chicago manual of style research paper
conclusion format

chicago manual of style research paper conclusion format is a critical element of academic writing,
serving as the final opportunity to impress your reader and solidify your argument. Mastering this
format ensures your research paper concludes with clarity, coherence, and impact, adhering to
established scholarly conventions. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of crafting
a robust conclusion according to the Chicago Manual of Style, covering essential components,
common pitfalls, and best practices for effectively summarizing your findings and offering final
thoughts. We will explore how to synthesize your research, reinforce your thesis, and suggest
avenues for future inquiry, all while maintaining the rigorous standards expected in academic
discourse.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Chicago Style
Conclusion

The conclusion of a research paper is far more than a mere summary; it is the capstone of your
academic endeavor. In the context of the Chicago Manual of Style, the conclusion serves to leave a
lasting impression on your reader, reinforcing the significance of your research and the validity of
your arguments. It's where you tie together all the threads of your paper, demonstrating how your
investigation has contributed to the broader academic conversation. A well-crafted conclusion should
not introduce new information but rather provide a sense of closure and finality to your work, leaving
the reader with a clear understanding of your main points and their broader relevance.

Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style in your conclusion means focusing on clarity, precision, and
academic rigor. It involves revisiting your research question and demonstrating how you have
answered it through the evidence presented. The goal is to persuade your audience that your
research is meaningful and that your conclusions are well-supported by the material you have
analyzed. This section is your last chance to make a compelling case for your work's contribution to
the field.

Key Components of a Chicago Manual of Style Research



Paper Conclusion

A strong conclusion, in accordance with the Chicago Manual of Style, typically comprises several
integral elements designed to provide a complete and satisfying end to your research paper. These
components work in concert to reinforce your argument and leave a memorable impression on your
reader. Neglecting any of these can diminish the overall impact of your paper.

Restating and Reinforcing Your Thesis

The conclusion should begin by subtly restating your thesis statement, not by repeating it verbatim.
This restatement should reflect the nuances and complexities you have explored throughout your
paper. It's an opportunity to demonstrate how your research has validated or refined your initial
hypothesis, providing a more sophisticated understanding of the topic. Think of it as a final,
authoritative affirmation of your paper's central argument, presented in a fresh, conclusive manner
that acknowledges the journey the reader has taken with you.

Reinforcing the thesis involves more than just restating it; it requires connecting it back to the main
points and evidence you have presented. This is achieved by showing how each section of your paper
has contributed to supporting your central claim. The reader should be able to see, with renewed
clarity, how the research findings directly bolster your thesis, making it an undeniable part of your
paper's scholarly contribution.

Crafting a Strong Summary of Findings

A crucial aspect of the Chicago style conclusion is providing a concise yet comprehensive summary of
your key findings. This is not an exhaustive recapitulation of every detail but rather a distillation of
the most important discoveries and insights you have unearthed. The summary should highlight the
core results of your research in a way that is easy for the reader to grasp, emphasizing their
significance and their direct relationship to your thesis.

The effectiveness of your summary hinges on its ability to synthesize information rather than simply
list it. You should aim to present your findings in a cohesive narrative that underscores their collective
impact. By bringing together the main threads of your argument, you help the reader see the
complete picture and understand the overarching significance of your research journey. This section
should be clear, direct, and free of jargon that hasn't been previously explained.

Synthesizing Evidence Effectively

Beyond simply summarizing, your conclusion must synthesize the evidence you've presented.
Synthesis involves showing the interconnectedness of your findings and how they collectively support
your thesis. Instead of presenting individual pieces of evidence again, demonstrate how they work
together to form a cohesive and compelling argument. This demonstrates a higher level of analytical
thinking and reinforces the depth of your research.

When synthesizing evidence, consider the broader implications of how different pieces of information,
when viewed together, lend weight to your conclusions. This could involve showing how seemingly
disparate findings converge to support a particular interpretation, or how your evidence refutes
alternative viewpoints. The Chicago Manual of Style encourages a sophisticated presentation of how
your evidence builds a strong, unified case.



Offering Final Insights and Implications

A powerful conclusion often extends beyond summarizing and reinforcing to offer final insights and
explore the broader implications of your research. This is where you can discuss the significance of
your findings in a wider context, suggesting what they mean for the field of study, for policy, or for
future understanding. It's your opportunity to highlight the "so what?" factor of your research,
demonstrating its potential impact and relevance.

Consider the potential avenues for future research that your findings might open up. What questions
remain unanswered? What new directions could scholars take based on your work? Suggesting these
possibilities demonstrates a forward-thinking perspective and contributes to the ongoing scholarly
dialogue. The Chicago Manual of Style values research that not only answers existing questions but
also sparks new ones, pushing the boundaries of knowledge.

Avoiding Common Pitfalls in Conclusion Writing

Even with a clear understanding of what a conclusion should contain, writers often fall into common
traps that weaken their final statements. Recognizing and avoiding these pitfalls is crucial for crafting
a conclusion that upholds the standards of the Chicago Manual of Style and leaves a positive, lasting
impression on your reader. These errors can undermine the credibility and impact of your entire
research paper.

Introducing New Information or Arguments

One of the most significant errors is introducing entirely new evidence, arguments, or concepts in the
conclusion. The conclusion is meant to wrap up what has already been discussed, not to present fresh
material that your reader hasn't had the opportunity to consider within the body of the paper. New
information suggests a lack of foresight or an attempt to shoehorn in important points at the last
minute, which can be confusing and frustrating for the reader.

