
chicago manual of style rules for
endnotes
The Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes are a cornerstone of academic
and professional writing, offering a standardized method for citation and
annotation. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of Chicago
style endnotes, from initial formatting to specific citation examples for
various sources. Understanding these rules is crucial for scholars,
researchers, and writers aiming for clarity, credibility, and adherence to
established academic conventions. We will explore the fundamental structure
of endnotes, common citation elements, and how to handle different types of
sources, ensuring your written work is both accurate and impeccably presented
according to Chicago's esteemed guidelines.
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Understanding the Purpose of Endnotes

Endnotes, as outlined by the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), serve multiple
critical functions within a document. Primarily, they provide a mechanism for
attributing sources to borrowed ideas, facts, or direct quotations, thereby
avoiding plagiarism and giving credit where it is due. This is fundamental to
academic integrity and scholarly communication. Beyond simple source
attribution, endnotes can also house supplementary information that, while
relevant, might disrupt the flow of the main text. This could include
tangential discussions, detailed explanations, or definitions that add depth
without cluttering the narrative.

The Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes emphasize that they are a
distinct alternative to footnotes, offering a different organizational
approach for the same citation and annotation purposes. While footnotes
appear at the bottom of the page where the reference is made, endnotes are
compiled at the end of the chapter or the entire document. This placement can
be particularly advantageous for works with extensive citations, as it keeps
the main body of the text cleaner and more readable. The choice between
footnotes and endnotes often depends on the specific publication or
instructor's preference, but the underlying principles of citation remain
consistent.



Basic Formatting for Chicago Style Endnotes

Implementing Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes begins with proper
formatting. Each endnote is designated by a superscript Arabic numeral in the
text, placed after the punctuation of the sentence or clause it refers to.
For instance, if a sentence contains information from a source, the
superscript numeral would appear as: "The research indicates a significant
trend.²"

The endnotes themselves are collected in a separate section titled "Notes" or
"Endnotes" at the end of the main body of the work. The first time a
particular source is cited, the endnote provides a full bibliographic entry.
Subsequent citations of the same source are typically shortened, often
including the author's last name, a shortened title, and the page number.
This distinction between the first and subsequent citations is a key aspect
of Chicago style endnotes, streamlining the referencing process for both the
writer and the reader.

Numbering Conventions

Sequential numbering is the standard for endnotes in Chicago style. The
numbering begins with "1" and continues numerically throughout the document.
If a work has multiple sections or chapters, the numbering typically restarts
at "1" for each new chapter or section, especially in books. However, for a
single article or paper, the numbering usually continues consecutively until
the end. It is vital to maintain consistency in this numbering to avoid
reader confusion and ensure accurate cross-referencing.

Placement of Superscript Numbers

The placement of the superscript numeral is crucial according to the Chicago
Manual of Style rules for endnotes. Generally, it follows any punctuation
mark at the end of a clause or sentence. For quotations, the numeral is
placed after the closing quotation mark. When referring to a specific word or
phrase, the numeral is placed directly after that element, before any
punctuation. Adhering to these precise placement rules ensures clarity and
professionalism in your citations.

Essential Elements of an Endnote Citation

Regardless of the source type, certain core pieces of information are
generally required in a Chicago Manual of Style endnote citation. These



elements work together to provide the reader with sufficient detail to locate
the original source. While the order and specific punctuation may vary
slightly depending on the source, the fundamental components remain
consistent.

The Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes stipulate that the first
citation of a source should be comprehensive. This includes information such
as the author's name, the title of the work, publication details (like
publisher and year for books), and specific page numbers. For subsequent
citations, a shortened format is used to avoid redundancy, making the notes
more concise and easier to scan.

Author and Title Information

The author's name is typically listed in the format "First Name Last Name" in
the first mention of a source. For subsequent mentions, it is usually "Last
Name." The title of the work is also essential. For books, the title is
italicized. For articles or chapters within a larger work, the title is
enclosed in quotation marks. This distinction is fundamental to
distinguishing between different types of sources within the endnotes.

Publication Details and Page Numbers

Publication details are vital for locating a source. For books, this includes
the city of publication, the publisher's name, and the year of publication.
For articles, it includes the journal title (italicized), volume and issue
numbers, and the date of publication. Page numbers are almost always included
to pinpoint the exact location of the referenced information within the
source. The Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes require meticulous
attention to these details for complete and accurate referencing.

