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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Spelling

of Appendices

chicago manual of style spelling of appendices refers to the established guidelines for correctly writing

and formatting supplementary materials within academic and professional documents. Adhering to this

style ensures consistency, clarity, and a professional presentation for your work. This comprehensive

guide will delve into the specific rules and nuances surrounding appendices, covering their placement,

titling, numbering, and the preferred spelling according to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). We

will explore how to effectively integrate these supplemental sections and address common queries

regarding their application. Understanding these details is crucial for any author aiming for scholarly

rigor and polished publication.
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Introduction to Chicago Manual of Style Appendices

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) provides a robust framework for academic and professional

writing, and its guidance on appendices is no exception. These supplementary sections, often

containing raw data, detailed charts, lengthy questionnaires, or extensive bibliographies, play a vital

role in supporting the main body of a work. Proper understanding of how to present these materials is

paramount for maintaining the integrity and readability of your research or thesis. This section will lay

the groundwork for a deeper exploration into the specific rules governing appendices in CMOS, setting

the stage for a detailed discussion on their spelling, formatting, and content.

Defining Appendices in Academic Writing

In the context of academic writing, an appendix serves as a repository for material that is too lengthy,

detailed, or tangential to be included in the main text but is nonetheless important for a complete

understanding of the research. It allows authors to present supporting evidence, methodologies, or

supplementary data without disrupting the flow of the primary narrative. Think of appendices as the

essential backup singers that enhance the lead vocals without overpowering them. They provide

context, substantiation, and a deeper dive for interested readers.

Appendices are distinct from the main body of a document, a bibliography, or an index, though they

are often found at the end of a book or report. Their purpose is to provide exhaustive details that



would otherwise clutter the main argument or analysis. For instance, if a study involves a complex

statistical model, the detailed equations might be best placed in an appendix. Similarly, interview

transcripts or survey responses could find their home here, allowing readers to review the source

material directly.

The Correct Spelling: Appendix vs. Appendices

One of the most fundamental aspects of adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style regarding these

supplementary sections is the correct spelling and grammatical usage. The singular form is "appendix,"

referring to a single supplementary section. The plural form, and the one most commonly encountered

when referring to multiple supplementary sections, is "appendices." It is crucial to use these terms

accurately. For instance, if your document contains only one supplementary section, you would refer to

it as "Appendix A" or simply "the appendix." If there are several, you would collectively refer to them as

"appendices," and individually, they might be labeled "Appendix A," "Appendix B," and so on.

The spelling "appendicies" is a common misspelling and is not recognized by standard English

grammar or by style guides like CMOS. Therefore, always ensure you are using "appendix" for the

singular and "appendices" for the plural. This attention to detail contributes to the overall

professionalism and credibility of your work, demonstrating a commitment to precision in scholarly

communication. Misspellings, even in seemingly minor details, can detract from the reader's perception

of the author's meticulousness.

Placement and Formatting of Appendices

The Chicago Manual of Style dictates that appendices should generally appear at the very end of the

main text, preceding the bibliography and index, if these are included. Each appendix should begin on

a new page. This clear separation helps readers easily locate the supplementary material without it

interrupting the primary content of the work. The consistent placement ensures predictability for those

who wish to consult these additional resources.

Formatting within appendices should align with the overall style of the document. This means



maintaining consistent font styles, sizes, and margins. If the appendix contains tables or figures, they

should be numbered sequentially, typically with an "A" prefix for the first appendix (e.g., Table A1,

Figure A1), "B" for the second, and so forth, if each appendix is treated as a separate unit.

Alternatively, if appendices are numbered continuously (Appendix 1, Appendix 2), then tables and

figures within them would be numbered accordingly (Table 1, Figure 2, etc.). The specific convention

chosen should be applied consistently throughout all appended materials.

Titling and Referencing Appendices

Each appendix should be clearly titled. Common practice, as recommended by CMOS, is to label

appendices with capital letters (Appendix A, Appendix B, etc.) or Arabic numerals (Appendix 1,

Appendix 2, etc.). The title of the appendix should be concise and descriptive of its content. For

example, "Appendix A: Survey Questions" or "Appendix B: Raw Data." If there is only one appendix, it

can simply be labeled "Appendix."

It is essential to refer to appendices within the main body of your text. When you mention information

found in an appendix, you should direct the reader to its specific location. This can be done

parenthetically or in a declarative sentence. For instance, "(see Appendix B)" or "Detailed survey

results are presented in Appendix C." This cross-referencing is vital for guiding the reader and

substantiating your claims with the supplementary evidence provided. Ensure that every piece of

information referenced from an appendix is indeed present and correctly located.

Numbering and Ordering Appendices

The numbering and ordering of appendices are crucial for maintaining clarity and organization,

especially when multiple supplementary sections are present. CMOS suggests a consistent method,

typically using capital letters (A, B, C...) or Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3...). The choice between letters or

numbers often depends on the overall numbering scheme of the document and the preference of the

publisher or institution. However, it is imperative that the chosen method is applied uniformly across all

appendices.



