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Mastering Chicago Manual Style for Musicology Papers: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago manual style for musicology papers provides a foundational framework for academic writing in the
field, ensuring clarity, consistency, and scholarly rigor. Navigating its intricacies can seem daunting, especially
for those new to musicological research and its specific citation demands. This comprehensive guide demystifies
the application of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) within musicology, covering essential elements from
in-text citations and footnotes to bibliography formatting and the unique challenges of citing musical scores,
recordings, and performances. By adhering to these guidelines, scholars can effectively present their research,
engage with existing scholarship, and contribute meaningfully to the discourse in musicology. This article will
delve into the core principles, specific applications, and common pitfalls to avoid when employing Chicago style
for your musicological endeavors.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style in Musicology

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected citation and style guide used across many academic
disciplines. For musicology, it offers a robust system that can be adapted to the specific needs of the field.
While CMOS itself doesn't have a dedicated musicology section, its principles are flexible enough to
accommodate the unique forms of evidence and analysis central to music scholarship, such as musical
notation, sonic evidence, and performance practices. Understanding the philosophy behind CMOS—prioritizing
clarity, reader comprehension, and scholarly integrity—is the first step to effectively applying it to your
musicological research.

Musicological papers often require precise identification of musical works, specific editions, performers, and
performance contexts, which standard citation styles may not fully address. CMOS, with its emphasis on
detailed metadata for each source, proves highly adaptable. The choice between notes-bibliography and
author-date systems within CMOS is often a matter of departmental or journal preference, but for
musicology, the notes-bibliography system is generally more prevalent due to its ability to accommodate



extensive commentary alongside source attribution.

Core Principles of Chicago Style for Musicology

The foundational principles of Chicago style are consistent regardless of the discipline: accuracy, consistency,
and clarity. For musicology, this translates into meticulously identifying musical works, distinguishing
between different editions of a score, and providing sufficient detail for sound recordings and live performances
to be locatable. The goal is to allow another scholar to find the exact source you are referencing, be it a
specific edition of a Bach cantata or a particular recording of a contemporary opera.

Key principles include:

Precise Identification: Always provide composer, title, opus number (if applicable), movement, and specific
edition for musical scores.

Distinguishing Sources: Clearly differentiate between original compositions, critical editions, scholarly
analyses, and performance recordings.

Contextual Detail: For performances, include details such as venue, date, conductor, and performing
ensemble.

Consistency: Maintain uniformity in formatting for all types of sources throughout the paper.

Footnotes and Endnotes: The Heart of Chicago Citation

The notes-bibliography system, the most common choice for musicology papers, relies heavily on footnotes or
endnotes for citation. These notes serve two primary purposes: to provide attribution for quoted material,
paraphrased ideas, or specific data, and to offer additional commentary, explanations, or digressions that
might interrupt the flow of the main text. For musicologists, footnotes are crucial for referencing specific
measures within a musical score, identifying a particular recording session, or noting subtle performance
variations.

When citing a source for the first time in a footnote, a full citation is typically required. Subsequent
citations of the same source can be shortened, often using a "short-form" that includes the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page or measure number. The key is to provide enough information for the reader
to easily locate the full bibliographic entry and the specific part of the source being referenced.

Formatting Footnotes for Musicological Sources

The format for footnotes will vary depending on the type of source. For a scholarly book about music, it
might look like this:

1. Richard Taruskin, Oxford History of Western Music, vol. 1, Music in the Classical Era (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2005), 145.

For a journal article:

2. Susan McClary, "The Blasphemy Within: Sex, Power, and the Musical Voice," in Music, Gender, and Sexuality,
ed. Edwin L. Hambrick (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 78.



Subsequent citations of the same source would be abbreviated:

3. Taruskin, Oxford History, 210.

Citing Musical Scores and Editions

Citing musical scores accurately is paramount in musicology. This requires specifying not just the composer
and title but also the edition used, as different editions can present variations in editorial decisions,
performance markings, and even the musical text itself. A critical edition, for example, will have different
citation requirements than a popular arrangement or a facsimile edition.

