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The Chicago Manual of Style for Native American Studies Papers: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction to Chicago Style in Native American Studies

chicago manual style for native american studies papers is an essential framework for academic writing

in this interdisciplinary field. Adhering to Chicago style ensures clarity, consistency, and academic rigor

when presenting research, analysis, and arguments related to Indigenous peoples and cultures. This

comprehensive guide delves into the specific nuances and common challenges encountered when

applying the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) to Native American studies scholarship, covering citation

methods, formatting requirements, and best practices for handling sensitive source materials. We will

explore how to effectively integrate primary and secondary sources, address the ethical considerations

of representing Indigenous voices and histories, and navigate the unique aspects of Indigenous

knowledge systems within a standardized academic format. Mastering these elements will not only

enhance the credibility of your work but also contribute to a more respectful and accurate portrayal of

Native American experiences.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS)

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) is a widely respected citation and style guide used across many

academic disciplines, including history, art history, and the social sciences. It offers two primary

systems for documenting sources: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For

most humanities disciplines, including many areas within Native American studies, the notes-

bibliography system is the preferred method. This system uses footnotes or endnotes to cite sources,

with a corresponding bibliography at the end of the paper that lists all cited works. Understanding the

fundamental principles of CMS is the first step in applying it effectively to specialized academic fields.

The choice between notes-bibliography and author-date often depends on departmental or institutional

guidelines. However, the notes-bibliography system is particularly valuable in Native American studies

because it allows for the inclusion of detailed explanatory notes and bibliographic information without

disrupting the flow of the main text. This can be crucial when discussing complex historical contexts,

providing additional background information on specific Indigenous communities, or offering nuanced

interpretations of primary source materials. Familiarizing yourself with the latest edition of the CMS is

paramount, as style guidelines are periodically updated to reflect evolving academic and publishing

standards.



The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system involves two main components: numbered notes (footnotes or

endnotes) and a bibliography. Each citation in the main text is keyed to a corresponding note, which

provides full bibliographic details or references previously cited sources. Footnotes appear at the

bottom of the page, while endnotes are collected at the end of the paper, just before the bibliography.

The bibliography, on the other hand, is an alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited in the

paper, offering a comprehensive overview of the research undertaken.

When using the notes-bibliography system, the first citation of a source typically includes the full

bibliographic information. Subsequent citations for the same source can be shortened, often using the

author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. This method is highly adaptable and

allows for flexibility in presenting information, which is especially beneficial when dealing with a diverse

range of source types common in Native American studies.

The Author-Date System Overview

The author-date system, while less common in traditional humanities fields, is also an option within

CMS. In this system, in-text citations consist of the author's last name and the year of publication,

followed by the page number if necessary, enclosed in parentheses (e.g., (Smith 2020, 45)). A

corresponding reference list at the end of the paper provides full bibliographic details for all cited

works, alphabetized by author's last name. This system is often favored in scientific and social science

disciplines due to its conciseness and ease of tracking sources within the text.

While the author-date system can be efficient, it may offer less space for detailed explanatory notes

that are often valuable in Native American studies for providing contextual information or

acknowledging the origins of specific terminology or concepts. However, if an instructor or publisher

mandates the author-date system, it is important to apply its conventions meticulously.



Key Components of CMS for Native American Studies Papers

Applying CMS to Native American studies papers requires careful attention to several key components

that ensure academic integrity and scholarly communication. These components range from the proper

structure of the paper to the precise formatting of citations and the ethical handling of sensitive subject

matter. Understanding these elements is crucial for producing a well-organized, thoroughly researched,

and respectfully presented academic work.

The core of any academic paper lies in its effective presentation of research findings and arguments.

For Native American studies, this often involves engaging with a wide array of primary sources,

including oral histories, archival documents, treaties, and cultural artifacts, alongside secondary

scholarly analyses. CMS provides a standardized method for documenting these diverse sources,

allowing readers to verify information and explore the research further.

Manuscript Preparation and Formatting

Manuscript preparation in CMS involves specific guidelines for text, headings, and overall presentation.

For papers using the notes-bibliography system, it is essential to maintain consistent formatting for

footnotes or endnotes and the bibliography. The main body of the paper typically uses double-spacing

throughout, with specific margins and font choices that are generally outlined in the CMS or by specific

academic institutions.

Headings and subheadings are used to organize the paper logically. While CMS provides guidance on

heading levels, it is often advisable to consult departmental guidelines for specific formatting

preferences. The title page, if required, should include the paper's title, the author's name, the course

name and number, the instructor's name, and the date. Following these formatting conventions

ensures that the paper is presented professionally and adheres to academic standards.



