
chicago manual plagiarism guide
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is an indispensable resource for academic
and professional writers, offering comprehensive guidance on a wide array of
stylistic and citation conventions. Among its most critical sections is its
treatment of plagiarism, providing a robust framework for understanding,
avoiding, and properly attributing sources. This detailed article will delve
deep into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual plagiarism guide,
illuminating its principles, common pitfalls, and best practices for
scholarly integrity. We will explore what constitutes plagiarism according to
CMOS, differentiate between various forms of academic dishonesty, and outline
the Chicago style's approach to in-text citations and bibliographical entries
to prevent inadvertent plagiarism. Furthermore, this guide will address the
ethical implications and consequences of plagiarism, emphasizing the
importance of meticulous source management and ethical writing practices as
detailed in the Chicago Manual.
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Understanding Plagiarism in the Chicago Manual
of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) dedicates significant attention to the
crucial issue of plagiarism, recognizing it as a serious breach of academic
and professional ethics. Its guidelines are designed to equip writers with
the knowledge and tools necessary to ensure that all borrowed material is
properly acknowledged, thereby upholding the integrity of their work and
respecting the intellectual property of others. Understanding these
principles is paramount for anyone seeking to publish or present research,
whether in an academic setting or a professional context.



Defining Plagiarism: What CMOS Considers Dishonest

According to the Chicago Manual, plagiarism encompasses the act of presenting
someone else's words, ideas, or data as one's own without proper attribution.
This definition is broad and covers a spectrum of behaviors, from outright
copying to more subtle forms of intellectual theft. The core principle is
that any information, whether factual, conceptual, or creative, that
originates from another source must be clearly identified as such. Failure to
do so constitutes a misrepresentation of authorship and a violation of
scholarly norms.

CMOS emphasizes that plagiarism is not solely about verbatim copying. It also
includes the appropriation of distinctive phrases, sentence structures, or
even the specific organization of an argument, if these are presented without
acknowledging the original source. The manual stresses that the originality
of the expression, not just the novelty of the idea, is subject to
intellectual property rights. Therefore, even when rephrasing an idea, if the
unique expression or unique arrangement of thoughts is borrowed, it must be
cited.

Intentional vs. Unintentional Plagiarism

While the act of plagiarism is always a transgression, CMOS acknowledges that
the intent behind it can differ. Intentional plagiarism involves a deliberate
attempt to deceive readers by passing off another's work as one's own, often
for personal gain or to avoid the effort of original composition. This is the
most egregious form of academic dishonesty. Unintentional plagiarism, on the
other hand, arises from carelessness, oversight, or a lack of understanding
of proper citation practices. This can occur through inadequate note-taking,
misinterpreting paraphrasing rules, or simply forgetting to include a
citation.

Regardless of intent, both forms of plagiarism can have severe consequences.
CMOS’s framework encourages writers to be meticulously careful to avoid even
unintentional slips that could be construed as plagiarism. The emphasis is on
developing habits and practices that guarantee thorough and accurate
attribution in all circumstances, thereby safeguarding the writer's integrity
and the credibility of their work.

Forms of Plagiarism

The Chicago Manual of Style implicitly or explicitly addresses various forms
of plagiarism to ensure comprehensive understanding and avoidance. These can
manifest in several ways:



Direct Plagiarism: This is the most straightforward form, involving the
verbatim copying of text from a source without quotation marks or
attribution.

Mosaic Plagiarism (Patchwriting): This occurs when a writer uses phrases
or sentences from a source, or slightly alters them, and weaves them
into their own text without proper citation. It's a subtle form where
the original wording is obscured but not entirely changed.

Paraphrasing Plagiarism: This happens when a writer rephrases another's
ideas in their own words but fails to cite the original source. Even
though the wording is different, the underlying idea still belongs to
another author.

Self-Plagiarism: This involves reusing one's own previously published
work without proper acknowledgment. While perhaps less ethically fraught
than plagiarizing another, it can still be considered academic
dishonesty in certain contexts, especially if presented as new work.

Accidental Plagiarism: As mentioned, this stems from genuine mistakes,
such as forgetting to record a source during research or misinterpreting
citation requirements.

