chicago manual of style scholarly citation
requirements

Understanding Chicago Manual of Style Scholarly
Citation Requirements

chicago manual of style scholarly citation requirements are fundamental for academic integrity
and clear communication within scholarly disciplines. Adhering to these guidelines ensures that your
research is properly attributed, allowing readers to easily locate your sources and verify your findings.
This comprehensive article delves into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMQOS), often
referred to as the Turabian style, focusing on its application in scholarly contexts. We will explore the
two primary citation systems—notes-bibliography and author-date—detailing their structure,
components, and best practices. Furthermore, this guide will cover the essential elements of both in-
text citations and bibliographical entries, offering practical advice for various source types and
common citation challenges. Mastering these requirements is crucial for any researcher aiming to
produce polished, credible academic work.
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The Chicago Manual of Style: An Overview

The Chicago Manual of Style, first published in 1906, is a widely respected style guide that provides
comprehensive recommendations on editorial and typographic standards for writing, editing, and
publishing. Its enduring relevance in academia stems from its flexibility, clarity, and thoroughness.
While it covers a broad spectrum of stylistic issues, from punctuation to index creation, its scholarly
citation requirements are particularly vital for researchers. These requirements are designed to
facilitate scholarly discourse by ensuring that sources are acknowledged accurately and consistently,
allowing readers to trace the lineage of ideas and arguments.

The manual's advice on citations is divided into two main systems, each suited for different academic
fields and publication types. Understanding these systems and their constituent parts is the first step
toward mastering Chicago style citation requirements for scholarly work. The manual itself is
periodically updated to reflect changes in publishing practices and the emergence of new types of
source materials.

Two Citation Systems in Chicago Style

The Chicago Manual of Style offers two distinct but equally valid systems for citing sources: the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. The choice between these two often depends on the
conventions of a particular academic discipline or the requirements of a specific journal or publisher.
Both systems aim to provide readers with the necessary information to locate and consult the original
sources, thereby upholding academic integrity.

The notes-bibliography system is generally favored in the humanities, such as literature, history, and
the arts. The author-date system, conversely, is more common in the social sciences and some
natural sciences. While their structures differ, both systems require meticulous attention to detail to
ensure accuracy and completeness in scholarly citation.

Notes-Bibliography System

The notes-bibliography system utilizes both footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This system is characterized by its ability to
provide detailed commentary and supplemental information within the notes themselves, without
disrupting the flow of the main text. It allows authors to include tangential information, address
source nuances, or acknowledge multiple sources for a single point without cluttering the narrative.



Each note corresponds to a numeral placed in the text. The first citation of a particular source
typically includes full bibliographic information, while subsequent citations of the same source are
usually shortened for brevity. The bibliography, appearing at the end, lists all sources cited in the
notes, alphabetized by author's last name. This dual approach offers readers flexibility in how they
engage with the source material.

Footnotes and Endnotes

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes appear at the bottom of the page on which the reference
is made, while endnotes are gathered at the end of the document, chapter, or book. Both serve the
same purpose: to provide the citation information for a specific point in the text. The inclusion of a
superscript numeral after the cited information in the main text signals the presence of a
corresponding note.

The first time a source is cited, the note should include all essential publication details: author's full
name, title of the work, publication information (place, publisher, year), and page number(s).
Subsequent citations of the same source can be significantly abbreviated. Common abbreviations
include the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number. For direct quotes, the specific
page number is crucial.

Bibliography Entries

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources that have been cited within the text. It serves as
a complete record of the scholarly conversation the author has engaged with. Each entry in the
bibliography should provide enough information for a reader to locate the original source. The format
for bibliography entries is similar to the first note for each source, but with a key structural difference:
the author's last name precedes their first name, facilitating alphabetical sorting.

Entries in the bibliography are typically arranged in a specific order of elements, starting with the
author's name, followed by the title of the work, and then publication details. Consistency in
formatting within the bibliography is paramount, ensuring a professional and scholarly presentation of
the research foundation. This section is indispensable for the credibility of any academic paper.

Author-Date System

The author-date system, also known as parenthetical citation, is characterized by brief citations
directly within the text, enclosed in parentheses. These in-text citations typically include the author's
last name and the year of publication. A corresponding list of references, alphabetized by author's last
name, appears at the end of the work, providing the full bibliographic details for each cited source.
This system is widely adopted in scientific and social science disciplines where rapid access to source
information is often prioritized.

The brevity of the in-text citations in the author-date system helps to maintain the flow of the



narrative, allowing readers to follow the argument without frequent interruptions. However, when a
direct quotation is used, the page number must also be included in the parenthetical citation. The
clarity and efficiency of this system make it a popular choice for many scholarly publications.