Handling of Indigenous Terminology and Names

A particularly sensitive and important aspect of writing in Native American studies is the accurate and

respectful use of Indigenous languages, terminology, and personal names. CMS offers general

guidance on the use of foreign terms and proper nouns, but the field of Native American studies

necessitates a deeper consideration. When a specific term or name has a widely accepted English

transliteration or translation, it should be used. However, it is often best practice to provide the original

Indigenous term, if known and appropriate, along with its English equivalent, particularly on its first

use.

It is crucial to consult relevant scholarship and community-approved resources when encountering

Indigenous terminology. Misspellings, incorrect usage, or the use of outdated or offensive terms can

undermine the credibility of the research and demonstrate a lack of respect for the cultures being

studied. Whenever possible, defer to how Indigenous scholars and communities themselves use and

refer to specific terms and names. For example, when referring to nations or tribes, use the names

they self-identify with.

Citing Sources in Native American Studies

Accurate and consistent citation is a cornerstone of academic integrity, and the Chicago Manual of

Style provides a robust framework for this. In Native American studies, the diversity of source materials

often presents unique challenges. These can include oral traditions, archival materials from colonial

periods, contemporary media, and scholarly works from various disciplinary perspectives. Applying

CMS correctly ensures that all borrowed ideas, facts, and direct quotations are properly attributed.

The notes-bibliography system is particularly well-suited for Native American studies due to its capacity

for detailed annotations. This can be invaluable when discussing the provenance of a particular oral

history, the specific context of a historical document, or the nuances of a particular linguistic term. The



bibliography serves as a vital resource for readers, providing a comprehensive list of the scholarly

conversation and primary source materials that informed the research.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Specific Source Types

When citing various source types within Native American studies using the notes-bibliography system,

specific formats apply. For books, a typical first note might look like this: 1. Robin Wall Kimmerer,

Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants

(Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 2013), 55.

For journal articles, the format is similar: 2. Jessica Rachel Small, "The Persistence of Memory:

Indigenous Women and the Politics of Representation in the Canadian West," Native American and

Indigenous Studies 7, no. 2 (Fall 2020): 78. For archival materials, details about the collection,

repository, and specific item are crucial. For example: 3. Charles Curtis, Speech to the Senate, March

7, 1901, in Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Record Group 75, National Archives, Washington,

D.C., Box 142, Folder 3.

Oral histories and interviews require careful consideration of how they were recorded and accessed. If

an interview was conducted by the author, it might be cited in a note as: 4. Interview with Chief Seattle

(fictional elder), by author, tape recording, Seattle, WA, October 25, 2022. If citing an existing archive:

5. "The Story of the Buffalo," recorded interview with elders of the Lakota Nation, collected by the

Wounded Knee Historical Project, 1975, American Indian Oral History Collection, Bancroft Library,

University of California, Berkeley, Audio Recording 78. Always strive for the most complete and

accurate information available.

Creating a Comprehensive Bibliography

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources cited in the paper, excluding sources consulted



but not cited. Each entry in the bibliography should correspond to a note and provide the necessary

information for a reader to locate the source independently. The formatting in the bibliography is

generally similar to the first note, but with the author's last name preceding the first name and a period

at the end of the entry.

For books: Kimmerer, Robin Wall. Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and

the Teachings of Plants. Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 2013.

For journal articles: Small, Jessica Rachel. "The Persistence of Memory: Indigenous Women and the

Politics of Representation in the Canadian West." Native American and Indigenous Studies 7, no. 2

(Fall 2020): 75–98.

For archival materials: Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Record Group 75. National Archives,

Washington, D.C.

When dealing with a large number of sources from archival collections, it is permissible to group them

under headings in the bibliography, such as "Archival Materials," "Interviews," or "Published Works."

However, the general principle remains to provide clear and complete bibliographic information for

every cited item, arranged alphabetically within each section.

Formatting Your Native American Studies Paper

Adhering to the formatting guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style not only ensures consistency but

also enhances the readability and professional presentation of your Native American studies paper.

Proper formatting demonstrates attention to detail and respect for academic conventions. This includes

everything from the overall layout of the manuscript to the precise presentation of elements like tables,

figures, and appendices.



While CMS provides comprehensive guidelines, it is always wise to check for any specific formatting

requirements mandated by your instructor, department, or publisher. These specific instructions can

sometimes supersede or supplement the general CMS rules, ensuring your paper meets all necessary

criteria for submission and review. Paying close attention to these details can make a significant

difference in the reception of your work.

Title Page and Abstract Requirements

A title page in CMS typically includes the full title of the paper, the author's name, the course

information (if applicable), the instructor's name, and the date of submission. Unlike some other style

guides, CMS does not mandate a specific format for the title page beyond including these essential

elements. The title should be clear, concise, and indicative of the paper's content, often including

keywords relevant to Native American studies.

