
chicago manual style economics bibliography
The Chicago Manual of Style economics bibliography is a crucial element for scholars, researchers,
and students working within the field of economics. Adhering to the Chicago style ensures clarity,
consistency, and academic integrity in presenting economic research. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the intricacies of creating an accurate and properly formatted bibliography in Chicago style
for economic works, covering common source types and best practices. We will explore the
fundamental principles of bibliographic entries, the specific requirements for academic articles, books,
dissertations, and other relevant economic literature. Understanding these nuances is key to
effectively communicating economic findings and engaging with the broader academic discourse in
this dynamic discipline.
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Understanding the Basics of Chicago Style
Bibliographies

A Chicago Manual of Style economics bibliography, also known as a "Works Cited" or "Bibliography"
page, serves as a complete list of all sources consulted and cited within an economic paper. This list
allows readers to locate the original sources of information, providing a foundation for the author's
arguments and analysis. The Chicago style, unlike some other citation systems, offers two distinct
systems: the Notes-Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. For economics, the Notes-
Bibliography system is often preferred in many academic journals and books, while the Author-Date
system is prevalent in certain subfields or specific institutional requirements. Regardless of the
chosen system, accuracy and meticulous attention to detail are paramount.

The fundamental principle of a Chicago style bibliography is to provide sufficient information for a
reader to retrieve the source. This includes essential elements such as the author's name, the title of
the work, publication details (publisher, place of publication, year), and specific location information
like page numbers for articles or chapters. Consistency is key; once a format is chosen for a particular
type of source, it should be applied uniformly throughout the bibliography. This adherence not only
demonstrates scholarly rigor but also enhances the overall professionalism of the economic research
presented.



Formatting In-Text Citations for Economics

In the Notes-Bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style, in-text citations are typically
presented as footnotes or endnotes. These notes contain numerical superscripts within the text that
correspond to entries on a separate notes page. For economics, these notes should be concise,
providing enough information to identify the source without overwhelming the reader. A full
bibliographic entry for a source is generally not repeated in the notes; instead, subsequent citations
to the same source are shortened.

For example, the first time a particular source is cited, the footnote or endnote might include the full
bibliographic details. Subsequent citations to the same work would then use a shortened form,
typically including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the relevant page number. This
system allows for extensive commentary or supplementary information to be included in the notes
without disrupting the flow of the main text, which is particularly useful when discussing complex
economic models or empirical data. The Author-Date system, conversely, uses parenthetical citations
within the text, such as (Mankiw 2019), followed by a reference list at the end.

Citing Journal Articles in Economics

Academic journal articles are a cornerstone of economic literature, and their proper citation in a
Chicago style economics bibliography is vital. When citing a journal article in the Notes-Bibliography
system, the entry typically includes the author(s)' name(s), the article title, the journal title, the
volume and issue number, the publication year, and the page range of the article. If the article is
accessed online, the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) or URL should also be included.

For example, a typical entry for a journal article would look something like this: Smith, John. "The
Impact of Monetary Policy on Inflation." Journal of Economic Analysis 45, no. 2 (2022): 115-130.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00000000.2022.1234567. Ensuring accuracy in journal titles, volume and
issue numbers, and page ranges is critical for readers to locate the precise source. When multiple
authors are involved, the Chicago style dictates specific formatting for listing their names.

Multiple Authors in Journal Articles

When citing journal articles with multiple authors, the Chicago Manual of Style has clear guidelines.
For two authors, both names are listed, with the first author's name in normal order and the second
author's name reversed (Last Name, First Name). For three or more authors, only the first author's
name is given, followed by "and" and then the last author's name in reverse order, or the abbreviation
"et al." is used after the first author's name, depending on the specific convention preferred by the
publisher or institution. Always check the specific requirements.



Citing Books and Edited Volumes for Economic
Research

Books and edited volumes are also frequent sources in economics. When citing a book in a Chicago
style economics bibliography, the essential components include the author's full name, the book's
title (italicized), the place of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication. For an
edited volume where you are citing a specific chapter, you would also include the chapter author(s),
the chapter title, and the title of the edited volume, along with the page numbers of the chapter.

An example of a book citation might be: Krugman, Paul. The Return of Depression Economics and the
Crisis of 2008. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2008. If citing a specific chapter from an edited
book, the format would be: Stiglitz, Joseph E. "Globalization and its Discontents." In The Oxford
Handbook of Economics, edited by John Smith and Jane Doe, 250-275. Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2019. Pay close attention to punctuation and the use of italics for titles.

Citing Different Editions of Books

When referencing a book that has been published in multiple editions, it is important to cite the
specific edition you consulted. This is typically indicated by including the edition number after the
book's title. For instance, if you are using the third edition of a widely used economics textbook, your
citation would reflect this. This ensures that readers who wish to consult the same material find the
corresponding content, as pagination and even content can vary between editions.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses represent original research and are often valuable resources in economics.
The Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for citing these works. A dissertation citation
typically includes the author's name, the title of the dissertation (italicized), the degree for which it
was written, the university that granted the degree, and the year of completion. If the dissertation has
been published or is available through a database like ProQuest, that information should also be
included.

An example of a dissertation citation: Chen, Li. Essays on Behavioral Economics. PhD diss., Stanford
University, 2021. This format clearly identifies the author, the work's nature, and its academic origin.
For theses, the structure is similar, with "Master's thesis" or "M.A. thesis" replacing "PhD diss."

Citing Online Resources and Data in Economics

The digital age has made online resources and datasets increasingly important in economic research.
When citing websites, online reports, or data repositories, it's crucial to provide as much identifying
information as possible. This includes the author or organization responsible for the content, the title



of the specific page or resource, the name of the website, the publication or last updated date (if
available), and the full URL. Including the date you accessed the information is also highly
recommended, as online content can change or disappear.

