CHICAGO MANUAL SPELLING OF POSSESSIVES

TITLE: MASTERING THE CHICAGO MANUAL SPELLING OF PossessIVES: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

INTRODUCTION

CHICAGO MANUAL SPELLING OF POSSESSIVES GOVERNS A CRUCIAL ASPECT OF CLEAR AND CORRECT WRITING, ENSURING
PRECISION IN INDICATING OWNERSHIP OR RELATIONSHIP. UNDERST ANDING THESE RULES IS PARAMOUNT FOR ANYONE AIMING FOR
PROFESSIONAL AND ACADEMIC WRITING EXCELLENCE, ESPECIALLY WHEN ADHERING TO THE WIDELY RESPECTED CHICAGO MANUAL
ofF STYLE (CMOS). THIS GUIDE DELVES DEEP INTO THE INTRICACIES OF FORMING POSSESSIVES ACCORDING To CMOS,
COVERING SINGULAR NOUNS, PLURAL NOUNS, IRREGULAR FORMS, AND THE OFTEN-CONFUSING CASES INVOLVING NAMES AND
ABBREVIATIONS. WE WILL EXPLORE COMMON PITFALLS AND PROVIDE CLEAR, ACTIONABLE ADVICE TO HELP YOU NAVIGATE
THESE GRAMMATICAL WATERS WITH CONFIDENCE, ENHANCING YOUR CREDIBILITY AND THE OVERALL IMPACT OF YOUR WRITTEN
WORK. FROM BASIC APOSTROPHE PLACEMENT TO ADVANCED SCENARIOS, THIS COMPREHENSIVE RESOURCE AIMS TO DEMYSTIFY
THE CHICAGO APPROACH TO POSSESSIVES.
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UNDERSTANDING SINGULAR NOUNS AND POSSESSIVES

THE FUNDAMENTAL RULE FOR FORMING THE POSSESSIVE OF A SINGULAR NOUN IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS
STRAIGHTFORWARD: ADD AN APOSTROPHE FOLLOWED BY AN 'S’ ('S). THIS APPLIES WHETHER THE SINGULAR NOUN ENDS IN A
VOWEL OR A CONSONANT. FOR INSTANCE, THE POSSESSIVE OF “BOOK” IS “BOOK’S,” AND THE POSSESSIVE OF “CHILD” IS
“CHILD’S.” THIS PRINCIPLE ENSURES A CONSISTENT AND EASILY RECOGNIZABLE MARKER OF POSSESSION FOR INDIVIDUAL ENTITIES.

THIS RULE EXTENDS TO SINGULAR NOUNS THAT ALREADY END IN 'S” OR AN ‘X’ SOUND. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
GENERALLY ADVISES ADDING 'S TO SUCH NOUNS. EXAMPLES INCLUDE “BUS'S,” “JAMES’S,” AND “ALEX’S.” W/HILE SOME STYLE
GUIDES MIGHT SUGGEST OMITTING THE ‘S’ AFTER AN EXISTING 'S (E.G., “JAMES™”), CMOS FAVORS THE MORE CONSISTENT
ADDITION OF THE APOSTROPHE AND 'S’ FOR CLARITY AND UNIFORMITY ACROSS ALL SINGULAR NOUNS.

CONSIDER THE CONTEXT OF IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS OR ESTABLISHED PHRASES. EVEN IF A SINGULAR NOUN ENDS IN 'S’, THE 'S
CONSTRUCTION IS TYPICALLY MAINTAINED. THIS APPLIES TO COMMON PHRASES LIKE “FOR GOODNESS' SAKE” OrR “IN HER BOSS'S
SHOES.” THE AIM IS TO MAINTAIN A CLEAR INDICATION OF POSSESSION, EVEN WHEN THE PRONUNCIATION MIGHT BE CHALLENGING



FOR SOME.

PLUrRAL NouUNs AND THEIR PossessiVE FOrMS

THE FORMATION OF POSSESSIVES FOR PLURAL NOUNS UNDER THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE DEPENDS ON WHETHER THE
PLURAL NOUN ENDS IN 'S’ OR NOT. IF A PLURAL NOUN ALREADY ENDS IN ‘S’, THE POSSESSIVE IS FORMED BY SIMPLY ADDING AN
APOSTROPHE AFTER THE 'S’. FOR EXAMPLE, THE POSSESSIVE OF “STUDENTS” IS “STUDENTS',” AND THE POSSESSIVE OF “DOGS”
IS “DoGS".” THIS RULE IS CONSISTENT FOR ALL REGULAR PLURAL NOUNS.