When appendices are numbered with letters, tables and figures within each appendix often adopt a

dual numbering system. For example, a table in Appendix B might be labeled "Table B.1," indicating

it's the first table in Appendix B. If the appendices are numbered sequentially with Arabic numerals

(Appendix 1, Appendix 2), then the tables and figures within them would follow a single sequential

numbering system (Table 1, Table 2, etc.), or a system that clearly distinguishes them by appendix

(Table 1.1 for the first table in Appendix 1). The key is consistency and clarity.

Content Guidelines for Appendices

The content of an appendix should be material that directly supports the main text but is not essential

for its immediate comprehension. This can include a wide range of items:

Raw data sets

Detailed statistical analyses

Survey instruments or questionnaires

Interview transcripts or summaries

Technical specifications or diagrams

Extended case studies

Legal documents or contracts

Code or scripts used for analysis

The primary criterion for inclusion is relevance and utility. If the material clarifies or substantiates a

point made in the main text, and its inclusion in the main body would disrupt the narrative flow or



overwhelm the reader, it is a strong candidate for an appendix. Avoid including extraneous information

that does not serve a clear purpose in supporting the core research or argument. Each appendix

should ideally focus on a specific type of supplementary material or a distinct aspect of the supporting

evidence.

Common Errors in Appendix Usage

Several common errors can arise when incorporating appendices into a document, often stemming

from a lack of attention to detail or misunderstanding of their purpose. One frequent mistake is the

mispluralization or misspelling of "appendices" or "appendix." Another error is the inclusion of material

that should be in the main text, or conversely, relegating crucial information to an appendix that is

essential for understanding the primary argument. Poor organization, inconsistent labeling, and a

failure to reference appendices within the text are also common pitfalls.

Furthermore, authors sometimes fail to ensure that the formatting within appendices matches the main

document, leading to a disjointed presentation. Overcrowding appendices with too much unorganized

data without clear headings or subheadings can also make them difficult for readers to navigate.

Proofreading specifically for appendix-related elements—their titles, numbering, references, and

content—is therefore essential. A well-organized and properly formatted appendix enhances, rather

than hinders, the reader's experience.

The Role of Appendices in Scholarly Work

In scholarly work, appendices serve a critical function in upholding transparency and rigor. They

provide readers, particularly peer reviewers and other researchers, with the ability to examine the

underlying data and methodologies in detail. This transparency is fundamental to the scientific method,

allowing for replication and verification of findings. By offering a comprehensive view of supporting

evidence, appendices enhance the credibility and authority of the research presented.

Moreover, appendices allow authors to present a wealth of information that enriches the reader's

understanding without making the main text unwieldy. This balance between conciseness in the main



narrative and comprehensiveness in the supplementary material is a hallmark of well-crafted academic

writing. The ability to effectively utilize appendices is a skill that contributes significantly to the overall

quality and impact of a scholarly publication, demonstrating a thoroughness that earns the respect of

the academic community.

FAQ

Q: What is the correct plural spelling for "appendix" according to the

Chicago Manual of Style?

A: The correct plural spelling for "appendix" according to the Chicago Manual of Style is "appendices."

The spelling "appendicies" is considered incorrect.

Q: Should each appendix start on a new page in a document following

CMOS guidelines?

A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style generally recommends that each appendix begin on a new page

to ensure clear separation from the main text and other appended materials.

Q: How should appendices be titled and referenced in the text when

following CMOS?

A: Appendices should be titled with clear, descriptive labels such as "Appendix A," "Appendix B," or

"Appendix 1," "Appendix 2." When referencing information within an appendix in the main text, use

parenthetical citations like "(see Appendix C)" or declarative sentences directing the reader to the

specific appendix.



Q: What type of content is typically included in an appendix according

to CMOS?

A: Appendices are used for supplementary material that supports the main text but is too lengthy or

detailed for inclusion in the main body. This can include raw data, detailed methodologies, survey

instruments, interview transcripts, technical specifications, and code.

Q: Is there a specific rule in CMOS about whether to use letters or

numbers for appendix titles?

A: CMOS allows for flexibility, suggesting either capital letters (A, B, C...) or Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3...)

for labeling appendices. The crucial aspect is to maintain consistency throughout the document.

Q: How should tables and figures within appendices be numbered

according to the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: If appendices are labeled with letters (e.g., Appendix A), tables and figures within them are often

numbered to reflect this, such as "Table A.1" or "Figure B.2." If appendices are numbered sequentially

(e.g., Appendix 1), tables and figures might follow a sequential numbering system or a system that

denotes their appendix origin, such as "Table 1.1." Consistency is key.

Q: Can an appendix contain information that is essential for

understanding the main argument?

A: Generally, appendices are for supplementary material. Information that is absolutely essential for

understanding the main argument should be integrated into the main text. Appendices are for details

that enhance or substantiate the argument but are not critical for basic comprehension of the narrative

flow.



Q: What is the recommended placement of appendices within a

document following the Chicago Manual of Style?

A: According to the Chicago Manual of Style, appendices are typically placed at the end of the main

body of the text, preceding the bibliography and index.
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