
chicago manual of style research paper
conclusion rules
The Chicago Manual of Style research paper conclusion rules are crucial for students and
academics aiming to produce polished, impactful academic work. A well-crafted
conclusion not only summarizes key findings but also reinforces the paper's argument and
offers a sense of closure. This guide delves into the essential components of a Chicago-
style conclusion, from restating the thesis to discussing broader implications. We will
explore how to effectively synthesize your research, avoid common pitfalls, and adhere to
the stylistic conventions mandated by the Chicago Manual of Style. Understanding these
rules is paramount for demonstrating mastery of your subject and presenting your
research persuasively.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Conclusion

The conclusion of a research paper serves a vital function: to leave the reader with a clear
and lasting impression of your work's significance and the validity of your arguments. It's
the final opportunity to persuade your audience and underscore the importance of your
research. Far from being a mere summary, a strong conclusion synthesizes the
information presented, reiterates the central thesis, and often opens up avenues for
further thought or inquiry. Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) guidelines
ensures that this crucial section is executed with precision and professionalism,
contributing to the overall coherence and impact of your academic paper.

In essence, the conclusion is where you demonstrate that you have successfully answered
your research question and that your findings contribute meaningfully to the existing body
of knowledge. It's the culmination of your analytical efforts, a space to highlight the most
compelling aspects of your investigation and its broader relevance. Following the
conventions of CMOS, particularly regarding clarity, conciseness, and argumentation, will
elevate the effectiveness of your concluding remarks.



Key Components of a Chicago Style Conclusion

A well-structured conclusion, in accordance with the Chicago Manual of Style, typically
incorporates several core elements designed to provide a comprehensive and satisfying
end to your research paper. These components work in synergy to reinforce your thesis,
highlight your findings, and leave a lasting impression on the reader. Understanding each
element’s role is essential for crafting an effective closing section.

Restating the Thesis Statement

One of the primary functions of a conclusion is to revisit and reaffirm your thesis
statement, but not in a way that is simply a verbatim repetition. The thesis, presented in
your introduction, should be rephrased in light of the evidence and analysis you have
provided throughout the paper. This demonstrates how your research has substantiated
your initial claim. The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes clarity and conciseness, so this
rephrased thesis should be presented in a way that is easily understood and directly linked
to the arguments that follow.

Consider your thesis as the central pillar of your argument. In the conclusion, you are
essentially showing how all the supporting structures you built have held that pillar firm.
This rephrasing should reflect the nuance and complexity you’ve uncovered during your
research, offering a more refined understanding than what was possible at the
introduction stage. It’s about showing the journey of your argument from hypothesis to
proven point.

Summarizing Main Arguments and Evidence

Following the rephrased thesis, a strong conclusion will succinctly summarize the
principal arguments and key pieces of evidence presented in the body of your paper. This
is not about introducing new information, but rather about reminding the reader of the
most critical points that support your thesis. Think of it as a curated highlight reel of your
research journey. The Chicago Manual of Style suggests that this summary should be
integrated seamlessly, avoiding a dry, bullet-point-like recitation of facts.

The goal here is to consolidate your findings into a cohesive narrative. You want to remind
the reader of the logical progression of your argument and the strength of the evidence
you have marshalled. By bringing these elements together, you reinforce the credibility of
your research and make your overall case more persuasive. Ensure that the summary
directly reflects the analysis conducted, not just the data collected.

Discussing Broader Implications and Significance



Beyond summarizing, an effective Chicago-style conclusion ventures into discussing the
broader implications and significance of your research. This is where you move from what
your research proves to what it means. Why should anyone care about your findings? What
impact do they have on the field of study, on society, or on our understanding of the
world? This section elevates your paper from a mere academic exercise to a contribution
that resonates.

The Chicago Manual of Style encourages scholars to connect their specific findings to
larger contexts. This could involve discussing how your research challenges existing
theories, offers practical solutions to real-world problems, or opens up new avenues for
understanding a phenomenon. It’s about demonstrating the lasting value and relevance of
your scholarly endeavor, leaving the reader with a sense of the broader impact of your
work.

Offering Suggestions for Future Research

A sophisticated conclusion, often encouraged by the Chicago Manual of Style, may also
include suggestions for future research. This demonstrates a forward-thinking approach
and acknowledges that research is an ongoing process. You can identify questions that
your own study raised but did not fully address, or propose entirely new research
directions that emerge from your findings. This is an excellent way to engage with the
academic community and contribute to the ongoing conversation in your field.