\WHEN A PLURAL NOUN DOES NOT END IN 'S, THE POSSESSIVE IS FORMED BY ADDING AN APOSTROPHE AND AN ‘S’ ('S), MIRRORING
THE RULE FOR SINGULAR NOUNS. THIS TYPICALLY APPLIES TO IRREGULAR PLURAL NOUNS. FOR INSTANCE, THE POSSESSIVE OF
“CHILDREN" IS “CHILDREN'S,” AND THE POSSESSIVE OF “MEN” IS “MEN’S.” RECOGNIZING THESE IRREGULAR PLURALS IS KEY TO
CORRECTLY FORMING THEIR POSSESSIVE COUNTERPARTS.

[T IS CRUCIAL TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN PLURAL NOUNS AND PLURAL POSSESSIVES. “TEACHERS” IS A PLURAL NOUN, REFERRING
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TO MORE THAN ONE TEACHER. " TEACHERS'” IS THE PLURAL POSSESSIVE, INDICATING SOMETHING BELONGING TO MORE THAN ONE
TEACHER, SUCH AS “THE TEACHERS LOUNGE.” CONVERSELY, “TEACHER'S” IS THE SINGULAR POSSESSIVE, DENOTING SOMETHING
BELONGING TO A SINGLE TEACHER, AS IN “THE TEACHER'S DESK.” PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE FINAL CHARACTER OF THE
WOoRD (OR ITS BASE FORM FOR IRREGULARS) IS VITAL.

IRREGULAR PLURAL NOUNS AND POSSESSIVES

THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE HANDLES POSSESSIVES OF IRREGULAR PLURAL NOUNS WITH THE SAME PRINCIPLE APPLIED TO
SINGULAR NOUNS THAT DON'T END IN ‘S’ ADD AN APOSTROPHE AND 'S’ (IS). THESE ARE NOUNS WHERE THE PLURAL FORM IS NOT
CREATED BY ADDING -S OR -ES. FAMILIARITY WITH COMMON IRREGULAR PLURALS IS ESSENTIAL FOR ACCURATE POSSESSIVE
FORMATION.

SOME COMMON IRREGULAR PLURAL NOUNS INCLUDE:

e CHILD (SINGULAR) -> CHILDREN (PLURAL) -> CHILDREN'S (POSSESSIVE)
o MAN (SINGULAR) -> MEN (PLURAL) -> MeN's (POSSESSIVE)

* WOMAN (SINGULAR) -> WOMEN (PLURAL) -> WOMEN'S (POSSESSIVE)
e TooTH (SINGULAR) -> TEETH (PLURAL) -> TEETH'S (POSSESSIVE)

e FOOT (SINGULAR) -> FEET (PLURAL) -> FEET'S (POSSESSIVE)

o MoUsE (SINGULAR) -> MICE (PLURAL) -> MICE's (POSSESSIVE)

e ox (SINGULAR) -> oxeN (PLURAL) -> OxeN's (POSSESSIVE)

THE CONSISTENT APPLICATION OF THE 'S RULE FOR THESE IRREGULAR PLURALS ENSURES THAT THE INDICATION OF POSSESSION
IS CLEAR AND UNAMBIGUOUS, REGARDLESS OF THE NOUN’S BASE FORM. THIS APPROACH SIMPLIFIES THE PROCESS FOR WRITERS,
RELYING ON A SINGLE, UNIFIED RULE FOR MOST POSSESSIVE CONSTRUCTIONS.



Possessives wITH NAMES: CoMMON AND IUNCOMMON SCENARIOS

\W/HEN DEALING WITH PROPER NAMES, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GENERALLY FOLLOWS THE SAME GUIDELINES AS FOR
COMMON NOUNS. FOR SINGULAR NAMES, ADD 'S. So, “JoHN” BECOMES “JoHN’S,” AND “MARIA” BECOMES “MARIA’S.” THIS
APPLIES IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER THE NAME ENDS IN A VOWEL OR A CONSONANT, OR EVEN IF IT ALREADY ENDS IN AN 'S’
SOUND.

