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Mastering Chicago Manual of Style for
Sociology: A Comprehensive Guide with
Examples
chicago manual of style sociology examples are crucial for academic integrity and clear
communication within the discipline. Navigating the nuances of scholarly writing can be challenging,
especially when adhering to a specific style guide. This article delves into the essential aspects of
applying the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) to sociological research and writing, providing detailed
explanations and practical examples. We will cover everything from citation styles and bibliographic
entries to formatting footnotes, endnotes, and in-text citations, all tailored to the unique needs of
sociology. Understanding these guidelines ensures your work is not only compliant but also
contributes effectively to the scholarly conversation.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for
Sociology
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide used in
various academic fields, including sociology. It provides a standardized framework for academic
writing, ensuring consistency, clarity, and professionalism in research papers, dissertations, and



published works. For sociologists, adopting CMOS means adhering to specific rules regarding
punctuation, grammar, capitalization, and, most importantly, how to present sources and
acknowledge the intellectual contributions of others. The manual’s flexibility allows for different
approaches to citation, making it adaptable to the diverse methodologies and publication standards
within sociology.

Sociological research often draws upon a vast array of sources, including empirical studies, theoretical
texts, qualitative interviews, survey data, and historical documents. Properly documenting these
sources is paramount. CMOS addresses this by offering detailed guidance on how to cite various types
of materials, from books and journal articles to online resources and unpublished data. By mastering
these conventions, sociologists can enhance the credibility of their research and facilitate readers'
ability to locate and verify the information presented.

Citation Styles in Sociology: Notes and Bibliography vs.
Author-Date
The Chicago Manual of Style primarily offers two distinct citation systems: the Notes and Bibliography
system and the Author-Date system. Sociologists may encounter or prefer one over the other
depending on the specific journal, publisher, or institutional guidelines. The Notes and Bibliography
system utilizes numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, accompanied by a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This system is often favored in historical and
some social science disciplines for its ability to incorporate extensive explanatory notes or digressions
without disrupting the flow of the main text.

In contrast, the Author-Date system places parenthetical citations directly within the text, typically
consisting of the author’s last name and the year of publication. This is followed by a reference list at
the end of the document, which includes all cited works. The Author-Date system is generally more
concise for in-text citations and is frequently adopted in scientific and social science fields where
rapid identification of source origin and publication date is crucial for evaluating arguments.
Sociologists need to be aware of both systems and understand when each is most appropriate.

The Notes and Bibliography System in Practice
When employing the Notes and Bibliography system, each source citation is assigned a sequential
number, which corresponds to a footnote at the bottom of the page or an endnote at the end of the
chapter or manuscript. The first time a source is cited, the note includes full bibliographic information.
Subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened. For sociologists, this system can be
particularly useful for incorporating ethnographic field notes, detailed interview transcripts, or
extensive theoretical discussions without interrupting the narrative flow of their analysis.

For example, a sociologist analyzing social media trends might use a footnote to cite a specific tweet,
providing the author, handle, date, and time. Another footnote could elaborate on the methodological
challenges of analyzing online discourse, citing a relevant article on digital ethnography. The
accompanying bibliography would then list all sources cited in the notes in alphabetical order.

The Author-Date System for Sociological Research
The Author-Date system offers a streamlined approach for in-text citations. A common format would



be (Author Year, page number if applicable). This system emphasizes the recency and origin of the
data or theory being discussed, which is often vital in fast-evolving fields of sociological inquiry. For
instance, a study on changing family structures might cite research by (Gomes 2019, 45) to support a
particular point, allowing readers to quickly identify the source and publication year.

This system is particularly well-suited for sociological studies that build upon existing quantitative
research or rely heavily on statistical data where the timeline of findings is a critical factor. The
reference list would then provide complete bibliographic details for each author-date citation, allowing
for thorough verification. The emphasis is on direct access to the source for the reader, facilitating
quick review and validation of the sociologist’s claims.

