
chicago manual spelling of article titles

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides comprehensive guidelines for crafting clear, consistent,

and professional written works, and its rules for article title capitalization are a cornerstone of effective

academic and professional publishing. Understanding the Chicago manual spelling of article titles

ensures that your work adheres to established stylistic conventions, enhancing its credibility and

readability. This article delves deeply into the nuances of CMOS title capitalization, exploring the

rationale behind its rules and offering practical advice for applying them accurately. We will examine

when to capitalize major words, the treatment of prepositions and conjunctions, and common

exceptions that writers often encounter. Furthermore, we will discuss the importance of consistency,

the role of context, and how to navigate the complexities of different types of titles, including those in

scholarly journals and popular media.
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What is Chicago Style Title Capitalization?

The Chicago Manual of Style, often referred to as CMOS, outlines a specific set of rules for



capitalizing words within titles. This style guide, widely respected in academic and publishing circles,

aims for a balance between clarity and aesthetic appeal. The system for title capitalization in Chicago

style is often referred to as "sentence case" for titles, though it differs in significant ways from standard

sentence case. It dictates which words should be capitalized and which should remain lowercase,

providing a standardized approach that eliminates ambiguity.

The core principle of Chicago style title capitalization is to capitalize most words, but with specific

exceptions for certain types of words. This approach is designed to create titles that are both visually

appealing and easy to scan. Understanding these core principles is the first step in mastering Chicago

manual spelling of article titles and ensuring your work meets professional standards.

The Core Rule: When to Capitalize in Chicago Style Titles

The general rule of thumb in Chicago style for title capitalization is to capitalize the first word of the

title, the last word of the title, and all other significant words. This encompasses nouns, pronouns,

verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and subordinate conjunctions. The emphasis here is on "significant" words,

which is where the nuances of the style guide come into play. Properly identifying these significant

words is crucial for accurate adherence to the Chicago manual spelling of article titles.

For instance, in a title like "The Impact of Climate Change on Coastal Ecosystems," the words "The,"

"Impact," "Climate," "Change," "Coastal," and "Ecosystems" are all capitalized because they are the

first word, nouns, and adjectives. The word "on" and "of" are prepositions, which fall under a different

set of rules.

Minor Words: The Exceptions to the Capitalization Rule

Chicago style, like many other style guides, designates certain "minor" words that should generally be



kept in lowercase unless they are the first or last word of the title. These minor words are typically

articles, short prepositions, and coordinating conjunctions. Recognizing these exceptions is

fundamental to correctly applying the Chicago manual spelling of article titles.

The list of words to generally keep lowercase includes:

Articles: a, an, the

Coordinating conjunctions: and, but, for, nor, or, so, yet

Prepositions of three letters or fewer: at, by, for, in, of, on, to, up, etc.

However, there are important caveats to this rule. If any of these minor words appear as the first or

last word of a title, they must be capitalized. For example, in the title "The Art of the Deal," "The" and

"of" are capitalized because "The" is the first word and "Deal" is the last word. The inclusion of "the" in

its middle position is also a common point of confusion.

Handling Prepositions in Chicago Manual Spelling of Article

Titles

Prepositions are a frequent source of ambiguity when it comes to title capitalization. The Chicago

Manual of Style generally requires prepositions of three letters or fewer to be lowercase, unless they

are the first or last word. However, longer prepositions (four letters or more) are typically capitalized.

Examples of prepositions to keep lowercase include:

at



by

for

in

of

on

to

up

Examples of longer prepositions to capitalize include:

about

above

across

after

against

along

among



around

before

behind

below

beneath

beside

between

beyond

during

except

from

inside

into

like

near

over



past

through

under

until

upon

with

within

without

This distinction is critical for accurately following the Chicago manual spelling of article titles, especially

in complex or lengthy titles where prepositions are abundant.

The Role of Conjunctions and Articles

Similar to prepositions, coordinating conjunctions and articles play a defined role in Chicago style title

capitalization. Coordinating conjunctions (and, but, for, nor, or, so, yet) are generally kept lowercase,

regardless of their length, unless they are the first or last word of the title. Articles (a, an, the) follow

the same rule: lowercase unless they begin or end the title.

Consider the title "War and Peace." Here, "and" is a coordinating conjunction and is kept lowercase. In

"To Be or Not to Be," "or" and "to" are both minor words that are correctly capitalized because "To" is



the first word and "Be" is the last word in the first part of the title, and "Not" is also a significant word.

The "to" in "Not to Be" is capitalized due to its position as the last word.

Capitalizing Titles with Hyphenated Words

Hyphenated words in titles present a special consideration under Chicago style. The general rule is to

capitalize the first element of a hyphenated word. If the second element is also a significant word, it

should also be capitalized. If the second element is a minor word (an article, preposition, or

conjunction of three letters or fewer), it remains lowercase.

For example, in the title "Self-Efficacy and Student Performance," both "Self" and "Efficacy" are

capitalized because they are the first and second elements of a hyphenated compound, and "Efficacy"

is a significant word. "Student" and "Performance" are also capitalized as they are nouns. The

conjunction "and" is lowercase because it's a minor word.

In a title like "The State-of-the-Art Technology," the capitalization would be: "The State-of-the-Art

Technology." Here, "The" is capitalized as the first word. "State-of-the-Art" is a hyphenated adjective

phrase. "State" is capitalized as the first element. "of" is a preposition of three letters or fewer, so it

remains lowercase. "the" is an article and remains lowercase. "Art" is capitalized as a significant word.