FOR NAMES ENDING IN ‘s” OR AN ‘X’ SOUND, CMOS RECOMMENDS ADDING ‘S. THEREFORE, “JAMES” BECOMES “JAMES’S,” AND
“ALEX"” BECOMES “ALEX'S.” THIS CONSISTENT APPLICATION HELPS AVOID CONFUSION AND MAINTAINS A PREDICTABLE PATTERN
FOR POSSESSIVE FORMATION. W/HILE SOME MIGHT OPT FOR OMITTING THE 'S” AFTER AN EXISTING 'S’ FOR PRONUNCIATION EASE,
ADHERING TO THE 'S RULE IS THE PREFERRED CHICAGO METHOD.

PLURAL NAMES PRESENT A DIFFERENT SCENARIO. [F A SURNAME IS BEING USED TO REFER TO A FAMILY, THE PLURAL POSSESSIVE IS
FORMED BY ADDING AN APOSTROPHE AFTER THE 'S’. For EXAMPLE, IF THE FAMILY NAME IS SMITH, THE PLURAL POSSESSIVE IS
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“THE SMITHS'.” THIS INDICATES SOMETHING BELONGING TO THE SMITH FAMILY AS A WHOLE. |T'S IMPORTANT NOT TO CONFUSE
THIS WITH THE SINGULAR POSSESSIVE OF A PERSON NAMED SMITH, WHICH WOULD BE “SMITH's.”

PossessiVE PRONOUNS: A DIFFERENT KIND OF O\WNERSHIP

POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS ARE DISTINCT FROM POSSESSIVE NOUNS AND DO NOT REQUIRE AN APOSTROPHE TO INDICATE
n"on n"on " on s "

POSSESSION. THESE WORDS INHERENTLY SHOW OWNERSHIP. EXAMPLES INCLUDE “MY,” “YouRr,” “His,” “HEr,” “1Ts,” "OUR,
AND “THEIR.” THESE ARE USED BEFORE A NOUN, AS IN “MY BOOK,” “HER CAR,” OR “THEIR HOUSE.”

THE INDEFINITE POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS ALSO FUNCTION WITHOUT APOSTROPHES. W ORDS LIKE “EVERYONE,” “somMesoDY,”
“NogoDY,” AND “ANYONE” FORM THEIR POSSESSIVES BY ADDING ‘S. FOR INSTANCE, “EVERYONE'S OPINION,” “soMEBODY'S
COAT,” AND “NOBODY'S FAULT.” THE ONLY EXCEPTION HERE IS “ITS,” WHICH IS THE POSSESSIVE FORM OF “IT” AND DOES NOT
TAKE AN APOSTROPHE. THIS IS OFTEN CONFUSED WITH THE CONTRACTION “IT’S,” WHICH MEANS “IT I1S” OR “IT HAS.”

SIMILARLY, INTERROGATIVE POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS LIKE “WHOSE” DO NOT TAKE APOSTROPHES. “\W/HOSE BOOK IS THIS?” IS
THE CORRECT CONSTRUCTION. UNDERSTANDING THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS AND NOUNS, AND THE PROPER
USE OF CONTRACTIONS VERSUS POSSESSIVES, IS CRUCIAL FOR GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY. THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE
EMPHASIZES CLARITY AND ADHERENCE TO ESTABLISHED CONVENTIONS FOR THESE ELEMENTS.

POSSESSIVES WITH ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

\WHEN FORMING POSSESSIVES WITH ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GENERALLY FOLLOWS
THE SAME RULES AS FOR REGULAR NOUNS. |F THE ABBREVIATION OR ACRONYM ENDS IN 'S’, ADD 's. For EXAMPLE, “THE USA's
FOREIGN POLICY” OR “THE FBI’S INVESTIGATION.” THIS MAINTAINS CONSISTENCY IN THE APPLICATION OF POSSESSIVE RULES.

IF AN ABBREVIATION OR ACRONYM DOES NOT END IN 'S”, THEN S IS ADDED. THIS APPLIES TO MANY ACRONYMS, SUCH AS
“NASA’s NEw MIssION” or “THE UN’s RESOLUTION.” THE KEY IS TO TREAT THE ABBREVIATION OR ACRONYM AS A WORD AND
APPLY THE STANDARD RULES OF POSSESSIVE FORMATION. THERE ARE NO SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS FOR MOST COMMON
ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS IN THIS REGARD.