For economic data, specific citation practices may vary depending on the data source. However, a
general approach involves identifying the data provider, the name of the dataset, the version or year
of the data, and how it was accessed (e.g., website, direct download). For instance: U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics. "Consumer Price Index - All Urban Consumers." Last modified January 15, 2023.
https://www.bls.gov/cpi/. Consistency in citing online sources is key to ensuring the reproducibility of
research findings.

Importance of DOIs and URLs

The inclusion of Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) and Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) in citations for
online materials is vital. A DOI is a persistent identifier that links to a digital object, ensuring that the
link remains active even if the webpage address changes. For scholarly articles, a DOI is preferred
over a URL. URLs provide a direct pathway to the online resource. When both are available, the DOI
typically takes precedence. Accurate and complete URLs or DOIs allow readers to easily access the
source material.

Common Pitfalls in Chicago Style Economics
Bibliographies

Several common errors can occur when constructing a Chicago style economics bibliography. One
frequent mistake is inconsistency in formatting. This can manifest in variations in how author names
are presented, the use of italics, or the order of bibliographic elements. Another pitfall is neglecting
essential information, such as publication dates or page numbers, which hinders source retrieval.
Furthermore, incorrect punctuation, such as misplaced commas or periods, can render an entry
unclear.

Another common issue is failing to distinguish between different types of sources. For example,
treating a book chapter citation identically to a standalone book citation leads to inaccuracies. Over-
reliance on generic website citations without specific details about the content or source can also be
problematic. Finally, not proofreading the bibliography meticulously before submission is a significant
oversight that can detract from the overall quality of the economic paper.

Tips for Maintaining Consistency in Your Economics
Bibliography

Maintaining consistency in your Chicago style economics bibliography is achievable through several
proactive strategies. First, familiarize yourself thoroughly with the relevant sections of The Chicago



Manual of Style, particularly those pertaining to bibliographies and specific source types common in
economics. Create a template or a style sheet for each type of source you frequently use, outlining
the exact format you will follow.

Utilizing citation management software can also be immensely helpful. Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or
EndNote can automatically format citations and bibliographies according to various style guides,
including Chicago. However, it is still crucial to review the generated output for accuracy, as software
can sometimes make errors. Proofread your bibliography multiple times, ideally with fresh eyes or by
asking a colleague to review it. Finally, consistently refer back to your chosen style guide throughout
the writing and revision process to ensure all entries conform.

The meticulous construction of a Chicago Manual of Style economics bibliography is not merely a
procedural step but a fundamental aspect of scholarly communication. By adhering to the guidelines
for in-text citations, journal articles, books, dissertations, and online resources, economists can
present their research with clarity and credibility. Addressing common pitfalls and employing
strategies for consistency will further enhance the author's ability to contribute effectively to the field.
A well-crafted bibliography solidifies the researcher's work and facilitates the intellectual exchange
that drives economic inquiry forward.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-
Bibliography and Author-Date systems in the Chicago Manual
of Style for economics?
A: The primary difference lies in how citations are presented. The Notes-Bibliography system uses
footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end. The Author-
Date system uses parenthetical citations within the text (e.g., (Smith 2020)) and a reference list at
the end. In economics, the Notes-Bibliography system is often favored in academic journals and
books.

Q: How should I cite a working paper from a prominent
economics research institution in a Chicago style economics
bibliography?
A: To cite a working paper, include the author's full name, the title of the paper (italicized), the name
of the institution or series it belongs to, the paper number (if applicable), and the year of publication
or dissemination. If it's available online, include the URL. For example: Acemoglu, Daron. Why are I-
Phones so good for nothing?. NBER Working Paper No. 20100. National Bureau of Economic Research,
2014. https://www.nber.org/papers/w20100.



Q: What is the correct way to format a citation for an edited
volume where I only cite one chapter?
A: When citing a chapter from an edited volume, you should list the chapter author(s) first, followed
by the chapter title, then the word "In," the title of the edited volume (italicized), the editor(s)'
name(s) preceded by "edited by," the place of publication, the publisher, and the year. Finally, include
the page range of the specific chapter. For instance: Bernanke, Ben S. "The Fed and the Global
Financial Crisis." In The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics, edited by Steven N. Durlauf and
Lawrence E. Blume, 450-465. 2nd ed. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.

Q: Is it necessary to include the DOI for every online source in
my Chicago style economics bibliography?
A: It is highly recommended to include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for any online scholarly
article or resource that has one. DOIs are persistent identifiers that ensure long-term accessibility to
digital content. If a DOI is available, it should be used in lieu of a URL. For other online resources
where a DOI is not applicable, a stable URL is essential.

Q: How do I cite a dataset from a government agency like the
World Bank or the IMF in Chicago style?
A: When citing datasets, provide the name of the organization that created or published the data, the
specific name of the dataset, and the version or date of the data. If accessed online, include the URL
and the date of access. For example: World Bank. "World Development Indicators." Accessed January
20, 2023. https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators.

Q: What are the specific rules for citing multiple works by the
same author in a Chicago style economics bibliography?
A: In a Chicago style economics bibliography, if you have multiple works by the same author, they are
listed alphabetically by title. If multiple works by the same author appear in the same year, you will
use lowercase letters (a, b, c) after the year for both the in-text citation and the bibliography entry.
For subsequent works by the same author, after the first entry, you can use a long dash (an em dash)
in place of the author's name.

Q: Should I italicize the titles of journal articles or books in my
Chicago style economics bibliography?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, book titles are italicized. Titles of articles within journals, chapters
within books, and titles of papers within a series are generally enclosed in quotation marks and not
italicized. The titles of the journals or books themselves in which these shorter works appear are then
italicized.
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