"Technology" is capitalized as a noun.

Special Cases and Exceptions in Chicago Title Capitalization

While the rules for Chicago manual spelling of article titles are generally consistent, there are a few

special cases and exceptions to be aware of. One such case involves proper nouns, which are always

capitalized regardless of their position or grammatical function. Additionally, if a particular word is

emphasized in the title through quotation marks or italics, its capitalization may follow the conventions



of the surrounding text or be treated differently.

Another important consideration is when a preposition or conjunction is part of a phrasal verb or

functions as an adverb or adjective. In such instances, these words may be capitalized even if they are

short. For example, in a title like "Turn Off the Lights," "Off" would be capitalized because it functions

as part of the phrasal verb "turn off."

When in doubt, consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style is the most reliable way to

ensure accuracy. The manual provides exhaustive examples and detailed explanations for all

scenarios.

Consistency is Key: Applying Chicago Manual Spelling of

Article Titles

Regardless of the specific rules, the most crucial aspect of applying the Chicago manual spelling of

article titles is consistency. Once you have determined the capitalization for a particular title, maintain

that style throughout your document or publication. Inconsistently capitalized titles can appear

unprofessional and detract from the overall quality of your work.

This applies not only to individual titles but also to how you handle similar types of words across

multiple titles within a single work. For example, if you decide to capitalize all prepositions of four

letters or more, you should do so for every title in your document. This uniformity ensures a polished

and professional presentation, reinforcing the credibility of your content.

The Impact of Context on Chicago Style Title Capitalization



The context in which an article title appears can also influence capitalization decisions, although the

core Chicago rules remain paramount. For instance, titles of books, journals, and major works are

typically treated with more emphasis, and adherence to strict capitalization rules is expected. In less

formal contexts, such as internal memos or blog posts, there might be slightly more flexibility, but it's

generally advisable to stick to established style guides.

The Chicago Manual of Style itself recognizes that different publishers may have specific house styles

that deviate slightly from the main guidelines. When working for a particular publication or organization,

it is essential to be aware of and follow their unique style sheet, which may offer variations on the

Chicago manual spelling of article titles. However, for general academic and professional writing, the

standard CMOS rules are the benchmark.

Resources for Chicago Manual of Style Title Capitalization

To master the intricacies of the Chicago manual spelling of article titles, having reliable resources at

your disposal is invaluable. The primary resource, of course, is The Chicago Manual of Style itself. It is

updated periodically, so ensuring you are referencing the most current edition is important.

Beyond the manual, many university writing centers and reputable online style guides offer summaries

and tutorials on Chicago style title capitalization. These can be helpful for quick references and to

reinforce your understanding. Furthermore, style guides specific to academic disciplines may provide

tailored advice that complements CMOS. Familiarizing yourself with these resources will empower you

to apply the Chicago manual spelling of article titles with confidence and accuracy.

FAQ



Q: What are the main differences between Chicago style title

capitalization and title case?

A: While both are forms of title capitalization, Chicago style title capitalization generally follows a more

specific set of rules for capitalizing minor words like articles, prepositions, and conjunctions. Title case,

as commonly understood, often capitalizes all significant words and may have slightly different rules for

prepositions and conjunctions depending on the specific style guide being used. Chicago style is

known for its precise definitions of "significant" versus "minor" words.

Q: Should I capitalize "and" in a Chicago style article title?

A: You should only capitalize "and" in a Chicago style article title if it is the first or last word of the title.

Otherwise, as a coordinating conjunction, it should remain lowercase.

Q: How do I capitalize prepositions in Chicago style titles?

A: Generally, prepositions of three letters or fewer (e.g., at, by, for, in, of, on, to, up) are capitalized

only if they are the first or last word of the title. Prepositions of four letters or more (e.g., about, above,

across, between, through) are typically capitalized regardless of their position.

Q: What is the Chicago Manual's rule for hyphenated words in titles?

A: For hyphenated words in Chicago style titles, capitalize the first element. Capitalize the second

element if it is a significant word (noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun). If the second element is a

minor word (article, short preposition, conjunction), it remains lowercase.

Q: Are there any exceptions to the Chicago style title capitalization



rules?

A: Yes, there are exceptions. Proper nouns are always capitalized. If a short preposition or conjunction

functions as part of a phrasal verb or as an adverb or adjective, it may be capitalized. Consulting the

latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style is recommended for definitive guidance on exceptions.

Q: Should I capitalize "the" in a Chicago style article title?

A: You should capitalize "the" in a Chicago style article title only if it is the first or last word of the title.

Otherwise, as an article, it remains lowercase.

Q: How does Chicago style handle titles that are questions?

A: The capitalization rules for questions in Chicago style are the same as for declarative titles.

Capitalize the first word, the last word, and all significant words. The question mark is placed at the

end of the title.

Q: What is the best way to ensure I am consistently applying Chicago

manual spelling of article titles?

A: The best way to ensure consistency is to have a copy of The Chicago Manual of Style and refer to

its guidelines whenever you are unsure. Creating a small cheat sheet of common minor words can

also be helpful. Once you've made a decision on capitalization for a specific word type, apply it

uniformly throughout your work.
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