IN CASES WHERE AN ABBREVIATION OR ACRONYM IS ALREADY PLURAL AND ENDS IN ISI, YOU WOULD SIMPLY ADD AN
APOSTROPHE, SIMILAR TO PLURAL NOUNS. For EXAMPLE, IF REFERRING TO MULTIPLE ENTITIES REPRESENTED BY AN ACRONYM
THAT ENDS IN ,Sl, YOU WOULD USE THE APOSTROPHE. HO\X/EVER, THIS SCENARIO IS LESS COMMON IN STANDARD USAGE. THE
PRIMARY FOCUS REMAINS ON SINGULAR ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS WHERE THE ‘S RULE IS CONSISTENTLY APPLIED.



W/HeN NoT To Use THE PossessiVE: AvoIDING COMMON ERRORS

A COMMON AREA OF CONFUSION IS THE MISUSE OF THE APOSTROPHE WITH PLURAL NOUNS THAT ARE NOT POSSESSIVE. FOR
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INSTANCE, WRITING “APPLE'S” WHEN REFERRING TO MULTIPLE APPLES IS INCORRECT. THE PLURAL OF “APPLE” IS SIMPLY
" APPLES.” APOSTROPHES ARE FOR POSSESSION OR CONTRACTIONS, NOT FOR FORMING GENERAL PLURALS.

ANOTHER FREQUENT MISTAKE INVOLVES THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN “ITS” (POSSESSIVE PRONOUN) AND “IT'S” (CONTRACTION
of “IT 15" or “IT HAS"). THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS VERY CLEAR ON THIS: “ITS” SHOWS OWNERSHIP AND NEVER HAS
AN APOSTROPHE, WHILE “IT'S” IS A CONTRACTION. FOR EXAMPLE, “THE DOG WAGGED ITS TAIL” IS CORRECT, WHEREAS “IT'S A
BEAUTIFUL DAY USES THE CONTRACTION.

THE POSSESSIVE OF CERTAIN NOUNS THAT DENOTE TIME, MEASURE, OR DEGREE MAY SOMETIMES BE TREATED DIFFERENTLY,
ESPECIALLY IN IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS. HOWEVER, THE GENERAL RULE FOR FORMING POSSESSIVES OF NOUNS ENDING IN 'S’ IS TO
ADD 'S. FOR EXAMPLE, “A DAY'S WORK” AND “A WEEK'S VACATION” FOLLOW THE STANDARD SINGULAR POSSESSIVE
FORMATION. WRITERS SHOULD ALWAYS REFER TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOR SPECIFIC NUANCES IF IN DOUBT, BUT
THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF ADDING ‘S OR JUST AN APOSTROPHE AFTER 'S’ ARE ROBUST.

THe RoLE oF PossessIVES IN SPECIFIC CONTEXTS

IN ACADEMIC AND FORMAL WRITING, PARTICULARLY IN FOOTNOTES AND ENDNOTES AS OUTLINED BY THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF
STYLE, PRECISE POSSESSIVE FORMS ARE CRUCIAL FOR CITATION AND REFERENCING. \W/HETHER REFERRING TO AN AUTHOR'S WORK
OR A PUBLICATION’S TITLE, CORRECT POSSESSIVE FORMATION ENSURES ACCURACY AND PROFESSIONALISM. FOR INSTANCE,
“SMITH'S ANALYSIS” CLEARLY INDICATES OWNERSHIP OF THE ANALYSIS.

LEGAL AND HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS MAY ALSO PRESENT UNIQUE CHALLENGES OR CONVENTIONS REGARDING POSSESSIVES.
W/HILE THE CORE CMOS RULES GENERALLY APPLY, CONTEXT CAN SOMETIMES INFLUENCE USAGE, PARTICULARLY IN ESTABLISHED
LEGAL TERMINOLOGY OR HISTORICAL TITLES. HO\X/EVER/ FOR MOST CONTEMPORARY WRITING, THE STANDARD RULES OF ADDING
‘S OR AN APOSTROPHE ARE THE GOVERNING PRINCIPLES.

