
chicago manual of style quoting
dissertations
The Chicago Manual of Style quoting dissertations requires careful attention to detail to ensure
academic integrity and adherence to scholarly conventions. Properly citing sources within a
dissertation not only grants credit to original authors but also allows readers to locate and verify the
information presented. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of quoting,
paraphrasing, and summarizing within the context of dissertation writing according to the Chicago
Manual of Style (CMOS). We will explore the different citation styles available within CMOS—notes and
bibliography versus author-date—and provide detailed instructions for their application when
referencing dissertation content. Understanding these principles is paramount for any graduate
student aiming to produce a polished and credible academic work.
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Understanding Citation Styles in CMOS for
Dissertations
The Chicago Manual of Style offers two primary systems for citation: the notes and bibliography
system and the author-date system. Both are widely accepted in academic disciplines, and the choice
often depends on the specific field or institutional requirements for a dissertation. The notes and
bibliography system utilizes footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, with a corresponding
bibliography at the end of the work listing all sources. The author-date system, conversely, employs
parenthetical citations within the text, followed by a reference list. When quoting or referencing
dissertations, the fundamental principles of attribution remain consistent across both systems, but
the formatting of the citations will differ.

For dissertations, regardless of the chosen system, it is crucial to accurately identify the author of the
dissertation, the title of the dissertation, the degree for which it was submitted, the university
granting the degree, and the year of submission. This core information forms the basis of any citation,
whether it appears in a footnote, an endnote, or a parenthetical reference.

Quoting Directly from Dissertations: Rules and
Examples
Direct quotation involves using the exact words from another source. When quoting from a
dissertation, it is essential to enclose the borrowed text in quotation marks. For quotations longer



than four or five lines (depending on the specific CMOS edition and field conventions), they should be
set off as block quotations, indented from the left margin without quotation marks. The goal is to
seamlessly integrate these direct borrowings into your own prose, ensuring they serve a clear
purpose within your argument.

Short Quotations within the Text
Short quotations, generally those under four lines of text, are typically incorporated directly into the
sentence or paragraph. They are enclosed in double quotation marks. The citation follows the quoted
material, usually placed immediately after the closing quotation mark and before any punctuation
that ends the sentence.

For instance, when citing a dissertation by Dr. Anya Sharma on urban planning, a short quote might
appear as follows:

"The increasing density of urban centers necessitates innovative green space integration" (Sharma,
2019, 45). This statement highlights the critical need for sustainable city development.

Longer Quotations (Block Quotations)
Block quotations are used for lengthier passages that warrant sustained attention. They are formatted
as a distinct block of text, indented from the main body of your writing. The citation for a block
quotation typically follows the final punctuation mark of the quoted material.

Consider this example for a dissertation on literary criticism:

In her analysis of narrative structure, Dr. Evelyn Reed states:

The unreliable narrator, a staple of modernist literature, serves not merely as a plot device but as a
profound exploration of subjective truth. Its manipulation of reader expectation is a deliberate
strategy to question objective reality itself.

(Reed, 2020, 112)

Citing Specific Editions or Versions of Dissertations
When a dissertation has been published or made available in a specific version (e.g., an archival copy,
a revised version), it is important to note this in your citation if it impacts the reader's ability to locate
the source. For unpublished dissertations, the details of the original submission are paramount.

Paraphrasing and Summarizing Dissertation Content
Beyond direct quotation, paraphrasing and summarizing are vital skills for incorporating research into
a dissertation. Paraphrasing involves restating the ideas of another author in your own words and
sentence structure, while maintaining the original meaning. Summarizing condenses the main points
of a larger section or the entire work into a concise overview.



The Importance of Proper Attribution for Paraphrases and
Summaries
Crucially, even when you are not using the author's exact words, you must still provide a citation.
Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. The citation for a paraphrase or summary serves the same
purpose as for a direct quote: to give credit to the original author and allow readers to find the source
material.

For example, if Dr. Ben Carter argued that climate change significantly impacts coastal infrastructure,
you might paraphrase this as:

Carter (2021) posits that the escalating effects of climate change pose a substantial threat to the
stability of coastal infrastructure.

The citation here is brief but essential.

Distinguishing Between Paraphrasing and Quoting
The primary distinction lies in the use of the original author's exact wording. If you find yourself using
many of the same words or the same sentence structure, you are likely not paraphrasing effectively
and may be closer to plagiarizing. Always aim to process the information and re-express it using your
own vocabulary and grammatical constructions.

Integrating Source Material Smoothly
The most effective use of quoted or paraphrased material from dissertations involves integrating it
seamlessly into your own writing. This means introducing the source material, providing context, and
explaining its relevance to your argument. Avoid simply dropping quotes into your text without any
connective tissue.

Using Signal Phrases
Signal phrases are introductory phrases that attribute the source material to its author. They help the
reader understand who is speaking or whose ideas are being presented. Examples include: "As Dr.
Anya Sharma explains...", "According to a study by Dr. Evelyn Reed...", or "In his seminal work, Dr.
Ben Carter argues...".

Explaining the Significance of the Material
After presenting a quote or paraphrase, it is your responsibility as the writer to explain why this
information is important. How does it support your thesis? What does it demonstrate? What are the
implications of this finding? This analytical step is what elevates your dissertation from a collection of
sources to an original scholarly contribution.