The Chicago Style Citation System: A Plagiarism
Prevention Tool

The Chicago Manual of Style provides two primary systems for acknowledging
sources: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are
designed to facilitate clear and consistent attribution, thereby serving as
powerful tools to prevent plagiarism. By adhering meticulously to these
citation formats, writers can ensure that every piece of borrowed information
is traceable to its origin.

In-Text Citations in Chicago Style

In the notes-bibliography system, which is common in the humanities, brief
parenthetical notes or numbered footnotes/endnotes are used within the text
to refer readers to the full bibliographic information. These notes contain a
superscript number corresponding to a note in the endnotes section or a
footnote at the bottom of the page. Each note includes specific details about
the source, such as author, title, and page number.

For the author-date system, typically used in the sciences and social
sciences, brief parenthetical citations are placed directly in the text,



usually including the author's last name and the publication year, and often
the page number. This allows readers to quickly identify the source of
information without extensive interruption to the text's flow. For example,
(Smith 2020, 45) indicates that the information comes from Smith's
publication in 2020, on page 45.

The Bibliography or Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by its comprehensive endnotes
or footnotes. Each note provides a precise reference to the source consulted.
If the same source is cited multiple times, subsequent citations can be
shortened. At the end of the work, a bibliography is presented, listing all
the sources cited in the notes, alphabetically by author's last name. This
comprehensive listing allows readers to find the original source and verify
the information, a critical step in academic rigor and plagiarism prevention.

The full Chicago Manual of Style provides extensive examples for constructing
notes and bibliography entries for a vast array of source types, including
books, journal articles, websites, and even unpublished materials. Mastering
these specific formatting requirements is crucial for accurate and effective
citation, thereby minimizing the risk of accidental plagiarism. The detailed
nature of these entries ensures that no information is left unattributed.

Properly Quoting and Paraphrasing

CMOS provides clear guidelines on how to incorporate material from other
sources. When quoting directly, the exact wording of the source must be used,
enclosed in quotation marks (or block indented for longer passages), and
followed by a citation indicating the page number(s). Any omissions or
additions within the quote must be clearly marked with ellipses or brackets,
respectively.

Paraphrasing involves restating an idea or concept from a source in your own
words and sentence structure. Crucially, even when paraphrasing, the original
author's idea must be attributed. A citation is required after the
paraphrased content, directing the reader to the original source. The key is
not just to change a few words but to fully understand the source material
and then express its essence in your unique voice while still giving credit.

When to Cite: Avoiding Common Oversight

Writers must cite any information that is not common knowledge. This
includes:



Direct quotations from a source.

Paraphrased ideas or arguments from a source.

Specific facts, statistics, or data that are not widely known.

Information or ideas that you learned from your research, even if you've
put them into your own words.

Any material that could be considered intellectual property of another
individual or entity.

Common knowledge, such as widely accepted historical facts (e.g., the
approximate date of World War II) or general scientific principles understood
by most educated individuals, does not typically require citation. However,
it is always better to err on the side of caution and cite if there is any
doubt about whether something is considered common knowledge.

Ethical Considerations and Consequences

Plagiarism is fundamentally an ethical issue. It undermines the trust between
author and audience, devalues the work of original thinkers, and can have
serious repercussions for the plagiarist. The Chicago Manual of Style, by
providing clear guidelines for attribution, aims to foster a culture of
academic honesty and intellectual integrity.

Maintaining Academic Integrity

Upholding academic integrity means acknowledging the contributions of others
and presenting one's own work honestly. When writers adhere to the principles
of the Chicago Manual plagiarism guide, they demonstrate respect for the
scholarly community and the research process. This commitment to honesty is
the bedrock of credible scholarship. Proper citation ensures that readers can
follow the author's intellectual journey, evaluate their sources, and engage
with the original materials themselves.

The Impact of Plagiarism on Your Reputation

The discovery of plagiarism can have devastating consequences for an
individual's academic and professional career. Institutions often have strict
policies against plagiarism, which can lead to failing grades, suspension, or
even expulsion from academic programs. In professional settings, plagiarism
can result in job loss, damage to reputation, and legal ramifications. The



trust built over years of work can be irrevocably broken by a single instance
of academic dishonesty.