Citing Books and Book Chapters

Citing books is a common requirement, and the Chicago Manual of Style rules
for endnotes provide clear guidelines. The first full note for a book
includes the author's name (first and last), the full title of the book
(italicized), the publication information (city, publisher, year), and the
specific page number(s) cited. For example: "1. Jane Doe, The History of
Chicago, (Chicago: University Press, 2020), 45."

Subsequent notes for the same book are shortened. They typically include the
author's last name, a shortened version of the title (if it's long or if
multiple works by the same author are cited), and the page number. For



instance: "2. Doe, History of Chicago, 78." If only one work by an author is
cited in the notes, the title may sometimes be omitted in subsequent notes,
though including it is often preferred for clarity.

Citing a Whole Book

When citing an entire book and referring to multiple parts or the work
generally, the Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes allow for a
slightly different format. The initial citation will still list all the
publication details. However, if you are referencing the book without a
specific page in the initial note, you would omit the page number. For
subsequent mentions, the shortened format remains applicable, often without a
page number if no specific location is being referenced, though this is less
common for research papers.

Citing a Chapter or Section of a Book

Citing a specific chapter or section within a book requires including the
author of the chapter (if different from the book's author), the title of the
chapter (in quotation marks), the title of the book (italicized), the book's
publication details, and the page numbers for both the chapter and the
specific part referenced. The format for the first note would be: "3. John
Smith, "Early Architectural Styles," in A Survey of Urban Design, ed. Alice
Green (New York: Academic Publishers, 2018), 112-145, 120." Subsequent notes
would follow the shortened format, referencing the chapter title if necessary
for clarity.

Citing Journal Articles

Journal articles are frequently used sources in academic writing. The Chicago
Manual of Style rules for endnotes for journal articles are quite specific.
The first note includes the author's full name, the article title (in
quotation marks), the journal title (italicized), the volume number, the
issue number, the publication date, and the page numbers of the article,
followed by the specific page number(s) cited. For example: "4. Emily Carter,
"The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Communication
Studies 25, no. 3 (Fall 2021): 301-320, 315."

Subsequent notes for journal articles are shortened similarly to book
citations. They will typically include the author's last name, a shortened
article title (if needed), and the specific page number referenced. For
instance: "5. Carter, "Social Media," 318." The journal title and publication
details are usually omitted in shortened notes unless there's a potential for



confusion with other sources.

Online Journal Articles

Citing journal articles accessed online often requires including a DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) or a URL. The Chicago Manual of Style rules for
endnotes encourage the use of DOIs when available, as they provide a stable
link to the article. If no DOI is available, a URL can be used. The format is
similar to print journal articles but includes the DOI or URL at the end,
along with the access date. For example: "6. Carter, "Social Media," 315,
doi:10.1000/xyz123." If using a URL: "7. Carter, "Social Media," 315,
accessed October 26, 2023, https://www.journalwebsite.com/article."

Citing Websites and Online Resources

The digital landscape presents unique challenges for citation, but the
Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes provide guidance for websites and
online resources. The key is to provide as much identifying information as
possible to help readers locate the content. This often includes the author
or organization responsible for the content, the title of the specific page
or document, the name of the website, and a URL. The access date is also
important, as online content can change or disappear.

For a typical webpage, the first note might look like this: "8. National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, "Mars Exploration Program," NASA, last
modified March 15, 2023, accessed October 26, 2023, https://mars.nasa.gov/."
This format clearly identifies the source and provides a direct link.

Specific Elements for Web Citations

When citing online resources, the Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes
emphasize including specific elements that make the citation actionable.
These include:

Author or Organization

Title of the specific page or document

Name of the overall website

Publication or last modified date (if available)

Access date



URL

For subsequent notes, a shortened version, typically including the
author/organization and a shortened title, is used, similar to other source
types.

Handling Specific Endnote Scenarios

Beyond the common sources, the Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes
address a variety of less frequent but important citation scenarios. These
can include citing interviews, personal communications, unpublished
materials, or works with multiple authors. Understanding how to navigate
these situations ensures comprehensive and accurate referencing throughout
your work.

The guiding principle in all Chicago style endnotes is to provide enough
information for the reader to locate the original source. This often involves
adapting the standard formats to fit the specific nature of the material
being cited. When in doubt, consulting the most recent edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style is always recommended.