Elements of a Score Citation

A complete citation for a musical score typically includes:

Composer's full name

Title of the work (italicized)

Movement or section (if applicable)

Edition details (e.g., editor's name, publication series, type of edition like "critical edition")

Publisher

Place of publication

Year of publication

Page or measure number(s) being referenced

For example, in a footnote:

4. Johann Sebastian Bach, Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 in D Major, BWV 1050, ed. Christoph Wolff, Neue Bach-
Ausgabe, Series II, Vol. 7 (Kassel: B�renreiter, 1962), mf, mm. 15–20.

The abbreviation "mf" indicates the movement, and "mm." signifies measures. This level of detail ensures that
another scholar can consult the exact same score and understand your analysis.

Citing Sound Recordings and Audio-Visual Materials

Sound recordings are a fundamental source for musicological study. Citing them requires careful attention to
performers, conductor, ensemble, recording company, and the specific album or track. For audio-visual
materials, such as opera films or documentaries, additional information regarding directors and production
companies becomes relevant.



Formatting for Recordings

A typical footnote for a sound recording would include:

5. Ludwig van Beethoven, Symphony No. 9 in D minor, Op. 125, "Choral," performed by the Vienna Philharmonic,
conducted by Herbert von Karajan, Deutsche Grammophon, 1988, CD 3.

If you are referencing a specific track or movement:

6. Igor Stravinsky, The Rite of Spring, performed by the London Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Pierre
Boulez, Sony Classical, 1991, track 5.

When citing a YouTube video or other online audio-visual material, include the platform, uploader, title of the
content, and URL if accessible, along with access date.

Citing Performances and Live Events

Live musical performances, whether historical or contemporary, are often crucial evidence for musicological
research. Documenting them requires specific details that capture the essence of the event. This includes the
performing artists, the venue, the date of the performance, and potentially the conductor, director, or
composer present.

Details for Performance Citations

A footnote for a live performance might be formatted as:

7. Don Giovanni, by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, directed by Kasper Holten, performed by the Royal Opera House
Chorus and Orchestra, conducted by Sir Antonio Pappano, Royal Opera House, London, November 15, 2019.

For archival recordings of performances, the citation would blend elements of a performance and a recording
citation. The emphasis should always be on providing enough information for the reader to understand the
context of the performance and, if possible, to access a recording or documentation of it.

The Bibliography: A Comprehensive Overview

The bibliography appears at the end of a paper and lists all the sources consulted and cited in the text. For
musicology, the bibliography should mirror the organization and level of detail required in the footnotes. It
serves as a complete roadmap for the reader to explore the research materials used.

Sources in the bibliography are typically arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If citing multiple
works by the same author, they are listed chronologically by publication date. For musicological works, it's
essential to maintain consistency with footnote entries, providing all necessary identifying information for
each source type.

Structuring the Musicological Bibliography

The bibliography should include sections for different types of sources if you have a large and diverse



collection. For instance, you might have separate lists for books, articles, scores, recordings, and online
resources. Each entry in the bibliography should be a complete citation, formatted according to Chicago style,
but without the superscript footnote numbers.

Books: Author's full name, Title of Book (Place of publication: Publisher, Year).

Journal Articles: Author's full name, "Title of Article," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page
range.

Scores: Composer's full name, Title of Work, ed. Editor's Name (Place of publication: Publisher, Year).

Recordings: Composer, Title of Work, Performer(s), Label, Year.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Musicology Citation

One of the most common challenges in musicological citation is the complexity of musical scores. Different
editions, critical apparatus, and editorial markings can lead to confusion. Always specify the edition and, if
relevant, the editor or the scholarly series it belongs to. For example, citing from the Neue Bach-Ausgabe
requires noting this distinction from other editions of Bach's works.

Another challenge is citing ephemeral materials like concert programs or unpublished manuscripts. In such cases,
provide as much identifying information as possible, including dates, locations, and repository names. If citing
online scores or recordings, ensure the URL is stable and that any access restrictions are noted if applicable.
The principle of providing sufficient detail for retrieval remains paramount.

