
chicago manual of style social science
citation rules
The Chicago Manual of Style Social Science Citation Rules are fundamental for researchers and
scholars aiming for clarity, consistency, and academic integrity in their work. Adhering to these
specific guidelines ensures that citations are accurately formatted, allowing readers to easily locate
and verify the sources used in social science research. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
intricacies of Chicago style, focusing on its application within social science disciplines, covering both
the author-date and notes-bibliography systems. We will explore the essential elements of in-text
citations, the construction of bibliographies, and common citation scenarios unique to social science,
such as referencing interviews, datasets, and government documents. Understanding these nuances
is crucial for navigating the complex world of academic referencing and establishing a strong
foundation for scholarly communication.
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Understanding the Two Chicago Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Both are widely accepted in academic circles, but their
application can vary significantly depending on the specific discipline and the conventions of a
particular journal or publisher. For social science research, both systems are frequently employed,
and understanding their distinct structures and requirements is the first step toward mastering
Chicago style.

The notes-bibliography system is characterized by the use of numbered footnotes or endnotes for in-
text citations, accompanied by a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This system is
often preferred in humanities disciplines but is also common in some social science fields, particularly
those with a strong historical or qualitative research tradition. The author-date system, on the other
hand, relies on brief parenthetical citations in the text that include the author's last name and the
year of publication, with a corresponding reference list at the end.



Author-Date System in Social Science

The author-date system is a prevalent choice within many social science disciplines due to its
efficiency and ease of integration into the text. This system emphasizes the chronological order of
research and clearly links findings to their original publication dates, which can be crucial for tracing
the evolution of theories and ideas. Its straightforward format aids readers in quickly identifying the
source of information without disrupting the flow of the narrative.

In this system, every source cited in the text must appear in the reference list, and conversely, every
item in the reference list must be cited in the text. This ensures a complete and accurate
representation of the scholarly conversation engaged with by the author. The clarity provided by the
author-date system makes it particularly useful for empirical research where the timeliness and
specificity of data are paramount.

Core Components of Author-Date Citations

The fundamental structure of an author-date citation in Chicago style involves two key components:
the in-text citation and the reference list entry. The in-text citation typically includes the author's last
name and the year of publication, enclosed in parentheses. For example, (Smith 2020). When a direct
quote is used, the page number is also included, such as (Smith 2020, 45). The reference list, located
at the end of the document, provides full bibliographic details for each cited source, allowing readers
to retrieve the original material.

The reference list entries are alphabetized by the author's last name. Each entry contains essential
information such as the author(s), publication year, title of the work, and publication details (e.g.,
publisher for books, journal name, volume, and issue for articles). The order and formatting of these
elements are specific and must be followed precisely according to the Chicago Manual of Style
guidelines to maintain consistency and avoid confusion.

Notes-Bibliography System in Social Science

The notes-bibliography system, while perhaps more traditional, remains highly relevant and widely
used within social science research, especially in fields like history, sociology, and anthropology. This
system offers a more flexible approach to integrating source material by allowing for extensive
explanatory notes or comments that can be separated from the main text. This can be particularly
beneficial for complex arguments or for providing additional context without interrupting the primary
narrative flow.

The primary advantage of the notes-bibliography system is its ability to provide detailed source
information unobtrusively. Footnotes or endnotes allow for multiple citations from the same source
within a single paragraph without repeating lengthy in-text citations. The accompanying bibliography
then serves as a comprehensive list of all works consulted and cited, offering a complete overview of
the research foundation.



In-Text Citations: Notes-Bibliography Style

In the notes-bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through superscript numbers placed
after the relevant sentence or clause. These numbers correspond to a note (either a footnote at the
bottom of the page or an endnote at the conclusion of the chapter or document) that contains the
bibliographic information. The first time a source is cited, the note includes full bibliographic details.
Subsequent citations of the same source use a shortened form, often including the author's last
name, a shortened title, and the page number.

For example, a first citation might appear as: 1 John Smith, Theories of Social Change (New York:
Academic Press, 2021), 78. A subsequent citation to the same work would be abbreviated to
something like: 2 Smith, Social Change, 92. This system allows for a cleaner main text while still
providing readers with all the necessary information to locate the source. The formatting of these
notes is crucial for adherence to Chicago style standards.

The Bibliography: Building Your Reference List

Regardless of which system is employed, both Chicago style citation methods culminate in a
comprehensive reference list or bibliography. For the author-date system, this is termed a "Reference
List," while for the notes-bibliography system, it is a "Bibliography." The primary function remains the
same: to provide full bibliographic details for all sources cited in the text, enabling readers to locate
and verify the information. Alphabetical order is a standard requirement for both, typically by the
author's last name.

The content and formatting of bibliography entries differ slightly between the two systems, but they
aim for completeness and accuracy. Books will include author(s), title, publisher, and publication year.
Journal articles require author(s), article title, journal title, volume, issue, date, and page range. Online
resources necessitate URLs and access dates. Consistency in formatting is paramount; minor
deviations can detract from the professionalism of the research. Understanding the specific
requirements for each type of source is essential for creating an effective and accurate bibliography.

