chicago manual style copyright
citation us

Navigating Chicago Manual Style Copyright Citation in the US

chicago manual style copyright citation us mandates a rigorous approach to
acknowledging intellectual property rights, a crucial aspect of academic and
professional writing. Properly citing copyrighted material ensures academic
integrity, respects creators' rights, and helps readers locate the original
sources. This comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of copyright
citation within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) for materials used in the
United States, covering essential principles, specific examples, and common
pitfalls. Understanding these guidelines is paramount for any writer seeking
to maintain credibility and avoid legal complications when incorporating
existing works into their own.
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Understanding Copyright and Citation

Copyright is a form of intellectual property law that protects original works
of authorship, including literary, dramatic, musical, and certain other
intellectual works. In the United States, copyright protection is automatic
upon creation of an original work of authorship fixed in a tangible medium of
expression. The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely respected style guide,
provides clear directives on how to properly attribute and cite copyrighted
materials to respect these legal protections. Proper citation is not merely a
formality; it is a fundamental ethical obligation that acknowledges the
intellectual labor of others and prevents plagiarism.

The act of citing a copyrighted work can serve multiple purposes. Primarily,
it gives credit where it is due, fostering a community of scholarship and
creativity. Secondarily, it allows your readers to trace your sources, verify
your information, and explore the original context of the material you are
referencing. When dealing with copyrighted materials, especially in academic
or professional publications, adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style's
guidelines for copyright citation in the US is essential for maintaining
credibility and avoiding potential legal issues. This involves understanding
not just how to format a citation, but also when and why certain information
must be included.



General Principles of Chicago Style Copyright
Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style's approach to copyright citation prioritizes
clarity and accuracy. The fundamental principle is to provide enough
information for the reader to identify and locate the original source of the
copyrighted material. This often involves including details such as the
author, title, publication date, publisher, and specific location within the
work (e.g., page numbers). When dealing with copyrighted materials,
particularly those requiring permission, the citation needs to be robust and
transparent.

In the context of the United States, copyright is governed by federal law,
and CMOS aligns its recommendations with these legal frameworks. For
unpublished materials, or those where specific rights might be retained by
the author or publisher, the citation may need to reflect this. The manual
emphasizes the importance of noting when permission has been obtained for the
use of copyrighted material, often through a statement accompanying the
citation or within the text itself. This transparency is a hallmark of
ethical scholarship under CMOS.

Identifying Copyrighted Material

Recognizing what constitutes copyrighted material is the first step.
Generally, any original work of authorship fixed in a tangible form is
protected by copyright. This includes books, articles, photographs,
illustrations, music, films, software, and even unpublished manuscripts. The
presence of a copyright notice (© symbol, year, and copyright owner) is a
clear indicator, but its absence does not mean the work is not copyrighted.
Many creators assume copyright protection without explicitly marking their
work.

Writers using such materials must assume they are copyrighted unless
explicitly stated otherwise. The responsibility lies with the user to
investigate the copyright status and obtain necessary permissions if the use
falls outside the scope of fair use. Understanding the scope of copyright
protection in the US, which generally lasts for the life of the author plus
70 years, or 95 years for corporate works, is crucial for determining if
material is in the public domain. If a work is not in the public domain, it
is subject to copyright and requires careful consideration for citation and
potential permission.

When to Cite Copyrighted Material

You must cite copyrighted material whenever you are quoting directly,
paraphrasing, or summarizing information that originates from a copyrighted
source. This includes ideas, data, statistics, and even unique phrasing that
is not common knowledge. The goal is to give credit to the original author
and to allow your audience to follow your research trail. Failing to do so,
even unintentionally, can be construed as plagiarism, a serious academic
offense.

Beyond direct attribution, citing copyrighted material is also important when
you are using visual elements like photographs, illustrations, charts, or

graphs that are protected by copyright. In these cases, the citation not only
identifies the source but also often includes information about the copyright



holder and the terms under which the image may be used. For works that are
still under copyright and require permission, the citation should ideally be
accompanied by a statement confirming that permission has been secured.

Citing Various Types of Copyrighted Works

The Chicago Manual of Style offers specific guidance for citing different
types of copyrighted materials, ensuring that the citation details are
relevant to the format of the original work. Each medium, from books and
articles to digital content and multimedia, has unique characteristics that
inform the citation structure.

Books and Chapters

For books, a standard Chicago style citation typically includes the author's
name, the full title of the book (italicized), the place of publication, the
publisher, and the year of publication. For specific chapters within an
edited book, you would also include the chapter author, the chapter title,
and the page numbers. When a book is under copyright, and you are using an
excerpt that requires permission, ensure this is noted.

e Author(s), Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year).

e Author(s), "Title of Chapter," in Title of Book, ed. Editor(s) (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), page numbers.

Journal Articles and Periodicals

Citing copyrighted journal articles requires specifying the author(s), the
article title, the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue number,
the publication date, and the page range of the article. For online articles,
Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) are preferred if available, as they provide
a stable link to the content. Proper citation of these works is crucial,
especially when they are subject to copyright restrictions and require
permissions for republication.

e Author(s), "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Publication Date): page numbers. DOI (if available).

