
chicago manual style for anthropology
papers
The Chicago Manual of Style is the definitive guide for scholarly writing across many disciplines, and
its application to anthropology papers is particularly crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication. This comprehensive guide will delve into the specific nuances of employing the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for anthropological research, covering everything from in-text
citations and bibliographies to formatting for ethnographic data and archival materials. Understanding
and adhering to these guidelines ensures your work is taken seriously, allowing your anthropological
insights to shine without distraction. We will explore the two primary citation systems – notes and
bibliography, and author-date – and when each is most appropriate for ethnographic and
archaeological studies. Furthermore, we will dissect the intricacies of citing diverse source types,
including interviews, field notes, and potentially sensitive cultural information, ensuring proper
attribution and respect for informants. Mastering the Chicago manual style for anthropology papers
will equip you with the tools to present your findings with scholarly rigor and ethical consideration.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct systems for referencing sources: the notes and
bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are widely accepted in academia, but their
application can vary depending on the specific requirements of a journal, a professor, or the nature of
the research itself. For anthropology, the choice between these two systems often hinges on the
discipline's traditional practices and the type of evidence being presented. Understanding the
fundamental differences and strengths of each is the first step in effectively applying CMOS to your
anthropological work.

The notes and bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes
within the text, with corresponding entries in a bibliography at the end of the paper. This system is
often favored in fields where extensive explanation or commentary within the text is common,
allowing for detailed annotations without interrupting the flow of the main narrative. The author-date
system, conversely, uses parenthetical citations in the text that include the author's last name and
the publication year, with a corresponding reference list at the end.



Notes and Bibliography System for Anthropology

The notes and bibliography system is frequently the preferred method in many subfields of
anthropology, particularly those that involve extensive engagement with historical documents,
archival research, or detailed ethnographic descriptions that may require tangential explanations.
This system allows for a more fluid reading experience while providing the necessary scholarly
apparatus for tracing sources and offering additional context. Each time a source is referenced in the
text, a superscript number is inserted, corresponding to a footnote at the bottom of the page or an
endnote at the end of the chapter or document. These notes not only identify the source but can also
include brief explanatory remarks, translations, or elaborations that might disrupt the main text if
placed directly within it.

Footnotes vs. Endnotes

Within the notes and bibliography system, authors have the choice between footnotes and endnotes.
Footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation occurs, offering immediate access to
the source information for the reader. Endnotes, on the other hand, are compiled at the end of the
paper, chapter, or book. While footnotes can be more convenient for readers, endnotes can
sometimes be less intrusive on the page layout. For most anthropological papers submitted for
coursework or journal publication, either is typically acceptable, but it is crucial to maintain
consistency throughout the entire document. Professors or journals will often specify their preference.

Bibliography Requirements

A cornerstone of the notes and bibliography system is the bibliography, which appears at the end of
the paper. This section provides a comprehensive alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the notes,
as well as any other sources consulted that are relevant to the research but not directly cited. The
bibliography entries are formatted according to specific CMOS guidelines, ensuring that all essential
publication details are present for each source. This allows readers to easily locate and consult the
original materials used by the author.

Author-Date System for Anthropology

The author-date system, while perhaps less traditional in some anthropological circles compared to
the notes and bibliography system, is gaining traction, especially in archaeology and certain branches
of cultural anthropology where concise referencing is prioritized. This system relies on brief
parenthetical citations embedded directly within the text, typically consisting of the author's last
name, the year of publication, and sometimes a page number if a specific passage is being quoted or
paraphrased. This method allows readers to quickly identify the source and its publication date
without needing to consult footnotes or endnotes for every citation, thus maintaining a streamlined
reading experience.



In-Text Citations

In the author-date system, in-text citations are crucial for attribution. For example, a direct quote
might appear as: "The ritual was central to community cohesion" (Ortner 1996, 25). A paraphrase of
an idea would be similarly cited, but without a page number unless the specific idea's origin is being
emphasized: (Geertz 1973). Consistency in formatting these in-text citations is paramount. This
includes how author names are presented, the inclusion or exclusion of middle initials, and the
precise placement of punctuation relative to the closing parenthesis.

Reference List Formatting

The author-date system requires a reference list at the end of the paper, which is an alphabetical
compilation of all sources cited in the text. Unlike the bibliography in the notes system, the reference
list typically includes only the sources that have been directly referenced within the paper. The
formatting for each entry in the reference list is similar to that of a bibliography entry, providing
complete publication details for each source. The primary difference lies in the in-text citation method
that precedes it.

Formatting Citations for Anthropological Sources

Accurate and consistent formatting of citations is paramount in any academic discipline, and
anthropology is no exception. The Chicago Manual of Style provides detailed guidelines for a vast
array of source types, many of which are unique to anthropological research. Adhering to these
guidelines ensures that your work is credible and that your readers can easily trace your intellectual
lineage. This includes correctly citing everything from peer-reviewed journal articles and books to
interviews, unpublished manuscripts, and digital media.