Addressing Difficult Source Types

When encountering a source type not explicitly covered by standard CMOS examples, adapt the general
principles. For instance, if citing a digital score accessed via a subscription service, you might include the
service name, subscription access date, and a stable link if available, in addition to the score's publication
details. The goal is always to enable another scholar to locate the identical material, preserving the
integrity of your research.

Beyond the Basics: Advanced Musicological Citation

Advanced musicological research may involve citing oral histories, archival audio, or even visual materials
related to music. For oral histories, ensure you record the interviewee's name, the date and location of the
interview, and the repository where it is held. For archival audio, the citation should detail the collection, the
specific item, the archive, and any access restrictions.

Understanding the nuances of different musicological subfields can also inform your citation practices. For
example, ethnomusicologists might need to cite field recordings and ethnographic notes, requiring specific
protocols for cultural context and indigenous naming conventions. Always consult style guides recommended
by your department or relevant professional organizations for any discipline-specific adaptations of CMOS.









FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago style for general
academic papers and for musicology papers?
A: While the core principles of Chicago Manual of Style remain the same, musicology papers require more
specific details for musical works, recordings, and performances. This includes composer, title, movement,
specific editions of scores, performers, conductors, ensembles, and recording labels, which are often more
granular than in other disciplines.

Q: Should I use footnotes or endnotes for my musicology paper in Chicago
style?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style offers two main systems: notes-bibliography and author-date. For
musicology, the notes-bibliography system, which uses footnotes or endnotes, is generally preferred because it
allows for detailed commentary and specific source attribution alongside the main text, which is crucial for
musical analysis.

Q: How do I cite a specific movement or passage from a musical score in a
footnote?
A: To cite a specific movement or passage from a musical score, you typically include the composer, the title
of the work, the movement designation (e.g., "Allegro," "III."), the edition used (including editor if applicable),
publisher, place and year of publication, and then the specific page or measure numbers. For example: Johann
Sebastian Bach, Sonata for Flute and Harpsichord in E Major, BWV 1035, ed. Hans-Peter Schmitz (Kassel:
B�renreiter, 1955), III. Siciliano, mm. 1–8.

Q: What information is essential when citing a sound recording in Chicago
style for musicology?
A: When citing a sound recording, you should include the composer of the work, the title of the work, the
specific performers (soloists, ensembles), the conductor (if applicable), the recording label, and the year of
release. If citing a specific track from an album, also include the track title and number.

Q: How should I cite a live musical performance that I attended?
A: For a live musical performance, cite the composer and title of the work, the performing ensemble and
conductor, the venue, and the date of the performance. For example: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Don Giovanni,
performed by the Metropolitan Opera, conducted by Yannick N�zet-S�guin, Metropolitan Opera House, New
York, October 25, 2023.

Q: What if I am citing a critical edition of a musical work? How does that
affect the citation?
A: Citing a critical edition is important because it indicates that you are using a scholarly reviewed and
corrected version of the score. You must include the editor's name in your citation, often preceded by "ed." or
"edited by." For instance: Igor Stravinsky, The Rite of Spring, ed. Robert Craft (New York: Boosey & Hawkes,
1991).



Q: Can I use abbreviations for musical terms or measure numbers in my
footnotes?
A: Yes, it is common and often preferable to use standard abbreviations in musicological footnotes for clarity
and conciseness. Common abbreviations include "bwv" for Bach-Werke-Verzeichnis, "op." for opus, "mm." for
measures, and "m." for measure. Ensure you are consistent with these abbreviations throughout your paper.

Q: What is the general rule for differentiating between a first and
subsequent citation of the same source in footnotes?
A: For the first citation of a source in a footnote, you provide a full bibliographic entry. For subsequent
citations of the same source, you use a shortened form. This typically includes the author's last name, a
shortened title of the work, and the relevant page or measure number. If you cite the source again immediately
after, you can often use "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place") followed by the new page or measure number.
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