An abstract, a brief summary of the paper's content, purpose, methodology, and main findings, is often

required for longer works such as theses or dissertations, and sometimes for conference papers or

journal submissions. If an abstract is required, it typically appears on its own page after the title page.

The abstract should be concise, usually between 150-250 words, and should accurately reflect the

scope and significance of the research presented in the paper.

Tables, Figures, and Appendices

When incorporating visual elements into your Native American studies paper, such as maps, images,

or statistical data, CMS provides guidelines for their presentation. Each table and figure should be

numbered consecutively (e.g., Table 1, Figure 1) and have a clear, descriptive title. The source of the

table or figure must be clearly indicated, typically in a note below the element, and cited in the

bibliography if it is from an external source.



Appendices are used for supplementary material that is too extensive or detailed to be included in the

main body of the paper. This could include lengthy transcripts of interviews, raw data, extensive

chronologies, or detailed glossaries of Indigenous terms. Each appendix should be labeled clearly

(e.g., Appendix A, Appendix B) and referenced in the main text of the paper. The materials within an

appendix should be presented in a format that is consistent with the overall style of the paper.

Ethical Considerations and Best Practices

Writing about Native American peoples and cultures in academic settings carries significant ethical

responsibilities. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a framework for consistent citation and

formatting, but it is crucial to supplement these guidelines with a deep understanding of ethical best

practices specific to Indigenous studies. This involves recognizing power dynamics, respecting

Indigenous sovereignty and intellectual property, and avoiding the perpetuation of harmful stereotypes

or colonial narratives.

Engaging with Indigenous communities and knowledge systems requires sensitivity, humility, and a

commitment to reciprocity. Academic research should aim to benefit, or at least not harm, the

communities being studied. This means thoughtfully considering who has the right to speak about

certain issues, how knowledge is shared, and how research findings are disseminated back to the

communities involved.

Respecting Indigenous Sovereignty and Intellectual Property

A fundamental ethical principle in Native American studies is the respect for Indigenous sovereignty

and intellectual property rights. This means acknowledging that Indigenous nations are distinct political

entities with inherent rights to self-determination and control over their lands, resources, and cultural

heritage. When conducting research that involves Indigenous communities, it is imperative to seek

free, prior, and informed consent for any research activities, including interviews, data collection, and



the use of cultural materials.

Intellectual property rights in Indigenous contexts often extend beyond Western legal frameworks.

Traditional knowledge, cultural expressions, and sacred information may be held collectively and may

not be intended for public dissemination or commercial use. Researchers must be diligent in

understanding and respecting these protocols, ensuring that any materials used are done so with

explicit permission and in accordance with community guidelines. This often involves engaging in

ongoing dialogue and negotiation with community leaders and knowledge keepers.

Responsible Representation and Avoiding Stereotypes

Academic scholarship has historically played a role in constructing and perpetuating harmful

stereotypes about Native Americans. Ethical research in this field actively works to dismantle these

misrepresentations. This involves critically examining historical narratives, challenging colonial

perspectives, and centering Indigenous voices and experiences. Researchers should strive to present

Indigenous peoples as diverse, complex, and contemporary peoples, rather than as relics of the past

or as monolithic groups.

Carefully consider the language used in your paper. Avoid generalizations, essentializing statements,

or language that exoticizes or romanticizes Indigenous cultures. When quoting individuals or

communities, ensure that the context is preserved and that the quotations are not used in a way that

distorts their original meaning or intent. Prioritize using sources created by Indigenous scholars and

community members whenever possible, and acknowledge the limitations and biases inherent in non-

Indigenous scholarship.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Navigating the specific requirements of the Chicago Manual of Style for Native American studies



papers can present certain challenges. Awareness of common pitfalls can help students and scholars

produce more polished and accurate work. These issues often arise from misunderstandings of CMS

conventions or from the unique nature of source materials in this interdisciplinary field.

One of the most frequent errors is inconsistent citation. Whether using the notes-bibliography system

or the author-date system, every source mentioned in the text must be meticulously documented in the

notes and bibliography, and vice-versa. Inconsistencies can arise from variations in formatting even for

the same source type or from missing essential bibliographic information.

Inconsistent Citation and Bibliography Errors

A common pitfall is the inconsistent application of formatting rules for notes and bibliography entries.

For example, forgetting to italicize book titles, misplacing commas, or omitting essential publication

details like publisher or page numbers are frequent errors. When citing archival materials, neglecting to

specify the archive, collection, or box number can render the citation unusable for readers. Similarly,

ensuring that every note has a corresponding entry in the bibliography, and that every bibliography

entry is referenced in the notes, is crucial for maintaining accuracy.

