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The Chicago Manual of Style Trending Changes: Navigating the Evolving Landscape

chicago manual of style trending changes are a crucial aspect for anyone involved in professional writing,
editing, and publishing. As language evolves and digital platforms reshape communication, the esteemed
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) consistently adapts to reflect these shifts. This article delves into the most
significant trending changes and emerging considerations within the CMOS, offering a comprehensive
overview for writers, editors, and scholars. We will explore how the manual addresses evolving linguistic
norms, the impact of digital media, and the nuances of inclusivity in contemporary writing. Understanding
these trends is vital for maintaining accuracy, clarity, and adherence to best practices in academic,
professional, and creative contexts.

Table of Contents

Introduction to CMOS Trends
Evolving Linguistic Norms and Grammar
The Impact of Digital Media on Style
Inclusivity and Bias-Free Language in CMOS
Key Updates and Emerging Considerations
Citation and Referencing Adaptations
The Future of Chicago Style

Introduction to CMOS Trends
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) has long been a cornerstone of clear and consistent writing in the
English-speaking world. However, the dynamic nature of language and the ever-evolving digital
landscape necessitate regular updates and considerations within its guidelines. Understanding the current
trending changes in the CMOS is not merely an academic exercise; it is a practical necessity for ensuring
that one's work remains current, accessible, and authoritative. These changes reflect broader societal shifts
in how we communicate, particularly concerning inclusivity, digital formats, and the very structure of
information dissemination.

This comprehensive exploration aims to demystify the most prominent trending changes in the Chicago
Manual of Style. We will examine how the manual is adapting to new grammatical conventions, the
pervasive influence of online communication, and the critical importance of employing bias-free language.
By dissecting these key areas, writers and editors can gain a deeper appreciation for the manual's
responsiveness and a clearer path to implementing its latest recommendations. The goal is to equip readers
with the knowledge to navigate these evolving standards with confidence and precision.



Evolving Linguistic Norms and Grammar
Language is a living entity, constantly shaped by usage and societal norms. The Chicago Manual of Style, in
its periodic updates and ongoing considerations, reflects this fluidity, particularly in areas of grammar and
punctuation. One of the most observable trends is the increasing acceptance of singular "they." While
traditionally considered a grammatical error by some, the use of singular "they" as a gender-neutral
pronoun is now widely acknowledged and recommended by CMOS when the gender of a person is
unknown or irrelevant, or when referring to individuals who identify as non-binary. This shift
acknowledges the importance of inclusive language and aligns with contemporary understandings of
gender identity.

Beyond pronoun usage, trending changes also touch upon sentence structure and the acceptance of certain
linguistic innovations. The manual often addresses the evolving use of apostrophes, especially in possessives
and contractions, and provides guidance on hyphenation and compound modifiers in light of common usage
patterns. Furthermore, CMOS continues to refine its advice on the clarity and conciseness of prose,
encouraging writers to favor direct language and avoid jargon where possible. This emphasis on clarity
remains a constant, even as specific stylistic recommendations adapt to new linguistic trends and
communication practices.

The Rise of Singular "They"
The explicit endorsement and detailed guidance on the use of singular "they" is one of the most significant
trending changes in modern style guides, including CMOS. This pronoun has transitioned from a point of
grammatical contention to a widely accepted and often preferred form of gender-neutral singular
reference. The manual provides practical advice on how to integrate singular "they" seamlessly into various
grammatical contexts, ensuring that writers can employ it effectively without sacrificing clarity or stylistic
elegance. This reflects a broader societal movement towards greater recognition and validation of non-
binary identities.

Punctuation and Sentence Construction Adaptations
CMOS consistently reviews punctuation conventions to ensure they align with current writing practices
and enhance readability. This includes ongoing discussions about the serial (or Oxford) comma, with the
manual generally favoring its consistent use for clarity, though acknowledging that certain contexts might
allow for its omission. Trending changes also address the proliferation of em dashes and en dashes, offering
refined guidance on their appropriate applications for setting off parenthetical information or indicating
ranges. The manual also provides updated recommendations on the use of colons and semicolons,
encouraging their judicious use to improve sentence flow and prevent ambiguity. Furthermore, the
evolving nature of digital communication has prompted considerations for how to punctuate in online
contexts, balancing established rules with the need for efficient and accessible information sharing.