THE CLARITY PROVIDED BY CORRECT POSSESSIVE USAGE EXTENDS TO AVOIDING AMBIGUITY. A PHRASE LIKE “THE STUDENTS'
PAPERS” CLEARLY INDICATES THAT THE PAPERS BELONG TO MULTIPLE STUDENTS, DISTINGUISHING IT FROM “THE STUDENT'S
PAPERS/” WHICH IMPLIES PAPERS BELONGING TO A SINGLE STUDENT. THIS PRECISION IS FUNDAMENTAL TO EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION AND IS A HALLMARK OF WRITING THAT ADHERES TO THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

Q: WHAT IS THE BASIC RULE FOR FORMING THE POSSESSIVE OF A SINGULAR NOUN IN
CHICAGO STYLE?

A: THE BASIC RULE FOR FORMING THE POSSESSIVE OF A SINGULAR NOUN IN THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE IS TO ADD AN
APOSTROPHE FOLLOWED BY AN 'S’ (IS). THIS APPLIES WHETHER THE SINGULAR NOUN ENDS IN A VOWEL OR A CONSONANT.

Q: How poes CHICAGO STYLE HANDLE POSSESSIVES FOR PLURAL NOUNS ENDING IN 's’P

A: FOR PLURAL NOUNS THAT ALREADY END IN 'S’, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE DICTATES THAT THE POSSESSIVE IS FORMED
BY SIMPLY ADDING AN APOSTROPHE AFTER THE 'S’. FOR EXAMPLE, “DOGS” BECOMES “DOGS"”



Q: WHAT IS THE RULE FOR IRREGULAR PLURAL NOUNS IN CHICAGO STYLE
POSSESSIVES?

A: FOR IRREGULAR PLURAL NOUNS THAT DO NOT END IN ISI, THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE FOLLOWS THE SAME RULE AS FOR

1 _n

SINGULAR NOUNS: ADD AN APOSTROPHE AND AN 'S’ ('s). FOR EXAMPLE, “CHILDREN" BECOMES "CHILDREN'S.

Q: Does CHICAGO STYLE REQUIRE AN APOSTROPHE FOR POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS?

m"on " n " n " n " n 1,

A: No, POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS SUCH AS “MY,” “your,” “His,” “HEr,” "1Ts,” "OUR,” AND “THEIR” DO NOT REQUIRE

’ ’ ’
/ "

APOSTROPHES. THE WORD “ITS” IS THE POSSESSIVE FORM OF “IT” AND IS DISTINCT FROM THE CONTRACTION "“IT'S.

Q: WHAT I1s THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE'S STANCE ON FORMING POSSESSIVES
FOR NAMES ENDING IN ‘s’?

A: THe CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE GENERALLY RECOMMENDS ADDING 'S TO NAMES ENDING IN 'S’ OR AN ‘s’ soUND. For

1 _n

" " " 1 " 1" " "
EXAMPLE, “JAMES” BECOMES “JAMES'S,” AND “ALEX” BECOMES “ALEX'S.

Q: How ARE POSSESSIVES FORMED FOR FAMILY NAMES IN CHICAGO STYLE?

A: \WHEN REFERRING TO A FAMILY AS A UNIT, THE PLURAL POSSESSIVE OF A SURNAME IS FORMED BY ADDING AN APOSTROPHE
AFTER THE 'S’. FOR EXAMPLE, “THE SMITHS'" REFERS TO SOMETHING BELONGING TO THE SMITH FAMILY.

: Is THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “ITS” AND “IT'S” IN CHICAGO STYLE, AND HOW
7
DOES IT RELATE TO POSSESSIVES?

A: YES, THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE. “ITS” IS THE POSSESSIVE FORM OF “IT” AND NEVER TAKES AN APOSTROPHE. “IT’S
IS A CONTRACTION MEANING “IT 1S” OrR “IT HAS.” THE CHICAGO MANUAL OF STYLE STRICTLY ADHERES TO THIS DISTINCTION.

Q: WHEN SHOULD | AVOID USING THE POSSESSIVE FORM?

A: YOU SHOULD AVOID USING THE POSSESSIVE FORM WHEN SIMPLY INDICATING PLURALITY. FOR EXAMPLE, THE PLURAL OF
“cAR" 15 “cARS,” NOT “CAR’S.” APOSTROPHES ARE FOR POSSESSION OR CONTRACTIONS.
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