et al." (First Author et al. Year). This applies to both in-text
citations and the reference list.

Q: How do I handle a direct quote that is longer than five lines
in a political science paper using Chicago style?

A: This is called a block quotation. You should indent the entire quote a half-inch from the left
margin, single-space the text within the quotation, and omit quotation marks. The citation follows
the quotation, typically after the final punctuation.

Q: What are the general font and spacing requirements for
Chicago style papers in political science?

A: Generally, use a 12-point readable font (like Times New Roman), double-space the entire
document (including block quotes and bibliography, though some prefer single-spacing for block
quotes and bibliography), and maintain 1-inch margins on all sides.

Q: When should I use an ampersand (&) versus "and" in
Chicago style citations for political science?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, you typically use "and" in the text and notes, but an ampersand
may appear in the bibliography entry for an author's name if it appears that way on the title page. In
the author-date system's reference list, you generally use an ampersand between two authors'
names.



Q: How do I format the title page for a political science paper
in Chicago style if one is required?

A: If a title page is required (often it is not for student papers unless specified), it typically includes
the full title of the paper, the author's name, the course name and number, the instructor's name,
and the date. These elements are usually centered on the page. The page number is generally not
included on the title page itself.
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