Websites and Online Content

Citing copyrighted online content, including web pages and articles, involves
providing the author (if known), the title of the specific page or article,
the name of the website (italicized), and the date of publication or last
update. Crucially, you must also provide a retrieval date and a stable URL.
For copyrighted online content, it is particularly important to note any
restrictions or permissions required for use.



e Author(s), "Title of Web Page," Name of Website, publication date,
accessed retrieval date, URL.

Visual Arts and Multimedia

Copyright citation for visual arts (photographs, paintings, sculptures) and
multimedia (films, music) is especially important, as these are often heavily
protected. For visual works, include the artist's name, the title of the work
(italicized), the date of creation, and the medium. For films or music,
include the director or composer, the title, the production company or record
label, and the year. When using such materials, explicitly stating that
permission has been obtained is often a requirement.

e Artist Name, Title of Artwork (Year), Medium, Dimensions, Collection or
Location.

e Director Name, dir. Film Title. Production Company, Year.

Specific Examples of Chicago Style Copyright
Citation

To solidify understanding, let's examine concrete examples of how Chicago
style copyright citations are formatted in the US, encompassing various
scenarios that necessitate careful attribution and acknowledgment of
copyright.

Example: Citing a Photograph

Suppose you are using a photograph from a book that is still under copyright.
The citation in your notes or bibliography would need to clearly identify the
photographer, the title or description of the photograph, and the source
where you found it. If you obtained specific permission for its use, this
should also be indicated.

Note:

Ansel Adams, Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico, 1941, gelatin silver print, The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Permission granted by The Ansel Adams
Publishing Rights Trust.

Bibliography:

Adams, Ansel. Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico. 1941. Gelatin silver print.
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Permission granted by The Ansel
Adams Publishing Rights Trust.

Example: Citing a Song Lyric

When quoting song lyrics that are protected by copyright, you must cite the
songwriter, the song title, the album or source, and the record label or



publisher. It's also common practice to note that permission was obtained for
the use of the lyrics, especially if it's a substantial portion.

Note:

"Like a Rolling Stone," written by Bob Dylan, on Highway 61 Revisited,
Columbia Records, 1965. Lyrics copyright © 1965 by Sony Music Publishing.
Used by permission.

Bibliography:

Dylan, Bob. "Like a Rolling Stone." Highway 61 Revisited. Columbia Records,
1965. Lyrics copyright © 1965 by Sony Music Publishing. Used by permission.

Example: Citing a Blog Post

For a copyrighted blog post, the citation would include the author, the title
of the post, the blog name, the publication date, and the URL, along with a
retrieval date. Explicitly stating if permission was sought or granted is
advisable for clarity.

Note:

Jane Smith, "The Future of AI in Education," Tech Insights Blog, October 26,
2023. Copyright © 2023 by Jane Smith. All rights reserved. Accessed November
15, 2023. https://www.techinsightsblog.com/future-of-ai.

Bibliography:

Smith, Jane. "The Future of AI in Education." Tech Insights Blog, October 26,
2023. Copyright © 2023 by Jane Smith. All rights reserved. Accessed November
15, 2023. https://www.techinsightsblog.com/future-of-ai.

Common Issues and Best Practices for US
Copyright Citations

Navigating Chicago Manual of Style copyright citations in the US can present
challenges. One common issue is determining the exact copyright holder,
especially for older works or those with complex ownership structures.
Another frequent problem is distinguishing between fair use and infringement,
which can impact whether permission is legally required.

To mitigate these issues, it's always best to err on the side of caution. If
there's any doubt about copyright status or fair use, it's advisable to seek
permission. Thoroughly researching the copyright holder and the terms of use
is crucial. When in doubt, consulting legal counsel or a rights and
permissions expert can provide invaluable guidance. Always maintain clear
records of permissions granted and communications related to copyrighted
material use.

Determining Copyright Ownership

Identifying the correct copyright owner is paramount. For published works,
the copyright notice usually indicates the owner, often the author,
publisher, or a corporate entity. For older works, copyright may have
expired, placing them in the public domain. However, tracing ownership for
works that have changed hands, are part of a larger compilation, or are
orphaned (where the owner cannot be identified or located) can be complex. In



the US, copyright registration with the U.S. Copyright Office provides a
public record, which can be a valuable resource for identification.

If a work is published by a commercial entity, the publisher is often the
copyright holder or has been granted rights by the author. For creative
works, especially those created for hire, the company commissioning the work
may own the copyright. When dealing with unpublished manuscripts or personal
papers, copyright typically resides with the author or their heirs. Websites
may have terms of service that specify copyright ownership and usage rights.

Fair Use Doctrine and Permissions

The doctrine of fair use in the United States allows limited use of
copyrighted material without permission for purposes such as criticism,
comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research. However, fair
use 1is a complex and often subjective determination, based on four factors:
the purpose and character of the use, the nature of the copyrighted work, the
amount and substantiality of the portion used, and the effect of the use upon
the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work.

