
chicago manual of style quoting theses and
dissertations

chicago manual of style quoting theses and dissertations represents a critical aspect of academic integrity and
scholarly communication. Navigating its specific guidelines ensures that your research is presented with
precision, clarity, and adherence to established academic standards. This comprehensive guide delves into
the nuances of incorporating source material into your academic work, focusing on the intricate rules
governing the citation of theses and dissertations within the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS). We will
explore various citation formats, including footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographical entries, and address
common challenges faced by students and researchers. Understanding these principles is paramount for
avoiding plagiarism, lending credibility to your arguments, and enabling readers to easily locate and verify
your sources.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style for Academic Work
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) is a widely respected and extensively used style guide in academic
publishing, particularly within the humanities and some social sciences. It provides comprehensive
instructions on all aspects of manuscript preparation, from grammar and punctuation to the intricacies of
citation. For students and researchers, mastering CMOS is essential for producing polished, professional
academic documents. Its emphasis on clear, consistent formatting helps to ensure that readers can easily
follow the author's arguments and locate the sources upon which those arguments are built.

CMOS offers two primary citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. For
theses and dissertations, the notes-bibliography system is more commonly employed, utilizing footnotes or



endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. This system allows
for detailed explanations and source information to be presented without disrupting the flow of the main
text, which is particularly beneficial in lengthy academic papers like theses and dissertations.

Why Citing Theses and Dissertations Matters
Theses and dissertations represent the pinnacle of original research conducted by graduate students. They
often contain unique data, methodologies, and analyses that may not be published elsewhere. Properly
citing these works is crucial for several reasons. Firstly, it acknowledges the intellectual contributions of
the authors and prevents plagiarism, a serious academic offense. Secondly, it provides a roadmap for your
readers, allowing them to delve deeper into the original research that informs your own work.

Moreover, theses and dissertations can be invaluable sources for researchers in specialized fields. They often
cover niche topics with a depth of detail that journal articles may not accommodate. By citing them
accurately, you are contributing to the scholarly conversation and enabling others to build upon the
existing body of knowledge. The Chicago Manual of Style provides the framework to ensure these
contributions are recognized and appropriately attributed.

Key Components of a Chicago-Style Citation for Theses and
Dissertations
Regardless of whether you are using footnotes, endnotes, or a bibliography entry, a complete citation for a
thesis or dissertation typically includes several core pieces of information. These components ensure that
the source is identifiable and retrievable. Missing even one element can hinder a reader's ability to find the
original work.

The essential elements include:

Author's full name

Title of the thesis or dissertation (italicized)

Type of degree (e.g., Ph.D. dissertation, Master's thesis)

Name of the institution where the degree was awarded

Year of completion or award

For unpublished works, information about its availability (e.g., held by the university library)



For published or online works, relevant publication details (e.g., database name, URL)

Footnotes and Endnotes: In-Text Citations
In the notes-bibliography system of CMOS, footnotes (appearing at the bottom of the page) or endnotes
(appearing at the end of the chapter or document) are used to cite sources within the text. The first time a
source is cited, the note should be full and complete. Subsequent citations of the same source can be
shortened, typically including the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number.

For a first-time citation of a thesis or dissertation in a footnote or endnote, the format generally follows this
pattern:

First Name Last Name, “Title of Thesis or Dissertation” (Degree Type, Institution, Year of Publication),
page number.

For example:

1. Eleanor Vance, “The Evolution of Post-War American Poetry” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Chicago,
2018), 45.

Subsequent citations would be abbreviated:

2. Vance, “Post-War American Poetry,” 112.

Bibliographical Entries: Listing Your Sources
The bibliography, located at the end of your work, provides a comprehensive list of all the sources you
have cited. Each entry in the bibliography should be formatted consistently according to CMOS guidelines.
The goal of the bibliography is to provide complete publication information for every source used, allowing
readers to easily track down the original material.

The bibliographic entry for a thesis or dissertation typically includes:

Last Name, First Name. “Title of Thesis or Dissertation.” Degree Type, Institution, Year of
Publication.

For example:

Vance, Eleanor. “The Evolution of Post-War American Poetry.” Ph.D. dissertation, University of Chicago,
2018.



If the thesis or dissertation has been published or is accessible online, additional details are required. This
will be discussed in later sections.

Common Variations and Specific Scenarios
While the basic principles of citing theses and dissertations remain consistent, certain situations require
specific adjustments to the standard CMOS format. These variations ensure accuracy and clarity when
dealing with less common source types or publication statuses.

Citing Unpublished Theses and Dissertations
When a thesis or dissertation has not been formally published and is only available through the issuing
institution, its citation needs to reflect this. The key is to clearly indicate that it is an unpublished work and
where it can be accessed.

For unpublished works, the note and bibliography entries would look very similar to the examples
provided earlier, emphasizing the degree type and institution. You might also include information about its
archival location if it's not universally accessible through the university's general collection.

Example (Bibliography):

Smith, John. “A Comparative Study of Urban Planning in Chicago and New York.” Master's thesis,
Northwestern University, 2020.

Citing Online Theses and Dissertations
The proliferation of digital archives means that many theses and dissertations are now available online.
When citing an online version, you need to provide information that allows readers to access it digitally.

If the thesis or dissertation is available on a university's institutional repository or a dedicated academic
database, the citation should include the URL or DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if available.