All the substantive arguments and evidence that support your thesis should be thoroughly presented
and analyzed in the body paragraphs of your paper. The conclusion should serve as a thoughtful
reflection on that material. If you find yourself wanting to introduce something new, it is a strong
indicator that this material should have been integrated earlier in your paper, requiring a revision of
the main body rather than an addition to the conclusion.

Being Too Repetitive

While restating your thesis and summarizing findings are essential, doing so in a way that feels overly
redundant or like a direct copy-paste from earlier sections is detrimental. The conclusion should offer
a refined perspective, a more synthesized view, or a broader contextualization of your points. Simply
rehashing sentences or phrases without adding analytical value can make your conclusion feel weak
and uninspired, detracting from the overall quality of your work.

The art of concluding lies in rephrasing and re-contextualizing. Instead of repeating a sentence from
your introduction, explain how the journey through your research has led to a deeper, more nuanced
understanding of that initial idea. The summary of findings should offer a synthesized overview,
showing the interconnectedness of your points rather than just listing them again as they appeared in
separate sections.



Apologizing for Limitations

While acknowledging limitations can be appropriate in some academic contexts, a conclusion is
generally not the place for excessive apologies or self-deprecating remarks about the scope or depth
of your research. A well-researched paper, even with inherent limitations, should stand confidently on
its own merits. Overly apologetic language can undermine the confidence your reader has in your
findings and your expertise.

Instead of apologizing, frame limitations as opportunities for future research. You can briefly mention
areas that were beyond the scope of your current study or aspects that warrant further investigation.
This approach demonstrates a mature understanding of the research process and its ongoing nature,
rather than appearing to be defensive or unsure of your own work. The Chicago Manual of Style
emphasizes confident, scholarly presentation.

Ending Abruptly

A conclusion that ends too suddenly can leave the reader feeling unsatisfied and as though the paper
was cut short. A good conclusion should provide a sense of complete closure, offering a final, resonant
thought that lingers with the reader. This might involve a powerful final sentence that encapsulates
the essence of your argument or a brief contemplation of the broader significance of your work. The
final paragraphs should feel deliberately placed and purposeful.

Ensure your concluding remarks build to a natural, satisfying end. This might involve a gradual
winding down of your main points, culminating in a final statement that summarizes the overall
contribution of your research. Avoid trailing off or ending with a sentence that feels like an

afterthought. The closing should feel as intentional and impactful as the opening of your paper.

Tips for Polishing Your Chicago Style Conclusion

Polishing your conclusion is a vital step in the writing process, ensuring that it effectively
communicates the culmination of your research according to the Chicago Manual of Style. Attention to
detail in this final section can elevate the perception of your entire paper. These tips focus on refining
language, structure, and overall impact.

e Read your conclusion aloud to catch awkward phrasing or grammatical errors.

e Ensure smooth transitions between restating the thesis, summarizing findings, and offering
implications.

e Check that your conclusion directly addresses the research question or problem posed in your
introduction.

e Verify that the tone remains consistent with the rest of your paper - authoritative and
academic.

e Ensure that all claims made in the conclusion are directly supported by evidence presented in
the body of your paper.



e Proofread meticulously for any typos or punctuation mistakes, as these can detract from your
credibility.

e Consider the very last sentence as your final impression; make it memorable and impactful.

The process of polishing involves not just correcting errors but also enhancing the clarity and impact
of your message. It's about making every word count and ensuring that your conclusion serves its
intended purpose of providing a strong, memorable closing to your research.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Manual of Style
Research Paper Conclusion Format

Q: Should I introduce new evidence in my Chicago style
conclusion?

A: No, absolutely not. The conclusion is for summarizing, synthesizing, and discussing the implications
of the evidence presented in the body of your paper. Introducing new evidence in the conclusion is a
significant writing error and goes against the principles of academic structure and the Chicago Manual
of Style.

Q: How do | restate my thesis without being repetitive?

A: To avoid repetition, rephrase your thesis using different wording and a more sophisticated
understanding that reflects the insights gained through your research. Connect it directly to your
main findings, demonstrating how your investigation has confirmed or refined your initial argument.
Think of it as a final, authoritative restatement that acknowledges the journey of your paper.

Q: What is the role of synthesis in a Chicago style conclusion?

A: Synthesis in a Chicago style conclusion means showing how your various findings and evidence
connect and work together to support your overall thesis. It’s about demonstrating the
interconnectedness of your points and how they form a cohesive and compelling argument, rather
than simply listing individual findings again.

Q: Should | acknowledge the limitations of my research in the
conclusion?

A: While it can be appropriate to briefly touch upon limitations, the Chicago Manual of Style generally
advises against extensive apologies. Instead of dwelling on what you couldn't cover, frame limitations
as opportunities for future research. This shows a mature understanding of the research process and

its ongoing nature.



Q: How long should a Chicago style research paper conclusion
be?

A: The length of a conclusion can vary depending on the overall length and complexity of your
research paper. Generally, it should be proportionate to the introduction and body of the paper. A
good rule of thumb is to aim for a conclusion that is about 5-10% of the total word count, ensuring it's
substantial enough to cover all necessary components but not so long that it becomes repetitive.

Q: Can | offer a call to action in my Chicago style conclusion?

A: A call to action is generally more appropriate for persuasive essays or certain types of reports. In a
Chicago style research paper conclusion, the focus is on academic implications and further research.
While you might suggest areas for future study, a direct "call to action" in the sense of urging a
specific behavior is usually not suitable for academic research papers.

Q: What is the difference between a summary and a synthesis
in the conclusion?

A: A summary briefly recaps the main points or findings of your paper. Synthesis, on the other hand,
goes deeper by demonstrating how these points and findings are interconnected and how they
collectively contribute to your overall argument. Synthesis shows the relationships between ideas,
while summary reiterates them.
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