By outlining potential next steps, you showcase your deep understanding of the subject
matter and your ability to identify further areas of inquiry. These suggestions should be
logical extensions of your current research, rather than random ideas. They highlight the
limitations of your study (which is a sign of academic maturity) and point toward the
continued exploration necessary to advance knowledge. This element adds a dynamic and
forward-looking dimension to your conclusion.

Avoiding Common Conclusion Pitfalls

Crafting a compelling conclusion involves not only understanding what to include but also
recognizing and avoiding common errors that can diminish its effectiveness. The Chicago
Manual of Style, while focusing on stylistic elements, implicitly guides writers toward
strong content by discouraging practices that weaken an argument. Being aware of these
pitfalls is as crucial as knowing the essential components.

Many students mistakenly believe the conclusion is simply a place to tack on a few last
thoughts. However, a poorly constructed conclusion can undo much of the good work done
in the body of the paper. The goal is to leave the reader with a sense of finality and
intellectual satisfaction, which is difficult to achieve if certain common mistakes are made.



Introducing New Information or Arguments

Perhaps the most significant pitfall to avoid in a conclusion is introducing entirely new
information, evidence, or arguments that were not discussed in the main body of the
paper. The conclusion is a synthesis and reflection of what has already been presented; it
is not a platform for presenting novel ideas or data. Doing so can confuse the reader,
dilute the impact of your established arguments, and make it seem as though you are
making a last-minute attempt to bolster your case.

The Chicago Manual of Style emphasizes logical flow and coherence. Introducing new
material disrupts this flow, suggesting that the writer either forgot to include it earlier or
is struggling to support their thesis effectively. Instead, any insights derived from new
information should have been integrated into the body of the paper where they could be
properly analyzed and contextualized.

Using Vague or Generic Statements

Another common error is the use of overly vague or generic statements that lack
specificity and do not connect back to your research. Phrases like "In conclusion, this
paper has discussed..." or "It is important to note that..." can sound trite and uninspired.
The Chicago Manual of Style encourages precision in language, and this applies equally to
the conclusion.

Your conclusion should be as specific and concrete as the rest of your paper. Instead of
generic pronouncements, tie your final thoughts directly to your research findings and
their implications. Show, don't just tell, the significance of your work. Specific examples
and direct references to your study will lend far more weight to your concluding remarks.

Apologizing for Weaknesses

Resist the temptation to apologize for any perceived weaknesses or limitations in your
research. Phrases such as "While this study has limitations..." or "Further research is
needed because this study could not..." can undermine your credibility. While
acknowledging limitations is important, it should be done constructively, as part of
suggesting future research directions rather than as an apology.

The Chicago Manual of Style implicitly advocates for confident academic writing.
Apologizing suggests a lack of confidence in your work, which can lead the reader to
doubt your findings. Frame limitations as opportunities for future exploration, highlighting
the ongoing nature of scholarly inquiry rather than framing them as failures of your
current study.



Ending Abruptly or Too Casually

A conclusion should provide a sense of closure; it should not end abruptly or too casually.
Simply stopping after summarizing your main points can leave the reader feeling
unsatisfied. Conversely, an overly long or rambling conclusion can also be detrimental,
diluting the impact of your key messages. The Chicago Manual of Style values concise and
purposeful writing.

Ensure that your concluding paragraphs effectively wrap up your argument, leaving a
lasting impression. The transition from summarizing to discussing implications should be
smooth and natural. A well-crafted ending feels earned, providing a sense of completeness
and reinforcing the value of the reader's engagement with your paper.

Maintaining Stylistic Consistency

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style extends to every aspect of your research paper,
including the conclusion. Maintaining stylistic consistency ensures that your work
presents a unified and professional front, reinforcing the credibility of your research. This
means paying attention to tone, formatting, and citation practices throughout, and
especially in the final section.

Consistency in style demonstrates attention to detail and respect for academic
conventions. It allows the reader to focus on the content of your research without being
distracted by stylistic irregularities. The Chicago Manual of Style provides a
comprehensive framework for achieving this consistency across your entire paper.

Tone and Voice

The tone of your conclusion should be consistent with the rest of your research paper.
Typically, this means maintaining a formal, objective, and authoritative voice. Avoid
colloquialisms, overly emotional language, or a conversational style. The Chicago Manual
of Style emphasizes clarity and professionalism in academic writing, and this should be
reflected in your concluding remarks.