Journal Articles and Books

Citing journal articles and books is a fundamental aspect of academic writing. For journal articles
using the notes and bibliography system, a footnote or endnote will include the author(s), article title,
journal title, volume number, issue number, publication year, and page range. The bibliography entry
will mirror this information. For books, the note and bibliography entry will include the author(s), book
title, publication city, publisher, and publication year. In the author-date system, in-text citations refer
to the author and year, while the reference list provides full bibliographic details.

Edited Volumes and Chapters

Anthropological research often draws upon contributions from multiple authors within a single edited
volume. When citing a chapter from an edited book, the notes and bibliography system requires
specifying the chapter author, chapter title, editors of the volume, book title, page numbers for the



chapter, publication city, publisher, and year. The author-date system follows a similar principle for its
in-text and reference list entries. Proper attribution of both chapter authors and volume editors is
essential.

Citing Ethnographic Data and Field Notes

A significant challenge in anthropological writing is the proper citation of ethnographic data and
personal field notes, which often constitute primary sources. These materials are frequently
unpublished and may contain sensitive information. The Chicago Manual of Style offers guidance on
how to reference such materials while respecting privacy and maintaining academic rigor. It is crucial
to be transparent about the origins of your data and to provide enough information for readers to
understand its context.

Direct Quotes from Interviews

When quoting directly from interviews conducted as part of ethnographic research, it is important to
attribute the quote to the informant. Depending on the context and ethical considerations, the
informant may be identified by name, a pseudonym, or a general descriptor (e.g., "a market vendor").
In the notes and bibliography system, a footnote or endnote would typically include the informant's
identification, the date of the interview, and potentially the location or context. The bibliography
would list these interviews if they are considered a foundational part of the research. For the author-
date system, the in-text citation might be structured to reflect the interview's context, with the full
details in the reference list.

Referencing Field Notes

Field notes are the raw, often jotted-down observations and reflections made during fieldwork. Citing
these requires careful consideration. For the notes and bibliography system, a footnote or endnote
would typically specify the date of the field notes, the location where they were taken, and a brief
description of their content. If the field notes are archived or accessible in some form, that
information should also be provided. The author-date system would adapt this information into its
parenthetical and reference list format, ensuring clarity without disrupting the main text.

Referencing Archival Materials in Anthropology

Anthropological research, especially historical or archaeological, frequently relies on archival
materials such as letters, diaries, government documents, or old photographs. The Chicago Manual of
Style provides clear guidelines for citing these unique sources, ensuring that their provenance and
context are accurately conveyed. Properly referencing archives is vital for demonstrating the basis of
your claims and allowing other scholars to access and verify your evidence.



Specific Archival Documents

When citing a specific document from an archive, the note or reference list entry must include the
name of the archive, the collection name or number, the specific file or item, and the date of the
document. For example, a footnote might read: "Letter from Franz Boas to A. L. Kroeber, June 5, 1920,
Boas Papers, Box 7, Folder 3, American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia." The Chicago style
emphasizes precision in identifying the exact location of the material within the archive to facilitate
retrieval by other researchers.

Reproductions and Digital Archives

In contemporary anthropology, archival materials are often accessed through digital reproductions or
online databases. When citing these, it is important to indicate the original source of the material as
well as the repository or website where it was accessed. For online archives, the URL and date of
access are typically included. This ensures that even if a digital resource changes or disappears, the
researcher can still trace the information back to its origin and the platform through which it was
found.

Beyond Citations: General Formatting for Anthropology
Papers

While citations are a critical component of adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style for anthropology
papers, the guide also addresses broader formatting aspects that contribute to the overall
professionalism and readability of your work. These include manuscript preparation, stylistic
conventions for headings, tables, figures, and even the correct use of capitalization and punctuation.
Attention to these details demonstrates a commitment to scholarly presentation.

Manuscript Preparation

CMOS provides detailed recommendations for manuscript preparation, including margins, line
spacing, font choices, and pagination. For anthropology papers, maintaining double-spacing
throughout the document is standard for drafts and often for final submissions, which aids in
readability and allows for editorial comments. Page numbers should be consistently placed, typically
in the upper right-hand corner. The title page should include all necessary information, such as the
paper title, author's name, course, instructor, and date.

Tables and Figures

Anthropological research often incorporates visual data, such as maps, charts, photographs, or
ethnographic diagrams. CMOS offers specific guidance on how to present these elements effectively.



Tables should be clearly labeled with numbers and titles, and their contents should be readily
understandable. Figures, which encompass all other types of visual representation, should also be
numbered consecutively and include captions that explain their content and provide source
information if applicable. The placement of tables and figures within the text should be logical and
follow the flow of the discussion.

Ethical Considerations in Chicago Style for
Anthropology

Ethical considerations are paramount in anthropological research, particularly when dealing with
human subjects, cultural knowledge, and sensitive information. The Chicago Manual of Style, while
primarily a stylistic guide, indirectly supports ethical practices through its emphasis on accurate
attribution and transparency. For anthropologists, applying CMOS responsibly means not only citing
sources correctly but also considering the implications of how information is presented and who is
credited.