Crafting Effective Footnotes and Endnotes in
Sociological Writing
Footnotes and endnotes, central to the Chicago Notes and Bibliography system, serve multiple
purposes for sociologists. They provide the primary means of citing sources, but they also offer a
space for supplementary information, clarifying complex methodological points, providing historical
context, or expanding on theoretical concepts without disrupting the main body of the text. For
qualitative sociologists, notes can be invaluable for including verbatim quotes from interviews or for
offering brief biographical details about informants.

When creating a footnote or endnote, the first citation of a source should be comprehensive. This
includes the author’s name (first and last), title of the work (italicized for books, in quotation marks for
articles), publication information (city, publisher, year), and page number(s). Subsequent citations to
the same source can be significantly abbreviated, often using the author’s last name and the page
number. However, if multiple works by the same author are cited, further clarification through the title
may be necessary to avoid ambiguity.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes for Books
To format a footnote or endnote for a book, follow this general structure for the first citation: Author’s
First Name Last Name, Title of Book (City of Publication: Publisher, Year), page number(s). For
example, a sociologist citing Max Weber's seminal work might have a footnote like: Max Weber, The
Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1958), 269.
Subsequent references to this book would be shortened, such as: Weber, Protestant Ethic, 305. Or, if
only one work by Weber is cited in the paper, simply: Weber, 269.

Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes for Journal Articles
For journal articles, the format in a footnote or endnote is slightly different. The general structure for
the first citation is: Author’s First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue
(Year): page number(s). For instance, a sociologist citing a contemporary article on gentrification
might write: Sarah E. Adams, "The Shifting Landscapes of Urban Neighborhoods: A Longitudinal Study
of Gentrification," Journal of Urban Sociology 25, no. 3 (2022): 112. Subsequent citations would then
be abbreviated, for example: Adams, "Shifting Landscapes," 125.



Formatting Footnotes and Endnotes for Websites and Online
Resources
Citing online resources requires careful attention to detail, especially for dynamic content. The
general format for a first citation of a webpage is: Author’s First Name Last Name (if available), “Title
of Page or Document,” Name of Website, publication or last modified date (if available), accessed
Month Day, Year, URL. For example, a sociologist researching government statistics might cite: U.S.
Census Bureau, "Poverty in the United States: 2022," U.S. Census Bureau, last modified October 15,
2023, accessed November 10, 2023,
https://www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/poverty/data/tables.html. Since URLs can change,
CMOS also recommends including a stable identifier like a DOI if available.

In-Text Citations for Sociological Sources
In-text citations are the brief references embedded within the main body of your text, indicating the
source of a particular piece of information, idea, or quotation. The specific format of these citations
depends on which Chicago citation system you are using. For sociologists employing the Notes and
Bibliography system, in-text citations are primarily handled by the superscript note numbers. For the
Author-Date system, however, the in-text citation is a direct parenthetical reference.

Regardless of the system, the goal of in-text citations is to seamlessly integrate source attribution
without distracting the reader. They must be placed as close as possible to the referenced material,
typically immediately following the quotation, paraphrase, or idea. This ensures that the reader knows
precisely which part of your text is derived from external sources and which is your own analysis or
original thought.

In-Text Citations in the Notes and Bibliography System
In the Notes and Bibliography system, the in-text citation is simply a superscript number placed after
the relevant sentence or clause. This number corresponds to a footnote or endnote where the full
citation details are provided. For instance, a sociologist might write: "The increasing precarity of work
has been linked to rising social anxieties."^1 This superscript number would then lead the reader to
footnote 1 at the bottom of the page or endnote 1 at the end of the document, which would contain
the source information.

In-Text Citations in the Author-Date System
When using the Author-Date system, the in-text citation is a parenthetical note. The most common
format includes the author’s last name and the year of publication. If a direct quotation is used, the
page number must also be included. For example: "Social stratification is a fundamental concept in
understanding societal inequalities" (Smith 2021, 78). If paraphrasing an idea, the page number is
often omitted unless the work is lengthy or the idea is specific and could be easily lost within a longer
text: (Jones 2019). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only the year is needed in the
parentheses: As argued by Johnson (2020), collective action is crucial for social change.