Your voice should convey confidence in your research and its findings. The concluding
paragraphs are not the place for casual reflections or personal anecdotes, unless directly
relevant and handled with academic rigor. The goal is to reinforce the scholarly nature of
your work, ensuring that the reader perceives your conclusions as well-reasoned and
credible.



Formatting and Citation

The Chicago Manual of Style has specific guidelines for formatting, including how to
present your concluding sections. While the core content of the conclusion is paramount,
ensuring it adheres to formatting norms, such as paragraph indentation and spacing, is
also important. Crucially, if any sources are referenced in the conclusion, they must be
cited according to the chosen CMOS style (notes and bibliography or author-date).

Even if you are not introducing new sources, it is good practice to ensure that any
references made within the conclusion to your own research or arguments are clear. If
your conclusion directly quotes or paraphrases material from your sources, proper citation
is non-negotiable. This upholds academic integrity and allows readers to follow up on your
sources if they wish.

Final Thoughts on Crafting a Strong Conclusion

In conclusion, the process of writing a powerful conclusion for your Chicago Manual of
Style research paper is an art that blends synthesis, critical reflection, and persuasive
communication. It’s your final opportunity to impress upon the reader the value and
impact of your scholarly endeavor. By meticulously rephrasing your thesis, summarizing
your core arguments with evidence, and thoughtfully discussing the broader significance
of your findings, you create a cohesive and memorable ending.

Remember that a strong conclusion is not merely a summary but a springboard for further
thought, often achieved by suggesting avenues for future research. Avoiding common
pitfalls such as introducing new material, using vague language, or apologizing for
limitations will ensure your conclusion remains robust and credible. By consistently
applying the stylistic guidelines of the Chicago Manual of Style, you will produce a
polished and impactful research paper that effectively communicates the essence and
importance of your work.

Q: What is the primary goal of a conclusion in a Chicago
Manual of Style research paper?
A: The primary goal of a conclusion in a Chicago Manual of Style research paper is to
summarize the key findings, reaffirm the thesis statement in light of the research
presented, and discuss the broader implications and significance of the study, leaving the
reader with a comprehensive understanding of the paper's contribution.

Q: Should I introduce new information or data in my
Chicago Manual of Style research paper conclusion?
A: No, you should not introduce new information or data in your Chicago Manual of Style
research paper conclusion. The conclusion is meant to synthesize and reflect on the



material presented in the body of the paper, not to introduce new arguments or evidence.

Q: How should I restate my thesis in the conclusion
according to Chicago Manual of Style rules?
A: According to Chicago Manual of Style rules, you should restate your thesis in the
conclusion by rephrasing it to reflect the nuances and evidence you have explored
throughout your paper. It should not be an exact copy of the introduction's thesis but a
more developed articulation of your main argument.

Q: What is the role of discussing implications in a
Chicago Manual of Style conclusion?
A: Discussing implications in a Chicago Manual of Style conclusion involves explaining the
broader significance and relevance of your research findings. This means connecting your
specific study to larger academic conversations, real-world issues, or theoretical
frameworks.

Q: Is it acceptable to suggest future research directions
in a Chicago Manual of Style research paper
conclusion?
A: Yes, it is often acceptable and even recommended to suggest future research directions
in a Chicago Manual of Style research paper conclusion. This demonstrates an awareness
of the ongoing nature of scholarly inquiry and the potential for further exploration
stemming from your findings.

Q: How does the Chicago Manual of Style address the
tone of a research paper conclusion?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style advocates for a formal, objective, and authoritative tone
throughout a research paper, including the conclusion. The tone should be professional
and confident, avoiding colloquialisms or overly emotional language.

Q: What are common mistakes to avoid in a Chicago
Manual of Style research paper conclusion?
A: Common mistakes to avoid in a Chicago Manual of Style research paper conclusion
include introducing new information, using vague language, apologizing for limitations,
ending abruptly, and failing to maintain stylistic consistency with the rest of the paper.



Q: Do Chicago Manual of Style formatting rules apply to
the conclusion section?
A: Yes, Chicago Manual of Style formatting rules apply to all sections of a research paper,
including the conclusion. This includes guidelines for paragraph indentation, spacing, and
the consistent application of citation styles if references are made.

Q: How long should a conclusion be in a Chicago
Manual of Style research paper?
A: While the Chicago Manual of Style does not prescribe a strict word count for
conclusions, it emphasizes conciseness and purpose. A conclusion should be long enough
to adequately summarize and discuss implications without becoming repetitive or overly
lengthy.
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