Protecting Informant Anonymity

When citing interviews or ethnographic data, it is often necessary to protect the anonymity of
informants. CMOS guidance on citing personal communications and unpublished materials allows for
flexibility in identifying individuals. Pseudonyms are widely accepted and should be used consistently.
When a pseudonym is used, it is good practice to explain this choice in a footnote or in the
methodology section of the paper. This ensures that the ethical commitment to protecting individuals
is clear to the reader.

Intellectual Property and Cultural Sensitivity

Anthropologists often work with knowledge that is considered sacred or proprietary within certain
communities. Adhering to Chicago style means respecting intellectual property rights and cultural
sensitivities. This extends to how sources are cited and how research findings are presented. If a
particular piece of knowledge is traditionally owned or restricted, the citation practice should reflect
this. This might involve obtaining permission for its use or citing it in a way that acknowledges its
cultural context and ownership without infringing on communal norms.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style for Anthropology
Papers

Even experienced scholars can encounter challenges when applying the Chicago Manual of Style,
especially given the diverse and often unconventional sources encountered in anthropological
research. Being aware of common pitfalls can help you avoid errors and ensure the highest standards



of scholarly presentation. These mistakes can range from minor inconsistencies to more significant
misinterpretations of the guidelines.

Inconsistent Formatting

One of the most frequent issues is inconsistent formatting across different source types or even within
the same source type. For example, using different punctuation or capitalization for journal articles
compared to books, or varying the way author names are presented. Strict adherence to CMOS
requires meticulous attention to detail to ensure uniformity in both notes/in-text citations and the
bibliography/reference list. This includes punctuation, italicization, and the order of elements in each
citation.

Incorrectly Citing Unpublished or Non-Traditional Sources

Anthropology frequently involves citing materials that do not fit neatly into traditional academic
categories, such as personal correspondence, oral histories, or digital media. A common mistake is to
treat these sources as if they were standard published works, leading to incomplete or inaccurate
citations. The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific instructions for these unique sources, and it is
crucial to consult these sections to ensure proper attribution and context are provided.

Over-reliance on Secondary Sources Without Primary
Evidence

While not strictly a CMOS formatting issue, how you incorporate sources can reflect your adherence to
scholarly practice. A pitfall in anthropological papers is an over-reliance on secondary sources without
grounding arguments in primary ethnographic data or archival evidence. Properly citing both primary
and secondary sources, as outlined by CMOS, helps to showcase the foundation of your research and
the original contributions you are making to the field.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes and
bibliography system and the author-date system in Chicago
Manual of Style for anthropology papers?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text. The notes and bibliography
system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the author-date system uses parenthetical
citations with the author's last name and publication year. Both systems conclude with a
comprehensive list of all sources consulted.



Q: Which citation system is more common in anthropology
research?
A: Historically, the notes and bibliography system has been more prevalent in many subfields of
anthropology, especially those involving extensive historical or archival research. However, the
author-date system is increasingly adopted, particularly in archaeology and some areas of cultural
anthropology, for its conciseness.

Q: How should I cite a personal interview conducted for my
ethnographic research using Chicago Manual of Style?
A: For personal interviews, you should cite them using either the notes and bibliography system
(footnotes/endnotes) or the author-date system (in-text parenthetical citations), depending on your
chosen method. In the notes system, a footnote would include the interviewee's identifier (name or
pseudonym), the date of the interview, and potentially the context. The bibliography would list these
interviews. In the author-date system, the in-text citation would refer to the interview's context, with
full details in the reference list. Always prioritize informant anonymity and ethical considerations.

Q: What are the essential elements for citing archival
materials in an anthropology paper according to CMOS?
A: When citing archival materials, essential elements include the name of the archive, the collection
name or number, the specific file or item, and the date of the document. For digital reproductions, the
URL and date of access should also be included. Precision in specifying the location of the material is
critical for other researchers.

Q: Can I use pseudonyms for informants when citing
ethnographic data in my Chicago-style anthropology paper?
A: Yes, using pseudonyms for informants is a common and ethical practice in anthropology to protect
their privacy. When you use pseudonyms, it is good practice to explain this decision in a footnote or in
the methodology section of your paper to maintain transparency.

Q: How do I format a direct quote from a book chapter in an
edited volume using the Chicago Manual of Style for an
anthropology paper?
A: When quoting from a chapter in an edited volume, your footnote or endnote (for the notes and
bibliography system) or in-text citation (for the author-date system) should clearly identify the
chapter author, chapter title, editors of the volume, the book title, the relevant page numbers, and
publication details. The bibliography or reference list entry will contain all these elements and more.



Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when using
Chicago Manual of Style for anthropology papers?
A: Common mistakes include inconsistent formatting across different types of sources, incorrectly
citing unpublished or non-traditional sources like field notes or personal communications, and failing
to adhere to ethical guidelines regarding informant anonymity. Meticulous attention to detail is key.
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