Formatting Bibliographies and Reference Lists
A bibliography or reference list is an essential component of any academic work, providing a complete
alphabetical listing of all sources cited in the text. For sociologists, this list serves as a crucial tool for
transparency, allowing readers to verify the information presented and explore the sources further.
The structure and content of this list are dictated by the chosen citation system—Notes and
Bibliography or Author-Date.

In the Notes and Bibliography system, the list is called a bibliography and includes all sources cited in
the notes, plus any other sources consulted but not directly cited. In the Author-Date system, the list
is called a reference list and includes only those sources that were cited in the text. Both require
meticulous attention to detail to ensure accuracy and consistency.

The Bibliography in the Notes and Bibliography System
A bibliography in CMOS is arranged alphabetically by the author’s last name. Each entry begins with
the author’s last name, followed by their first name. Titles of books are italicized, and titles of articles
are placed in quotation marks. Publication information follows, and if a specific page was cited, it is
usually not included in the bibliography entry unless it's a chapter in an edited book or a specific
reference for a recurring source.

For example, a bibliography entry for a book would look like: Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1958. An entry for a journal article would
be: Adams, Sarah E. "The Shifting Landscapes of Urban Neighborhoods: A Longitudinal Study of
Gentrification." Journal of Urban Sociology 25, no. 3 (2022): 110–135.

The Reference List in the Author-Date System
The reference list in the Author-Date system is also alphabetized by the author’s last name. However,
the primary distinction lies in the in-text citation format that it supports. Each entry must provide
enough information for the reader to locate the source easily. The structure is similar to the
bibliography, but the crucial element is the year of publication, which is placed immediately after the
author's name.

For example, a reference list entry for a book would be: Smith, John. 2021. Sociological Theory Today.
London: Routledge. For a journal article, it would be: Adams, Sarah E. 2022. "The Shifting Landscapes
of Urban Neighborhoods: A Longitudinal Study of Gentrification." Journal of Urban Sociology 25 (3):
110–135. The journal volume and issue numbers are presented clearly to facilitate retrieval.

Citing Specific Sociological Sources
Sociology often engages with a wide variety of source materials, and CMOS provides guidelines for
citing them accurately. This includes a range of publications from academic books and peer-reviewed
articles to dissertations, conference papers, government reports, and even unpublished data or
personal communications. Understanding the specific requirements for each type ensures that your
citations are both complete and consistent.

When citing these diverse sources, sociologists must pay close attention to the level of detail
required. For instance, citing a chapter within an edited volume requires different formatting than



citing a standalone monograph. Similarly, citing a government report might involve different elements
than citing an interview transcript. The goal is always to provide sufficient information for the reader
to identify and access the source material without ambiguity.

Citing Books and Book Chapters
For a standalone book, the basic CMOS format in notes and bibliography is: Author, Title (Publication
City: Publisher, Year), Page. In Author-Date: Author. Year. Title. Publication City: Publisher. For a
chapter in an edited book, the note format is: Author of Chapter, "Title of Chapter," in Title of Book,
ed. Editor’s Name(s) (Publication City: Publisher, Year), Page(s). Author-Date format: Author of
Chapter. Year. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, ed. Editor’s Name(s), Page(s). Publication City:
Publisher.

Citing Journal Articles and Dissertations
For journal articles, the note format includes the author, article title in quotes, journal title in italics,
volume and issue number, year, and page(s). Author-Date format includes author, year, article title in
quotes, journal title in italics, volume (issue), and page(s). For dissertations, the note format would
include author, title, degree type, university, and year. Author-Date format would be similar, with the
year following the author.

Citing Government Documents and Reports
Government documents often have complex authorship, typically attributed to the agency or
department. In notes, the format might be: Name of Agency, Title of Report (Publication City:
Publisher, Year). For Author-Date: Name of Agency. Year. Title of Report. Publication City: Publisher.
Sociologists may also need to cite legislation or court cases, which have specific formatting
requirements outlined in CMOS.