Core Elements of a Chicago Social Science Citation

Regardless of whether you are using the author-date or notes-bibliography system, certain core
elements are indispensable for constructing a complete and accurate Chicago style citation in the
social sciences. These elements ensure that readers have sufficient information to identify and access
the source material. The essential components generally include author(s), publication date, title of
the work, and publication information (such as publisher, journal name, volume, and issue for articles,
or URL and access date for online materials).

The precise order and punctuation of these elements will vary depending on the citation system and
the type of source. However, a thorough understanding of these fundamental building blocks allows
for adaptability to various citation scenarios. For instance, when citing a book, you'll always need the
author's name, the book's title, the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For



journal articles, the author(s), article title, journal name, volume, issue, date, and page numbers are
critical.

Citing Books in Social Science

Books are a cornerstone of social science research, and citing them accurately in Chicago style is
crucial. For the author-date system, an in-text citation would look like (Author Last Name Year, Page
Number). The corresponding reference list entry would typically be: Author Last Name, First Name.
Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

In the notes-bibliography system, the footnote or endnote would be: First Name Last Name, Title of
Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year), Page Number. The bibliography entry would mirror this,
often omitting the page number unless specific sections are repeatedly referenced: Last Name, First
Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Citing Journal Articles in Social Science

Journal articles are vital for presenting current research findings in the social sciences. In the author-
date system, an in-text citation would appear as (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). The
reference list entry would be: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal
Volume (Issue): Page Numbers. For example: Smith, John. 2022. "The Impact of Social Media on
Political Discourse." Journal of Sociology 45 (2): 112-135.

For the notes-bibliography system, the footnote/endnote would be: First Name Last Name, "Title of
Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Year): Page Number. The bibliography entry would be
similar: Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page Numbers.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

The digital age has made citing online resources a frequent necessity in social science research. For
the author-date system, an in-text citation might be (Author Last Name Year) or, if no author is listed,
(Organization Name Year). The reference list entry requires author (if available), title of the specific
page or document, website name, publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL and
access date. For example: Doe, Jane. 2023. "Understanding Qualitative Research Methods." Research
Hub Online. Last modified November 15, 2023. https://www.researchhub.com/qualitative-methods.

In the notes-bibliography system, the footnote/endnote would include similar details: First Name Last
Name, "Title of Page," Title of Website, last modified Date (if applicable), accessed Date, URL. The
bibliography entry would closely follow this structure.



Citing Interviews and Personal Communications

Interviews and personal communications are common sources in qualitative social science research.
Since these are often unpublished and may not be accessible to all readers, Chicago style treats them
differently. For both systems, these are typically cited parenthetically in the text or in a note, but they
do not appear in the bibliography. The citation includes the interviewee's name, the type of
communication, and the date. For instance, in author-date: (Jane Doe, personal communication,
October 26, 2023).

In the notes-bibliography system, a footnote/endnote would be: Jane Doe, personal communication,
October 26, 2023. It is crucial to obtain permission from the interviewee before citing personal
communications. The aim is to provide enough information for verification without compromising
privacy or accessibility.

Citing Government Documents and Reports

Government documents and reports are crucial sources for many social science disciplines, providing
data, policy analysis, and historical context. Citing these can be complex due to varied authorship and
publication structures. Generally, the agency or governmental body responsible for the document
serves as the author. The title, publication date, and identifying numbers (like report numbers) are
also essential.

For the author-date system, an in-text citation might look like (United States, Department of Labor
2021). The reference list entry would be: Authoring Agency. Year. Title of Report. Publication City:
Publisher (if applicable). Report Number (if applicable). For the notes-bibliography system, the note
would include similar information, and the bibliography entry would align with the author-date format
for books or reports.

Specialized Citations in Social Science

Beyond books and journal articles, social scientists often engage with a wider array of source
materials that require specialized citation approaches. These can include datasets, conference
proceedings, dissertations, and multimedia resources. Adhering to Chicago's guidelines for these less
common formats ensures thoroughness and academic rigor.

Datasets, for example, are increasingly important in quantitative social science. They require detailed
citation that includes the data producer, title, version, year, and repository or source from which the
data was accessed, along with any relevant access information. Similarly, citing conference papers or
presentations involves providing the author, paper title, conference name, location, and date. For
dissertations, the author, dissertation title, university, and year are key.



Citing Datasets

Datasets are a fundamental resource for quantitative social science research. Citing them properly
allows others to replicate your work and verify your findings. In the author-date system, a reference
list entry might look like: Authoring Institution/Individual. Year. Title of Dataset (Version). Data
Repository. DOI or URL. For example: Pew Research Center. 2020. American Trends Panel Wave 28
(2020). Pew Research Center. https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/dataset/2020/atp-wave-28.