Common Pitfalls in Quoting Dissertations and How to
Avoid Them
Several common mistakes can undermine the credibility of a dissertation when it comes to quoting
and citing sources. Being aware of these pitfalls is the first step toward avoiding them.

Plagiarism and Over-reliance on Quotations
One of the most serious academic offenses is plagiarism. This can occur through direct copying
without attribution, insufficient paraphrasing, or using too many direct quotes without sufficient
analysis or original thought. Dissertations should demonstrate your own critical engagement with the
literature, not just a compilation of others' words.

Always double-check that every piece of borrowed information is correctly cited.

Ensure that paraphrases genuinely rephrase ideas in your own words.

Limit direct quotations to instances where the original wording is particularly impactful or
essential to your analysis.

Inconsistent Citation Formatting
Adhering to the Chicago Manual of Style's specific formatting rules for notes, bibliographies, or
author-date citations is critical. Inconsistencies can lead to confusion and may be perceived as a lack
of attention to detail.

Consult the latest edition of the Chicago Manual of Style regularly.

Utilize citation management software if it helps maintain accuracy.

Proofread your citations meticulously.

Misinterpreting or Misrepresenting Sources
When quoting or paraphrasing, it is crucial to accurately reflect the original author's intent and
meaning. Taking quotes out of context or misrepresenting the scope of a study can lead to faulty
arguments and ethical breaches.

Always read the source material thoroughly and understand its context before incorporating it into
your work.



Citing Secondary Sources that Quote Dissertations
Sometimes, you may encounter a dissertation cited within another scholarly work, such as a journal
article or a book. In such cases, you are dealing with a secondary source. The Chicago Manual of Style
generally advises against citing sources you have not personally consulted.

The Principle of Consulting Primary Sources
Ideally, you should strive to locate and consult the original dissertation itself. If the information you
need is crucial and only available through a secondary source, the CMOS offers guidelines for
acknowledging this. However, it is always preferable to track down the primary source for accuracy
and completeness.

How to Cite a Source You Haven't Consulted (If Absolutely
Necessary)
If you must cite a dissertation found only within another work, you would typically cite the secondary
source and include a note or parenthetical indicating that the dissertation was not consulted directly.
For example, in a note:

1. Quoted in John Smith, The Evolution of Urban Parks (New York: Academic Press, 2018), 78, referring
to Anya Sharma, "Greening the Metropolis" (Ph.D. diss., University of Chicago, 2019).

This clearly signals that Smith's work is the source of your information about Sharma's dissertation.

Finding and Accessing Dissertations
Dissertations can often be found through university libraries, online databases like ProQuest
Dissertations & Theses Global, or through interlibrary loan. Knowing how to locate these primary
sources is a vital research skill.

FAQ

Q: How do I format a direct quote from a dissertation in my
footnotes according to the Chicago Manual of Style?
A: For short quotes in footnotes using the notes and bibliography system, you would typically include
the author's last name, a shortened version of the title if necessary, and the page number. For
example: Sharma, "Greening the Metropolis," 45. If it's a block quote, the citation follows at the end.

Q: What is the difference between paraphrasing and quoting a
dissertation in CMOS?
A: Quoting involves using the exact words of the author, enclosed in quotation marks. Paraphrasing



means restating the author's ideas in your own words and sentence structure. Both require citation.

Q: Can I use block quotes from dissertations in my own
dissertation?
A: Yes, you can use block quotes from dissertations if the passage is lengthy (typically four or more
lines) and warrants such treatment. Block quotes are indented and do not use quotation marks. The
citation follows the quote.

Q: How should I cite an unpublished dissertation from another
university in my Chicago-style bibliography?
A: For an unpublished dissertation in the bibliography, you would list: Author's Last Name, First Name.
"Title of Dissertation." Ph.D. diss. (or Master's thesis), University Name, Year of Publication. For
example: Sharma, Anya. "Greening the Metropolis." Ph.D. diss., University of Chicago, 2019.

Q: What if I can't find the original dissertation but found a
quote from it in a book?
A: While it's always best to consult the primary source (the dissertation itself), if you absolutely must
cite it via a secondary source, cite the book you read and indicate that the dissertation was not
consulted directly. This is generally discouraged.

Q: How does the author-date system in CMOS handle quoting
dissertations compared to the notes and bibliography system?
A: In the author-date system, direct quotes and paraphrases are followed by parenthetical citations
containing the author's last name and year, often with a page number. For example: (Sharma 2019,
45). A corresponding entry would appear in the reference list.

Q: What are the key pieces of information needed to cite any
dissertation in Chicago style?
A: You will always need the author's full name, the full title of the dissertation, the degree obtained
(e.g., Ph.D. diss., Master's thesis), the name of the university granting the degree, and the year of
completion. Page numbers are also essential for direct quotes and paraphrases.

Q: How do I properly introduce a quote from a dissertation
into my text?
A: You should use signal phrases to introduce quotes, such as "According to Dr. Sharma..." or "Sharma
argues that...". This provides context and clearly attributes the borrowed material to its original
author.
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