Citing Qualitative Data and Personal Communications
Qualitative sociologists frequently use interview transcripts, field notes, or other forms of collected
data. These are often cited in footnotes or endnotes for privacy and ethical reasons, rather than
appearing in a bibliography. A typical note might read: Interview with Maria Rodriguez, July 10, 2023,
personal collection of the author. Personal communications (letters, emails, etc.) are also cited in
notes and typically include the name of the communicator, the type of communication, and the date.

Examples of CMOS in Sociological Research Papers
To truly grasp the application of the Chicago Manual of Style in sociology, examining concrete
examples within the context of research papers is invaluable. These examples illustrate how the rules
translate into practice, helping sociologists visualize the correct formatting for citations,
bibliographies, and overall manuscript presentation. By observing these examples, one can better
understand how to maintain scholarly integrity and clarity in their own writing.



The following scenarios depict common situations a sociologist might face when conducting research
and writing up their findings, demonstrating the application of both the Notes and Bibliography and
Author-Date systems. These examples focus on the practical aspects of citation and formatting,
aiming to demystify the process and provide actionable guidance for academic writing in sociology.

Example 1: Sociological Analysis of Urban Gentrification
(Notes and Bibliography)
A sociologist studying gentrification might incorporate the following within their paper using the Notes
and Bibliography system:

The displacement of long-term residents due to rising housing costs is a well-documented
phenomenon in many urban centers.^1 This trend has been exacerbated by recent policy changes
designed to attract higher-income populations.^2

Footnotes would then appear:

Sarah E. Adams, "The Shifting Landscapes of Urban Neighborhoods: A Longitudinal Study of
Gentrification," Journal of Urban Sociology 25, no. 3 (2022): 112.

David M. Lee, Urban Policy and Social Equity (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 55.

The bibliography at the end would list:

Adams, Sarah E. "The Shifting Landscapes of Urban Neighborhoods: A Longitudinal Study of
Gentrification." Journal of Urban Sociology 25, no. 3 (2022): 110–135.

Lee, David M. Urban Policy and Social Equity. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Example 2: Study on Social Media's Impact on Political
Polarization (Author-Date)
A sociologist examining the impact of social media on political polarization might use the Author-Date
system as follows:

Research indicates a strong correlation between increased social media usage and heightened
political division (Chen 2018). Echo chambers, facilitated by algorithmic curation, contribute
significantly to this polarization (Garcia and Kim 2022, 91). Understanding these digital dynamics is
crucial for contemporary political sociology.

The corresponding reference list would include:

Chen, Emily. 2018. "Digital Divides: Social Media and Political Fragmentation." Journal of
Political Sociology 12 (1): 45–67.

Garcia, Maria, and Ben Kim. 2022. "Algorithmic Echoes: The Role of Social Media in Political
Polarization." Sociological Review Online 15 (2): 80–105.



Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for Sociologists
Using CMOS
Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style can present challenges, even for experienced writers.
Sociologists often encounter specific pitfalls related to the unique nature of their discipline’s research
and publication practices. Being aware of these common errors and adopting established best
practices can significantly improve the quality and compliance of academic work.

One frequent issue is the inconsistent application of citation styles. While CMOS offers two main
systems, a sociologist might mistakenly mix elements of both, leading to confusion. Another pitfall is
the improper formatting of indirect sources, where one cites a source that is mentioned in another
source, without consulting the original. Ensuring strict adherence to CMOS guidelines for each specific
type of source is paramount.

Best Practices for Consistency and Clarity

Choose one system: Decide whether to use the Notes and Bibliography or Author-Date
system at the outset of a project and adhere to it rigorously throughout.

Consult the manual: Keep a current edition of The Chicago Manual of Style readily accessible
for reference.

Use citation management software: Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help
manage sources and generate bibliographies automatically, reducing manual errors.