Citing Works with Multiple Authors

For works with two authors, both names are included in the first note. For
works with three or more authors, the Chicago Manual of Style rules for
endnotes suggest listing only the first author's name followed by "et al." in
the note, both in the initial and subsequent citations. For example: "9. Jane
Doe and John Smith, The Art of Research (New York: Scholastic Press, 2019),
101." And for three or more: "10. Robert Lee et al., Modern Economics
(London: Sterling Publishers, 2022), 55."

Citing Personal Communications

Personal communications, such as interviews or emails, are typically cited in
the notes only, not in a bibliography. The Chicago Manual of Style rules for
endnotes require including the type of communication, the name of the
communicator, and the date it occurred. For example: "11. Interview with Dr.
Evelyn Reed, March 10, 2023." For an email: "12. Email from Sarah Jones to
the author, October 20, 2023."



The Chicago Manual of Style Rules for Endnotes:
A Summary

The Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes provide a robust framework for
academic citation, ensuring clarity, consistency, and academic integrity. By
meticulously following the guidelines for formatting, essential citation
elements, and source-specific details, writers can effectively attribute
their sources and provide valuable supplementary information. The distinction
between first and subsequent notes, along with the precise placement of
superscript numerals, are key to mastering Chicago style endnotes. Whether
citing traditional print sources like books and journals or contemporary
digital resources, adherence to these rules elevates the credibility and
professionalism of any written work.

Ultimately, the goal of the Chicago Manual of Style rules for endnotes is to
facilitate scholarly discourse by making sources easily identifiable and
accessible to readers. A deep understanding of these conventions empowers
writers to engage confidently with their material and contribute meaningfully
to their fields of study. The consistent application of these rules fosters a
transparent and reliable scholarly environment.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago
style endnotes and footnotes?
A: The primary difference lies in their placement. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the reference is made, while endnotes are compiled
in a numbered list at the end of the document, chapter, or book. Both serve
the same purpose of providing citations and annotations.

Q: Do I need to include a bibliography if I use
endnotes in Chicago style?
A: Yes, typically you do. While endnotes provide specific citations for
individual references within the text, a bibliography (or Works
Cited/References page) provides a comprehensive list of all sources consulted
and cited in the document, presented alphabetically. The Chicago Manual of
Style often recommends including both.

Q: How do I format the first endnote citation for a



book in Chicago style?
A: The first endnote citation for a book includes the author's full name, the
full title of the book (italicized), the publication city, the publisher's
name, the year of publication, and the specific page number(s) cited. For
example: 1. Jane Doe, The History of Chicago, (Chicago: University Press,
2020), 45.

Q: What is the shortened format for subsequent
endnote citations in Chicago style?
A: For subsequent citations of the same source, the format is shortened. It
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title
(if necessary for clarity), and the page number. For example: 2. Doe, History
of Chicago, 78.

Q: How do I cite a website in Chicago style
endnotes?
A: Citing a website in Chicago style endnotes requires the author or
organization, the title of the specific page or document, the name of the
website, a publication or last modified date (if available), the access date,
and the URL. For example: 8. National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
"Mars Exploration Program," NASA, last modified March 15, 2023, accessed
October 26, 2023, https://mars.nasa.gov/.

Q: Can I use endnotes for personal communications
like emails or interviews?
A: Yes, personal communications are typically cited in the endnotes but not
included in the bibliography. The endnote should specify the type of
communication, the name of the communicator, and the date it occurred. For
example: 11. Interview with Dr. Evelyn Reed, March 10, 2023.

Q: What if a source has three or more authors? How
is that handled in Chicago style endnotes?
A: For works with three or more authors, Chicago style endnotes suggest
listing only the first author's name followed by "et al." in both the initial
and subsequent citations. For example: 10. Robert Lee et al., Modern
Economics (London: Sterling Publishers, 2022), 55.

Q: Is there a difference in citing online journal



articles compared to print ones in Chicago style
endnotes?
A: Yes, for online journal articles, it's important to include a DOI (Digital
Object Identifier) if available, or a URL if no DOI exists. The access date
should also be included. For example: 6. Emily Carter, "The Impact of Social
Media on Political Discourse," Journal of Communication Studies 25, no. 3
(Fall 2021): 301-320, 315, doi:10.1000/xyz123.
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