In-Text Citations

In the author-date system, in-text citations are brief parenthetical insertions that appear within the
body of the text. They typically consist of the author's last name and the year of publication, enclosed
in parentheses. For instance, (Smith 2020). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only
the year needs to be included in the parentheses, as in "Smith (2020) argues that..." When a direct
guotation is used, the page number must be added to the parenthetical citation, like (Smith 2020,
45).

Multiple works by the same author in the same year are distinguished by adding lowercase letters to
the year (e.g., 2020a, 2020b). This precise referencing within the text allows readers to quickly
identify the source of information and directs them to the full entry in the reference list. Ensuring that
every piece of borrowed information is cited is a fundamental aspect of scholarly ethics.

Reference List Entries

The reference list, appearing at the end of the document in the author-date system, contains full
bibliographic information for every source cited in the text. Unlike the bibliography in the notes-
bibliography system, the reference list in the author-date system directly corresponds to the
parenthetical citations. Each entry begins with the author's last name followed by their first name,
then the year of publication, and subsequently other relevant publication details.

The structure of reference list entries varies depending on the type of source. However, the consistent
order of author, date, title, and publication information ensures that readers can easily locate the
original sources. Alphabetical order by author's last name is the standard for the entire reference list.
This systematic organization is critical for academic rigor.

Core Components of Chicago Style Citations

Regardless of the chosen system (notes-bibliography or author-date), Chicago style citations are built
upon a set of core components that convey essential information about a source. These components
include author names, titles of works, publication details, and locational information such as page
numbers or URLs. The precise arrangement and formatting of these elements distinguish between
different source types and citation systems.

Accurate identification and inclusion of these core components are non-negotiable for maintaining
scholarly credibility. Missing or incorrect information can hinder a reader's ability to find the source
and may be perceived as carelessness, undermining the overall quality of the research. Mastering
these fundamental elements is key to adhering to Chicago manual of style scholarly citation



requirements.

Book Citations

Citing books in Chicago style requires attention to the author's name, the title of the book (italicized),
the place of publication, the publisher, and the year of publication. For notes-bibliography, the initial
note and bibliography entry for a book typically follow this pattern: Author Last Name, Author First
Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year. For example, a first footnote might look like:
Jane Doe, The History of Citation Styles (Chicago: University Press, 2022), 75. Subsequent notes would
be shortened.

In the author-date system, the reference list entry would be: Doe, Jane. 2022. The History of Citation
Styles. Chicago: University Press. The in-text citation would be (Doe 2022). When citing specific pages
for direct quotes or paraphrased ideas, the page number is always included, for instance (Doe 2022,
75) in the author-date system or with the page number in the note for the notes-bibliography system.

Journal Article Citations

Journal articles are commonly cited in scholarly work, and Chicago style provides specific guidelines
for them. For the notes-bibliography system, the initial note typically includes the author's full name,
the title of the article (in quotation marks), the title of the journal (italicized), the volume and issue
numbers, the year of publication, and the page numbers of the article. For example, a footnote might
read: John Smith, "The Evolution of Citation Practices," Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 2 (2021):
112-130. Subsequent notes would be abbreviated.

In the author-date system, the reference list entry would be: Smith, John. 2021. "The Evolution of
Citation Practices." Journal of Academic Writing 15, no. 2: 112-130. The in-text citation would be
(Smith 2021). It is crucial to include the specific page number when quoting or referencing a
particular passage from the article.

Website and Online Resource Citations

Citing online resources, including websites, has become increasingly important in scholarly research.
The Chicago Manual of Style offers guidance for these dynamic sources. For notes-bibliography, a
citation might include the author or organization responsible, the title of the specific page or
document, the name of the website, the publication or last updated date (if available), and the URL. A
DOI (Digital Object Identifier) should be included if available, as it provides a persistent link. For
example: National Archives and Records Administration, "Declaration of Independence," accessed July
15, 2023, https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript. Note that direct access
dates are generally less emphasized now in favor of stable links like DOls.

In the author-date system, the reference list entry would be: National Archives and Records
Administration. n.d. "Declaration of Independence." Accessed July 15, 2023.



https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript. The in-text citation would typically be
just the author or organization, and if no date is available, "n.d." (no date) is used in the reference list.
The Chicago Manual of Style also strongly encourages the use of stable URLs or DOIs whenever
possible for online resources.

Common Citation Challenges in Chicago Style

Scholars often encounter specific challenges when applying Chicago manual of style scholarly citation
requirements. These can range from citing unconventional sources to ensuring consistency across a
lengthy document. Recognizing these common pitfalls and knowing how to navigate them is essential
for producing polished academic work.

One significant challenge is the citation of sources with multiple authors. For two authors, both names
are typically listed. For three or more authors, the first author's name is listed, followed by "et al." in
the notes-bibliography system, while the reference list in the author-date system usually lists all
authors up to a certain number, or the first author followed by "et al." The manual provides detailed
rules for these scenarios.