Proofread meticulously: Always proofread your citations and bibliography for accuracy,
consistency, and adherence to CMOS formatting rules.

Verify all source details: Ensure author names, titles, publication dates, page numbers, and
URLs are correct.

Understand indirect citations: If you must cite a source through another source, use the
correct CMOS format for indirect citations and state clearly that it is an indirect source.

Maintain ethical standards: Properly citing all sources is not just about following a style
guide; it’s about giving credit where it's due and upholding academic integrity.

By embracing these best practices, sociologists can confidently apply the Chicago Manual of Style to
their work, ensuring that their research is presented with the highest standards of clarity,
professionalism, and academic rigor. The effort invested in mastering these guidelines will pay
dividends in the reception and impact of their scholarly contributions.



FAQ

Q: What is the most common citation system used by
sociologists when following the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: While both the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-Date system are supported by the
Chicago Manual of Style, the Author-Date system is generally more prevalent in contemporary
sociological journals and publications. This preference is often due to its conciseness within the text
and its emphasis on the publication date, which is crucial for tracking the development of sociological
thought.

Q: How should I cite an interview I conducted for my
sociological research using Chicago style?
A: For interviews you conducted and have permission to use, it's best to cite them in footnotes or
endnotes rather than including them in a bibliography. The format is typically: Interview with
[Informant's Name], [Month Day, Year], [Description of context, e.g., conducted by author], [Location
if relevant]. Example: Interview with Maria Rodriguez, July 10, 2023, conducted by author, Chicago, IL.
If you are using the Author-Date system and have a specific reason to include interviews in a
reference list (and have obtained necessary permissions), the format would be adapted accordingly,
but typically, personal communications are reserved for notes.

Q: What is the difference between a bibliography and a
reference list in Chicago style for sociology?
A: In the Chicago Manual of Style, the term "bibliography" is typically used with the Notes and
Bibliography system, and it includes all sources cited in the notes, as well as any other sources
consulted for the work. The term "reference list" is used with the Author-Date system and includes
only those sources that were directly cited in the text.

Q: How do I cite a chapter in an edited book in Chicago style
for a sociology paper?
A: For the Notes and Bibliography system, the format in a note is: Author of Chapter, "Title of
Chapter," in Title of Book, ed. Editor’s Name(s) (Publication City: Publisher, Year), page number(s). For
the Author-Date system, the format is: Author of Chapter. Year. "Title of Chapter." In Title of Book, ed.
Editor’s Name(s), page(s). Publication City: Publisher.

Q: Can I use both footnote and endnote citations within the
same sociology paper when using Chicago style?
A: Yes, the Chicago Manual of Style allows for the use of either footnotes (at the bottom of the page)
or endnotes (at the end of the chapter or document). You must choose one system and use it
consistently throughout your paper. The choice often depends on publisher preference or personal
preference for readability.



Q: How do I cite a government report or document in Chicago
style for my sociology research?
A: For a government report in the Notes and Bibliography system, the format in a note is: Name of
Agency, Title of Report (Publication City: Publisher, Year), page number(s). For the Author-Date
system, it's: Name of Agency. Year. Title of Report. Publication City: Publisher. If the report is from a
specific legislative session or has a distinct report number, that information should also be included.

Q: What are some common mistakes sociologists make when
using the Chicago Manual of Style for citations?
A: Common mistakes include inconsistently applying the chosen citation system (Notes and
Bibliography vs. Author-Date), errors in formatting for specific source types (e.g., journal articles,
edited books), failing to provide complete publication information, and not properly citing indirect
sources. Additionally, forgetting to include page numbers for direct quotations in the Author-Date
system is a frequent oversight.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style handle citations for
online sociology articles or datasets?
A: For online sociology articles, the format generally includes the author, article title, journal title,
volume, issue, year, page numbers (if available), and a stable URL or DOI. For datasets, it's important
to identify the data creator, year of creation or publication, title of the dataset, and a persistent
identifier or URL where it can be accessed. CMOS provides specific guidelines for various digital
formats.
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