
chicago manual paraphrase citation formatting

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected style guide that offers comprehensive

instructions on all aspects of manuscript preparation and citation. When it comes to paraphrasing

sources, understanding the nuances of Chicago manual paraphrase citation formatting is crucial for

academic integrity and clarity. This guide delves deep into the principles and practical application of

citing paraphrased material according to CMOS, ensuring your academic work is both accurate and

compliant. We will explore the fundamental requirements, the differences between parenthetical and

footnote/endnote citations, and the essential elements that constitute a correct Chicago style

paraphrase. Furthermore, we will examine common pitfalls and offer best practices for effectively

integrating paraphrased ideas into your own prose, all while maintaining proper attribution.
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Understanding the Core Principles of Chicago Manual

Paraphrase Citation Formatting

At its heart, Chicago manual paraphrase citation formatting is about giving credit where credit is due



and enabling your readers to locate the original source of the information you have integrated into your

work. Paraphrasing involves restating someone else's ideas or information in your own words and

sentence structure. While you are not directly copying the original phrasing, the underlying thought or

data still belongs to the original author. Therefore, acknowledging this intellectual ownership through

proper citation is non-negotiable. CMOS emphasizes clarity, consistency, and comprehensiveness in

its citation guidelines, and this extends to how paraphrased material is handled.

The fundamental principle behind any citation system, including Chicago style, is to avoid plagiarism.

Plagiarism is the act of presenting someone else's work or ideas as your own, whether intentionally or

unintentionally. Proper citation practices ensure that you are transparent about the origins of your

information, thereby demonstrating your research integrity. When paraphrasing, you are essentially

summarizing or explaining a concept from another source. Even though the words are yours, the core

idea is not, necessitating a citation.

When to Cite: The Necessity of Paraphrasing and Attribution

Attribution is required whenever you use information that is not common knowledge, regardless of

whether you are quoting directly or paraphrasing. Common knowledge refers to facts that are widely

known and can be found in numerous readily available sources without attribution, such as "the capital

of France is Paris." However, any specific statistic, unique argument, theory, or interpretation

presented by another scholar requires proper citation when you include it in your writing, even if you

have rephrased it significantly.

The decision to paraphrase rather than quote directly often stems from a desire to integrate source

material more smoothly into your own narrative or to explain a complex idea in a more accessible way

for your audience. However, this stylistic choice does not negate the need for citation. If the idea

originated with another author, your paraphrase must be accompanied by a citation that points your

reader back to the original source. This rule applies to all forms of academic writing, from essays and

research papers to dissertations and books.



Types of Chicago Style Citations for Paraphrasing

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for documenting sources: the notes-

bibliography system and the author-date system. Both systems are acceptable for paraphrasing, but

the specific format of the in-text citation and the corresponding reference list entry will differ. The

choice between these two systems often depends on the conventions of a particular academic

discipline or the preference of the publisher.

The notes-bibliography system, which is more common in the humanities, uses numbered footnotes or

endnotes to cite sources. The author-date system, prevalent in the sciences and social sciences, uses

parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and the year of publication.

Footnote and Endnote Citation for Paraphrased Content

When employing the notes-bibliography system, each instance of a paraphrased idea requires a

corresponding note (either a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the

chapter or document). The first time a source is cited in a note, the citation is typically full, including

the author's name, title of the work, publication details, and page number. Subsequent citations to the

same source can be shortened, often using only the author's last name and page number.

For a paraphrase, the footnote or endnote should include the page number(s) from which the idea was

drawn. This is crucial because while the wording is yours, the specific point you are referencing is

located on a particular page (or pages) within the original source. For example, a footnote might

appear as:

1. John Smith, The History of Ideas (New York: Academic Press, 2020), 45.



If you are citing the same source again in a subsequent note, it would be shortened:

2. Smith, History of Ideas, 45.

3. Smith, 45.

It is essential to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the most up-to-date

guidelines on note formatting, as subtle changes can occur between editions.

Author-Date Citation for Paraphrased Content

In the author-date system, paraphrased material is cited directly in the text using parenthetical

references. This citation typically includes the author's last name and the year of publication. If the

author's name is already mentioned in the sentence, only the year needs to be included in

parentheses. Page numbers are generally not required for paraphrases in the author-date system

unless the source lacks page numbers or if you wish to direct the reader to a specific location for

clarity or further detail.

A typical parenthetical citation for a paraphrase would look like this:

(Smith 2020)

If the author's name is part of the sentence:

According to Smith (2020), the history of ideas is a complex field.



If you want to specify a page number for greater precision, you can do so:

(Smith 2020, 45)

Regardless of the system used, the in-text citation must correspond to a full bibliographic entry in the

reference list (or bibliography) that appears at the end of your document. This entry provides all the

necessary information for a reader to locate the original source.

Essential Elements of a Chicago Style Paraphrase Citation

Whether using footnotes/endnotes or author-date, a complete Chicago style citation for a paraphrase

requires specific pieces of information. These elements are critical for accurate attribution and source

retrieval. The core components include:

Author's Name: The full name of the author or authors.

Title of Work: The title of the book, article, or other source, italicized for books and in quotation

marks for articles.

Publication Information: This includes the publisher, place of publication, and year for books. For

articles, it includes the journal title, volume, issue, and date.

Page Number(s): The specific page or page range from which the paraphrased information was

taken. This is particularly important for notes-bibliography and optional but recommended for

author-date.