In the notes-bibliography system, the footnote or endnote would include similar details, and the
bibliography entry would mirror the author-date reference list format, ensuring all essential retrieval
information is present for the reader.

Citing Dissertations and Theses

Dissertations and theses represent significant scholarly work, often containing in-depth research.
Citing them requires specifying the author, the title of the dissertation, the university that awarded
the degree, and the year. For the author-date system, the reference list entry would be: Author Last
Name, First Name. Year. Title of Dissertation. PhD diss., University Name. For instance: Johnson,
Sarah. 2019. The Evolution of Urban Planning Policies. PhD diss., University of Metropolis.

The notes-bibliography system would use a similar format for its bibliography entries, and the
footnote/endnote would include the page number if a specific passage is being cited.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the Chicago Manual of Style Social Science Citation Rules can present challenges, and
several common pitfalls can arise. One frequent error is inconsistency in formatting; for example,
mixing up the order of elements or using different punctuation for similar source types. Another pitfall
is failing to cite all sources, leading to unintentional plagiarism, or citing sources not actually used,
which misrepresents the research foundation.

Best practices for avoiding these errors include meticulous record-keeping of all consulted sources
from the outset of a research project. Utilizing citation management software can significantly aid in
organizing and formatting citations accurately. It is also highly recommended to consult the most
recent edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or its online version for precise guidelines, as rules can
evolve. Proofreading citations carefully for both accuracy and consistency before submission is an
essential final step.

Best Practices for Accuracy and Consistency

To ensure the highest level of accuracy and consistency in your Chicago-style citations for social
science research, several practices are invaluable. Firstly, always refer to the official Chicago Manual



of Style, paying close attention to the specific rules for the type of source you are citing. Keep a
detailed record of all bibliographic information as you gather your sources, rather than trying to
reconstruct it later. This includes author names, titles, publication dates, page numbers, URLs, and
access dates.

Secondly, develop a consistent approach to in-text citations. Whether you choose author-date or
notes-bibliography, stick to the chosen system throughout your entire document. If using the notes-
bibliography system, be consistent with whether you use footnotes or endnotes. Finally, before
submitting your work, conduct a thorough review of all your citations, checking for any discrepancies
in formatting, spelling, or completeness. A peer review or a fresh set of eyes can also be beneficial in
catching errors.

FAQ

Q: What are the main differences between the author-date
and notes-bibliography systems in Chicago style for social
science?
A: The author-date system uses parenthetical citations in the text (Author Year) and a reference list.
The notes-bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for citations and a bibliography.
The author-date system is often preferred for its directness, while the notes-bibliography system
allows for more extensive explanatory notes.

Q: How do I cite a government report using the Chicago
Manual of Style Social Science Citation Rules?
A: For government reports, the agency is typically listed as the author. In the author-date system's
reference list, it would be: Agency Name. Year. Title of Report. Publication City: Publisher (if
applicable). Report Number (if applicable). The notes-bibliography system follows a similar structure
for its bibliography.

Q: Can I cite a website that has no author or publication date
in Chicago style for social science?
A: Yes, if a website lacks an author, use the organization or website name as the author. If there's no
publication date, use "n.d." (no date) or note the last updated date if available. For online resources,
always include the URL and the date you accessed the material.

Q: How do I format citations for interviews in the Chicago
Manual of Style for social science research?
A: Interviews and personal communications are typically cited parenthetically in the text or in a note,
but they do not appear in the bibliography. The citation includes the interviewee's name, the type of



communication (e.g., personal interview), and the date. For example, (Jane Doe, personal interview,
October 26, 2023).

Q: What is the correct way to cite a book chapter in Chicago
style for social science?
A: For a book chapter, the author of the chapter is listed first, followed by the chapter title. Then
comes "in," the title of the book (italicized), followed by the book editor(s) (if any), publisher, year,
and page numbers of the chapter. For example, in author-date: Author Last Name, First Name. Year.
"Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor Name, Page Numbers. Publisher.

Q: Do I need to include page numbers in my bibliography if
I'm using the notes-bibliography system?
A: Generally, page numbers are not required in the bibliography for the notes-bibliography system
unless you are citing a very specific section repeatedly or if it is a requirement of the specific
publication. The full notes will contain the page numbers for specific citations.

Q: How should I cite a dataset in Chicago style for social
science research?
A: When citing a dataset, include the authoring institution or individual, the year, the dataset title
(italicized), any version information, and the repository or URL where it can be accessed, along with
the DOI if available. For example: Data Provider. Year. Dataset Title (Version). Data Repository. DOI or
URL.

Q: Is it permissible to use "et al." in Chicago style citations for
social science?
A: Yes, for author-date citations with three or more authors, you can use "et al." after the first author's
name in the in-text citation. For the reference list, the first edition of CMOS recommended listing all
authors up to ten; the latest edition (17th) allows for "et al." after the first author for bibliographies as
well, but it's always best to check with your instructor or publisher. In notes-bibliography, you use a
shortened note for subsequent citations and can use "et al." as appropriate there.
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