The Impact of Digital Media on Style
The pervasive influence of digital media has profoundly impacted how we write and consume
information, and the Chicago Manual of Style is actively adapting to these changes. This includes evolving
guidance on how to cite and refer to digital sources, which are now as common, if not more so, than print
materials. The manual provides detailed instructions for citing websites, blog posts, social media content, and
other online publications, recognizing the ephemeral nature and varied structures of these sources.

Furthermore, CMOS is increasingly addressing the stylistic implications of online communication, such as
the use of hyperlinks, abbreviations, and the general expectations of conciseness and immediacy that
characterize digital platforms. While maintaining its rigorous standards for academic and formal writing,
the manual also acknowledges the different rhetorical demands of online environments. This adaptability
ensures that writers can maintain consistency and credibility across both traditional and digital publishing
mediums.

Citing Digital and Online Sources
One of the most prominent areas of trending change in CMOS relates to the citation of digital and online
sources. The manual offers comprehensive guidance on how to properly attribute information found on
websites, in online articles, and even on social media platforms. This includes recommendations for
including URLs, access dates, and other relevant information that allows readers to locate the original
source. The evolving nature of online content, with its frequent updates and potential for disappearance,
has led to a greater emphasis on providing complete and precise citation details to ensure academic integrity
and reader access.

Hyperlinks and Online Readability
The integration of hyperlinks into written content is a defining characteristic of the digital age. While
CMOS has historically focused on print-based citation and referencing, its recent considerations
acknowledge the ubiquity of links in online publishing. The manual offers guidance on when and how to
use hyperlinks effectively to enhance readability and provide supplementary information without
disrupting the flow of the main text. This includes advice on making link text descriptive and relevant,
rather than generic phrases, thereby improving both user experience and search engine optimization. The
underlying principle remains to provide readers with seamless access to further information while
maintaining the integrity of the core content.

Inclusivity and Bias-Free Language in CMOS
The commitment to inclusivity and the removal of bias in language is a significant and ongoing trend in
the Chicago Manual of Style. The manual dedicates substantial attention to guiding writers in the use of
language that is respectful, equitable, and free from stereotypes. This encompasses a broad range of



considerations, from the accurate representation of marginalized groups to the avoidance of unintentional
bias in word choice and phrasing. Adhering to these principles is not only a matter of ethical
communication but also crucial for ensuring that one's writing resonates with a diverse audience and
upholds principles of fairness and equity.

The CMOS actively encourages writers to be mindful of the power of language to either perpetuate or
challenge societal biases. This includes providing specific advice on how to discuss race, ethnicity, gender,
sexual orientation, disability, age, and other sensitive topics with precision and sensitivity. The evolution of
the manual reflects a growing awareness of the impact of language on individual and collective perceptions,
making the pursuit of bias-free communication a paramount concern for contemporary writers and editors.

Gender-Neutral Language and Pronoun Usage
As previously mentioned, the CMOS has made significant strides in its guidance on gender-neutral
language. This trend is deeply intertwined with the broader movement towards inclusivity. The manual
now provides robust recommendations for using gender-neutral terms when referring to professions,
family roles, and general groups of people, moving away from historically gender-specific language. For
example, using "firefighter" instead of "fireman" or "chairperson" instead of "chairman" are now standard
practice and explicitly supported. The emphasis is on using language that reflects the diverse reality of the
population and avoids making assumptions about gender.

Avoiding Stereotypes and Generalizations
A key trending change in CMOS is the increased focus on identifying and eliminating stereotypes and
harmful generalizations. The manual urges writers to avoid language that perpetuates prejudice or relies on
oversimplified representations of individuals or groups. This involves a careful examination of word choices
that might carry unintended negative connotations or reinforce biased perceptions. For instance, when
discussing individuals with disabilities, the emphasis is on person-first language (e.g., "a person with a
disability" rather than "a disabled person") or identity-first language when preferred by the community
itself. The goal is to foster respectful and accurate portrayals that recognize the individuality and dignity of
all people.