Another common error is the inconsistent use of shortened notes. Once a source has been fully cited

in a note, subsequent citations for the same source should use a shortened form. Failing to adhere to

this can make the notes unnecessarily lengthy and cumbersome. It is also important to distinguish

between a bibliography and a works cited list; CMS typically uses "bibliography" for the notes-

bibliography system, encompassing all sources used in research, whether cited or not, though many

scholars now use "works cited" to refer only to those actually used in the paper.

Misinterpreting or Misusing Indigenous Terminology

A significant pitfall in Native American studies is the misinterpretation or misuse of Indigenous



terminology, names, and concepts. This can stem from a lack of in-depth research into specific cultural

contexts, reliance on outdated or colonial-era sources, or simple oversight. For instance, using a term

that is considered sacred or restricted by a particular community without proper understanding or

permission can be deeply disrespectful.

To avoid this, it is essential to conduct thorough research using scholarly works by Indigenous authors

and researchers, consult dictionaries or glossaries of Indigenous languages (when available and

appropriate), and, where possible, engage directly with community members or elders for clarification.

Always prioritize the self-identified terms and spellings used by the Indigenous people you are writing

about. When in doubt, err on the side of caution, provide context, and cite your sources meticulously,

noting the origins of the terminology.

Conclusion

Mastering the Chicago Manual of Style for Native American studies papers is a vital step in producing

scholarly work that is both rigorous and respectful. By understanding the core principles of CMS,

particularly the notes-bibliography system, and applying them to the unique challenges of this field,

writers can ensure clarity, consistency, and academic integrity. The careful handling of Indigenous

terminology, ethical considerations regarding representation, and meticulous attention to citation and

formatting are paramount. Ultimately, the goal is to contribute to a more nuanced and accurate

understanding of Indigenous histories, cultures, and contemporary experiences.

The application of CMS is not merely a technical exercise; it is an integral part of scholarly

communication that enables dialogue and knowledge-sharing. By adhering to these guidelines,

researchers can engage effectively with the existing body of scholarship, contribute original insights,

and ensure their work is accessible and credible to a wide academic audience. The commitment to

ethical practices and precise documentation will undoubtedly strengthen the impact and validity of any

paper within Native American studies.



Q: What is the primary citation system recommended by CMS for

Native American studies papers?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) primarily recommends the notes-bibliography system for

humanities disciplines, which is generally preferred for Native American studies papers. This system

uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at the end of the paper.

Q: How should I cite oral histories or interviews in a Native American

studies paper using CMS?

A: When citing oral histories or interviews in CMS, include details such as the speaker's name, the

interviewer's name (if applicable), the date of the recording or interview, the format (e.g., audio

recording, transcript), and the location or archive where the material is housed. For example: "The

Story of the Buffalo," recorded interview with elders of the Lakota Nation, collected by the Wounded

Knee Historical Project, 1975, American Indian Oral History Collection, Bancroft Library, University of

California, Berkeley, Audio Recording 78.

Q: What are the ethical considerations when using Indigenous

terminology in a paper formatted with CMS?

A: Ethical considerations include using terminology accurately, respectfully, and with an understanding

of its cultural context. It is crucial to defer to how Indigenous scholars and communities self-identify

and use terms. Always strive to provide original Indigenous terms if appropriate, along with their

English equivalents, and cite the source of your understanding of these terms. Avoid generalizations or

essentializing language.

Q: Should I use the author-date system if my Native American studies



department prefers it, even though CMS generally favors notes-

bibliography for humanities?

A: Yes, you should absolutely use the author-date system if your department or instructor mandates it.

While CMS commonly suggests the notes-bibliography system for humanities, institutional or

departmental guidelines take precedence. Ensure you adhere strictly to the author-date formatting

rules provided by CMS for in-text citations and the reference list.

Q: How do I properly cite a treaty in a Native American studies paper

according to CMS?

A: Treaties should be cited with their official title, the date they were signed or ratified, and the source

where the text can be found. For example: Treaty with the Chippewas of Saginaw and Swan Creek,

October 13, 1847, in Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties, vol. 2, ed. Charles J. Kappler (Washington,

D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1904), 567. Always provide specific page numbers if quoting directly.

Q: What is the best practice for formatting a bibliography for a paper

on Native American studies that includes a large number of archival

sources?

A: For a paper with many archival sources, it is acceptable and often helpful to group them by

collection or type within the bibliography. For instance, you might create headings like "Archival

Records," "Personal Papers," or "Government Documents." Ensure each entry within these sections is

alphabetized and follows CMS formatting rules for archival materials.

Q: When citing Indigenous languages, what is the recommended



approach if there is no standardized English translation?

A: If there is no standardized English translation for an Indigenous term, it is best to present the term

as it is known or recorded, with appropriate phonetic guidance if necessary and available. Clearly state

that a direct translation is not readily available and provide context for its usage within the specific

Indigenous culture or language group. Cite the source where you encountered the term.
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