For any use that falls outside the clear boundaries of fair use, or if there
is uncertainty, obtaining explicit permission from the copyright holder is
the safest approach. This process typically involves contacting the copyright
owner (or their designated agent) and formally requesting permission to use
the material, often detailing the intended use, duration, and territory. Some
organizations have dedicated rights and permissions departments to handle
such requests. Always document all correspondence and agreements regarding
permissions.

Permissions and Fair Use Considerations

When working with copyrighted materials in the US, understanding the
interplay between the need for explicit permissions and the allowances
provided by the fair use doctrine is critical. This balance dictates when and
how extensively you can incorporate third-party content into your own work
without infringing on copyright.

When to Seek Explicit Permission

Explicit permission is generally required when your intended use of
copyrighted material goes beyond what is considered transformative or falls
outside the specific categories typically covered by fair use. This includes:

e Republication of substantial portions of a text or a complete work.
e Use of images, music, or video clips in a commercial context.

e Any use that could negatively impact the market for the original
copyrighted work.

e Using copyrighted material in a way that suggests endorsement by the
copyright holder.

e When the scope of use is broad and extends beyond a single academic



paper or presentation.

The process of seeking permission usually involves writing to the copyright
holder, often through their publisher or a dedicated rights agency. You will
need to clearly describe the work you wish to use, the specific portion, and
how you intend to use it (e.g., in a book, on a website, in a presentation).
Be prepared to specify the territory (e.g., worldwide, North America) and
duration of the use. Some rights holders may charge a fee for permission.

Navigating the Fair Use Doctrine

The fair use doctrine is a vital aspect of US copyright law that permits the
limited use of copyrighted material without acquiring permission from the
rights holders. It is a defense against claims of copyright infringement and
is determined on a case-by-case basis by weighing four statutory factors.
These factors are not independent but are balanced against each other:

e Purpose and Character of the Use: Is the use commercial or for nonprofit
educational purposes? Is it transformative, meaning does it add
something new or purpose to the original?

e Nature of the Copyrighted Work: Using factual works is more likely to be
fair use than using highly creative works.

e Amount and Substantiality of the Portion Used: Using a small, non-
essential part of a work is more likely to be fair use than using a
large or critical portion.

e Effect of the Use Upon the Potential Market for or Value of the
Copyrighted Work: Does the use harm the market for the original work?

While fair use can be a valuable tool for scholars and creators, it is not a
definitive permission slip. Relying on fair use without careful consideration
can lead to legal disputes. If you are unsure whether your use qualifies as
fair use, it is always best to consult with a legal professional specializing
in copyright law or to seek explicit permission from the copyright holder.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary purpose of citing copyrighted
material according to the Chicago Manual of Style in
the US?

A: The primary purpose of citing copyrighted material according to the
Chicago Manual of Style in the US is to give credit to the original creator,
acknowledge intellectual property rights, and allow readers to locate the
source material. This ensures academic integrity and respects legal
protections afforded to authors and creators.

Q: Do I need to obtain permission to quote a short



passage from a copyrighted book in my academic paper?

A: For a short passage from a copyrighted book used in an academic paper for
purposes like criticism, commentary, or scholarship, it may fall under the
doctrine of fair use in the US. However, if the passage is substantial or
your use goes beyond typical academic analysis, seeking permission is
advisable to avoid potential infringement. The Chicago Manual of Style guides
you to cite such passages regardless of fair use.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle
copyright for images found online?

A: When using images found online that are protected by copyright, the
Chicago Manual of Style requires proper citation, including the creator,
title, website name, and URL, along with a retrieval date. It is also crucial
to determine the copyright status and, if necessary, obtain permission from
the copyright holder before using the image, as not all online content is
free to use.

Q: What information must be included when citing a
copyrighted photograph in Chicago style for a US
publication?

A: When citing a copyrighted photograph in Chicago style for a US
publication, you should include the photographer's name, the title or
description of the photograph, the year of creation, the medium, and the
collection or location where it can be found. If specific permission was
obtained, it's often recommended to note this alongside the citation.

Q: Is it possible for a work to be copyrighted even
if it doesn't have a copyright notice (©)°?

A: Yes, in the United States, copyright protection is automatic upon creation
of an original work fixed in a tangible medium, regardless of whether a
copyright notice is present. While a notice is a strong indicator, its
absence does not mean the work is in the public domain or free to use without
permission.

Q: How do I cite a copyrighted musical composition or
recording according to Chicago style?

A: To cite a copyrighted musical composition or recording in Chicago style,
you would typically include the composer or songwriter, the title of the
composition, the performing artist, the album title, the record label, and
the year of release. For recordings, specific track information and duration
might also be relevant.

Q: When is it acceptable to use copyrighted material
without seeking explicit permission, relying on the



fair use doctrine?

A: The fair use doctrine in the US allows for limited use of copyrighted
material for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching,
scholarship, or research. The determination of fair use depends on a case-by-
case analysis of four factors: the purpose of the use, the nature of the
copyrighted work, the amount used, and the effect on the market for the
original work. However, relying on fair use can be complex, and seeking
permission is often the safest route when in doubt.
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