chicago manual of style regional studies citation

chicago manual of style regional studies citation is a critical component for scholars and researchers working
within the diverse and dynamic fields of regional studies. Effectively citing sources in this interdisciplinary
domain, which often draws from history, geography, sociology, anthropology, political science, and
economics, requires a nuanced understanding of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). This article will
delve deeply into the intricacies of applying CMOS guidelines specifically for regional studies citations,
covering everything from basic principles to advanced considerations for various source types common in
this field. We will explore how to format notes and bibliographies, address unique challenges presented by
multi-author edited volumes, and discuss the importance of consistency in achieving academic rigor.
Understanding these specific applications of the Chicago Manual of Style for regional studies research will

enhance the credibility and clarity of your scholarly work.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Regional Studies

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and comprehensive style guide that provides
detailed instructions for manuscript preparation, citation, and formatting. For those engaged in regional
studies, a field characterized by its interdisciplinary nature and focus on specific geographical areas or
cultural zones, adhering to CMOS is paramount for scholarly communication. Regional studies often
involves synthesizing information from a broad spectrum of disciplines, meaning the types of sources

encountered can be highly varied. Therefore, a solid grasp of CMOS principles ensures that your research is



presented clearly, credibly, and in a manner that respects academic conventions.

The flexibility and detailed nature of CMOS make it particularly well-suited for regional studies. It allows
for different citation systems, primarily the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system, with
the notes-bibliography system often being preferred in humanities and social science fields that are
foundational to regional studies. This preference stems from its ability to provide detailed commentary and
context within the notes, which can be invaluable when discussing complex regional phenomena or
historical nuances. Mastery of these guidelines is not merely about following rules; it’s about building a
robust foundation for your scholarly argument and contributing meaningfully to the body of knowledge in

your chosen region.

Key Principles of CMOS Citation in Regional Studies

At the core of effective CMOS citation for regional studies are several fundamental principles. These
include accuracy, consistency, and clarity. Accuracy means ensuring that all bibliographic details—author
names, titles, publication dates, page numbers, and URLs—are precisely as they appear in the original
source. In regional studies, where sources might be rare or archival, this meticulous attention to detail is
especially crucial. Consistency is equally vital; once you choose a citation style (e.g., notes-bibliography),
you must apply it uniformly throughout your entire work. Inconsistency can confuse readers and

undermine the perceived rigor of your research.

Clarity in citation ensures that your readers can easily locate the sources you have consulted. This involves
adhering to the prescribed formats for notes and bibliographies, making sure that each entry is
unambiguous and provides sufficient information for retrieval. For regional studies, this often means
carefully cataloging sources that might not be readily available through standard academic databases, such as
local government reports, oral histories, or specialized regional journals. Understanding these core
principles forms the bedrock upon which all specific citation practices in regional studies are built, ensuring

your work is both academically sound and accessible to fellow scholars.

Formatting Notes and Bibliographies

The notes-bibliography system is a cornerstone of CMOS, and it involves two primary components: the
endnotes or footnotes (notes) and the bibliography. In the notes, you provide the full citation for a source
the first time it is referenced, and subsequent citations of the same source can be shortened. The
bibliography, appearing at the end of the work, lists all sources cited in the text, alphabetized by author’s
last name. For regional studies, this dual system allows for detailed textual analysis within the notes while

providing a comprehensive overview of consulted literature in the bibliography.



Formatting Footnotes/Endnotes

When citing a source for the first time in a note, you must provide complete bibliographic information.
The format generally includes the author’s first name and last name, the title of the work (italicized for
books, in quotation marks for articles or chapters), publication information (place of publication, publisher,
and year), and the specific page number(s) being referenced. For subsequent citations of the same source, a
shortened form is used, typically including the author’s last name, a shortened title (if necessary to
distinguish from other works by the same author), and the page number. For example, a first note might
look like: 1. Eleanor Vance, The Geography of the Great Lakes Region (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2018), 45. A subsequent note would be: 2. Vance, Great Lakes Region, 112.

Formatting the Bibliography

The bibliography is an alphabetical list of all sources used in your research. Unlike footnotes, the author’s
last name appears first, followed by their first name. Titles of books are italicized, and titles of articles or
chapters are placed in quotation marks. Publication details follow, and importantly, the bibliography does
not include specific page numbers for general references to a book or article, but rather the total page range
for articles or chapters. For books, the city of publication, publisher, and year are included. For example, a
bibliography entry for a book might appear as: Vance, Eleanor. The Geography of the Great Lakes Region.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2018. For an article, it would be: Smith, John. “Economic

Development in the Rust Belt.” Journal of Regional Economy 35, no. 2 (2020): 150-175.