Key Updates and Emerging Considerations
The Chicago Manual of Style is not a static document; it undergoes revisions and considerations to address
new challenges and evolving communication practices. Beyond the major shifts in grammar and
inclusivity, several other trending changes are shaping its recommendations. These often involve nuances
in punctuation, the treatment of specialized terminology, and the integration of new technologies that
impact content creation and dissemination.

One notable area of ongoing consideration is the treatment of complex data and visual elements within



written works. As infographics, interactive charts, and other multimedia components become more
prevalent, CMOS is developing guidelines for their integration and referencing. The manual's commitment
to clarity and accuracy extends to these new formats, ensuring that readers can understand and engage
with information presented in diverse ways. This forward-thinking approach solidifies CMOS's role as an
indispensable resource for navigating the contemporary publishing landscape.

Treatment of Numbers and Numerals
The guidelines for when to spell out numbers and when to use numerals are a perennial topic in style
guides. In trending changes, CMOS continues to refine these rules, often with an eye toward readability in
different contexts. While the general rule of spelling out numbers one through nine and using numerals
for 10 and above remains a core principle, the manual offers specific exceptions for percentages,
measurements, and technical contexts where numerals enhance clarity. Emerging considerations also
address the presentation of large numbers and the use of commas or periods as decimal separators,
particularly in international contexts. The aim is to provide consistent and unambiguous numerical
representation.

Abbreviations and Acronyms in a Digital Age
The proliferation of abbreviations and acronyms, especially in digital communication, presents ongoing
challenges for style guides. CMOS provides clear guidance on when to introduce and use abbreviations and
acronyms, emphasizing the importance of defining them upon first use to ensure clarity for all readers.
Trending considerations include how to handle commonly understood acronyms that may not be
universally known and the impact of informal online abbreviations on formal writing. The manual
encourages writers to exercise judgment, prioritizing reader comprehension and avoiding overuse that can
hinder readability. This involves balancing conciseness with the need for accessibility in diverse writing
environments.

Citation and Referencing Adaptations
The world of academic and professional citation is a critical component of the Chicago Manual of Style, and
it too is subject to trending changes driven by new scholarship and evolving publication methods. The
manual offers two primary systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. Both are
regularly reviewed to accommodate the vast array of source types encountered by researchers and writers
today.

A significant aspect of these adaptations involves the ever-increasing volume of digital and electronic
resources. As previously touched upon, CMOS provides extensive instructions for citing online journals, e-
books, databases, websites, and even multimedia content like podcasts and videos. The goal is to ensure that
citations are accurate, complete, and enable readers to retrieve the cited material with ease, regardless of its
format. This focus on comprehensive and adaptable citation practices underscores the manual's commitment



to facilitating scholarly communication in the modern era.

Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date Systems
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the
author-date system. Trending considerations often involve fine-tuning the application of both. The notes-
bibliography system, which uses footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography, is prevalent in the humanities.
The author-date system, which uses parenthetical citations in the text keyed to a reference list, is more
common in the sciences and social sciences. Both systems are subject to updates to accommodate new source
types and to ensure clarity and consistency. The choice between them often depends on the discipline or
the publisher's preference, but the underlying principles of accurate attribution remain paramount.

New Source Types in Citation
The landscape of sources available to writers and researchers is constantly expanding, and CMOS is actively
adapting its citation guidelines to reflect this. This includes detailed instructions for citing sources that were
less common or nonexistent in previous editions. Examples include:

Social media posts and platforms

Podcasts and streaming audio/video

Interactive datasets and online visualizations

Preprints and archived research

Online interviews and personal communications

The manual provides specific formatting requirements for each of these, ensuring that writers can
accurately and consistently attribute all forms of information they consult. This adaptability is crucial for
maintaining the credibility and reproducibility of research and published works.

The Future of Chicago Style
As we look ahead, the Chicago Manual of Style is poised to continue its role as a vital arbiter of clear,
consistent, and ethical communication. The trending changes we've explored – from the embrace of
singular "they" to the nuanced guidance on digital citations and bias-free language – are indicative of a style
guide that is both deeply rooted in tradition and remarkably responsive to the evolving world of language.
The ongoing dialogues within the CMOS community and the meticulous process of revision ensure that it



will remain an indispensable tool for writers, editors, and scholars for years to come.