Best Practices for Avoiding Plagiarism

Proactive strategies are the most effective way to prevent plagiarism. By
integrating good research and writing habits, writers can significantly
reduce the risk of unintentional slips and maintain a high standard of
academic integrity.

Thorough Research and Note-Taking

During the research phase, it is essential to meticulously record all source
information for every piece of material you collect. This includes author,
title, publication details, and crucially, the exact page numbers where
information was found. When taking notes, clearly distinguish between direct
quotes, paraphrased ideas, and your own thoughts or analyses. Using different
colored pens, distinct sections in your notebook, or specific formatting in
digital notes can help maintain this clarity. Always note the source of every
quotation and paraphrased idea immediately as you record it.

Using Citation Management Software

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can be invaluable for managing
research sources and generating citations in various styles, including
Chicago. These programs allow you to store bibliographic information for all
your sources and can often automatically format in-text citations and
bibliographies. While these tools are powerful aids, they are not foolproof.
Writers must still understand the principles of citation and review the
generated citations for accuracy and completeness.

Seeking Clarification and Guidance

If you are ever unsure about whether a particular piece of information needs
to be cited, or how to properly cite a specific type of source, it is always
best to seek clarification. Consulting your instructor, a university writing
center, or a librarian can provide the necessary guidance. The Chicago Manual
of Style itself is the ultimate authority, and its detailed examples can help
resolve most formatting or citation dilemmas. Proactive engagement with these
resources is a sign of responsible scholarship.



FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system in
the Chicago Manual of Style for avoiding plagiarism?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text.
The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for
citation and a comprehensive bibliography at the end, common in humanities.
The author-date system uses brief parenthetical citations in the text (e.g.,
Smith 2020, 45) and a reference list at the end, often used in sciences. Both
systems aim to clearly attribute sources to prevent plagiarism, but they
offer different organizational approaches for readers.

Q: Does the Chicago Manual of Style consider
paraphrasing without a citation to be plagiarism?
A: Yes, absolutely. The Chicago Manual of Style, like all reputable style
guides, considers paraphrasing someone else's ideas, arguments, or findings
in your own words without proper attribution to be a form of plagiarism. The
act of rephrasing does not negate the need to credit the original source of
the idea.

Q: What are the most common forms of plagiarism that
the Chicago Manual of Style implicitly warns
against?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style implicitly warns against several forms of
plagiarism, including direct copying without quotation marks or citation,
mosaic plagiarism (patchwriting), and paraphrasing without citation. It also,
by extension, discourages presenting any borrowed material – words, ideas,
data, or images – as original work without acknowledgment.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style advise
writers to handle direct quotations to avoid
plagiarism?
A: To avoid plagiarism when using direct quotations, the Chicago Manual of
Style mandates that the exact wording must be enclosed in quotation marks (or
set as a block quotation for longer passages) and followed by a citation that
includes the specific page number(s) where the quote appears. Any alterations
to the quote must be clearly indicated.



Q: What is the role of the bibliography in the
Chicago Manual of Style's approach to plagiarism
prevention?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, the bibliography serves as a
comprehensive list of all sources cited in the work. It allows readers to
easily locate and consult the original sources, thereby verifying the
author's use of material and ensuring that all borrowed information is
transparently attributed, which is a fundamental aspect of plagiarism
prevention.

Q: Can using a unique sentence structure or original
phrasing from a source without citation still be
considered plagiarism according to CMOS?
A: Yes. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes that plagiarism is not solely
about copying words but also about appropriating distinctive ideas,
arguments, or even the unique structure of an author's work. If a particular
phrasing or sentence structure is original and distinctive to a source,
borrowing it without attribution can still be considered plagiarism, even if
it's not a verbatim copy.

Q: What is the general rule of thumb regarding
common knowledge and citation according to the
principles supported by the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The general rule supported by the Chicago Manual of Style is that common
knowledge, which is information widely known and accessible to a general
audience within a specific field or society, does not require citation.
However, if there is any doubt about whether a piece of information is
considered common knowledge, it is always safer to cite the source.
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