Citing Primary Sources in Regional Studies

Regional studies often relies heavily on primary sources, which are materials created during the time
period or by the people being studied. These can include historical documents, letters, diaries, government
records, photographs, oral histories, and artifacts. CMOS provides specific guidelines for citing these unique
materials, emphasizing clarity and thoroughness so that other researchers can identify and access them. The

key is to provide enough detail so the source is unambiguous, even if it is archival or unpublished.

Archival Materials

When citing materials from archives, it is essential to include the name of the archive, the collection name
or number, and the specific item or folder being referenced. For example: “Letter from Mary Jenkins to
her sister, October 15, 1935, Mary Jenkins Papers, Box 3, Folder 12, Regional History Archives, Midwest

University.” If the archive has a specific cataloging system or finding aid, referencing that can also be



helpful in a note. The bibliography entry would follow a similar, albeit slightly condensed, format.

Oral Histories and Interviews

Oral histories and interviews require careful citation. For transcribed interviews, cite them as you would a
published work, including the interviewee’s name, the title of the interview (if any), the interviewer’s
name, the date of the interview, and the location or archive where the recording or transcript is held. For
example: Interview with John Davis, conducted by Sarah Lee, May 20, 2019, Regional Oral History
Project, Midwest University. If the interview is unpublished and directly accessed, specific details about its

accessibility are crucial.

Citing Secondary Sources and Scholarly Literature

The bulk of research in regional studies typically involves engagement with secondary sources—scholarly
books, articles, and dissertations that analyze and interpret primary materials. CMOS provides robust
frameworks for citing these common academic resources, ensuring that the foundation of your research is

properly acknowledged and that your reader can easily verify your claims and explore further readings.

Books

Citing a book in CMOS is relatively straightforward. As detailed previously, the note includes the author’s
full name, title, publication details, and page number. The bibliography entry reverses the author’s name
order and omits the specific page number. For edited volumes where you are citing a specific chapter, the
format would include the chapter author, the chapter title, the editor’s name, the book title, and the page
range for the chapter. Example: In a note: 3. Robert Chen, “Urban Renewal in the Post-War City,” in The
Evolving American City, ed. Lisa Rodriguez (New York: Oxford University Press, 2015), 188-210. In the
bibliography: Chen, Robert. “Urban Renewal in the Post-War City.” In The Evolving American City,
edited by Lisa Rodriguez, 188-210. New York: Oxford University Press, 2015.

Journal Articles

Journal articles are cited with the author’s name, article title (in quotation marks), journal title (italicized),
volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page numbers. In a note: 4. Emily Carter, “The Impact of
Industrial Decline on Rural Communities,” Journal of Social Studies 42, no. 3 (2019): 301. In the

bibliography: Carter, Emily. “The Impact of Industrial Decline on Rural Communities.” Journal of Social



Studies 42, no. 3 (2019): 295-315. Ensure that volume and issue numbers are presented correctly as per

CMOS guidelines.

Handling Edited Volumes and Multi-Author Works

Regional studies often involves drawing from edited collections that compile chapters by various authors on
a specific theme or region. Citing these works requires careful attention to distinguish between the editor
and the individual chapter authors, ensuring proper attribution and clarity for the reader. CMOS provides

clear conventions for navigating these multi-layered sources.

Citing a Chapter in an Edited Volume

When citing a specific chapter within an edited volume, it is crucial to credit both the chapter author and
the editor. In a note, the format is as follows: Author of Chapter, “Title of Chapter,” in Title of Book, edited
by Editor’s First Name Last Name, inclusive page numbers of the chapter. Place of Publication: Publisher,
Year of Publication. For example: 5. David Kim, “Migrant Communities in the Great Plains,” in American
Migrations: New Perspectives, ed. Anya Sharma, 225-250. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2017. The
bibliography entry would list the chapter author first, followed by the chapter title, then the editors and
the rest of the book’s details.

Citing the Entire Edited Volume

If you are citing the entire edited volume, perhaps for a general overview or to reference an introduction
written by the editor, you would cite it as a regular book, but clearly indicate the editor(s) in the author
position. In a note: 6. Anya Sharma, ed., American Migrations: New Perspectives (Austin: University of
Texas Press, 2017). In the bibliography: Sharma, Anya, ed. American Migrations: New Perspectives. Austin:

University of Texas Press, 2017. This ensures that the source is clearly identified as an edited collection.