No Author or Editor

When a source lacks an author or editor, the citation begins with the title of the work. This applies to
both the notes-bibliography and author-date systems. For example, in a note: A Concise Guide to
Publishing (New York: Penguin Books, 2019), 55. In the bibliography: A Concise Guide to Publishing.
New York: Penguin Books, 2019. For the author-date system, the reference list entry would start with
the title, and the in-text citation would use a shortened version of the title (often italicized) and the
year, such as (Concise Guide 2019).

This approach ensures that the source is still identifiable and locatable, even without an authorial
credit. It is important to conduct a thorough search for an author before concluding that none exists,
as sometimes the author is listed in a less obvious location, such as on the copyright page or within
the introduction.

Multiple Editions and Works by the Same Author

Citing multiple editions of the same work requires noting the specific edition used. This is typically
indicated by adding edition information (e.g., 2nd ed., rev. ed.) after the title. For instance, a book
note might be: John Smith, The Art of Scholarship, 3rd ed. (London: Academic Press, 2018), 120. In
the reference list (author-date): Smith, John. 2018. The Art of Scholarship. 3rd ed. London: Academic
Press.

When an author has multiple works cited, and especially if they are published in the same year,
careful differentiation is required. In the notes-bibliography system, this is handled by the distinct
titles and page numbers in notes and bibliography. In the author-date system, as mentioned earlier, a



lowercase letter is appended to the year for works published in the same year (e.g., Smith 2020a,
Smith 2020b). This ensures clarity and prevents confusion between different publications.

Consistency and Accuracy

The cornerstone of effective scholarly citation, regardless of the style guide employed, is unwavering
consistency and meticulous accuracy. The Chicago Manual of Style, in its detailed requirements,
implicitly emphasizes these principles. Inconsistencies in formatting, element order, or the inclusion of
punctuation can detract from the professionalism of your work and potentially mislead your readers.
Accuracy ensures that every piece of information you present is verifiable and that your sources are
correctly attributed, upholding the ethical standards of academic research.

Developing a systematic approach to citation, such as using citation management software, can
significantly aid in maintaining both consistency and accuracy. Proofreading your citations with the
same rigor you would apply to your prose is crucial. A final review specifically dedicated to checking
all citations against the chosen Chicago style system can prevent common errors and elevate the
overall quality of your manuscript.

When to Consult the Manual

While this guide provides a comprehensive overview of Chicago manual of style scholarly citation
requirements, it is not a substitute for the official manual itself. The Chicago Manual of Style is an
extensive resource that addresses an unparalleled range of editorial and stylistic issues, including
highly specific scenarios not covered here. For definitive answers to complex citation questions, or for
guidance on citing unusual source types like archival materials, interviews, or multimedia, consulting
the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style is indispensable.

Furthermore, specific academic journals, university presses, or even individual professors may have
their own stylistic preferences or modifications to Chicago style. Always verify if such specific
guidelines exist and adhere to them as a priority. The manual is designed to be a comprehensive
reference tool, and becoming familiar with its structure and content will empower you to handle a
wide array of citation challenges with confidence and precision.

FAQ

Q: What are the two main citation systems in the Chicago
Manual of Style?

A: The two main citation systems in the Chicago Manual of Style are the notes-bibliography system
and the author-date system.



Q: Which academic disciplines typically use the notes-
bibliography system?

A: The notes-bibliography system is typically favored in the humanities, such as literature, history,
and the arts.

Q: Which academic disciplines typically use the author-date
system?

A: The author-date system is more common in the social sciences and some natural sciences.

Q: What is the primary difference between footnotes and
endnotes in the notes-bibliography system?

A: The primary difference is their placement: footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the
reference is made, while endnotes are gathered at the end of the document, chapter, or book.

Q: When citing a direct quotation from a book in the author-
date system, what information must be included in the in-text
citation?

A: When citing a direct quotation from a book in the author-date system, the in-text citation must
include the author's last name, the year of publication, and the specific page number (e.g., (Smith
2020, 45)).

Q: How are sources with no author cited in Chicago style?

A: When a source lacks an author, the citation begins with the title of the work. In the author-date
system, the in-text citation will use a shortened version of the title.

Q: What is the purpose of the bibliography in the notes-
bibliography system?

A: The bibliography in the notes-bibliography system is an alphabetical list of all sources that have
been cited within the text, providing full publication details for each.

Q: How are multiple works by the same author in the same
year handled in the author-date system?

A: Multiple works by the same author in the same year are distinguished by appending lowercase
letters to the year (e.g., 2020a, 2020b) in both the in-text citations and the reference list entries.
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