Example (Note):

3. Maria Garcia, “The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse” (Ph.D. dissertation, Stanford University,
2021), https://doi.org/10.1234/stanford.2021.garcia.

Example (Bibliography):

Garcia, Maria. “The Impact of Social Media on Political Discourse.” Ph.D. dissertation, Stanford University,
2021. https://doi.org/10.1234/stanford.2021.garcia.



Citing Theses and Dissertations from Dissertations & Theses databases
Many universities subscribe to large databases that archive a vast number of dissertations and theses, such as
ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global. When citing a source found through such a database, you should
include the database name and, if possible, the accession number or unique identifier.

Example (Note):

4. David Lee, “Renaissance Art Patronage in Florence” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of California,
Berkeley, 2019), ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global (3456789).

Example (Bibliography):

Lee, David. “Renaissance Art Patronage in Florence.” Ph.D. dissertation, University of California, Berkeley,
2019. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global (3456789).

Handling Multiple Authors and Editors
While it's rare for a thesis or dissertation to have multiple authors, it's not impossible. The principles for
citing multiple authors or editors in CMOS apply here as they do to other types of sources.

For two authors, list both names in the citation. For three or more authors, list only the first author
followed by "et al." (and others) in the bibliography. In footnotes/endnotes, you generally list all authors for
the first note, and then use "et al." for subsequent notes if there are more than two authors.

Ensuring Accuracy and Consistency in Citations
Accuracy and consistency are the cornerstones of effective academic citation. Inconsistent or inaccurate
citations can undermine the credibility of your entire research project. It is crucial to double-check every
detail of each citation against the original source.

Here are some key points to ensure accuracy:

Verify author names, titles, institution names, and dates.

Ensure correct punctuation (commas, periods, colons, semicolons).

Check for proper use of italics for titles.

Confirm page numbers are accurate for direct quotations.

Maintain a uniform style throughout your document.

When in doubt, consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.



Consistency extends beyond the format of individual citations; it also applies to the overall presentation. All
notes should be formatted identically, and all bibliography entries should follow the same structure. This
meticulous attention to detail demonstrates your commitment to scholarly rigor.

The Role of Style Guides in Academic Research
Style guides like The Chicago Manual of Style serve a vital role in academic research by establishing a
common language and framework for presenting scholarly work. They are not arbitrary rules; rather, they
are designed to promote clarity, avoid ambiguity, and facilitate the dissemination of knowledge.

By adhering to a recognized style guide, you signal that you are a member of the academic community and
understand its conventions. This adherence allows your readers to focus on the content of your research
rather than being distracted by inconsistent formatting or citation practices. For theses and dissertations,
which are often reviewed by committees, following the specified style guide is a non-negotiable
requirement.

Best Practices for Quoting and Paraphrasing
When incorporating information from a thesis or dissertation into your own work, whether through direct
quotation or paraphrasing, it is essential to do so ethically and effectively. The Chicago Manual of Style
provides guidance on how to integrate source material smoothly and accurately.

For direct quotations, ensure that they are exact and enclosed in quotation marks. If the quotation is long
(typically more than four lines of text), it should be set off as a block quotation, indented from the left
margin. Always follow a direct quotation with a citation that includes the page number from the source.

Paraphrasing involves restating the author's ideas in your own words. Even when paraphrasing, you must
still cite the original source. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. Effective paraphrasing requires
understanding the original text thoroughly and then explaining it in a manner that reflects your own
comprehension and voice, while still giving credit to the original author.

FAQ Section:



Q: What is the primary citation system used for theses and dissertations in
the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) primarily recommends the notes-bibliography system for theses
and dissertations. This system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations and a comprehensive
bibliography at the end of the document.

Q: How do I cite an unpublished thesis or dissertation using CMOS?
A: For an unpublished thesis or dissertation, the citation in both notes and bibliography typically includes
the author's full name, the italicized title, the type of degree (e.g., Ph.D. dissertation), the institution, and
the year of award. For example, in a bibliography: Last Name, First Name. "Title of Thesis or Dissertation."
Degree Type, Institution, Year.

Q: What information should I include when citing an online thesis or
dissertation with CMOS?
A: When citing an online thesis or dissertation, include all standard information plus the URL or DOI
(Digital Object Identifier) if available, allowing readers to access the digital version. The note or
bibliography entry would conclude with the web address.

Q: How does the citation for a thesis or dissertation found in a database like
ProQuest differ in CMOS?
A: If citing a thesis or dissertation from a database such as ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global, you
should include the database name and, if provided, the accession number or unique identifier within the
citation.

Q: Should I italicize the title of a thesis or dissertation in CMOS citations?
A: Yes, according to The Chicago Manual of Style, the titles of theses and dissertations should be italicized in
both notes and bibliography entries.

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an endnote in CMOS?
A: Both footnotes and endnotes serve the same purpose: to provide in-text citations. Footnotes appear at the
bottom of the page where the citation is made, while endnotes are compiled at the end of a chapter or the
entire document. The choice between them is often determined by institutional guidelines or personal
preference.



Q: How do I handle citing the same thesis or dissertation multiple times
in my work using CMOS notes?
A: For subsequent citations of the same source within the notes, you can use a shortened form. This
typically includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number. For
example: Author Last Name, "Shortened Title," Page Number.
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