The precise order and punctuation of these elements will vary slightly depending on whether you are



constructing a full note, a shortened note, or a reference list entry, and which of the two main Chicago

style systems you are employing. Always refer to the authoritative guide for precise formatting

conventions.

Key Differences: Paraphrase vs. Direct Quotation in Chicago

Style

The primary distinction between citing a paraphrase and citing a direct quotation in Chicago style lies

in the presentation of the material itself, not in the fundamental requirement for citation. When you

quote directly, you reproduce the author's exact words, enclosed in quotation marks. This exact

replication demands meticulous accuracy and a clear indication of the borrowed language.

Paraphrasing, conversely, involves rephrasing the original author's ideas in your own words and

sentence structure. While the wording is yours, the core concept remains that of the original author,

necessitating attribution. For both direct quotes and paraphrases, the citation must clearly point to the

source. However, with direct quotes, the page number is almost always mandatory to allow readers to

find the exact phrasing. For paraphrases, while page numbers are highly recommended, in some

contexts within the author-date system, they might be omitted if the idea is presented in a more

general sense, although this is often discouraged for precision.

Common Challenges in Chicago Manual Paraphrase Citation

Formatting

One of the most frequent challenges is accurately identifying what constitutes the "original" phrasing

when paraphrasing. Students might inadvertently retain too much of the original sentence structure or

a key phrase, leading to accidental plagiarism even with a citation. Another challenge is determining



the appropriate level of detail for a paraphrase; a paraphrase should condense and explain, not simply

rearrange words.

Deciding which page number to cite can also be tricky. If an idea is developed across several pages,

you may need to cite a range of pages, or the most representative page. Confusion often arises

regarding when to use the notes-bibliography system versus the author-date system, and how to

correctly format the corresponding entries for various source types (books, journal articles, websites,

etc.). Ensuring consistency throughout the entire paper is paramount, and deviations, even minor ones,

can detract from the professionalism of the work.

Best Practices for Effective Paraphrasing and Citation

To excel at Chicago manual paraphrase citation formatting, start by thoroughly understanding the

original source material. Read the passage carefully, set it aside, and then try to explain the idea in

your own words without looking at the original. Focus on capturing the essence of the author's

argument or information. Once you have drafted your paraphrase, compare it side-by-side with the

original to ensure you have not inadvertently used too much of the original wording or structure.

Always err on the side of caution and cite even when you are unsure. It is better to provide an

unnecessary citation than to omit a necessary one. Keep meticulous records of your sources as you

research, noting down author, title, publication details, and the specific page numbers for every piece

of information you intend to use. Regularly consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or

reliable guides that adhere to its principles. This diligence will ensure your paraphrases are both

ethically sound and correctly formatted.

FAQ



Q: What is the primary difference between paraphrasing and quoting in

Chicago style citation formatting?

A: The primary difference lies in the presentation of the text. A direct quote reproduces the author's

exact words, enclosed in quotation marks. A paraphrase rephrases the author's ideas and information

in your own words and sentence structure. Both require citation, but the presentation of the borrowed

material is distinct.

Q: Do I always need to include a page number when paraphrasing in

Chicago style?

A: In the notes-bibliography system, a page number is generally always required for paraphrases to

pinpoint the location of the idea within the source. In the author-date system, page numbers are often

optional for paraphrases but are highly recommended for clarity and to help readers locate the specific

information efficiently.

Q: What are the main citation systems in Chicago style, and which is

used for paraphrasing?

A: Chicago style has two main systems: the notes-bibliography system (using footnotes/endnotes) and

the author-date system (using parenthetical in-text citations). Both systems are used for paraphrasing,

with the specific format of the citation differing between them.

Q: How do I ensure my paraphrase is truly in my own words and not

too close to the original source?

A: To ensure your paraphrase is original, read the source material, understand its meaning, then put it

aside and write the idea in your own words and sentence structure. Compare your paraphrase to the

original text to check for similarities in wording and sentence construction. If you find too much overlap,



revise it further.

Q: What information must be included in a Chicago style reference list

entry for a paraphrased source?

A: The reference list entry must include all necessary bibliographic information to identify and locate

the original source, such as the author's name, title of the work, publication details (publisher, year,

location for books; journal title, volume, issue, date for articles), and any other relevant data like URLs

or DOIs.

Q: Can I paraphrase an idea that is common knowledge?

A: No, you generally do not need to cite common knowledge, which is information widely known and

available from multiple sources without attribution. However, if an idea is a specific argument, theory,

interpretation, or statistic from a particular author, it requires citation even if it's paraphrased.

Q: How do I cite a source for the first time versus subsequent times

when paraphrasing in the notes-bibliography system?

A: The first citation of a source in a note will be a full citation including author, title, publication

information, and page number. Subsequent citations to the same source can be shortened, typically

using the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.

Q: What is the purpose of the reference list (or bibliography) in

Chicago style when paraphrasing?

A: The reference list or bibliography provides a complete alphabetical list of all the sources cited in

your work. It allows readers to easily find and consult the original sources you have used, ensuring

transparency and facilitating further research.



Q: Is it permissible to slightly change a few words of the original text

and still call it a paraphrase?

A: No, simply changing a few words while retaining the original sentence structure and most of the

vocabulary is often considered mosaic plagiarism, not a true paraphrase. A paraphrase requires a

substantial rewording and restructuring of the original idea into your own authentic voice.
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