The future of Chicago style will undoubtedly involve further adaptations to emerging technologies, new
forms of media, and the ever-evolving complexities of human discourse. Its strength lies in its ability to
provide a flexible yet authoritative framework that promotes clarity, precision, and inclusivity in all forms
of written expression. By staying abreast of its trending changes, professionals can ensure their work meets
the highest standards of contemporary scholarship and communication.

Adapting to AI and Machine-Generated Content
The advent of artificial intelligence and its capabilities in generating content presents a significant new
frontier for style guides. While specific guidelines are still emerging, trending considerations for CMOS are
likely to focus on transparency and ethical disclosure when AI is used in the writing or editing process.
This may include recommendations for clearly indicating when content has been generated or significantly
assisted by AI, as well as addressing issues of accuracy, attribution, and potential plagiarism. The manual's
commitment to intellectual honesty and clear communication will be paramount in navigating these
complex new challenges.

Continued Emphasis on Clarity and Accessibility
Regardless of technological advancements or linguistic shifts, the core principles of clarity and accessibility
will remain central to the future of the Chicago Manual of Style. The manual's ongoing trend is to provide
guidance that helps writers communicate their ideas as effectively as possible to the widest possible
audience. This means simplifying complex sentences, defining technical terms, and ensuring that
formatting enhances, rather than hinders, comprehension. As the world of information becomes
increasingly complex, the role of a comprehensive style guide in promoting understandable and impactful
writing will only grow in importance.

The Role of Community Feedback in Revisions
The Chicago Manual of Style is not developed in a vacuum; it is a product of extensive consultation and
feedback from a diverse community of writers, editors, publishers, and academics. Trending changes are
often informed by real-world challenges and evolving best practices identified by these professionals. The
manual's website and its ongoing editorial processes actively solicit input, ensuring that its guidelines
remain relevant and practical. This collaborative approach is key to the manual's enduring authority and its
ability to adapt to the dynamic landscape of language and publishing.









Q: What is the most significant trending change in the Chicago Manual of
Style regarding pronoun usage?
A: The most significant trending change is the expanded acceptance and detailed guidance on the use of the
singular "they" as a gender-neutral pronoun for individuals whose gender is unknown, irrelevant, or who
identify as non-binary.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style address the rise of digital media
in its latest trends?
A: The CMOS is adapting by providing comprehensive guidelines for citing various digital and online
sources (websites, social media, etc.) and offering advice on using hyperlinks effectively to enhance online
readability and user experience.

Q: What is the primary focus of Chicago Manual of Style's trending
changes related to inclusivity?
A: The primary focus is on promoting bias-free language, encouraging the use of gender-neutral terms for
professions and general groups, and guiding writers to avoid stereotypes and generalizations that can
perpetuate prejudice.

Q: Are there specific updates in CMOS regarding the citation of new
types of sources?
A: Yes, the CMOS is continually updating its citation guidelines to include new and emerging source types,
such as social media posts, podcasts, interactive datasets, and preprints, to ensure comprehensive attribution.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle the use of abbreviations
and acronyms in its current trends?
A: Trending considerations for abbreviations and acronyms emphasize clear definition upon first use,
exercising judgment to prioritize reader comprehension, and balancing conciseness with accessibility in
both formal and digital contexts.

Q: What is the Chicago Manual of Style's stance on numbers and numerals



in its trending changes?
A: The CMOS refines its rules for numbers and numerals, often with an emphasis on readability, while
maintaining core principles and offering specific exceptions for percentages, measurements, and technical
contexts where clarity is paramount.

Q: Is the Chicago Manual of Style likely to provide guidance on AI-
generated content soon?
A: It is highly probable that the CMOS will develop guidelines for AI-generated content, focusing on
transparency, ethical disclosure, accuracy, and attribution, to address the evolving landscape of content
creation.

Q: What core principles will likely guide the future of Chicago style
trends?
A: The core principles of clarity, accessibility, and ethical communication will continue to guide the future
trends of the Chicago Manual of Style, ensuring that its advice remains relevant for effective writing.

Q: How does community feedback influence the trending changes in the
Chicago Manual of Style?
A: Community feedback is crucial, as the CMOS actively solicits input from writers, editors, and academics
to ensure its guidelines are practical, relevant, and reflect evolving best practices in language and
publishing.
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