Special Considerations for Regional Studies Citation

Regional studies frequently presents unique citation challenges due to the interdisciplinary nature of the
field and the potential for unconventional source materials. CMOS offers guidance, but researchers may
need to adapt its principles to ensure clarity and completeness. Awareness of these special cases is key to

producing a polished and academically sound regional studies work.



Geographic and Cultural Specificity

When citing materials that are highly specific to a particular region, such as local newspapers, municipal
documents, or culturally specific publications, ensure that the citation includes enough context for an
external reader to understand the source’s origin and relevance. This might involve including the name of
the city or county in the citation for local government reports or clearly identifying the cultural group
associated with a particular publication. For instance, a note might reference: The Springfield Daily
Chronicle, August 10, 1955, p. 3. The bibliography entry would provide the same details, perhaps with the

publication’s full name and location.

Translated Works and Non-English Sources

Regional studies often involves engaging with sources in languages other than English or with translated
works. When citing a translated work, include both the original author and the translator. In a note: 7. Jean
Dubois, Le Sud de Chicago (1905; repr., trans. and ed. Maria Garcia, Chicago: Regional Press, 2020), 78. In the
bibliography: Dubois, Jean. Le Sud de Chicago. 1905. Reprint, translated and edited by Maria Garcia.
Chicago: Regional Press, 2020. For non-English sources without a translation, you would cite them in their
original language, providing the title in the original script and, if appropriate, an English translation in

brackets in your note or bibliography.

Ensuring Consistency and Accuracy

The success of any citation system, including CMOS, hinges on consistent application and unwavering
accuracy. In the context of regional studies, where sources can be diverse and sometimes obscure, this
becomes even more critical. Dedicating time to meticulous checking and rechecking of citations will

significantly enhance the credibility and professionalism of your research paper, thesis, or book.

The Importance of Style Guides and Checklists

Beyond the main CMOS text, utilize resources like the CMOS online bibliography or style guides specific to
your institution or publisher. Creating a personal checklist for different source types can help you avoid
overlooking essential details during the citation process. Regularly consult CMOS for specific queries, as its
guidelines are periodically updated. Consistency in element order, punctuation, and capitalization is

paramount.



Proofreading and Verification

The final stage of citation management involves thorough proofreading. Compare every note and
bibliography entry against the original source one last time. Ensure that page numbers are correct, author
names are spelled as intended, and titles are accurate. This rigorous verification process not only catches
errors but also demonstrates a high level of scholarly care and respect for your sources, which is

fundamental to robust regional studies research.

Q How does CMOS handle citations for sources with multiple authors in
regional studies?

A: For two authors, list both in notes and bibliography. For three or more authors, list the first author
followed by "et al." in the notes, but in the bibliography, list all authors up to ten; for more than ten, list the

first seven followed by "et al.”

Q What is the difference between a note and a bibliography entry in
CMOS for regional studies?

A: Notes provide immediate citation context and can include commentary, often using a shortened form
after the first full citation. Bibliographies are comprehensive lists of all cited sources, alphabetized by author,
and typically use a slightly different formatting convention, especially for the author's name (last name
first).

Q: How should I cite online regional government reports that are not
formally published?

A: For online reports, include the author (often the agency), title, date, and the URL. If there’s a specific

accession number or report number, include that as well. Ensure the URL is stable and accessible.

Q: Are there specific rules in CMOS for citing maps or spatial data
relevant to regional studies?

A: Yes, maps should be cited with details like the map title, the publisher or creator, publication date, and if
it’s part of a larger work, the source of that work. For spatial data, cite the dataset name, creator, version,

and source of access (e.g., a specific data repository website).



Q What if I am citing a historical document that has been digitized and is
available online?

A: Cite the original source details (author, title, date, collection information) and then provide the URL
where the digitized version can be accessed. If it's a specific page within a digitized book or document,

include that page number.

Q How do I cite a dissertation or thesis from another university in my
regional studies research using CMOS?

A: Cite it similarly to a book or journal article, including the author, title, type of work (e.g., PhD diss.),
university, and year. If available online through a repository like ProQuest, include that URL and accession

number.

Q What is the best approach for citing sources that are in a language
other than English within a regional studies context using CMOS?

A: Cite the source using its original title and publication information. If you have translated it yourself,
indicate that. If a published translation exists, cite that translation and mention the original author and title.

CMOS generally prefers citing from the original language source if possible.
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